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PREFACE

If, indeed, we are in the midst of "a revivaltbe almost century-old view of J.W. Burgon"
(Eldon Jay Epp, "New Testament Textual Criticism in America: Requiem for a Discipline,"
Journal of Biblical Literatured8 [March 1979]: 94-98.), the question naturally arises: How did
such a development come to paS&ff answer in a large measure is to be found at the doorstep of
Edward F. Hills (1912-1981), in his comprehensive wbhle King James Version Defended: A
Christian View of the New Testament Manuscr{i856). This publication was, in its day, an
indication to the established school of New Testament text criticism that Burgon was not without
an advocate from within its own ranks, eversuith a position were only to be regarded as an
anomaly (v. Bruce M. Metzgeihe Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption,
and Restoratioj1968], p. 136 n. I; J. Harold Greenldetroduction to New Testament Textual
Criticism [1964], p. 82 n. 2).

Recently, however, his contribution has brought new entrants into the textual arena who
have followed his lead (if not his entirethodology) and thus have opened for fresh
debate a forum for the defense of the Byirmntext. Hills lived to see this gratifying
development, noting thankfully that his work was finally being seen by some as more
than just a "scholarly curiosity(a la Greenlee op. cit.). On the contrary, he will now be
regarded as the Father of this 20th century revival of the Majority Text.

It is, nevertheless, ironic that of all whoveaoffered a contribution to the Byzantine text
defense, Edward F. Hills is the only bonafidew Testament text critic to do so since the
days of Scrivener, Burgon and Hoskier. Why then are his views not playing a larger role
in this current stage of the debate? Arsveer in part is to be found in a sentiment
expressed to this author by Gordon Fee whemnvas asked why Hills had been ignored
in the lively exchange that took place in theurnal of the Evangelical Theological
Society(Vol. 21, nos. 1&2 1978). His response was that Hills' works were "museum
pieces." This impression, no doubt, is a resuldifi6 choosing to publish himself, rather
than go through the conventional publishefgnnels. But, the climate then—in 1956—
was not that of today. It is, therefore, hiijhe to dispel forever any such unrealistic and
flippant impressions.

Moreover, the time has now come for this present edition to make its unique
contribution felt. Unique in that, whilelills was the only recognized, published New
Testament text critic to advocate the primacyhef Byzantine text either in his day or in
the present, no one since has been more innovative than he was in attempting to integrate
his confessional, theological perspectivihwthe discipline of New Testament text
criticism. This is a taboo that even the reéddajority Text advocates have attempted not
to transgress, preferring to work from witha purely scientific framework. But Hills'
training under J. Gresham Machen, John Murray, R. B. Kuiper and most especially,
Cornelius Van Til, would not allow him teest content with the neutral method to which
he had been initiated at the University of Chicago and Harvard. Kuiper recognized the
value of this integrational approach tohaghly specialized discipline, in which few
confessing evangelicals had ever distinguistiegmselves, in his preface to the first
edition of this work:

For more than a decade he [Hills] has takespecial interest in New Testament
Textual Criticism. The subject of his dissertation, written in partial fulfilment of the
requirements for the Th.D. degree wasie Caesarean Family of New Testament



Manuscripts.The Journal of Biblical Literaturehas published three articles by him,
each bearing directly on the field of his special interest. "Harmonizations in the
Caesarean Text of Mark" in 1947, "The Interrelationship of the Caesarean
Manuscripts" in 1949, and "A New Apmoch to the Old Egyptian Text" in 1950.
Professor C. S. C. Williams of Oxford University took cognizance of the first of these
articles inAlterations to the Text of the Synoptic Gospels and @&51), and the
second was referred to by G. Zuntz, another Oxford Professd@heanText of the
Epistles(1953).

It is evident that Dr. Hills is entitletb a hearing because of his scholarship. |
think it no less evident that he desssva respectful hearing because of his
theological convictions. This is notguanother book on New Testament Textual
Criticism. On the contrary, its approach to that theme is decidedly unique. Dr. Hills
founds his criticism of the New Testamentttequarely and solidly on the historic
doctrines of the divine inspiration andopidential preservation of Holy Scripture,
and it is his firm conviction that this the only proper approach. Hence, he not only
differs radically with those critics who have a lower evaluation of the Bible, but is
also sharply critical of those scholars whesaluation of the Bible is similar to his
but who have, in his estimation, been persuaded that they ought not to stress the
orthodox view of Scripture in their study of the New Testament text.

Underlying this position taken br. Hills is a philosophy of truth. God is truth.
Because God is one, truth exists as unitgd As God is the author of all diversity,
truth also exists as diversity. In a word, therthéstruth,and there are algouths.By
reason, which is a precious gift of tbemmon grace of God, the unbeliever can, and
actually does, grasp many truths. But for the proper integration of truths and
knowledge of the truth, faith in God, as Has revealed Himself in Holy Scriptures,
is indispensable. Hence, in every departinaf learning the conclusions of reason
must be governed and controlled by the truttich is revealed in God's Word and is
perceived by faith. Any so-called neutral science which seems equally acceptable to
the faithful and faithless but sustains noswaus relationship to the Scriptures is by
that very token headed in the wrong direction.

Applied to the subject in hand this means that, while willingly granting that
believers may well be indebted tenbelieving critics for a number of facts
concerning the Scriptures, Dr. Hills insiskat the interpretation and correlation of
the facts can safely be entrusted only to believing students of the Word. That they too
are fallible goes without saying.

Conservative Scholars have long taken guaition with reference to the so-called
higher criticism. Said James Orr under the h€sticism of the Biblen the 1915
edition of thelnternational Standard Bible EncyclopedidVhile invaluable as an
aid in the domain of Biblical introduction (date, authorship, genuineness, contents,
destination, etc.) it manifestly tends to widen out illimitably into regions where exact
science cannot follow it, where often, the clititnagination is his only "law". In the
same article he also stated that "texuréticism has a well-defined field in which it
is possible to apply exact canons of Judgth However, the question may well be
asked whether unbelieving critics have not in that discipline too at times given broad
scope to their imagination. Significantly Orr went on to say: "Higher criticism
extends its operations into the textual fisdddeavoring to get behind the text of the



existing sources, and to show how this 'grew’' from simpler beginnings to what now
is. Here, also, there is wide opening for arbitrariness". And of the Biblical criticism in
general he said: "A chief cause of errior its application to the record of a
supernatural revelation is the assumpticat thothing supernatural can happen. This

is the vitiating element in much of the newer criticism".

The assertion appears to be warranted tth@fposition which was implicit in Dr.
Orr's teaching forty years ago has become explicit in this book by Hills.

Recently Hills has received a degree of vindication from John H. Skilton, Professor of New
Testament, Emeritus, and former head of tHew Testament Department at Westminster
Theological Seminary, for the conscious, theological element in his method:

For men who accept the Bible as the Word of Godtrant in the original manuscripts, it
should be out of the question to engage intéxtual criticism of the Scriptures in a "neutral”
fashion—as if the Bible were not what it claims to be . . . Whether one realizes it or not, one
makes a decision for or against God at the beg@nmniddle, and end of all one's investigating
and thinking. This is a point which Cornelius Van Til has been stressing in his apologetics and
which Edward F. Hills has been appropriatetgking in his writings on textual criticism. All
along the line it is necessary to insist, as Hills does, that 'Christian, believing Bible study should
and does differ from neutral, unbelieving Bible studie' is quite correct when he reminds us
that 'to ignore...the divine inspiration and pd®itial preservation of the New Testament and to
treat its text like the text of any other bookasbe guilty of a fundamental error which is bound
to lead to erroneous conclusiorfhe New Testament Student Vol. 5,1982 pp. 5-6)

Finally, it must be stated that Hills did not hold to an uncritical, perfectionist view of the TR
as some have assumgklieving Bible Stud@d. ed. p. 83); nor did he advocate with absolute
certainty the genuineness of thehannine Comma (The King James Version Defend2d9).
What he did argue for, however, was a "canonical" view of the(kX¥ Defended pl06),
because, in his experience, this was they ovdly to be assured of "maximum certainiKJVv
Defendedop. 224-225) versus the results of a purely radistic approach to the text of the New
Testament.

Reformation Day 1983
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Theodore P. Letis



INTRODUCTION

TEXTUAL CRITICISM AND CHRISTIAN FAITH

Old books have sometimes been likened to lgtigs which have sailed across the tides of
time, bearing within themselves their preciousgté of ancient knowledge and culture. None of
these books, however, has enjoyed an uninterruigdge over the century stretching seas. The
vessels which commenced the journey have pedisnd their cargoes have been subject to
frequent re-shipment in the course of theirilpas passage. The original manuscripts of these
ancient works have long since been lost, amy thave come down to us only in copies and
copies of copies, which were produced by the pens of scribes during the progress of the
intervening ages. And just as cargoes of mercisendie likely to incur damage whenever they
are transferred from one vessel to anothertheocopying and recopying of manuscripts has
resulted in some damage to their cargoes of words, which are commonly calletextseir
Textual criticism, therefore, is the attempt to eatrthis damage and, if possible, to repair it.

Has the text of the New Testament, likesb®f other ancient books, been damaged during
its voyage over the seas of time? Ought the samkotetof textual criticism to be applied to it
that are applied to the texts of other antibooks? These are questions which the following
pages will endeavor to answer. An earnest effolitbe made to convince the Christian reader
that this is a matter to which he must attdrat. in the realm of New Testament textual criticism
as well as in other fields the presuppositionsnaidern thought are hostile to the historic
Christian faith and will destroy it if their fdtaperation is not checked. If faithful Christians,
therefore, would defend their sacred religionaiagt this danger, they must forsake the
foundations of unbelieving thoughhé build upon their faith, a faith that rests entirely on the
solid rock of holy Scripture. And when they dus in the sphere of New Testament textual
criticism, they will find themselves led back stepdigp (perhaps, at first, against their wills) to
the text of the Protestant Reformation, namtigt form of New Testament text which underlies
the King James Version and the other early Protestant translations.

1. The Importance Of Doctrine

The Christian Church has long confessed that the books dawelestament, as well as
those of theDld, are divine Scriptures, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. "We have
learned from none others the plan of our satwgtthan from those through whom the Gospel has
come down to us, which they did at one time [@ioe in public, and at a later period by the will
of God, handed down to us in the Scriptyrto be the ground and pillar of our faith.

The Scriptures are perfect, inasmuch as they were uttered by the Word of God and His
Spirit." So wrote Irenaeus (1) in the second centangl such has always been the attitude of all
branches of the Christian Churtdward the New Testament.

Since the doctrine of théivine inspirationof the New Testament has in all ages stimulated
the copying of these sacred books, it is evident thatibctrine is important for the history of the
New Testament text, no matter whether it beu tloctrine or only a belief of the Christian
Church. But what if it be a true doctrine? ®¥hf the original New Testament manuscripts



actually were inspired of God? If the doctrine of dlidine inspirationof the New Testament is a
true doctrine, then New Testament textual asftit is different from the textual criticism of
ordinary books.

If the doctrine of thalivine inspirationof the Old and New Testament Scriptures is a true
doctrine, the doctrine of thprovidential preservatiorof the Scriptures must also be a true
doctrine. It must be that down through thetoees God has exercised a special, providential
control over the copying of the Scriptures and the preservation and use of the copies, so that
trustworthy representatives of the original text hbeen available to God's people in every age.
God must have done this, for if He gave the@ares to His Church by inspiration as the perfect
and final revelation of His will, then it is obvious that He would not allow this revelation to
disappear or undergo any alteration of its fundamental character.

Although this doctrine of therovidential preservatiorof the Old and New Testament
Scriptures has sometimes been misused, nevesthelt also has always been held, either
implicitly or explicitly, by all branches of th€hristian Church as a necessary consequence of the
divine inspirationof these Scriptures. Thus Origen in the third century was expressing the faith of
all when he exclaimed to Africanus, "Are wesigppose that that Providence which in the sacred
Scriptures has ministered to the edificatioralbthe churches of Christ, had no thought for those
bought with a price, for whom Christ died!" (2)

If, now, the Christian Church has been eotrdown through the ages in her fundamental
attitude toward the Old and New Testaments, if the doctrines oflitliee inspirationand
providential preservatiomf these Scriptures are true doctrines, then the textual criticism of the
New Testament is different from that of the upinsd writings of antiquity. The textual criticism
of any book must take into account the conditionsler which the original manuscripts were
written and also those under which the copiethe$e manuscripts were made and preserved. But
if the doctrines of the divine inspiration andyidential preservation of the Scriptures are true,
then THE ORIGINAL NEW TESTAMENT MANUSCRIPTS WERE WRITTEN UNDER
SPECIAL CONDITIONS, UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF GOD, AND THE COPIES WERE
MADE AND PRESERVED UNDER SPECIAL CONDITIONS, UNDER THE SINGULAR
CARE AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD.

2. Two Methods Of New Testament Textual Criticism

The New Testament textual criticism of the man who believes the doctrines of the divine
inspiration and providential preservation of the Scriptures to be true ought to differ from that of
the man who does not so believe. The man vagards these doctrines as merely the mistaken
beliefs of the Christian Church is consistent if he gives them only a minor place in his treatment
of the New Testament text, a place so minotcateave his New Testament textual criticism
essentially the same as that of any other anbieok. But the man who holds these doctrines to
be true is inconsistent unless he gives them a prominent plaos treatment of the New
Testament text, a place so prominent asmtke his New Testament textual criticighfferent
from that of other ancient books, for if thekectrines are true, they demand such a place.

Thus there are two methods of New Testament textual criticisntotistently Christian
method and th@aturalistic method. These two methods deal with the same materials, the same
Greek manuscripts, and the same translatiows ablical quotations, but they interpret these
materials differently. The consistently Chia® method interprets the materials of New



Testament textual criticism in accordance witie doctrines of the divine inspiration and
providential preservation of the ScriptureBhe naturalistic method interprets these same
materials in accordance with its own doctrinattthe New Testament is nothing more than a
human book.

Sad to say, modern Bible-believing scholars haken very little interest in the concept of
consistently Christian New Testament textual dsgtic For more than a century most of them
have been quite content to follow in this area mlaturalistic methods of Tischendorf, Tregelles,
and Westcott and Hort. And the result of thigiigocation has been truly disastrous. Just as in
Pharaoh's dream the thin cows ate up the fat ceavihe principles and procedures of naturalistic
New Testament textual criticism have spreatb iavery department of Christian thought and
produced a spiritual famine. The purpose of tho®k, therefore, is to show that in the King
James (Authorized) Version we still have the brealif@find in demonstrating this to defend the
historic Christian faith.

In the world, which He has created, andtte holy Scriptures which He has given God
revealsHimself, not merely information about Himself, but HIMSELF. Hence the thinking of a
Christian who receives this divine revelatiotust differ fundamentally from the thinking of
naturalistic scholars who ignore or deny it. In thi®mk we shall endeavor to prove that this is so,
first in the field of science second in the realm of philosophy, and third in the sphere of Bible
study, and especially in New Testament textual criticism.



CHAPTER ONE

GOD'S THREE-FOLD REVELATION OF
HIMSELF

How do we know that there is a God? How do we know tihetBible is God's Word,
infallibly inspired and providentially preservedfow do we know that Jesus Christ is God's
eternal Son? We know all this because of God'datwea of Himself. In nature, in the Scriptures,
and in the Gospel of Christ God reveHisnself,not mere evidences of His existence, not mere
doctrines concerning Himself, not a mere history of His dealings with men, but HIMSELF. In
nature God reveals Himself as the almighty Cre@iod, in the Scriptures God reveals Himself as
the faithful Covenant God, and in the GospélChrist, which is the saving message of the
Scriptures, God reveals Himself as the triune Saviad. In this present chapter, therefore, we
will discuss God's three-fold revelation of Hinfsehe foundation of the Christian view of the
world and of the Bible and its text.

1. In Nature God Reveals Himself As The Almighty Creator God

Modern ethnologists and anthropologists haliecovered that belief in God is general
among men. It is found even in savage and uncivilized tribes who have never read the Bible or
heard of Christ. "About the existence of somerf@f monotheism,” Paul Radin (1954) tells us,
"among practically all primitive peoples there can be little doubt." (1) W. Schmidt (1931) also
states that even among the African Pygmies there is "the clear acknowledgement and worship of a
Supreme Being." (2) According to Nieuwenh($920), this idea of God was produced "by the
impression which the universe made as a whole on reflecting men, as soon as they set about
trying to understand the world round about them." (3)

But these discoveries of modern investigateese anticipated long ago by the inspired
psalmist, who exclaimed, OORD our Lord, how excellent is Thy NAME in all the ea(Bgalm
8:1). What is God's Name? As many scholard theologians have pointed out, God's name is
His revelation ofHimself. God's name is excelleimt all the earth.God the Creator is present
everywhere in the world which He has made, actively and objectively revehimsglfin all His
divine excellence. In the regular motions of st@rs and planets He reveals His power and glory
(Psalm 19:1; Isa. 40:26). In the immense varietimirig things and their harmonious interaction
He reveals His wisdom (Psalm 104:24). In tha,raunshine and harvest He reveals His goodness
and His tender mercies (Psalm 145:9; Acts 14:17). In the human conscience He reveals His
righteousness. writing on the heart of man His moral law (Rom. 2:15). And in the universal
prevalence of death and its attendant sickmaess suffering He reveals His wrath and coming
judgment (Rom. 5:12).

Because God the Creator is present everywhesaliag Himself in the world which He has
made, all men of every tribe and nation may kread if they will and do know Him at least in
part. Because that which may be known of Goahaifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto
them(Rom. 1:19). Atheism and agnosticism are inexcusduethe invisible things of him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen, beimglerstood by the things that are made, even His
eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without eX®se. 1:20). Idolatry and all other



false doctrines and observances constitute a depaiom this natural knowledge of God, an
apostasy which is motivated by human pride and vaBigause that, when they knew God, they
glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful; tagicame vain in their imaginations, and their
foolish heart was darkene(Rom. 1:21).

God reveals Himself in the world which Hashcreated. How can we be sure of this? We
can be sure of this upon the authority of theytible. As John Calvin observed long ago, (4)
the sacred Scriptures are the God-given eyeglagsesntact lenses (to speak in ultra-modern
terms) which correct our spiritual vision and deabur sin-darkened minds to see aright God's
revelation of Himself in nature (Psalm 119:130). Therefore the guidance of the Bible is necessary
in the study of the natural sciences. In the Bl has inscribed the basic principles which give
unity to scientific thought and provide the answers to ultimate scientific questions. In order to
prove this let us consider some of thgaestions in the light of holy Scripture.

(a) What the Bible Teaches Concerning Astronomy

When we believe in God as the Creator & timiverse and receive the revelation which He
has made of Himself in nature and the holy @ares, then for the first time the mysteries of
astronomy become comprehensible, at leastiimcipte. Then for the first time we understand
how astronomers with their tiny human minds can know as much as they do know concerning the
vastness of the heavens. Then learn once and for all that the universe is finite and that,
however vast it may appear to our human eyes, in the eyes of God ¥ery little thing (Isa
40:15). As Thiel (1967) has observed whetheruhiwerse is large or small depends on the way
you look at it. According to Thiel, if the balae were the size of pinheads the space between
them would be no more than a hand's breadth. (5) And in God's sight the nebulae are mere
pinheads. Indeed, the Scriptures teach us thapaced with God's infinite greatness the whole
universe isless than nothing and vanitflsa. 40:17,22). God created the whole universe
according to His wisdom (Psalm 104:24). He undedsdt completely, and to man He gives the
wisdom to understand it partially.ndl it is from this wisdom which God gives that all that is true
in astronomy and every other department of science is deReedvith Thee is the fountain of
life: in Thy light shall we see ligl{Psalm 36:9).

In the beginning God created the heaven and the é&#m. 1:1) How long ago was that
beginning? There are many who say that this must have been ten billion years ago, because light
takes this long to reach the earth from theghfsst quasi-stellars. But this argument has no
cogency for those who believe in the omnipoterga@yr. If God created the stars and put them in
their places in space, why couldn't He have broughindineir light to the earth in an instant of
time? There is no need, therefore, to "re-interpret” the first chapter of Genesis and thus to obscure
its plain meaning with modern glosses and ratiaaéibns. On the contrary, the more we let this
sublime introduction to the written Word ofo@ tell its own story the more reasonable and
up-to-date we see it to be.

The first two verses of Genesis 1 tell us hibw whole universe was brought into being by
the creative act of God, in an unformed statfirstt, perhaps as mere energy out of which matter
was later constituted. The rest of this first Bilwhapter describes to us how the Spirit of God,
who moved upon the face of the watdssgpught the whole creation out of its original formless
condition into an estate of entire perfection. Andidis in reference to thearth that this creative
power was first exercised. No mention is made of the sun, moon and stars until after the earth is
freed from its layers of water and carpeted wjithss and herbs. The sun, moon and stars, on the
other hand, are younger than the earth, having besated, or at least brought into their present



state, on the fourth day. Next the seas and the dry land were populated with living creatures, and
then finally man was created in God's imagéhvea mind attuned to heaven's harmonies and a
God-given ability to search out its mysteries.

Although the Bible is entirely true and cannotibeany way affected by the opinions of
men, nevertheless it is of interest to note thatesof the latest developments in the realm of
astronomy agree with what the Bible has alsvdaught concerning the natural world. For
example, astronomers for many years believed that the sun was at the center of the universe and
ridiculed the Bible for speaking of the sun as moving and the earth as standing still. "The
Copernican heliocentric cosmogony,” Shapley (19@9erves, "prevailed for more than three
centuries and widened its range in that the sunteaty was considered to be not only central in
its own planetary family, and in full command through gravitation, but also appeared to be the
central object for the whole stellar world." Ba 1917 this heliocentric cosmogony was found to
have been a mistake. "The sun is no lontpgEught to be in a central position," Shapley
continues, but has now been relegated "to tigeeof one ordinary galaxy in an explorable
universe of billions of galaxies." (6) Evidentlihen, the sun is of little significance in itself.
Millions and millions of other stars are largerdamore impressive. The sun is important chiefly
because its rays nourish the earth and the lives ofwhe are created in God's image. And this is
what the Bible has always taught (Gen. 1183- This is what Jesus teaches (Matt. 5:45).

The earth, then, is more important than the sun because it is the abode of men, God's image
bearers. It was on earth that the Son of God wadfd for sinners. It is to earth that He shall
return to judge the living and the dead. It isstophasize this central importance of the earth in
the plan of God and in history that the Bibleeaks of the earth as being at rest and the sun as
moving. And even from a strictly scientific pointaew this manner of speaking is not regarded
as incorrect. For according to Einstein: (7) and mastlern scientists, (8) all motion is relative,
and one may say with equal justification either that the earth moves and the sun is at rest or that
the sun moves and the earthaisrest. Einstein's relativity theory, however, depends on his
definition of simultaneity as coincidence in #nand space relative to an observer, and this
definition is contrary to fact. Observation cleastyows that simultaneous events always occur at
the same time but never in exactly the same pEween simultaneous flashes in a mirror occur at
different locations on the mirror.

For this reason and many others scientists ewi#éntually be compelled to lay Einstein's
theory aside, and when they do they will probably find that the true view of the universe is that
which Tycho Brahe (1546-1601) (9) proposed 400 yagos He maintained that the earth rotated
on its axis and that the sun, moon and plarmtelved about the earth. This hypothesis agrees
remarkably with the biblical data and imathematically sound, according to Christian
mathematicians such as J. N. Ham¢10) and W. van der Kamp. (11)

(b) What the Bible Teaches Concerning the Fossils

We pass now to geology, the science which dedlstive earth and its history. The type of
geology which is accepted today by almost everybodynidormitarian geology. Its basic
principle is that geologic changes in the gaste been effected gradually by the same processes
that are at work in the present. The Scriptures, however, do not support this assumption but tell us
of a great catastrophe, namely, the Genesis flood, which alone is adequate to account for the
observed geologic phenomena. The following therefore is a brief summary of the principal points
at issue:



( 1) The warm climates of geologic tim&se evidence of the fossils indicates that warm
climates once prevailed in regions which are mowered with arctic ice and snow. Sub-tropical
heat, it is said, was experienced in Greenland. Why this tremendous difference between ancient
and modern climatic conditions? lfsrmitarian geologists are hard put to it to find an answer to
this question. A rather recent (1954) sympuosiof scientists stressed changes in the sun's
radiation as the cause of changes of climate here on earth, (12) but astronomer F. Hoyle (1955)
says that there is no evidencattany such variation in solar radiation took place. (13)

The Bible, however, provides the solution of this problem. The uniformly mild climate
which once prevailed everywhere is to berilauted to the invisible vapor canopy which
enveloped the earth in the days before the flood, nartewyaters above the firmamemthich
God established in their places on the second creation day (Gen. 1:7). The effect of this canopy
would be to distribute the sun's warmth in uniform fashion throughout the earth and to prevent the
formation of cold fronts and the occurrence of wind storms. At the onset of thetadndows
of heaven werepened Gen. 7:11), that is to say, the vapor canopy was precipitated on the earth
in the form of torrentiatains which completely flooded it. The Bible indicates that this was the
first time it had ever rained. Before the floodsteiwatered the ground (Gen. 2:6). After the flood
Noah saw a rainbow for the first time (Gen. 9:13).

(2) Volcanoes and lava flowk past geologic ages, we are told, volcanic lava flowed much
more plentifully than it does today, both spouting from craters and pushing upward from great
cracks in the earth's surface. A stupendous rackdtion more than one thousand miles in length
along the Canadian and Alaskan shore was dédrnm this way. The great plateaus of
northwestern United States, covering 200,000 sqoales, were built by oozing lava, as was
also the famous Deccan Plateau in India. Ogttestieaus of this kind occur in South America and
South Africa. Most of the oceanic islands algere produced primarily through volcanic action.
(14)

The presence of all this volcanic lava on thdlesusurface contradicts the leading principle
of uniformitarian geology, namely, that the geologic work of the past was accomplished by the
same natural forces that can be observed tdélaynly it was a catastrophe that produced these
lava flows, and the Bible indicates what thisasttophe was, to wit, the Noachian deluge. Not
only werethe windows of heaven opendulit the fountains of the great deep wdmeken up
(Gen. 7:11), and through the resulting fissures both in the sea floor and also in the land surfaces
the vast lava deposits observable today were spewed forth.

(3) How were the fossils buried2niforrnitarian geologists haveever given a consistent
answer to this all important question. Insteley assert a paradox. The fossils, they maintain,
were buried quickly, but the rocky strata iniglhthese fossils are buried were laid down very
slowly. The reason, Simpson (1960) tells us, why there are so many missing links in the
evolutionary fossil chain is that these missing animals were not buried quickly enough. "The
possession of readily preservable hard parts is clearly not enough in itself to assure that a given
organism will indeed be preserved as a fossil. The overwhelming majority of organisms are
quickly destroyed or made unrecognizable, handspand all, by predation, by scavenging, by
decay, by chemical action, or by attrition in spart. The few that escape that fate must (with a
few exceptions) be buried quickly (within days or at most a few years) in sediments free of
organisms of decay or chemicals competentetstrdy the hard parts.” (15) Howells (1959) says
the same thing, observing that it is not easypdéocome a fossil, (16) and Rhodes (1962) also
informs us that the preservation of an organism almost always involves rapid burial. (17)



If the fossils must have been buried quicklyonder to become fossils, doesn't it follow that
the strata in which the fossils are buried maisb have been laid down quickly? Not so, the
geologists strangely maintain. In accordandéh wheir uniformitarian dogma these scientists
insist that these strata were laid down by same slow processes which are in operation today.
Zeuner (1952), for example, agrees with Bradl@drlier (1929) estimate that during the Eocene
period the mean rate of the deposition of thetatveas only one foot in 3,000 years. (18) And
according to Dorf (1964), the volcanic sediment¥ @lowstone Park were laid down at the rate
of three-quarters of an inch a year, and this rate is 100 times faster than that estimated for sand or
mud sediments of comparable age in the Gulf Coast region of North America. (19)

The fossils were buried quickly, but the strata in which the fossils are buried were laid down
very slowly! Uniformitarian geologists would rahinsist on this paradox than admit the reality
of the Genesis flood. There is abundant evidehnoaever, that the strata were laid down and the
fossils buried in a great world-wide flood. Hatherwise can the frequent occurrence of “fossil
graveyards" be explained? The Baltic ambepodés, for example, contain flies from every
region of the earth. The Cumberland Bone Cavilanyland is filled with fossils of both arctic
and tropical regions. The La Brea Pits in Los Aagdave yielded thousands of specimens of all
kinds of animals both living and extinct. In Sicllijppopotamus beds occur so extensive that they
have been mined as a source of commerciacolhrFrozen mammoths and an immense number
of tusks have been discovered in Siberia. Aat&gSprings, Nebraska, a vast aggregate of fossil
animal bones have been found jumbled toge{2€). And according to Macfarlane (1923), there
is evidence of sudden destruction of fish life over vast areas. (21)

(4) The fossil order out of orde@ne of the strongest pillars of uniformitarian geology is the
alleged invariability of the order of the fossidring strata. The ages of the rock strata are
determined by the kind of fossils that are found in them. The strata containing the simpler forms
of life are always older. The strata containing the more complex forms of life are always younger.
The younger strata are always on top.

This theory, however, often contradicts tlaets of nature. Often the younger strata are on
the bottom and the older on top. In the Alpststinverted" arrangements of the fossil-bearing
strata occur "on a grand scale" (Geikie). The 19th century geologists explained them by
supposing that the strata had been folded together and thus turned upside down. They admitted,
however, that there was no physical evidencettice hypothesis. Thus Geikie (4th ed. 1903)
acknowledged that "the strata could scarcelyumpased to have been really inverted, save for
the evidence as to their true order of sucoessupplied by their included fossils." (22)

Another hypothesis by which to explain the "irtegl" order of fossiliferous strata was that
"thrust-faults” had occurred, that is to say, sediof the strata had been raised and pushed up on
top of adjacent sections. But B. Willis (1893), U. S. government geologist, had this to say
concerning assumed thrust-faults in the southgspalachians. "These faults of great length,
dividing the superficial crust into crowdestales, have provoked the wonder of the most
experienced geologists. The mechanical effogréat beyond comprehension, but the effect upon
the rocks is inappreciable.” (23) Anotherample of a supposed thrust-fault for which no
evidence can be found is the Lewis over-thrust of Montana which measures 135 miles in length
and 15 miles in breadth. Here also, according to a recent government survey (1959), the rubble
which would naturally be produced by the ment of such a vast quantity of rock is
conspicuously absent. (24)



Thus for one hundred years uniformitarian geologists have been putting forth paradoxes. To
explain the "inverted" order of the strata they have been assuming tremendous folds and
thrust-faults which strangely enough hae# no evidence of their occurrence.

But if we acknowledge the reality of the Genesis flood, we no longer need to "explain” the
strata but can take them as they come. As Whitcomb and Morris (1960) point out, the
bottom-most strata would normally contain the trilobites and brachiopods, because their mobility
was least (they would find it hardest to avoid entombment), their specific gravity was greatest
(they would sink most easily in the flood waterm)d their habitat was lowest (living on the sea
bottoms, they would most quickly be affected by the breaking up of the fountains of the great
deep). The fish would naturally be found in thaldle strata, since in these three respects they
occupy an intermediate position. And the r@gstiimammals, and birds would tend to take their
places in the higher strata, since their mobiitys greatest (they could most easily escape the
entrapping sediments), their specific gravity Weest (their bodies could float the longest on the
surface of the waters), and their habitat was higfthey would be the last to be reached by the
advancing flood ). These factors would accofort the general order to be found in the
fossil-bearing strata, an order due not to an ascending evolutionary scale of life but to the
circumstances under which the fossils were louiie the deluge sediments. And since these
circumstances often varied locally, there were often instances in which the more usual order was
reversed. (25)

(5) Mountains, plateaus, and canyoA&cording to Leet and Judson (1954), the formation
of every mountain system on the globe has involved the following two-fold process: first,
thousands of feet of sedimentary rocks were acttediin great marine basins that slowly sank;
second, these sedimentary rocks were slowly elevatBm mountains. (26) In other words, the
bottoms of certain seas kept sinking down until the streams had washed in a collection of
sediment (dirt, sand, etc.) as deep as the mountains are high. Then the bottoms of these seas came
up again and lifted all this sediment thousandseet fnto the air, and thus the lofty peaks of
Tibet were formed, and also the Alps, the Andexl the Rockies. But why should the bottoms of
these seas (marine basins) move down and up, first receiving sedimentary deposits and then
pushing them up into the air? Three possibéises have been suggested for this alleged
phenomenon, namely, thermal contraction, congaaturrents, and contint drift. (27) Wilson
(1963) believes that the Himalayan mountainsild have been thrown up by the collision of
India with the Asian land mass. (28) No ook these explanations, however, seems to be
generally satisfactory to scientists.

Not only the mountains but the high plateaus that lie next to them are full of problems for
the uniformitarian geologist. One such plateau region occupies some 250,000 square miles,
extending over most of Arizona and Utah and also large portions of Colorado and New Mexico. It
is here that the Grand Canyon is found as well as its smaller but scarcely less spectacular sister
canyons. The walls of these canyons are composta$ands of feet of sedimentary rock strata
lying horizontally. According to Leet andudson, this whole region was pushed up from the
bottom of a sea without any disturbance of the horizontal position of the strata. In defense of this
hypothesis these authors point to the fact that the rivers which are thought to have hollowed out
the canyons flow in curves called meandersesehcurves, it is maintained, were established
before the uplift began, and the uplift was gentle that it did not disturb them, (29) But
according to Whitcomb and Morris, such notions are vulnerable from the standpoint of
hydromechanics. A river which is downcuttingoeigh to excavate a canyon will not continue to
flow in curves but will straighten itself out due to gravitational pull. (30)



The mountains and canyons of which wevdhdeen speaking and also the submarine
canyons and the rifts which have recently besoaliered in the ocean floor can be satisfactorily
explained only in terms of the Genesis flood. These effects indicate the process by which God
removed the swollen flood waters from off the land after they had accomplished their work of
divine justice and purification. In order 'ccommodate the water which had fallen from the
overhead vapor canopy and wouldveebe returned thither, the oceans were made larger and
deeper. And as the seas were widened and deepirgedontinents were compelled to rise to
make room for the displaced earth crust. As péthis general elevation of the continents, the
mountains were lifted up to their present lofty heights. Cracks occurred at various angles in the
sediments, and along these cracks torrents of fleaigr poured down, driven by the force of
gravity, to the ample new storage space cre@tgedhe sinking ocean floors and the rising
continents. Thus quickly and efficiently the Grand Canyon was formed and also its sinuous sister
canyons. And all this is suggested in Psalm 104:6-9, where the coming and going of the Genesis
flood is vividly described. (31)

(6) The coming of the glaciersThe Genesis flood narrative also provides the best
explanation of the extensive glaciation whiobk place in past ages, the causes of which are still
a matter of debate among uniformitarian geologistshe words of Whitcomb and Morris, "The
combined effect of the uplift of the contirenand mountain-chains and the removal of the
protective vapor blanket around the earth could lpdrdve failed to induce great snow and ice
accumulations in the mountains and on the land areas near the poles. And these glaciers and ice
caps must have continued to accumulate anelasipuntil they reached latitudes and altitudes at
which the marginal temperatures caused meltiages in the summers adequate to offset
accumulation rates in the winters." (32) Latbe earth would be replenished with a new
generation of plants and animals. These would fill the air with carbon dioxide, thus warming the
atmosphere and causing the glacial ice to recede. Also the carbon dioxide emitted by the
volcanoes during the flood would contribute to this warming effect as soon as the volcanic dust
had settled. (33)

(7) Searching for the missing link$-or over a century uniformitarian geologists and
paleontologists have been searching for the missing links in the evolutionary fossil chain, but
today these links are still missing. "It is a feattiSimpson (1960) tells us, "of the known fossil
record that most taxa appear abruptly. Theyrait, as a rule, led up to by a sequence of almost
imperceptibly changing forerunners such as Darvétieved should be uduia evolution.” (34)

And according to Rhodes (1962), the Cambrifauna appears with "Melchisedechian”
abruptness, (35) without any obvious ancestors, and the same is true of most of the major groups
of organisms.

The most interesting fossil specimens, of course, are those which are said to bridge the gap
between apes and men. Some of these, howeves, avalently merely apes and not men at all.
Such were the Australopithecineghose brains were only ape-size. At one time it was said that
they walked erect like men, but Zuckerman (1964) denied this, (36) and today R. E. F. Leakey
(1971) admits that the Australopithecines nmaye progressed on their knuckles like the extant
African apes. (37) Other alleged sub-humaacspens were in all probability simply diseased.

For example, Sir Arthur Keith suggested thatRimdesian man might have been the victim of a
hyper-active pituitary gland, and Hooton (194&)ught it possible that the Neanderthal men had
been suffering from a similar malady. (38)

(8) Dating the strata and the fossil@ttempts to date the strata and the fossils by
radioactivity methods reveal the unreliability of these procedures. In 1969 Australopithecus
boisei was considered 600,000 years old. (891961 his date was pushed back to 1,750,000



years ago by use of the potassium-argon method. (40) Recently (1970) R. E. F. Leakey has
pushed this date still farther back to 2,800 years ago. (41) In 1965 Bryan Patterson of
Harvard found an australopithecine arm bone tvine dated at 2,500,000 years ago. In 1967 he
found an australopithecine jaw bone. He tldated the jaw bone at 5,500,000 years ago and
pushed the date of the arm bone back to 4,000,000 years ago. (42)

(c) What the Bible Teaches Concerning Space and Time

Isaac Newton (1642-1727), the father of theoretical physics, was a firm believer in the
concepts ofabsolute spacend absolute time In his Principia (1686) he writes as follows:
"Absolute space, in its own nature, without relatto anything external, remains always similar
and immovable.... Absolute motion is the translation of a body from one absolute place to
another." (43) Thus for Newton space was an exidtiigg, an infinite, immovable tank or
framework in which bodies moved and in mefece to which their movements could be
calculated. Newton regarded space as co-etavithl God. In his Optics (1704) Newton even
went so far as to call space Godensorium (44) And, similarly, Newton regarded time as a
perpetual stream that flowed on and on quitdependently of God!Absolute, true, and
mathematical time, of itself, and from its owrtura, flows equably without relation to anything
external, and by another name is called duration." (43)

For two hundred years Newton's views regarding absolute space and absolute time were
generally adhered to by physicists. In 188dwever, Michelson and Morley, two American
scientists, discovered that the velocity of lighthe same in all directions and is not affected by
the movement of the earth through space. Thisadiery contradicted some of Newton's basic
principles, and it was to reconcile thisfficulty that Einstein in 1905 publishellis special
relativity theory featuring the following operational definition of time: "Suppose that when an
event E happens to me on earth a flash of light is sent out in all directions. Any event that
happens to any body anywhere in the universe tftefflash of light reaches it is definitely after
the event E. Any event anywhere in the uréeewhich | could have seen before event E
happened to me is definitely before event E.offler events are simultaneous with event E, since
they cannot be demonstrated to be either bedorafter E and that which is neither before nor
after is simultaneous." (45)

On the basis of his operational definition of time Einstein defined motion as progress
through a four-dimensional space-time continuum. And irgéiseral relativity theorypublished
in 1915, Einstein went on to define gravity as ¢ffect of the curvature of this continuum. There
is, however, an inconsistency in Einsteinogerational definition of time. As Reichenbach
observes, (46) Einstein made a distinction between the simultaneity of events next to each other
and the simultaneity of events far apart from eabkrotEvents next to each other, he maintained,
are simultaneous if the observer can know that tireycoincident in time and space. Events far
apart from each other are simultaneous if the obsear@ot know that they are not coincident in
time and space. But how can the knowledge or tddinowledge of a human observer determine
the simultaneity of external events? Surely Einstein taught pantheism in the guise of science.

In view of this logical flaw it is not surprisg that Einstein's theories are being threatened
experimentally. In 1970 Endean and Allen, tBtish scientists, concluded that electromagnetic
fields in the turbulent Crab Nebula are traveling at about 372,000 miles per second, or twice the
velocity of light. (47) This is contrary to EStein's special relativity theory, which makes the
velocity of light an absolute that can newe surpassed. Also, as Huffer (1967) (48) and Dixon
(1971) (49) remind us, there is evidence that there may be stars which consist entirely of



negatively charged anti-matter. This, if true,ym@ndanger Einstein's gravitational theory. At
least Burbidge and Hoyle (1958) (50) and Gani961) (51) have expressed such fears.

Newton conceived of time and space as two diseciea absolutes independent of God. In
pantheistic fashion Einstein made simultaneity leading concept but was compelled to operate
inconsistently with two discordant definitions simultaneity. In the Bible, on the other hand,
God reveals Himself as the only Absoluteam God, and there is none else; | am God, and there
is none like Me(lsa. 46:9 ) . God's eternal plan for all things is the only ultimate continuum.
Declaring the end from the beginning, and francient times the things that are not yet done,
saying, My counsel shall stand, and | will do all My pleagisaiah 46:10). God created space
and time when He created the world and begafulfill His plan. (For further discussion of
Newton and Einstein séelieving Bible Studypp. 165-171, 224.)

(d) What the Bible Teaches Concerning Causation and Chance

Scientists for many years have been accustbmo define causation in terms of human
prediction. If from a preceding event a following etvean be predicted, then the preceding event
is considered to be the cause of the following event. Einstein (1934) says that it was Isaac
Newton who began to define causation in this wag that this definition is the only one that is
completely satisfactory to modern physicists. (52) Similarly, Bridgman (1955) says that the
ability to predict is tied up with the ideas of cause and effect. (53)

In the 1920's, however, physicists discovered thatbehavior of atomic particles, taken
individually, can not be predicted. No matter how hard the physicists strive to make their
measurements accurate, a large element of uidgriaill always remain. In 1927 Heisenberg
stated this fact scientifically in his famouscertainty principle(54)  According to Jeans
(1947), this principle states that it is impossible to determine bothpdisgion and the
velocity of an atomic particle with perfect precision. If @ecreaseour uncertainty in regard to
the position of the particle, by that very action viecreaseour uncertainty in regard to its
velocity andvice versa The product, moreover, of the two uncertainties can never be reduced
below a certain minimum value. (55)

We see now why so many physicists say that there is no causation in the sub-atomic realm
and hence no causation at all, since the atomic|es are the basic units out of which the larger
world of nature is constructed. They say thésause they identify causation with prediction. Two
events are causally connectedentthe second can be predicted from the first. But there can be
no such prediction at the sub-atomic level, beeaat this level, according to the Heisenberg
uncertainty principle, the accurate measuremargeded for such prediction are impossible.
Hence, sinceausationandpredictionare regarded as synonymous, it is maintained that there is
no causation in the sub-atomic realm. According to Heisenberg (1958), classical physics and
causality have only a limited range of applicabllify6) According to Bridgman ( 1955 ), the
law of cause and effect must be given up. (5} Max Born (1951) tells us that all the laws of
nature are really laws of chance in disguise, ithti say, laws of statistical probability. (58)

This statistical probability to which Born regerests on a principle first discovered in the
18th century when records of births and dedibgan to be kept bynunicipal and national
governments. According to this principle, stitis of large groups are regular. That is to say,
there is a regularity about large groups of similar events, even whea ¢vents seem to occur
entirely by accident. For example, it was found that there was a certain regularity about male and
female births. Everywhere, year after yeae tiumber of male births was found slightly to



exceed the number of female births. In the early 19th century also inspection of government
records by the Belgian statistician Quetelet brought to light many other instances of statistical
regularity in the seemingly accidental features &. IFor example, Quetelet showed (or claimed

to show) that year after year the number of suicides bore a fixed ratio to the total number of
deaths. (59)

As this statistical regularity began to be digered, mathematicians began to deal with it
mathematically by applying to it the terminology and rules of the probability calculation which
had been first formulated in France during the 1650's for the solution of gambling problems. For
example, when dealing with birth statistics tiegan to speak of the chance of a boy being born
rather than a girl and to calculate it as slightly ntbe:n one half. It was in this way, Cramer tells
us, that actuarial mathematics was developad used in the rapidly expanding insurance
business. And from insurance the use of statigpicabability theory spread into other fields until
now its range of applications extends, as Gambserves, over practically all branches of
natural, technical and social science. Automatimputers, for example, make their predictions
on the basis of statistical probability. (60)

But if the universe is governed by the lawk chance or statistical probability, whiat
statistical probability, and why does it work theay it does? What is back of statistical
probability? According to Born, (61) you aret supposed to ask these questions, and he
ridicules those who do ask them. Statistical probability is simply to be accepted as an
unanalyzable governing principle of the universe. But is it scientific to reject causation as
meaningless and then to put in its place an unanalyzable something which you call statistical
probability? Even Einstein (62) and other waibwn physicists have had their doubts about this.
Bridgman (1959), for example, concedes that a world governed by pure chance is completely
inconceivable. For then, he goes on to say, he nmigtite next instant turn into his dog Towser
and Towser into his Ford. (63)

Only the Bible has the solution to this prefl which baffles top-flight scientists. For the
Bible defines causation ultimately not in terms of human prediction but in terms of God's works
of creation and providence. The God who credtedatomic particles also controls and guides
them.He worketh all things after the counsel of His own {&ibh. 1:11). Hence causation is still
operative in the subatomic realm, even though sctentiay never be able to measure or observe
its action.

The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting(Bens 33:27). God
rules and reigns even in the seemingly accidental features of life, the flight of an arrow shot at
random (1 Kings 22:34), the trampling of a jasglicrowd (2 Kings 7:18-20), the casting of lots
(Prov. 16:33), the falling of a sparrow from its nest (Matt. 10:29). If we put our trust in Christ,
then we know that He so preserves us that not a hair can fall from any of our heads without the
will of our heavenly Father; yea, that all things must be subservient to our salyattbwe know
that all things work together for good to thetmat love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpos€Rom. 8:28). May the good Lord help us to believe this always.

2. In The Scriptures God Reveals Himself As The Faithful Covenant God

The Scriptures are the God-given eyeglasses which correct our faulty spiritual vision and
enable us to see aright the revelation whidd @Gakes of Himself in the world which He has
created. This is the first aspect in which the Bible presents itself. But the Bible also fulfills a



second function. The Bible is a record book in whie outlined the history of God's dealings

with men from the creation to the final judgment. In the Bible God reveals Himself as a covenant-
making, covenant-keeping God. For God's wajth wien differ from His ways with plants and
animals. God deals with men by way of covenant. He makes His promises and keeps them. All
He requires of us on our part is faith and obedieAdethe paths of the LORD are mercy and
truth unto such as keep His covenant and His testim¢Rs&dm 25:10).

Hence the Bible ithe Book of the Covenarithis is the name which was bestowed upon the
holy Scriptures when they were first givenMwunt Sinai. Here God met with His people and
promised that if they would keep His covenéid in turn would be their God (Exodus 19:4-6).
Here God called Moses to the mountain top amgaked to him His laws and judgments. And
here Moses inscribed these sacred statutéiseirBook of the Covenarthe first portion of the
holy Scriptures to be committed to writing, anértread them in the ears of all the peopied
he took the Book of the Covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that
the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedigntodus 24:7).

(&) The Covenant of Works

Adam, when God created him, was perfect (Ge81). He was created in God's image and
given dominion over God's creatures (Gen. 1: 27-28 ) . Adam obeyed God instinctively, just as
dogs bark instinctively and elepita trumpet and lions roar. But God was not satisfied with mere
instinctive and automatic obedience on the p&rnhan. From mankind God desires a conscious
choice of that which is good, a deliberate dedication of the whole self to the will of God, a
devotion which is based on faith in God's promi$as. this reason therefore God entered into a
Covenant of Worksvith Adam and his descendants, of whom he was the legal head and
representative.

This Covenant of Works which God madéthwAdam and his posterity was negative in
form. Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely @Ben. 2:17). But although the form of the commandment
was negative, the intention of it was positivetHa Covenant of Works God required of our first
parents perfect and entire obedience even in such a seemingly insignificant matter as the eating of
the fruit of a tree. If they had complied with tlisndition, the Bible indicates that they would
have been permitted to eat of the tree of liféegn. 3:22 ) and together with their descendants
would have been confirmed in perpetual holinessd in this happy state they would have
fulfilled to perfection the God-given mandate replenish the earth and subdug@en. 1:28).

For it was God's will that Adam and his posterity should erect upon earth a sinless civilization
and culture the splendor of which we cannot nowehaven the faintest conception, a civilization

in which every gift of God would be used propesihd to the fullest advantage and in which sin,
suffering and death would be unknown.

But Adam violated the Covenant of Workand hence all these pleasant prospects were
blasted. By partaking of the forbidden fruit he brought upon himself and all mankind all these
miseries which have been mentioned and also the liability to eternal punishment (Rom. 5:12; 1
Cor. 15:21).

(b) The Covenant of Grace

When God created Adam, He gave him dominion over the earth and assigned him the duty
of subduing it and of cultivating its resourceshis Creator's glory (Gen. 1:28). This divine



command however, has never been fulfilled. Sinful men now exercise dominion in the earth not
as the servants of God but as the thralls and minions of $la¢agod of this world2 Cor. 4:4),
by whose wiles their first father Adawas seduced into his first transgression.

But the sabotage and subversion of Satan coatdhwart the plan and program of God.
Even before He created the world God had pralvite remedy for Adam's sin. In the eternal
Covenant of Graceéle had appointed Jesus Christ His Son to be the Second Adam who would do
what the first Adam failed to do, namely, fiilfhe broken Covenant of Works still binding on all
mankind The first man Adam was made a living soul: the last Adam was made a quickening
Spirit. The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second Man is the Lord from hébaveor.

15:45, 47).

In the Gospel of John the Lord Jesus Chirgguently testifies that He came down from
heaven to accomplish the task assigned to HinGby the Father in the eternal Covenant of
Grace.l came down from heavgHe tells the unbelieving Jewspt to do Mine own will, hut the
will of Him that sent MdJohn 6:38). To accomplish this work of redemption was His delight. It
nourished and sustained Hifly meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His
work (John 4:34). Every moment of His earthly ministry our Saviour labored unremittingly in the
performance of this divine duty.must work the works of Him that sent Me while it is day: the
night cometh when no man can wgdkhn 9:4). Only when He had finished the work which His
Father had given Him to do, was He ready to lay down His llifeave glorified Thee on the
earth: | have finished the work which Thou gayest Me t@Jdbn 17:4).

What then is that work which Christ, tle&cond Adam, came down from heaven to do? He
came to save His people, to redeem those wiBod the Father had given Him before the
foundation of the world in the eternal Covenant of Gr&egher, the hour is come; glorify Thy
Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee: As Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He
should give eternal life to amany as Thou hast given H{@gohn 17:1-2). Those whom the Father
has given to Christ in eternity shall be raised up in glory at the lasfTtd&yis the Father's will
which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me | should lose nothing, but should raise it
up again at the last dafdohn 6 39). They can never be separated from the love of God in Christ.
No man is able to pluck them out of My Father's h@uthn 10:29).

Does this mean that any sinner is excluded?\dy those that exclude themselves by their
own sin and unbelief. In the Gospel Jesus assurdsatiall those that come unto Him in faith
shall be savedll that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me | will
in no wise cast oufJohn 6:37). It is the will of God the Father that all those that believe on His
Son shall receive the gift of everlasting life and have a part in the blessed resurfeatitins is
the will of Him that sent Me, that everyone which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have
everlasting life: and | will raise him up at the last d@phn 6:40). If we believe in Christ, then
we know that we have been chosen in Higfore the foundation of the world and are safe
forever in the shelter of His redeeming logy sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they
follow Me: And | give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of My handohn 10:27-28).

As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made gliv€or. 15:22). Just as Adam
represented his descendants in the Garden ef,Esb Christ, the Second Adam, represented His
people throughout His whole life on earth and at Gethsemane and on the cross. During the whole
course of His earthly ministry Jesus did what Adam didn't do. He perfectly obeyed the will of
God. Hebecame obedient unto death, even the death of the @Pbds 2:8). By His life of



perfect obedience and by His sufferings and death Jesus completely fulfilled the requirements of
the Covenant of Works and paid the penaltitsotiolation. Through His obedience Christ earned

for His people the gift of righteousness andivdeed them from the deadly consequences of
Adam's sinFor as by one man's disobedience mameyeamade sinners, so by the obedience of
One shall many be made righteqiom. 5:19). And it was on the grounds of His obedience also
that Jesus Christ, the Second Adam, claimed fargdiople the reward of everlasting life with

Him. Father, | will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where | am; that they
may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of
the world(John 17:24).

All God's dealings with men, therefore, from the creation to the final judgment, are summed
up and comprehended in these two covenants, akier@nt of Works and the Covenant of Grace.
In the Scriptures the Covenant of Works is aalbed the Old Covenant because it was the first to
be established in time. The Covenant of Grame,the other hand, is often called the New
Covenant because it was disclosed later and msadully revealed until after the death and
resurrection of Christ.

(c) The Old Testament—Emphasis on the Covenant of Works

The Bible, then is th&8ook of the CovenaniThis has been its name from the beginning
because in it God reveals Himself as a covenakimgy, covenant-keeping God. But there is
another fact, a very familiar fact, which we must notice concerning the Bible. The Bible is
divided into two parts, th®Ild Testamenbdr Covenantand theNew Testamerdar Covenant (The
Greek worddiathekecan be translated eithegstamenbr covenani This two-fold division goes
back to the Apostle Paul, who was the first to apply the n@ideTestamento the ancient
Hebrew Scriptures. The Jews, Paul said, read these Scriptures but did not understand them
because of their unbelieBut their minds were blinded: for tihthis day remaineth the same vail
untaken away in the reading of the Old Testament; which vail is done away in @h€str.

3:14).

But why are the Hebrew Scriptures called @d Testament? Because in them the emphasis
is on the Covenant of Works. As we readbtigh the Old Testament from Genesis to Malachi,
this fact cannot fail to attract our attention.

According to Genesis 2, the very firgiealing which God had with Adam was the
establishment of the Covenant of Works. BefGmd brought the animals to Adam to name and
rule and before He created Eve to share in Aslamorld-wide dominion, He first of all placed
our common father in this solemn, covenantal relationship (Gen. 2:17). The Covenant of Works
therefore casts its somber shadow over the books and chapters of the Old Testament, beginning
almost with the very first page. The angels lbatiee guilty pair from Paradise in order that they
might be ever mindful of their violation of this law (Gen. 3:24).

This also was God's purpose in giving the Tmmmandments to the children of Israel at
Mount Sinai, namely, to remind them once agaat they all lay under the shadow of the broken
Covenant of WorksThe Law enteredPaul tells us, thahe offence might abour(@om. 5:20).
God gave His people His holy Law in order thiay might clearly understand that they were
sinners and could not save themselves by their good works. In this sense the Law of Moses
was but a restatement and renewal of the origbwlenant of Works made with Adam in the
Garden of Eden. In this capacity the Law pronoureedrse on all those that violated any of its
ordinancesCursed be he that confirmeth radk the words of this Law to do thefDeut. 27:26).



And conversely in the Law God offered liéamly to those who kept all its provisiange shall
therefore keep My statutes, and My judgments: wifiighman do, he shall live in them: | am the
LORD(Lev. 18:5).

In the history of Israel also this same emgb is continued. Repeatedly the children of
Israel turned aside from the Covenant which Gumatle with them at Mount Sinai. Repeatedly
God visited them with punishment thie hands of their heathen neighbdrke house of Israel
and the house of Judah have broken My Covenaithwhmade with their fathers. Therefore,
thus saith the LORD, Behold, | will bring eujpon them, which they shall not be able to escape;
and though they shall cry unto Me, | will not hearken unto tfidan 11:10-11). Through such
chastisements the people of God were agaimninded of the broken Covenant of Works.

But even in the Old Testamethese dark shadows are penetrated by the light of God's
grace. As soon as Adam and Eve had sinnedptiwisions of the eternal Covenant of Grace
were revealed to them in the proteangelium,fitst preaching of the Gospel. God announced to
Satan in their hearind will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his (@=. 3:15). Jesus Christ, the
Second Adam, was to be born of woman and by His active and passive obedience to the will of
God was to defeat the stratagems of Sdtanthis purpose the Son of God was manifested, that
He might destroy the works of the d€tilJohn 3:8).

Not only so but later God established the eternal Covenant of Grace on earth, in a
preliminary way, with Abraham, "the father of the faithfulwill bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee: and in théalkall families of the earth be blessé@en. 12:3). In
this way God preached the Gospel beforehamsbtaham and foretold the calling of the gentiles
and their justification by faith (Gal. 3:.8Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be
able to number them: and He said unto him, So shall thy se@seme 15:5).

Still later the Old Testament prophets looked forward to the coming of the Messiah and the
complete and final ratification of the eternal Covenant of Grélsen the eyes of the blind shall
be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall beoppstd. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart,
and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wittess shall waters break out, and streams in the
desert (Isa. 35:5-6). Then God's Spirit shall be poured out on all sl 2:28).Then there
shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and
for uncleannesgZech. 13:1). And these expectations were summed up by the prophet Jeremiah
when he foretold the coming of the New Coven&ahold, the days come, saith the LORD that |
will make a new Covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah. | will put My
law in their inward parts, and write it in their Bes; and will be their God, and they shall be My
people(Jer. 31:31, 33).

(d) The New Testament—Emphasis on the Eternal Covenant of Grace

The Christian Scriptures are called thew Testament. Why? Becsel in them the emphasis

is on the New Covenant foretold by Jeremdatd the other ancient Hebrew prophets. The New
Covenant is the eternal Covenant of Grace cotmpland finally established on earth and ratified
by the shed blood and death of Jesus ChristSéwend Adam. For this reason the New Covenant
is also called the NewWestamentlt is the last will and testament of Jesus Christ which became
effective only after His death upon the crof®r where a testament is, there must also of
necessity be the death of the testator. For aieent is of force after men are dead: otherwise it
is of no strength at all while the testator livékteb. 9:16-17).



This cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed foflytke 22:20). In this
manner at the holy Supper the Lord Jesus Chrsstuiated His Apostles concerning His last will
and testament. Its provisions, however, did not fmecolear to them until after their Lord's death
and resurrection. These included the following benefits:

(1) Deliverance from the Covenant of Warks was Christ's will that under the New
Covenant His people should be delivered entifebm the shadow of the broken Covenant of
Works, and this deliverance He began to aquitsh as soon as the Last Supper was finished.
when they had sung an hymn, they went out irgartbunt of Olives. And they came to a place
called Gethseman@ark 14:26, 32). Here in the Garden of Gethsemane Christ the Second Adam
did what the first Adam failed to do in the Gandof Eden. In agony, with supplication, Jesus
overcame the temptations of Satan and the powdarddess. Then in His final act of obedience
upon the cross our Saviour delivered us comaptefrom the curse of the law of work€hrist
hath redeemed us from tile curse of the Lawndpenade a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed
is every one that hangeth on a ti€al. 3:13) .

(2) The Outpouring of the Holy SpiriAAt the last Supper also Jesus announced a second
benefit which the New Covenant would rigi His people, namely, union with Himselfam the
ving, He told His Apostlesye are the branche§lohn 15:5). This union became effective after
His resurrection and ascension into heaven vatdtentecost He poured out the Holy Spirit upon
His disciples.Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this which ye now see afddiear
2:33). So Peter describes the Holy Spirit's comitugd since Pentecost all true believers are
indwelt by the Holy Spirit and are united by Him in deathless bonds to Jesus Christ, the Second
Adam.We, being many, are one body in Ch(Rbm. 12:5). Hence Christians are and should be
nothing else than a new race of holy men and women. The early Church was supremely conscious
of this fact. "What the soul is in the body Christians are in the world." Diognetus

(3) The Calling of the Gentiledt was Christ's will that the gentiles also should participate in
the blessings of the New Covena@ther sheep | have which are naft this fold: them also |
must bring . . and there shall be one fold, and one shepl@efth 10:16). The calling of the
gentiles was an essential part of Christ's mgateze program. Hence after His resurrection He
gave final expression to His divine purpose in the words of the "Great CommniisSiorye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observetlatigs whatsoever | have commanded you: and lo, |
am with you alway, even unto the end of the wvldtt. 28:19-20).

At first, however, the disciples were pergdd as to how they should best obey this
commandment of their risen and ascended Lord. Was it not through Abraham (Gen. 12:3) that all
the families of the earth were to be blessedd Het God promised to bestow His covenanted
blessings upon Abraham and upon his 8dear all the land which thou seest, to thee will | give
it, and to thy seed for evdGen. 13:15). And so would it not be best for the gentiles first to
become Jews by being circumcised and therr #ifis to become Christians by believing in
Jesus? Would not this Judaizing type of evlisgebe most pleasing to God? Would it not be
most in line with the teaching of the Old Testament?

It was the Apostle Paul who solved this problender the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. He
pointed out to his fellow Christians that Giirwas the seed of Abraham to which God was
referring in Gen. 13:19ow to Abraham and to his seed were the promises made. He saith not,



And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is(Ghtis3:16). Hence the
covenant which God made witAbraham was but an earthly manifestation of the eternal
Covenant of Grace which God made with JeSlsist His Son before the foundation of the
world. The gentiles, therefore, need not hewncised or become Jews in any fleshly way. If
they believe in Christ and are united to Him by Holy Spirit, then thegre the spiritual children

of Abraham.If ye be Christ's. then are ye Abraham&ed, and heirs according to the promise
(Gal. 3:29). The unbelieving Jews, on the other harth reject Christ are covenant breakers.
Like Ishmael and Esau they are children of Abraham after the flesh but not after the Spirit (Rom.
9:8, 12). Both Jews and gentiles must be justifig faith (Rom. 3:29-30). Both Jews and gentiles
must be united in one body to Christ (Eph. 2:15).

(e) Future Provisions of the Covenant of Grace

When we come to consider the future pravisi of the Covenant of Grace, we enter the
region of unfulfilled prophecy, an area in which there is a measure of disagreement among
Bible-believing Christians. In this brief summaherefore we shall seek to emphasize the points
on which all Christians agree.

(1) The Evangelization of the Worldesus tells us that before He comes again the Gospel
must be preached to all natiomnd this Gospel of the Kingdoghall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end c@viat. 24 14). Jesus does not
say that the whole world must be converted btiterathat the whole world must be evangelized.

All nations must hear the Gospel. With our modern means of communication, especially radio
and television, the fulfillment of this condition the near future is a distinct possibility even
from a human point of view.

(2) The Conversion of the JewEhe evangelization of the world will be followed by the
conversion of the JewBlindness in partPaul tells usis happened to Israel, until the fulness of
the Gentiles be come {Rom. 11:25). The Jews are like olive branches which have been broken
off the olive tree through unbelief. In their place tgentiles, like wild olive branches, have been
grafted in (Rom. 11:17). When the Jews are convddedhrist, they will be grafted back into
their own olive tree (Rom. 11:24). The returntibé Jews to Palestine seems undoubtedly to be
the prelude to their promised conversion on a national scale.

(3) The Advent of the AntichrisThe last days shall also be marked by the advent of the
antichrist. This event is predicted by the Aposftleul. Before Christ comes again, he tells the
Thessalonians, there shall first come a falling away in wthielman of sin, the son of perditjon
shall be revealed (2 Thess. 2:3). This anticlstistl be the personal and final embodiment of the
evil tendencies which have been at work in @urch since the days of the Apostles (2 Thess.

2:7; 1 John 2:18). His power as a world ruler shall be both political and religious. Daniel depicts
him from the political side (Dan. 11:41-45), Paul portrays him from the religious point of view (2
Thess. 2:4-10), and John presents both aspects of his abominable career (Rev. 13:1-17). His reign
shall bring in the great tribulation but theeriod of his ascendancy shall be short (Matt.
24:21-22).

(4) Christ's Return, the Resurrection and Judgmé&he Lord Jesus Christ shall come again
from heaverwith power and great gloryMatt. 24:30) and destroy the antichrist (2 Thess. 2:8).
This second coming of Christ shall be followed by the resurrection and judgRuenas the
Father hath life in Himself, so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself, and hath given
Him authority to execute judgment also becausesHbe Son of man. Marvel not at this: for the



hour is coming, in the which all that are in tgeaves shall hear His voice and shall come forth;
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnatioiiJohn 5:26-29). Resurrected believers will be caught up to meet the
Lord as He comes, and believers who arengiviat the time of the Lord's return will be
transformed and made partakers in this helgveapture (1Cor.15:50-55; 1 Thess. 4:16-17). This
resurrection and rapture of the believers isrdsailt of their union with Christ, the Second Adam

(1 Cor. 15:22).

(5) The New Heaven and the New Earffter the resurrection and judgment Christ's
redemptive program shall culminate in the complete renewal of the uni¥erdd. saw a new
heaven and a new earth: for the first heaaed the first earth were passed away; and there was
no more segRev. 21:1). The way to the tree of life shall lie open to all in virtue of Christ's active
obedience (Rev. 22:2, 14). And because of Chrigassive obedience the curse entailed by
Adam's first transgression shall be removed (R&3). Sorrow, and crying, and pain shall be no
more (Rev. 21:4). The people of Christ shall see His face and bear His name and reign with Him
for ever and ever (Rev. 22:3-5). Christ's Church, which is His body, shall abide throughout all
ages in glorious union with her exalted Head (Eph. 5:23-27).

The Bible, therefore, is the Book of the Covenant. In it God reveals Himself as a
covenant-making, covenant-keeping God. The @awueof Works which He made with Adam in
Eden He fulfills in the eternal Covenant ofa@e, in Jesus Christ, the®nd Adam, in redeemed
humanity, the members of Christ's body, and in the restitution of all things (Acts 3:21).

3. In The Gospel God Reveals Himself As The Triune Saviour God

The Bible is the key to the proper understandingattire and of science. It provides us with
the God-given eyeglasses which correct our fauligitspl vision and enable us to see aright the
revelation which God makes of Himself in the vdowhich He has created. And the Bible is also
the key to the proper understanding of humanohystlt is the Book of the Covenant which
teaches us God's ways with men. In it God reveals Himself as a covenant-making,
covenantkeeping God. But this is not all thatsiriye said concerning the Bible. For the Bible is,
above all, the Gospel. The Bible is a message filee spiritual world. The Bible is good news
from God. In this Gospel Christ reveals Himself as Prophet, Priest, and King. In this message
God reveals Himself in Christ as the triune Saviour God.

() In the Gospel Christ Reveals Himself as Prophet

A message requires a messenger to deliver it. Christ is this Messenger. He is the Angel of
the Covenant (Mal. 3:1), the Supreme Prophet whose coming was foretold by Moses long before.
The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophemfithe midst of thee, of thy brethren, like
unto me; unto Him ye shall heark@éeut. 18:15). And as Prophet Jesus invites and warns.

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the walses 55:1). In the Gospel Christ takes up
this theme of the ancient prophet, inviting sinnterglimself that they may partake of the water
of life freely. If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink (John 7:37). In His parables He
summons them to joy and everlasting gladnklssoxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things
are ready: come unto the marria@gidlatt 22:4). In His witnessing and public preaching He gently
calls them to eternal peace and quiet@eme unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and | will give you resfMatt. 11:28).



How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvdtim. 2:3)? As a faithful Prophet Jesus
warns us that we shall not escape. In sevdegsis He made this plain to the Pharisees who
rejected Him.Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell
(Matt. 23:33)? Those that hate the light and choose darkness must perish in the ddektiess.
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God. And thistlie condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather than lighitecause their deeds were gdibhn 3:18-19).

"How doth Christ execute the office of a proph€ttist executeth the office of a prophet in
revealing to us by His word and Spirit thélwf God for our salvation." (Shorter Catechism)

(b) In the Gospel Christ Reveals Himself as Priest

At Mount Sinai God ordained Aaron and his sons to the priesthood for the special purpose
of offering up sacrifices to atone for the sinsHi$ chosen people Israel. Each of the various
priestly sacrifices symbolized some aspect ofatoming death of Christ. For example! the law of
Moses provided that before the offerer slew $acrificial animal he should place his hand upon
its head (Lev. 4:29). This was an act of faithwilyich the offerer indicated that he was presenting
the animal as his substitute to bear the punishméith his sin deserved. So also the blood of
the Passover lamb, which saved them from tigeehof death (Exodus 12:3-30), was prophetic of
the blood of Christ which would save them from the just wrath of God. And, above all the blood
of the bullock and the goat, which each year on the day of atonement was sprinkled upon the
mercy seat of the ark (Lev. 16:14-15), was typical of the poured-out blood of Jesus, which fully
satisfies God's justice and thus pd®es the basis fdfis forgiveness.

In the Gospel Christ reveatéimself as the great High Priest who has offered up Himself a
sacrifice for believers upon the cross and is now making intercession for them at the throne of
God.Wherefore He is able also to save them ®utiermost that come unto God by Him, seeing
He ever liveth to make intercession for th@heb. 7:25). As High Priest also He urges sinners to
come unto HimFor we have not an High Priest which canibet touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like a® are yet without sin. Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need
(Heb. 4:15-16). And since Christ is our High Priest, we have no more need of an earthly
priesthood. Every believer is a priest unto God through Chfistare a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar peoflePeter 2:9). Every believer has access to
God through Christ, the great High PrieBherefore being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whonscawe have access by faith into this grace
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of (Rmin. 5:1-2).

"Christ therefore in very deed is a lover of those who are in trouble or anguish, in sin and
death, and such a lover as gave Himself for us; who is also our High Priest, that is to say, a
Mediator between God and us miserable and weetainners. What could be said, | pray you,
more sweet and comfortable than this?" (Martin Luther) (64)

(c) In the Gospel Christ Reveals Himself as King
In the Gospel the Lord Jes@hrist reveals Himself not only as a Prophet and a Priest but

also as a King. Jesus Christ was born a Kirfge book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son
of David, the son of Abraha@att. 1:1). Such is the beginning of Matthew's Gospel. Jesus was



of the kingly line of David, the legal heir to Dais messianic throne. He is David's greater Son.
At the very outset of His earthly ministry He announced the coming of the Kingttoartime is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hafMark 1:15). He was condemned to death as one who
claimed royal dignity (Luke 23:2) and on this account was mocked and spat upon (Matt.
27:29-30). And when He was crucified, thigpsrscription was placed above Him, JESUS OF
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS (John 19:19).

Christ's kingdom is, in the first place, a kingdonpofver After He rose from the dead, He
entered into full possession of this aspect ofrdisal dominion. This we know from His parting
words to His ApostlesAll power is given unto Me in heaven and in egNfatt. 28:18). And this
glad assurance is echoed by the Apostle Paul, who speaks as follows of the risen and exalted
Christ: Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every
name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth,
and things under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Fathe(Phil. 2:9-11). In His kingdom of power, therefore, Christ is reigning as
the Second Adam, bruising Satan's head under His heel (Gen. 3:15) and conquering all His foes,
including finally even death itselFor He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet.
The last enemy that shall be destroyed is d€atbor. 15:25-26).

In the second place, Christ's kingdom is a kingdomgrate The kingdom of heavedesus
says,is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, and sent forth his servants to
call them that were bidden to the wedd{Mpatt. 22:2-3). Three things, Jesus tells us, are required
of those who would accept this gracious invitatand enter into the heavenly kingdom. First,
they must be born agaiWerily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of Gddhn 3:5). Second, they musar the word of
the kingdom(Matt. 13:19) and understand But he that received seed into the good ground is he
that heareth the word and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an
hundred-fold, some sixty, some thifiyatt. 13:23). Third, they must be convertdtbrily | say
unto you, Except ye be converted and becométthes children, ye shall not enter into the
kingdom of heave(Matt. 18:3).

Hence the Gospel is often called the Gosgehe kingdom because by it Christ calls His
people into His kingdom of grace. This is tGespel which Jesus Himself preached during the
days of His earthly ministryNow after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the Gospel of the kingdom of God and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand: repent ye and believe the Goflidalrk 1:14-15). This is the Gospel which was
preached by Christ's Apostles. The Setaas, we are told, were baptizeden they believed
Philip, preaching the things concerningethingdom of God and the name of Jesus Clhists
8:12). This was the Gospel which was preached by Paul at RemdePaul dwelt two whole
years in his own hired house and received all tane in unto him, preaching the kingdom of
God and teaching those things which concernLihiel Jesus Christ with all confidence, no man
forbidding him(Acts 28:30-31). And this is the Gospel which shall be preached throughout the
whole world before the end of this present.ayad this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a withess untdlanations; and then shall the end coiihatt. 24:14).

Christ must reign, Christ must conquer! And with the coming of Christ's final victory God's
program for the world shall have been complefien Christ shall give back His kingdom of
power and of grace to God the Father, sinae ghrpose for which it exists shall have been
accomplishedThen cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even
the Father, when He shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. And when all



things shall be subdued unto Him, then shatl 8on also Himself be subject unto Him that put

all things under Him, that God may be all in &1l Cor. 15:24, 28). Then when all is finished,
Christ's kingdom shall assume its third and final form, namely that of everlasting glory. Jesus
Christ the Son of God shall sit down upon His aévithrone and with the Father and the Holy
Ghost shall reign throughout eternity as the triune Saviour God.

Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, beoutiim that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb for ever and ev@ev. 5:13). Jesus Christ! King of power! King of grace! King of
glory! The triune Saviour God!

"O victorious, O royal, O strong, princeoul-Conqueror, ride psperously upon truth:
stretch out Thy sceptre as far as the sun shines, and the moon waxeth! Put on Thy glittering
crown, O Thou Maker of kings, and make but one stride, or one step of the whole earth, and
travel in the greatness of Thy strength.” (Samuel Rutherford) (65)



CHAPTER TWO

A SHORT HISTORY OF UNBELIEF

God reveals Himself in the world which Hes made, in the holy Scriptures and in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ His Son. In this thrdd-feay God reveals not merely information about
Himself but HIMSELF. But if God reveals Himself so openly and plainly as this why are there so
few that know Him? Why is His very existence denied and ignored by so many? The Bible gives
us the answer to this question. It tells wet tinis prevailing ignorance concerning God is because
of sin and the blinding power of Satdf.our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost, in
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine untd2h€or. 4:3-4).

In this present chapter we shall endeavor @ @i short history of this satanic blindness of
unbelief from earliest times down to the present day and show how it has affected the textual
criticism of the Bible.

1. Ancient Forms Of Unbelief

Under ancient forms of unbelief we includeathenism and the various philosophies that
developed out of heathenism. These age-old®may fittingly be called unbelief because they
all involve the denial of God the Creator as He reveals Himself in the world which He has made.

(a) False Sacrifices and the Growth of Heathenism

Heathenism (the worship of magods and idols) began as a satanic perversion of the divine
ordinance of animal sacrifice. The Scriptures tell us that not long after the first sin of Adam and
Eve Abel, their younger son, began to offer upreh sacrifices unto God. And this he did with
God's approval as a sign and pledge of his faith in Christ, the promised Redeemer (Heb. 11:4).
But Adam's elder son, Cain, was seduced leydévil (John 8:44) to offer God false, unbloody
sacrifices and then, when they were not approved, to slay his brother Abel in a fit of jealous rage.
And this sin, the Bible seems to indicate, was the beginning of a false sacrificial system which
was continued among the descendants of Cain until the Flood, introduced again after the Flood by
Noah's unbelieving son Ham, and then carriethtoends of the earth when the nations were
scattered at Babel. At the instigation of thevil (Deut. 32:17; Ps. 106:37) in every land these
heathen nations offered sacrifices and worship to the forces of nature, to spirits, to the souls of the
dead, and even to birds and beasts and creeping things (Rom. 1:23).

In order to justify their false religioupractices these heathen nations rejected God's
revelation of Himself in nature and subdid all manner of foolish myths and absurd
cosmogonies. The Hindus, for example, posited a golden egg as the source of this present world.
(1) The early Greeks also derived the universsfeosimilar cosmic egg which was split in two,
one half constituting the heavens and the otherearth. (2) And according to the Babylonian
creation saga, the god Marduk constructed heawnenearth with the two halves of the monster
Tiamet after he had killed her and mutilated bedy. (3) It is to absurdities such as these that
Paul refers in the passage just mentiorigetause that when they knew God, they glorified Him



not as God, neither were thankful; but becamia ¥a their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkenedRom. 1:21).

But although the heathen had rejected the true God, they could not escape the accusation of

their consciences (Rom. 2:15) and the fundamene@lities of the spiritual world. Studies in
comparative religion indicate that in heattsenithere were three areas of major conciemst,
there was the menace of hostile spiritual powersn@es were feared the world over, and charms
and incantations were devised to ward off their malignant influences. In Babylonia especially
these counter-measures were ereaténl a pseudoscience. (8econdthere was the mystery of
the after-life and the problem of providing for its needs. Some of the most characteristic features
of Egyptian civilization stem from this interest. The embalming, the mummifying, the pyramids
in which the dead kings were buried, all thegre part of the care bestowed upon the dead.
Third, there was anxiety over the judgment after llgaid the consequences of this great assize.
In texts written on the inside of coffins and imscriptions found in pyramids the Egyptians
recorded their conceptions of the rewards padishments which await men in the next world.
(5) Similarly the Greek Orphic literature aboundslascriptions of fearful torments visited upon
the wicked after death. (6)

In these heathen thought-ways there was undolybtedch that was absurd. But, on the
whole, the thinking of these ancient heatheaswot nearly so foolish as that of modern
materialists who derive mind from matter, whangéhat there is any essential difference between
right and wrong, and who haverggated the present tidal crime-wave by their insanely obstinate
contention that no one ought to be punished for anything he does but merely "rehabilitated." The
heathen were more realistic than these modeabelievers because they perceived that mind is
spirit and that they themselves were spirits a@satheir minds were concerned. From this they
went on to reason, quite correctly, that there ninesbther spirits and that some of these spirits
must be evil, seeing that there is evil in the @oflhey saw also that wrong must be avenged and
that therefore there must be judgment and penalties after death.

At a much later date these ideas were dped by the Persian thinker Zoroaster (c. 650
B.C.) into an ethical dualism in which two uncreab&ings strove together in perpetual conflict.
One of these was the good god Ahura Mazda, the other the evil god Angra Mainyu. (7) It is
probable, however, that Zoroaster borrowed fribra revealed religion of the Israelites and
especially from the biblical teaching concerning Satan, "the Adversary." We read in |l Kings 17:6
that before the birth of Zoroaster captive Israslitvere settled in the territory of the Medes and
Persians, and it may be from them thataaster obtained some of his conceptions.

(b) Eastern Philosophy—The Transmigraton of Souls. Ancestor Worship

Belief in the transmigration of souls hasat ages been a common feature of heathenism
everywhere. This is the theory that after tetite soul is reborn into another body, a notion
which has dominated the thinking of hundreds of millions of Asiatics ever since it made its
appearance in India some time after 1000 B. C. Hinduism and Buddhism are built upon it. Both
these religions presuppose that man is caught in an eternally revolving wheel of birth and death,
an endless series of reincarnations. How camaa escape this ceaseless cycle of rebirths? Two
answers were given to this question.

The Hindus sought relief through the absorption of the human soul (atman) into the
world-soul, which they called "the self-existdBtahman.” This Brahman they regarded as the
only reality. The material world which can be seen and touched was only an appearance. It was



maya (illusion). By spiritual disciplines and ascetiactices it was possible for an earnest seeker
to arrive at the insight that his individual sqatman) was one with the world-soul (Brahman).
When this mystic knowledge was attainea tlycle of rebirths came to an end. (8)

Buddha (557-477 B.C.), on the other hand, taught that salvation came only through the
extinction of the human soul. Strictly speaking,dven denied that there was such a thing as a
soul. He believed only in a succession of rebirths. Each existence depended on a previous
existence just as one lamp is lighted from anotfie terminate this cycle Buddha offered his
famous eight-fold path. Those that followed thimgram would extinguish their desire for life
and enter into Nirvana, a word whicteans literally, "blowing out the light." (9)

In China the two great molders of thought were Lao-tse (b. 604 B.C.) and Confucius
(551-478 B.C.). Lao-tse was the founder of the Taoist system, the only native Chinese
philosophy. He emphasizedo, the way of nature. He regarded the operations of nature as
effortless and purposeless. The wise man therefost comform to nature by living an effortless
and quiet life. (10) Confucius, on the oth@md was unphilosophic, occupying himself entirely
with religious ceremonies and ethics. Filial piety was the essence of his ethical system. A son
who respects and obeys his father will be a kirmtHar, sincere friend, and loyal subject. (11)
The religion of China, however, antedates thagesages by many centuries and may be defined
as a union of nature worship and ancestor worshipixture which encouraged the veneration of
spirits of every kind. (12) It is probable that the great bulk of the Chinese people still continue in
bondage to spirit worship despite the effortstleé present communist regime to replace this
ancient superstition with the matdiséic atheism of modern unbelief.

(¢) The Greek Philosophy —Materialism and Idealism

In contrast with Eastern thinkers, the early Greek philosophers were chiefly concerned with
the external world, and this they interpretedimaterialistic way. Even God they regarded as in
some sense material. According to Thales (c. 6@ B.water was the basic constituent of the
universe. To this underlying cosmic fluid he attrémlita certain divinity, declaring that "all things
are full of gods." (13) Anaximander (611-545 B.@elieved that the universal was an infinite
(boundlesy something which was "immortal and ewtructible, unbegotten and incorruptible.”
This boundless substance controlled the motiomlbthings, and in this sense Aneximander
called it "the deity." (14) Anaximenes (d. 499 B.fegarded air as the basic substance underlying
all things, and this air he spoke of asgnd.” (15) Heracleitus (540-480 B.C.) assigned the
primary place in the universe to fire, which he thought of as the universal réagosg. ((16)

And two hundred years later this theory was vedi by the Stoics, who also made fire the
fundamental element and regarded it as the creative world-réagos spermatikgs(17)

These materialistic hypotheses led to the conclusion that nothing in the universe was
permanent, since water, air, and fire weresabject to change. This meant, as Protagoras (c. 450
B.C. ) and other critics pointed out, that there was no possibility of permanent truth. (18) It was to
combat such skepticism as this that the rlaBreek thinkers developed their idealistic
philosophies. These idealists divided the universe into two worlds, the world of matter which was
always changing and the world of ideas which never changed.

There was a difference of opinion, howewas,to what these unchangeable ideas were. The
Pythagoreans (c. 450 B.C.) thought of them as mathematical ideas. (19) Socrates (470-399 B.C.)
gave them an ethical connotation. (20) According to Plato (427-347 B.C.), these ideas were all
summed up and included in théea of the Goodthe supreme and immutable purpose of the



universe. Late in life Plato added the concept of\WWld-Builder (Demiurge}hat molds and
shapes the world of matter, using tlea of the Gooas a pattern. Because of this many scholars
have claimed that Plato believed in a persd@al. But Plato himself warned that he was
speaking mythically. It is probable therefore that Plat@orld-Builder is merely a
personification of hisdea of the Goodntroduced by him to bridge the gap between the world of
ideas and the world of matter and thus to provide a place in his philosophy for the physical
sciences. (21)

(d) The Philosophy of Aristotle

Aristotle (384-322 B.C.), Plato's most faos disciple, developed a philosophy which
attempted to be neither idealism nor matemalisut a fusion of these two tendencies. According
to Aristotle, matter is mengossibilityand ideas are tifermsthat limit and guide this possibility.
Matter, he taught, never exists by itself but anlynion with these forms that limit and guide it.
Perhaps a reference to a children's guessing gaayeserve to illustrate these basic tenets of
Aristotle's philosophic system. One child says, "I am thinking of something." Then the other child
tries to determine what it is by a series of questitiast alive? Is it an animal? Is it a vertebrate?
Is it a mammal? Is it a meat-eating mammal? Is it a dog? Is it our dog Fido?" The something of
which the first child is thinking represents Arist&leatter. At first it has the possibility of being
almost anything, but then it is limited successively by the second child's questions, which
represent Aristotle's forms, until finally it tak definite shape as the individual, existing dog
Fido. In some such way, according to Aristptle forms limit matter, dividing it into classes and
sub-classes, until finally individual organisms are arrived at and brought into existence.

Thus Aristotle viewed the world as an eténacess. Always the forms are limiting matter,
dividing it into classes, sub-classes, and finally individual organisms. Always matter is moving
up through the forms until these individual orgarisane brought into existence. Always these
organisms are growing to maturity and passing away only to be succeeded by new organisms of
the same sort which in their turn are produbgdhis same union of matter and form. Hence for
Aristotle God was not the Creator who brought theensie into being out of nothing at a definite
time. Like Plato, Aristotle conceived of God as merely the highest form or idea. According to
Aristotle, God moves the world by being "the object of the world's desire." Matter mpves
toward God through its union with the forms. IimstAristotle differed from Plato, who connected
ideas and matter by having the World-BuildBrefniurgg comedown to the world of matter
from the world of ideas. (22)

2. Philosophy In The Early And Medieval Church

Beware lest any man spoil you through plolaisy and vain deceit, after the tradition of
men, after the rudiments of the world and not after Cli@si. 2:8). Here Paul warns against the
ever present danger of corrupting the truth ofi®ith the false philosophies of unbelieving men,
and even a brief survey of the impact o€k philosophy upon the early and medieval Church
shows how much this warning was needed.

(a) Philosophy in the Early Church
From the second century B.C. onward theuefices of Greek philosophy were at work

among the Jews, especially those that dwelt ak@idria in Egypt. Here the renowned Jewish
thinker Philo (20 B.C. - 42 A.D.) constructeghilosophic system which attempted to combine



the teaching of the Old Testament with the theories of Plato ardgibedoctrine of Heracleitus

and the Stoics. It was in this last direction particularly that he sought a link between Greek
philosophy and the sacred Hebrew Scripture® dihcient Greek version of the Old Testament
(the Septuagint) used the telmgosto translate the Hebrew temabar (word). Philo interpreted
these biblical passages inGaeek sense. According to Philo, they refetht® Logosthe highest

of all divine forces and the means by which God created the world, not out of nothing as the
Bible teaches but in Greek fashion out of already existing substanckogbswas employed by

God to do this work because, Philo maintainédd Himself was too exalted to bring Himself

into contact with defiling matter. (23)

The influences of Greek thought can be seenialseany of the heresies which plagued the
Church in the early Christian centesi One of the earliest of these wanrosticism which
flourished around 150 A.D. Enlarging on the consepf Plato and Philo, the Gnostics placed
between the highest God and the world of mattany Eons or beings, including not only the
Demiurge and the Logos but also Christ and desatho were regarded as two separate entities.
Other heretical views of the incarnation in the early Church are as folitmestism the theory
that Christ's human nature was not real but merely an appeaadopéipnism the assertion that
Jesus was born a mere man and then became the Son of God through the indwelling of the Logos
and the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Him at baptiSabellianismthe teaching of Sabellius
(220 A.D.) that the Father, the Son, and the FHepyit are merely three ways in which God has
revealed Himself. And finally, these false doa#snculminated in the greatest heresy of all,
namely, the contention of Arius (318 A.D.) that before the foundation of the world God the
Father had created the Son out of nothing. (24)

Amid this welter of heretical teaching tkeewas danger that the orthodox Christian faith
would perish, but in the sacred Scriptures an@@sfly in the Gospel of John God had provided
the remedy for this perilous situation. Writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, this
"beloved disciple" had expounded the true meaning of the Hebrevdédranand the Greek term
logos. In the beginning was the Word andWerd was with God, and the Word was Gddhn
1:1). The reference was to Christ the eternal Son of God. the ¥/ord, the light of mei@ohn
1:4), whowas made fleshnd revealed His glory (John 1:14). Guided therefore by these teachings
d the New Testament Scriptures, the Churels able to formulate at Nicaea (324 A.D.) and at
Chalcedon (451 A.D.) the true doctrine of the holy Trinity and of the incarnation of Christ. Three
Persons, Father, Son and Holyhdst, but one God. Two natures, divine and human, but one
Person. (25)

(b) Doctrinal Decline—Priestcrdt, Image Worship, the Papacy

The triumphs of the Christian faith atddiea and Chalcedon were followed by a long period
of doctrinal decline in which errors of eyesort multiplied and entrenched themselves. The
power of the priesthood and the papacy steaddyeased as the New Testament doctrine of the
universal priesthood of believers was more and rfamgotten. Out of veneration for the martyrs
and their relics grew the worship of innumerabéents and images. The spread of monasticism
induced thousands of misguided souls to renotineevorld and in the shelter of cloisters and
convents to seek to please God with all marmfesscetic practices and man-made disciplines.
The saints who lived in this monastic way wdreught to have done more than the law of God
required and thus to have laid up extra credithh God. Drawing on these extra credits (the
Treasury of mer)t the popes claimed the power to deliulgencesto less perfect Christians,
shortening or remitting altogether their punishmanpurgatory after death. Thus Christianity, a
religion of God's free grace, had been transforaieubst entirely into a religion of works. (26)



(c) The Rise and Progress of Mohammedanism

Mohammedanism is the earliest and largest efclits which have followed in the wake of
Christianity. Its founder Mohammed ( 570-632 A.D. ), like many other false teachers, claimed to
be the Comforter Whom Jesus had promised His disciples (John 14:26). He made this
identification by changing the Greek wdrdracletos(Comforter) toPericlytos(lllustrious) and
then equating it with his own name Ahmed, which also milastrious. (27) He also claimed
that the religion which he preached was not yourge actually older than either Judaism or
Christianity, being a restoration of the dnagl religion of Abraham and Ishmael. Mohammed
called his religionlslam (surrender). Believers were torsender to the will of God just as
Abraham did when he was willing to sacrifice b Isaac. They were also to renounce all idols
and believe in one God just as Abraham (accortbrigadition) renounced the idols of his father
Terah (Azer). Other religious duties were to prag fiimes a day, to give alms, to fast during the
daylight hours in the month Ramadan (in which #oran had been revealed), and to make at
least one pilgrimage to Mecca.

Mohammed proclaimed himself "the messengeAldh and the seal of the prophets," in
other words, the last and greatest of them. Among the prophets whom he claimed to supersede he
included most of the outstanding biblical characters, for example, Noah, Abraham, Ishmael,
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Solomon, John the Baptist,Jesus. He acknowledged the virgin birth of
Jesus but denied His deity. "The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a messenger of Allah.
Allah is but one God. Far be it from Him thdé should have a son." (28) Instead Mohammed
deified his Koran which, he maintained, confidrend superseded the Law and the Gospel that
had been revealed to Mosasdalesus respectively. According to Mohammed, the Koran was a
hidden, heavenly book which had been sent dowtmdcearthly plane on a certain night of the
month Ramadan. Beginning withathnight, Mohammed claimed, the angel Gabriel read to him at
intervals out of the Koran, one section at a time. As each portion of the Koran was made known
to him, Mohammed would go forth and recite ithe people. They in turn would either write it
down or commit it to memory, and from these written and oral sources the present Koran was
compiled soon after Mohammed's death by the caliphs Abu Bakr and Othman. (29)

Orthodox Mohammedans (Sonnites) believe tttee Koran is eternal and uncreated,
subsisting in the very essence of God. Acagdio them, Mohammed himself held this same
view and called anyone who denied it an infidel.spite of this, however, there have been
Mohammedan sects that have disputed this degtaspecially the Motazalites who very rightly
pointed out that this deification of the Korawvdlved the belief in two etnal beings and thus
denied the unity of God. (30) This controweshows us clearly that the Mohammedan doctrine
of Scripture is only a crude caricature of the true, trinitarian, Christian doctrine. The Scriptures of
the Old and New Testaments are eternal (Psalm 119:89) but not as an uncreated, eternal book.
They are eternal in the same sense that Ged'seds are eternal. They are the product of God's
eternal act. Thewre the words of eternal lif&John 6:68) which God the Father gave to Jesus
Christ His Son in the eternal Covenant of Grace for the salvation of sikRoeishave given unto
them the words which Thou gayest (dehn 17:8).

For more than one thousand years Mohadanesm was the chief external foe of
Christianity. The death of Mohammed was succednled century of conquest in which Syria,
Egypt, North Africa and Spain speedily passdd the possession of his followers. Turned back
at Tours by Charles Martel in 732, the Mohammedan menace remained quiescent for seven
hundred years and then flared up again with redeantensity after the capture of Constantinople



in 1453 by the Turks. Under Suleyman tagnificent (r. 1520-1566) Turkish power extended
deep into central Europe and dominated khediterraneen. It was not until the Turks were
defeated in the great naval battle of Lepantd5rl that the tide began to turn against them.

These Mohammedan conquests, tragic though they were, clearly reveal the guiding hand of
God's providence. In the first place, they ser@@olate and preserve the True New Testament
Text until the time came for its transferal to WestEurope. In the second place, by diverting the
attention of the Roman Catholic powers during the first critical years of the Reformation they
helped to save Protestantism from annihilatiénd finally, it is possible that through these
conquests the way has been pregdor the fulfillment of biblical prophecy. Perhaps the coming
national conversion of the Jews will include thdiohammedan neighbors, these sons of Ishmael
who like unbelieving Israel are children of Abraham after the flesh but not after the Spirit. It may
be that thus will be brought to pass the saying of Is#iatinat day shall Israel be the third with
Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land. Whom the LORD of hosts shall
bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel Mine
inheritance(lsaiah 19:24-25).

(d) The Scholastic Philosophy—TFaith and Reason

During the middle-ages the study of Aristotle's philosophy flourished greatly, at first among
the Nestorians in Syria, then among the Mohadans, then among the Jews, (31) and finally in
the educational centers of Western Europeeretit developed into the Scholastic Philosophy.
This was the attempt to harmonize the dogmaseRbman Catholic Church with the teachings
of Aristotle, an effort which placed new emphasis on the relation of faith to reason.

The prevailing tendency of scholasticism wasnake reason and faith independent of each
other, the former ruling in the realm of nagpthe latter in the realm of grace. It became
customary to say that Aristotle was Christ's former in things pertaing to nature and John the
Baptist in things pertaining to grace. The schoolmen differed, however, as to the degree of
separation existing between reason and faith. Albertus Magnus (1193-1280) denied that there was
any real contradiction between faith and reasoithHae insisted, was not contrary to reason but
above it. All the dogmas of Roman Catholicismpentained, either agreed with the philosophy
of Aristotle or at least could not be proved false on Aristotelian groubwiss Scotus (d. 1308),
on the other hand, admitted that the Roman Qiatdogmas were contrary to the philosophy of
Aristotle but held that these dogmas should be Wwetien anyway on the authority of the Roman
Catholic Church. In such cases Duns operated tithlevels of truth. What was false on the
level of reason was true on the level of faith. (32)

Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) used Avristotle's philosophy as a foundation for the Roman
Catholic religion of works. As has been statédistotle taught that God moves the world by
being "the object of the world's desire" ahdt matter moves up toward God through its union
with the forms. Thomas applied this Aristotelieancept to the moral realm. Man strives for the
highest end, and the highest end of all is o gaknowledge or vision of God. Man attains this
end through meritorious deeds and through the grace supplied by the sacraments of the Church.
Thus not only in a physical sense but also sp&itual way man moves upward in the scale of
being toward God, the object of his soul's degj@8) This is somewhat similar to the modern
theory of theistic evolution, and many Ron@atholics today are attempting to bring Aquinas up
to date by substituting evolutionism for Aristii@ism as the philosophic element in his system.



In philosophy and science, therefore, Ron@atholicism has followed its usual procedure
of absorbing non-Christian elements rather thgjacting and refuting them. And the same has
always been true in the political and ecclesiastsgdleres. Today, for example, the Church of
Rome is trying hard to draw Greek Catholiesptestants, socialists, and even communists under
its mantle in order that through the additiohthese groups its ecumenical organization may
become all-powerful. Hence the Roman Cathaliciception of faith has always been that of
blind obedience, the promise to believe whatever the Roman pontiff at any given moment
officially decides must be believed.

In order, then, to understand the relationshipgaith to reason we must first of all take a
biblical view of our faith. If | really believe in Godhen God is real to me, more real to me even
than my faith in Him. For if it is the other wagund, if my faith in God is more real to me than
God Himself, then | am not believing but dowlgti Hence in thinking about our faith and in
describing it to others we must begin with tiiich is most real, namely, God. We must confess
that Godis, that He reveals Himself in the world, time Scriptures, and in the Gospel of Christ,
and that our faith in Him and in Jesus Christ His Son is not the product of our sinful, human
minds and wills but the gracious gift of His Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:8). In this book, therefore, we are
striving to present only this biblical and consisteieiv of Christian faith. This is why we defend
the Traditional New Testament Text, the TexRexeptus, and the King James Version. In them
God draws nigh and reveals himself.

After we take a biblical view of faith, we areetih able to take a biblical view of reason and
of its relationship to faith. Reason is the mefdallty by which we know the facts, the temporal
truths which God establishes through His worksreftion and providence. Faith is the spiritual
faculty by which, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we lay hold on God Himself, the Supreme
Truth, as He reveals Himself in and through the facts. Hence faith is not a "super-added" gift, as
many of the medieval schoolmen supposed, @asan's cap and crown, but its foundation. We
defend the Christian faith by showing thaisitthe only foundation on which the facts can be
arranged and that all the atteimmf unbelievers to substitutgher foundations result only in
confusion and chao&or other foundation can no man lay than that is laid which is Jesus Christ
(I Cor. 3:11)

Anselm (1033-1109), the "father of scholastic philosophy,” was emphatic in his insistence
on faith as the foundation of reason and knowledgkelieve," he declared, "in order that | may
understand. (34) But this biblical emphasis ongherity of faith did not long continue. For one
thing, Anselm himself lost sight of it in his famous "ontological” argument for the existence of
God. Taking a neutral view of his idea of Godfingt regarded it as merely a part of his mental
experience and then attempted to prove thatas a necessarily true idea. And in Anselm's
successors, as we have seen, the Roman I@attonception of faith as submission to
ecclesiastical authority tended inevitably to place faith and reason in separate spheres.

Hence it was not until the Protestant Reforomatihat the reconciliation of faith and reason
became possible. Then it was that believing sch@ad theologians began to describe their faith
consistently, taking as their starting point that Wwhie most real to every true believer, namely,
God, who reveals Himself in the world, in theri§tures, and in the Gospel of Christ. Such a
description opens the way to a better understandif the intellectual implications of our
Christian faith. We see that we are not only justified by faith renewed in knowledge€ol.
3:10). By faith we lay hold on Chrigteason's only true and sure foundatidnd we know that
the Son of God is come, and hath given us an urathelisty, that we may know Him that is true,



and we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life
(I John 5:20).

3. Revelation And The Protestant Reformation

What does God reveal in tlweord which He has created, in the holy Scriptures, and in the
Gospel of Christ? Does He revedimself or does He merely reveal information concerning
Himself? This is a question of deepest interesiviery earnest Christian. For if in nature, in the
Scriptures, and in the Gospel of Christ Gadhttireveal Himself but only information concerning
Himself, our Christian faith would never bring near to God. We would know certain facts
about God, but we would not kno@od. We would believe in certain doctrines about Christ, but
we would not believe in Christ as a Person. Butkkabe to God that this is not the case. For the
Bible itself teaches us that God's revelation is\elation of HIMSELF, not of mere information
concerning Himself.

(a) The Protestant Reformers and the Living Word of God

God reveals HIMSELF, not mere information concerning Himself. The Protestant
Reformers understood this fact. To them the Bible was no mere book of doctrine but the
revelation of the living God. In the Bible Chriglvealed Himself. Martit.uther emphasized this
in the preface of his German New Testament version (1522). "Briefly, St John's Gospel and his
first Epistle, St. Paul's Epistles, especiallysthdo the Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, and St.
Peter's First Epistle: these are the books which shee Christ and teach all which it is needful
and blessed for thee to know, even if you never see nor hear any other book or any other
doctrine." (35)

It is true that Luther in his zeal pushed this principle too far, even to the point of making
some unfavorable remarks concerning Hebrelasjes, Jude and Revelation, alleging that these
New Testament books did not present Christ clearly enough. But these were mere hasty criticisms
which had no permanent effect on the developm&hutheran doctrine. Under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit Lutheran churches soon unite@danfessing their faith in the canonical Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments "as the only judge, norm, and rule, according to which, as by the
only touchstone, all doctrines are to be exadih(The Formula of Concord, 1576) (36)

John Calvin also regarded God's revelation of Himself as a present reality which ought to
guide and govern the whole of human life. This was the theme of the opening chapters of his
Institutes namely, God's revelation of Himself in nature, the clarification and amplification of
this revelation in the Scriptures, and the cexdifion and confirmation ahis revelation by the
testimony of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of believers. And in Ehench Confessiorf1559)

Calvin and his followers gave a finished statetrafntheir faith in the books of holy Scripture.

"We know these books to be canonical, and the sure rule of our faith, not so much by the
common accord and consent of the Church, athéytestimony and inward illumination of the
Holy Spirit, which enables us to distinguish them from other ecclesiastical books upon which,
however useful, we can not found any articles of faith." (37)

(b) The Thirty Nine Articles and the Westminster Confession

The official position of the Church of England (Episcopal Church), as defined irhtrg
Nine Articles(1562), was in agreement with the PradestReformers as far as the authority of



the Bible was concerned. "Holy Scripture conédin all things necessary to salvation: so that
whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be prakreckby, is not to be required of any man, that
it should be believed as an article of the Faitthethought requisite or necessary to salvation. In
the name of the Holy Scripture we do untkmsg those canonical Books of the Old and New
Testament, of whose authority was never a@mybt in the Church.” (38) This Article was
included in theMethodist Articles of Religignan abridgement of th&hirty Nine Articles
prepared by John Wesley and adopted by American Methodists in 1784. (39)

The first chapter of th&Vestminster Confessias generally regarded as containing the
fullest exposition of the orthodox Protestant faith concerning the holy Scriptures. The section on
the testimony of the Holy Spirit is especiatiptable and reads (substantially) as follows: "We
may be moved and induced by the testimony efGhurch to an high and reverent esteem of the
holy Scripture; and the heavenliness of the matterefficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the
style, the agreement of all the parts, the purpogbeotvhole (which is to give all glory to God),
the full explanation it makes of the only way of man's salvation, the many other incomparable
excellencies, and the entire perfection of it, aiguments by which it abundantly proves itself to
be the Word of God. But our full persuasiondaassurance of its infallible truth and divine
authority is from the inward work of the Holy iip bearing witness by and with the Word in our
hearts." (40)

This Westminster Confessiomas adopted not only by Presbyterians (1647) but also by
Congregationalists (1658) (41hé by Baptists (1677). (42) Some parts of the Confession were
altered to agree with Congregational and Bagtstvictions, but in regard to the chapter on the
Scriptures all three denominations found themselves in complete accord.

(c) The Decline of Protestantism—Dead Orthodoxy, Pietism, Modernism

By the middle of the 17th century all the gr&abtestant creeds had been formulated, but
instead of going forward in the strength of tachievement Protestantism entered soon after into
a long process of decline which has continued thegresent day in spite of intervening periods
of revival and missionary effort. One of the factors that brought about this decline was the
development ofdead orthodoxy Many orthodox Protestants came to regard Christianity as
mainly a system of doctrine set forth in a creed and confirmed by proof-texts taken from the
Bible. Hence the Gospel was preached and taimght cold, dead way merely as information
concerning God and not as God's revelationiofiself The result of this emphasis was all too
often a dead faith, which, because it was centered on a creed and not on God Himself, soon
withered away and was replaced by varifmrsns of unbelief and finally by modernism.

The second factor in the decline of Protestantism pitism The pietists endeavored to
combat the evils of dead orthodoxy, but in their protest against the misuse of creeds they went too
far in the other direction. Their tendency wasignore creeds altogether and to emphasize the
feelings at the expense of the intellect. "Use ymeart and not your head," was their slogan. The
result was an unthinking emotionalism which lef tloor open to many errors and eventually to
modernism.

God is truth. But He is also more than truth. He is a living Person. Therefore divine
revelation is more than a revelatiohthe truth concerning God. It is this, but it is also more than
this. It is God's revelation ¢dimself In nature, in the Scriptures, and in the Gospel of Christ God
reveals HIMSELF. When once we understand #ind commit ourselves to God through Jesus



Christ His Son, then we cut off all occasiondiead orthodoxy and pietism and arm ourselves to
do battle against the modernism which results from these two errors.

4. Modern Philosophy—The Neutral World-View

Modern philosophy made its appearance immaety after the Protestant Reformation. The
leaders of this new movement ridiculed bothesidn the then current religious controversy.
"Once there was a man," they quipped, "who hamldans, one Catholic and one Protestant. And
so each brother converted the other, and God had mercy on them both because of their zeal.” But
in order to escape punishment these early mmodghilosophers denied that they were
antichristian. They were only being impartifthey insisted, and unprejudiced. And from this
claim has arisen the modern world-view, which has always pretended to be neutral and unbiased
in all religious matters.

Weakened by dead orthodoxy and pietism seovative Protestants of the late 17th and 18th
centuries failed to resist the rising neutral world-view as vigorously as they should have done.
Instead of taking their stand upon God's revelabbhRimself in holy Scripture and pointing out
that the neutral world-view is not really nelitbait antichristian and full of contradictions, they
began to adopt it themselves, especially in those areas of thought not specifically covered by their
Reformation creeds, namely, philosophy andidab introduction and above all New Testament
textual criticism. Soon a serious inconsistencyettgped in the thinking of orthodox Protestants.

At their colleges and theological seminarieseesly students and teachers alike were torn
between two world-views. In their study of sysiatic theology they maintained the believing
world-view of the Protestant Reformation, but in their study of philosophy, biblical introduction,
and New Testament textual criticism they adoptesl neutral world-view of Post-Reformation
rationalism. Today this illogical state of affaiis still being perpetuated in a few theological
schools, but most of them have resolved tdresion by becoming completely modernistic. The
purpose of this book is to endeavor to reversg tiend by promotingonsistently Christian
thought especially in the sphere of New Testament textual criticism.

(a) Rationalistic Philosophy—Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz

The early modern philosophers were rationaliteey made reason (the thinking mind) the
starting point of their philosophical syster#md of these rationalistic philosophers the very
earliest was Rene Descartes (1596-1650), whosislly considered the founder of modern
philosophy. Descartes is famous for his use of dasla philosophical method. (43) He began by
doubting everything that it was possible for him to doubt. He doubted not only the existence of
God but also the demonstrations of mathematiesexiistence of the material world, and even the
existence of his own body. Finally, however, Descartes came to something which he could not
doubt, namely, the existence of his own mindefwhile he was doubting, he was thinking.
Hence he could not doubt that his mind existedhitik, therefore | am.” This, he believed, was
the rock-bottom foundation of certainty on whiwod could build his philosophical system. (44)

After Descartes had established that it was ssjiide for him to doubt the existence of his
own mind, he reversed his reasoning. Discardimgpt as a philosophical method, he endeavored
to argue his way back to certainty, using appging-stones the very convictions that he had
previously doubted. He now asserted that the existence of God was not doubtful after all, because
the idea of a perfect God which he had is hiind could not have come from an imperfect,
doubting being like himself but must have been created in his mind by a perfect God. Therefore it



must be that a perfect God exists and thatnblagerial world exists. For surely a perfect God
would not deceive him by causing him to think that a material world existed if it did not in fact
exist. (45)

But Descartes' attempt to regain his certainty through these arguments is very illogical. For
if it is actually possible to doubt the existence of God and the material world and everything else
except self-existence, then it is forever irsgible to be certain about anything except
self-existence. Everything else, having been doubted, must remain uncertain. Hence no Christian
ought to adopt Descartes' philosophy since it casts doubt on the existence of God.

Two other famous rationalistighilosophers were Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) and G. W.
Leibniz (1646-1716). They believed that through the use of reason alone it was possible to
deduce the fundamental nature of God and the tsgv&pinoza was a pantheist. Indeed the term
pantheismwas invented to characterize his philosapHg believed that there was but one basic
substance of which both God and the universeeveemposed. According to Spinoza, God is
nature viewed as activadtura naturany and the universe is nature viewed as passiatufa
naturatg. (46)

Leibniz believed that the universe is composed of simple substances or souls, which he
called monads In non-living matter the monads are unconscious, in a stupor, so to speak. In
animals the monads are conscious. In human béirgsonads are rational. As rational beings
we acknowledge God as tlsafficient reasoror cause of our existence. The monads have no
communication with each other but cooperate according to a harmony which has been
pre-established by God. (47)

(b) Empirical Philosophy—Locke, Berkeley. Hume

The above mentioned rationalispbilosophers (Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz) conceived
of thought as consisting chiefly afnateideas which were implanted in the human mind at birth
and which developed as the human mind dmpexd. The philosophers whom we shall now
consider werempiricists(from the Greek wor@mpeiriameaning experience). They denied the
existence of innate ideas and regarded thought as simply a series of mental experiences.

The first of these empirical philosophers was John Locke (1632-1704). (48) In his famous
Essay on Human Understandin@690) he sought to demonstrate that the ideas commonly
thought to be innate were not really so since tlieye not found in idiots or children or savages,

a contention which modern investigation has sabstantiated. At birth, Locke asserted, the
human mind is "white paper, void of all chaexst without any ideas". (49) He believed that
ideas enter the mind only througknsation(sense experience, e.g., seeing, touching, hearing,
etc.) or througheflection("the notice which the mind takes of its own operations and the manner
of them”). (50) Hence, in his theory of kniedge, Locke came perilously close to maintaining
that the mind can know nothing else than its own ideas. "Since the mind, in all its thoughts and
reasonings, hath no other immediate object but its own ideas, which it alone does or can
contemplate, it is evident that our knowledgeonly conversant about them." (51) Locke,
however, was inconsistent and so declined teeldp his philosophy to the point of complete
skepticism. He allowed the existence of the material world as the source of sense experience and
even insisted that we can be certain of our existence, of causation, and of the existence of
God, conclusions which by no means follow from the premises which he laid down.



George Berkeley (1685-1753) and David Hume (1711-1776) carried Locke's principles to
their logical conclusion. Berkeley, who lateedame Anglican Bishop of Cloyne in southern
Ireland, used Locke's philosophy as the basiki®ffamous argument against materialism. He
contended that only spirits and ideas exist. Mattees not exist, he maintained, because we do
not experience matter but only our idea of matter. Hence matter is God's idea, and the creation
described in Genesis was not a creation of matter but only a creation of spirits (angels and men)
with whom God could share His idea of matter. (52)

Hume pushed on to other extreme positionsdelged not only the existence of matter but
also his own self-existence on the ground that he was not able to experience his self but only his
ideas. Likewise, he denied causation, asserting that he could not experience it but only a
succession of events in time. (53)

(c) Critical Philosophy—Immanuel Kant

The skepticism of David Hume concerning causation stimulated Immanuel Kant
(1724-1804), one of the world's mosflirential thinkers, to develop hiwitical philosophy an
investigation of the powers and the limitations of the human mind. (54)

In his Critique of Pure Reasoffil781) and hidProlegomena(1783) Kant dealt with the
problem of human knowledge. (55) AccordingKant, we cannot know things as they are in
themselves but only as they appear to us irhoanan experience. Whenever our minds begin to
speculate about things as they are in themsealyag from our human experience of them, we run
into antinomies(contradictions). We find that there are two sides to each question. Arguments of
equal validity can be found to support either tiesis(affirmative) or theantithesis(negative),
so that we cannot determine which side tetddence we can know nothing certain concerning
things as they are in themselves. Certain knowleHgat insisted, is confined to the realm of
experience. Space, time and causation are valicepds because they are facts of our experience.

Such, in brief, was Kant's reply to Hume.tBuoany subsequent ph#ophers have denied
that Kant really refuted Hume, because Kant §iragsumed what Hume denied, namely, that the
human mind experiences causation. Also martyssquent philosophers have accused Kant of
inconsistency. He seems to imply that thingghemselves are causes of human experience, and
this would make causation not merely a fact of experience but also one of the things in
themselves of which we can know nothing certain.

In his Foundations of the Metaphysics of Mordlk785) and hisCritique of Practical
Reason(1788) Kant discussed the concepts Gogedom and immortality and their relation to
the moral law. (56) According to Kant, it is impdssi either to prove or to disprove the existence
of God intellectually, but it is helpful to hawerational faith in God as a moral Governor who
will reward us in a future life in proportion to oworthiness, our conformity, that is, to the moral
law. But we must not think of God as a Law-giver or of the moral law as determined by God's
will. Obedience to such a lawkant maintained, would not be true worthiness. It would be
heteronomyobedience to the law of another. In ordebéaruly free and worthy, Kant insisted, a
man must be his own law-giver. He must &aagonomousHe must obey only the moral law
which his own reason supplies, thategorical imperativewhich orders him to behave as he
would wish everyone in the whole universeb&have. "Act as though the maxim of your action
were by your will to become a universal law of nature." We must obeycttegorical
imperativefor duty's sake alone, not from any other motive, not even out of regard for God.



In his Religion within the Limits of Reason AlofiE793) Kant attempted "to discover in
Scripture that sense which harmonizes with the hadlezsthing of reason,” (57) that is, with his
own philosophy. According to Kant, Adam's sinais allegory which symbolizes our failure to
obey thecategorical imperativdor duty's sake alone. Regeneration is the resolve to give this
imperative the required single-minded obedier&8atan represents the evil principle in human
nature. The Son of God is a personificationtre good principle. The kingdom of God is "an
ethical commonwealth." It will come on earth whbe transition is made from an "ecclesiastical
faith to the universal religion of reason."”

(d) The Philosophy of History—Georg W. F. Hegel

Georg W. F. Hegel (1770-1831 ) developedgiidosophy of histornas an alternative to the
critical philosophy of Immanuel Kant. (58) Mordearly than most subsequent thinkers Hegel
discerned the basic fallacy in Kant's approach to the knowledge question. Kant's critical
philosophy, Hegel observed, was an attemptkttow before we know." (59) In other words,

Kant tried to isolate the human mind from the rest of reality and analyze it all by itself. This,
Hegel pointed out, is a mistake. We can know nothing certain about the human mind unless we
know something certain about the whole of realitfywhich the human mind is but a part. We

can not know a part until we know the whole.

Instead, however, of receiving by faith God&velation of Himself in nature, in the
Scriptures, and in the Gospel of Christ and finding in this revelation the necessary universal
knowledge, Hegel turned his back on the orthodoristan faith and sought the solution of his
problem in a pantheism similar to that ofirBza. Philosophy, Hegel maintained, must be a
system. "Unless it is a system a philosophy is not a scientific production.” (60) At the center of
Hegel's philosophic system is thdea This Idea is thé\bsolute It is not logically dependent on
any other idea, but all other ideas are logically dependent on it. Hence the Idea is the logical
ground, or explanation, of the universe.

According to Hegel, philosophy is divided irttree parts. "l. Logic: the science of the Idea
in and for itself. Il. The Philosophy of Natundte science of the Idea its otherness. Ill. The
Philosophy of Spirit: the science of the Idea come back to itself out of that otherness." (61) The
reason for this three-fold division of philosophaswHegel's belief that the universe is constantly
engaged in a threefold process which Hegel calaectic (a Greek philosophical term
signifying the discovery of truth through discussidndgic is continually converting itself into
Nature (the material world) and then returning to itself as Spiniésis(affirmation) is always
transforming itself int@ntithesis(negation) and then coming backsyathesiga combination of
the two). Hence, according to Hegel it is "narf@and "dogmatic” to assume that of two opposite
assertions the one must be true and the othse.fs¥e ought rather to recognize, Hegel insisted,
that in such cases both propositions contain elements of higher truth.

Hegel regarded human history as the third phase of the universal pididsstic). Human
history is the Idea returning to itself as SpiritidtSpirit seeking to know itself. According to
Hegel, the essence of Spirit is freedom. Hence freedom is the theme of human history. History,
Hegel taught, is divided into three periods. First, the period of the ancient, oriental nations who
were governed by despots and knew only timegt(the despot) was free. Second, the period of the
Greeks and Romans who were free themselves but kept slaves and so knew @ugndaae
free. Finally, there is the period of thH8ermanic nations, who live under constitutional
monarchies and know thatl menare free. For Hegel freedom was inseparably connected with



the State and reached its most perfect form under a constitutional monarchy. "The State is the
Divine ldea as it exists on earth." (62)

(e) Philosophy Since Hegel—Neo-Kantianism. Existentialism

During the latter part of the nineteenth centthere was a trend away from Hegelianism
back to the philosophy of Kant and his completely untenable position that it is possible to know
something certain about a part of realitjth@ut knowing anything certain about reality as a
whole. Various schools dfleo-Kantiansadopted distinctive attitudes toward this fundamental
problems. (63) At Marburg they attempted to salvby denying that there is any reality outside
of human experience. At Heidelberg they ignoitedoncentrating rather on Kant's doctrine of
the will and the categorical imperative. At Gegen A. Ritschl and his followers pursued a
similar course in the theological field. "Theology without metaphysics," was their slogan. God is
love and only love. It was in this sense tlia¢ Ritschlians called God Father. Christ they
conceived of as the Founder of the Kingdom of God, the ethical commonwealth described by
Immanuel Kant. They regarded Him as God, butneatly. Only in the sense that for them He
had "the value" of God. (64) This Ritschliam was preached vigorously in the United States by
Walter Rauschenbusch (1861-1918) under the title of "the social Gospel* and became the
quasi-official theology of the Federal Council ©hurches. (65) As such it was a factor in the
socialistic legislation of the New Deal era.

Existentialismis a philosophical movement begun in Denmark by Soren Kierkegaard
(1813-1855). Kierkegaard's leading thought was that the different possible conceptions of life are
so sharply at variance with each other thatmest choose between them. Hence his catchword
either/or. (66) Moreover, each particular person must make this choice for himself. Hence his
second catchwordhe individual Life is always pressing on and forever leading to new
possibilities and new decisions. Hence we eveardshefore the unknown. We cannot be sure that
the future will resemble the past. Hence adally connected philosophy such as Hegel's is
impossible. Our choices must be made by jerks and leaps. Only thus, Kierkegaard insisted, will
we do justice to our individual existences. (67)

Existentialism was revived after World Whby Jaspers (1883-1969) (68) and Heidegger
(born 1889) (69) and popularized after WoNdar 1l by Sartre (born 1905). (70) Like
Kierkegaard, these philosophers emphasizedttiigidual life situation of each human being and
its possibilities, the necessity of choosing kesiw these possibilities, the background of death
and nothingness and the accompanying dread and nausea, the choice itself and the freedom
obtained by this act of will. These factors thregarded as the necessary components of authentic
existence. In the theological field the leayl existentialist was Karl Barth (1886-1968) who
equated the experience of existential choice with Christian doctrine of revelation. It is, he
maintained an encounter with the hidden God. (71)

5. The Growth Of Atheism—Materiahs, Positivism, The Denial Of Truth

As the modern age progressed, more and mobelievers threw off the cloak of neutrality
in religious matters, openly disclosing the undedyatheism, and this trend has continued until
finally it has become dominant everywhere.isThiapid growth of atheism illustrates the
impossibility of being neutral toward God's revelation of Himself in nature, in the Scriptures, and
in the Gospel of Christ. When men start their thinking from this neutral position, atheism is
always the logical consequence.



(a) Materialism—La Mettrie, Holbach, Moleschott, Vogt

Materialism the view that only matter exists, is one of the most common forms of atheism.
La Mettrie, a French physician, was an athefsthis type. In 1748 he published a notorious
treatise entittedMan A Maching(72) in which he denied existence of the soul and ridiculed the
natural evidences of the existence of Godniairly, in 1770 Holbach published in Paris his
System of Naturevhich has been called "the Bible of mra@ksm." In it he maintained that belief
in God leads to priestcraft and persecution atetfieres with natural morality. (73) And after the
French Revolution such materialistic a@fme became increasingly common. For example,
Moleschott (1852) taught that thought isoguced by phosphorus ("without phosphorus no
thought"), and Vogt (1855) asserted that thought stantlee same relation to the brain as gall to
the liver or urine to the kidneys. (74)

The principal argument of the materialists against Christianity has always been their demand
that the relationship between soul and bodyy@ained in materialistic terms. But this demand
is inconsistent and absurd. For the soul by d@edimis spiritual. Therefore its relationship to the
body must be spiritual. Hence it is illogical ttemand that this relationship be explained
materialistically. And materialism also involves many other absurdities. For example, if thoughts
come from matter, then scientific theories ahoatter must themselves be forms of matter. And
if thoughts are forms of matter, then even fanciful and absurd thoughts, such as golden
mountains, round squares, centaurs and winged hameess,all be forms of matter and as such
have a real and material existence or subsistéfhen a proposition must be a material substance
and truth a physical or bodily state.

(b) The Origin of Life—Pasteur, Darwin, Huxley, Haeckel

During the 19th century the controversy beénw materialists and orthodox Christians
shifted from the question of the ratm of soul and body to the questiof the origin of life. This
change was brought about by the theory of evolution, which logically involves some type of
spontaneous generation. At first this was no problem, for from the days of the ancient Greeks
until the mid-19th century almost everyone belgkWeat life could be geerated spontaneously.

For example, the famous Brussels physician Van Helmont (1577-1644) claimed to have
generated live mice by placing a dirty shirt in a bowl of wheat germs and keeping it there for
three weeks. William Harvey (1578-1657), the discewef the circulation of the blood, believed

that worms and insects could be spontaneaystherated from decayed matter, and Descartes and
Isaac Newton held similar views. Even Lamarokntioned the possibility of the spontaneous
generation of mushrooms. (75) But in 1862 Louis Pasteur proved that no known form of life, not
even bacteria, could be genethpontaneously, and evolutionigtere compelled to adjust their
theory to this new discovery. (76)

Some evolutionists made this adjustmentgiying God a small part in the evolutionary
process. God, they said, created the first gerliiepfand then evolution did the rest. This was the
view that Darwin had already advanced publicly in@igyin of Species(77) Privately, however,
he preferred a materialistic explanation of theiaraf life, suggesting that life might have arisen
from a protein compound in a warm pool inialh ammonia and phosphoric salts, light, heat,
electricity and other ingredients were presdiiB) Huxley and Haeckel, Darwin's foremost
disciples, believed that life had originatedtie sea. When some slime was dredged up from the
bottom of the ocean, Huxley proclaimed it the simplest form of living matter and named it after
Haeckel, but later it proved to be only some inorganic salts. (79)



Present-day followers of Darwin, Huxlemé Haeckel look eagerly to space science to
confirm their views. In 1959, for example, Urey and Miller expressed their opinion that all the
projected space flights and the high costs of such developments would be fully justified if they
were able to establish the existence of life oneeitiars or Venus. (80) And in the same year M.
Calvin named the moon, Venus and Mars asetmnon-terrestrial environments which might
possibly contain life or the traces of life. (81) Bubsequent investigatiohsve not encouraged
these hopes. Astronauts have walked the moon and found it lifeless. Three American and two
Russian spacecraft have sailed past Venus and agntheir reports. According to this new data,
Venus is the hottest of all the planets wigmperatures reaching 1,000 degrees F. thus rendering
the existence of life impossible. (82) AsrfMars, in 1976 this planet was canvassed very
carefully for signs of life but with negativesults. Two space craft were landed on Mars with
equipment to test the soil and transmit the resalesarth, but the experiments were inconclusive.
(83)

What about the possibility of creating life in a scientific laboratory? Some materialists claim
that this feat has already been accomplisiedperiments with viruses, for example, have
sometimes been so interpreted. Viruses arautaiparticles which cause certain diseases. When
they are not in the cells of an organism whighy can infect, viruses seamtirely lifeless, even
forming crystals after the manner of inorganic chemicals. But as soon as a virus penetrates a
living cell, it reproduces (makes copies of) itselétjias if it were alive. Viruses, moreover,
consist of two parts, a protein shell and a adneucleic acid (DNA or RNA). (84) In 1955 at the
University of California H. L. Fraenkel-Conrat accomplished the remarkable feat of
disassembling two breeds of the tobacco mosaies and then successfully combining the
protein shells of one breed with the RNA nuclei of the other. But as Fraenkel-Conrat himself
observed, this was not a creation of life but an analysis of biologically active structures in terms
of chemistry. (85)

Other experiments have proceeded along similar lines. In 1957 A. Kornberg and his
associates in St. Louis caused DNA nucleic acitemdes to reproduce themselves by mixing a
small "primer" of DNA with a ferment (enzyme) taken from colon bacteria and then adding the
proper building materials of nucleic acid (nudldes). (86) And in 1965 Spiegelman and Haruna
of the University of lllinois did the same thing with RNA nucleic acid, using a ferment (enzyme)
taken from cells infected by a certain virus, a small amount of RNA as a primere - magnesium
salts, and the proper building-material87) But as Dobzhansky (1964) admits, such
experiments, though very impressive, do notlyeavolve the creation of life from non-living
constituents, since some of the materials aendrom living cells and, in any case, no living
cell is produced. (88)

(c) Positivism—Comte. Russell, The Vienna Circle

Positivism was a type of scientific atheiginst advocated by Auguste Comte (1798-1857).
His fundamental doctrine was the alleged three stages of human thought. The first stage,
according to Comte, was thbeological As men passed through this stage, they were first
fetish-worshipers, second pdhgists, and finally monotheists. The second stage was
metaphysical In this stage men no longer referred mpdmena to supernatural beings but to
unseen causes, to occult powers or forces which camendétected by the senses. But this stage,
Comte believed, had also been outgrown, ainkitg men had now entered the third stage of
development, to wit, thpositivestage. Men living in this third stage have come to recognize that
there are no spiritual agencies in the univengeefficient causes, nothing but facts discoverable



by the senses, nothing but events which take placedicgdo natural law. In this positive stage,
Comte insisted, it has becomeidant that theological and metaphysical problems are insoluble
and senseless. All that we ought to attempt isdoadier and systematize the laws of nature. (89)

Comte's wide-ranging theories won him frieralsd adherents in England as well as in
France. John Stuart Mill and the historianoimas Buckle were numbered among his admirers.
Of the later 19th-century positivists Kirchhoff and Mach, noted physicists, were especially
prominent. And throughout the century there were many other scientists who, though they refused
the positivistic label, yet by their contempt fetigion and metaphysics showed themselves to be
thoroughly imbued with the positivistic spirit.

Early in the 20th century, however, positivistgyae to discover that they had not really
succeeded in eliminating metaphysical problems. They had only created a new one, namely, the
problem ofmeaning For if the religious and metaphysical ideas of the past are meaningless, how
can positivists be sure that their own ideasehaneaning? What is meaning? What does
"meaning” mean? (90) The study of this question was given the Bameanticgscience of
meaning ).

Semantic studies were carried on first in England by Bertrand Russell in the early 1900's. A
pioneer and outstanding authority in the field ahbgplic logic, he applied this technique to the
propositions of Kant and other grgdtilosophers of the past indar to discover their meaning or
lack of meaning. This procedure he calledical analysis (91) Although Russell refused to be
called a positivist, he leaned in this directiand his achievements in symbolic logic had great
influence on 20th-century positivism, so much so that it soon became known as logical
positivism.

Shortly after World War | a group of logicpbsitivists, usually spokeof as "the Vienna
Circle”, began to meet together at the Unsitgr of Vienna under the leadership of Moritz
Schlick, a professor of scientific philosophy #e(92) Ludwig Wittgenstein, who had studied
logic under Bertrand Russell, was also infli@nin the group, although he never actually
attended any of its meetings. (93) In Polarsbaluring this same period similar groups were
active. (94) Then during the 1930's interestigidal positivism spread to many lands, especially
after the rise of Hitler to power, an event whitad a scattering effect upon the whole movement.
Many of its leaders fled to the United States and began to teach logical positivism and semantics
in American Universities. And at the same dimlfred Korzybski, Stuart Chase, and S. I.
Hayakawa introduced these subjects to the American public at the popular level. (95)

These semantic studies, however, have not lednio satisfactory conclusion. Positivists

now maintain that meaning is a matter of cortien. Whether you find meaning in a proposition

or not depends on the semantic system whah gdopt, the linguistic rules which you choose.
Positivists say that they prefer to follow a sertic system in which only propositions, which can

be verified experimentally, are meaningful. (8t this is a purely arbitrary and subjective way

to handle the question of meaning. If meaning is anything at all, it must be objective and
independent of our wills. The Christian finddstimeaning in God, his Creator, and in Jesus
Christ, his Redeemer and Saviour.

(d) Cybernetics—The Philosophy of Automation

A new era in the history of materialism seems to have begun in 1948, for this was the year in
which Norbert Wiener (1894-1964), professor Massachusetts Institute of Technology and



world famous pioneer in the field of automation, published his well known Ggbkrneticsor

Control and Communication in the Animal and the Machiftee wordcyberneticsvas derived

from the Greek wordkybernetike which meanghe art of steeringThus the title of the book
conveyed Wiener's central thesis that there is no fundamental difference between animals and
machines and that even human beings are bigsimachanical. The principles, Wiener argued,

that are valid in the realms of communicatiofgmeering and automation can be applied also to
human life. (97)

Wiener tells us that he was led to thesadatusions through his work on anti-aircraft guns
during World War Il. These guns were aimed by computers which calculated the position of the
enemy aircraft on the basis of statistical probability. If the gun failed to score a hit, radar-pulses
would be reflected back to the gun both fromoiten bursting shell and from the enemy aircraft.
(98) These radar-pulses would set in operatiaoraectional process called "feedback,” namely
an electrical current which was "fed back" ink@ gun's computer. This "feedback™ would then
correct the calculations of the computer and thus improve the aim of the gun. Computerized
encounters such as these were regarded asstefitetween two machines, the automatic gun on
the one hand and the enemy pilot and his aircraft on the other.

Wiener's work on anti-aircraft guns was soon utilized in the field of
communication-engineering (telegraph, telephone, rddieyision). In this realm also there is a
contest between two opposing forces. The first of these is ¢aftadhation When a message is
received over a wire or over the radio waves gkact content of the message is never absolutely
certain. And so out of all the possibilities the mpsibable is selected by means of mechanical
devices which operate on the principle of stat@tprobability. "Information” is the process by
which this selection is made. &second and opposing process is cadletilopy the scientific
name for the electrical disturbances which brepkhe message and render its reception difficult
by making all the possibilities equally probable. The use of Wiener's methods of computing
probabilities provided a way to eliminate these electrical disturbances more completely and thus
to improve the reception of messages.

Out of these principles of communication-engineering and automation Wiener developed his
philosophic system. He regarded the historytid universe as a gigantic struggle in which
entropy and information are pitted against each other. Entropy, he maintained, is the
disintegrative force which dissolves the univaogemaking all the possibilities equally probable
and thus doing away with all distinctivenessfotmation is the constructive force which uses
"feedback” (Wiener's new name for adaptatioet@ironment) to make some possibilities more
probable than others and thus to set in matit@nprocess of evolution. Both human beings and
machines are products of evolution. Human beings must be used humanly. Since they are high
grade machines, they should be assigned tasks involving decision making. Boring drudgery
should be reserved for machines of a lower orBat.in the last analysis, according to Wiener,
all human striving is in vain. Entropy must wiime victory over information, and the history of
the universe must end in chaos.

Wiener's cybernetic philosophy has been dagmiopted by evolutionists the world over
and now reigns almost supreme in scientificcles, but like all other materialistic thought
structures it falls down when handled critically. What is back of the possibility out of which both
entropy and information are said to flow? If nothing is back of it, why is there any possibility?
Why isn't everything impossible? And what is badkhe statistical probability which is said to
guide both entropy and information? If nothing is back of it but chance, why isn't there chaos
right now? Why don't all the possibilities beconggially probable at this very moment? And in



what sense can Wiener claim that his materialgtitosophy is true? For if materialism is true,
then all ideas, theories and philosophies mudbbas of matter or states of matter and as such
cannot meaningfully be said to be true.

(e) Truth and Certainty, Probability and Error. Common and Saving Grace

Most modern scientists are convinced of orieghhowever much they may differ in regard
to other matters, namely, that science has no usabfolute or final truth. Professor Margenau
(1963) of Yale is quite passionate, even violénhis expression of this conviction. Science, he
declares, harbors no absolute or final truth. IRinah, he asserts, is stagnant knowledge. Only a
fool looks for it. Only a feeble soul insists onttr by revelation. (99And others have expressed
themselves similarly. For example, the eminggientific philosopher Hans Reichenbach (1938)
maintained that human knowledge includes no trl&l.we have," he said, "is an elastic net of
probability connections floating in open space." (100)

But can the situation be as these scientists @dtdrCan there be probability without truth?
Is it possible to abolish truth and leave nothing fmatbability? Analysis shows that this is not
possible. For when a scientist says thatth&ory is probable, he means that itrige that his
theory is probablyrue. He does not mean that it is probable that his theory is probably probable,
for this would be nonsense. In other wordsfability makes no sense unless there is also truth.

It cannot be, therefore, that all propositions arerely probable. Some propositions must be
permanently true. Otherwise the probabilitpncept becomes meaningless. What are these
permanently true propositions? God gives the answ this question. The permanently true
propositions are those propositions by whicledGreveals Himself in nature, in the holy
Scriptures, and in the Gospel of Christigthis the saving message of the Scriptures.

God is the God of truth. Through Moses He proclaims Himself as suGwod of truth and
without iniquity, just and right is HEDeut. 32:4). And Jesus tells His discipleam the way, the
truth and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by(Mé&n 14:6). The significance of
these biblical statements and many others like tisegmplained by the fact that the biblical word
for truth is emunah which meandirmness, steadfastness, faithfulne€®d is the Truth, the
Supreme Reality on which all other realities depehe unshakable firmness which supports the
universe which He has created, the unchangeatdglfsistness, the ultimate faithfulness. Truth is
an attribute of God, one of the aspects of His infinite and eternal Béimgnercy is everlasting;
and His truth endureth to all generatiof®salm 100:5).

If God is truth, what then is probabilityné how does probability differ from certainty? In
answering these questions we must remember Gloak is infinite and that therefore not all
aspects of His revelation of His truth are equally clear to our finite human minds. Regarding the
revelation which God makes of His operationghia kingdom of nature this is obviously &®m.
these are parts of His ways: but how little a portion is heard of Him? but the thunder of His
power who can understand3ob. 26:14). And in the realm of spiritual things also, in the study of
the Scriptures, our limited human intelligence loses itself in wonder at the depths of the divine
knowledge. O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding Rath. 11:33).

According to the Bible therefore, the diffam between probability and certainty can be
defined in the following way: Certainty is our clear perception of God's clearly revealed truth,
especially His revelation of Himself in nature tive holy Scriptures, and in the Gospel of Christ.



Probability, on the other hand, is our dimmer perception of God's less clearly revealed truth. In
other words, God's clearly revealed truth suggésither truth less clearly revealed, and this
suggests yet further truth still less clearly revealed, and so we go forward until at last we stand
before the unrevealed truth, namely, the secret things of God (Deut. 29:29). Similarly, statistical
probability is the truth suggested, in varying aegr of clarity, by the statistical regularity which

God establishes in the world and maintains by His providence.

But what about error and falsehood? Wherdhidty come from? The Bible teaches us that
Satan, the father of lies, is the ultimate source of both these great evils (John 8:44). From the very
beginning down to the present time Satan has spieathlsehoods far and wide by means of
doubt, denial, and deception. By casting cloudsiafbt upon God's clearly revealed truth he
makes it seem only probable. For example, Satan said torEaehath God said, Ye shall not eat
of every tree of the garder{&en. 3:1). Did God really say anything like this? Then from doubt
Satan brings sinners fartheran open denial of God's trutfie shall not surely djé&satan assured
Eve (Gen. 3:4). And having thus prepared the way, Satan completes his work of deception by
suggesting a false alternative to tdke place of the rejected trutfor God doth know that in the
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shalbpened, and ye shall las gods, knowing good and
evil (Gen. 3:5). By such false hypotheses and theories down through the ages Satan has ensnared
the lost members of our fallen human race and made them his willing captives (2 Tim. 2:26).

By his deceits and stratagems Satan regyes the minds and hearts of unbelieving sinners
and over their civilization and culture. He is tpad of this world2 Cor. 4:4). Yet even here he
does not hold undisputed sway. For the Bible teadhat the Holy Spirit exercises a restraining
influence over the minds and hearts of sinful men which prevents their wickedness from attaining
its full potential and thwarts the evil purposes ofdiegil. This influence of the Holy Spirit does
not save sinners. It merely restrains their wittless, often making them capable of an outward
righteousness (Matt. 5:20). It is calledmmon gracéecause it is bestowed upon all unbelieving
sinners in common, both upon those who likeddiemus later repennd believe (John 19:39)
and upon those who like the rich, young ruler peisisinbelief and finally perish (Mark 10:22).
To this common grace of the Holy Spirit is todiéributed all the relative truth and goodness that
is to be found in unbelieving thought and life. Whhe Holy Spirit withdraws this restraining
influence, public morality sinks to record lows,iaghe days before the flood (Gen. 6:3), in the
days of the Roman Empire (Rom.1:24), and also, it seems, today.

It is possible, therefore, and useful to makdistinction between Truth and facts. Truth is
eternal. It is an attribute of God. Facts, the other hand, are the temporal truths which God
establishes by His works of creation and providence. Facts are revealed by God to men through
their thought processes, and in the facts God reveals Himself. Because of common grace
unbelievers are able to know many facts. @fteeir knowledge of the facts is much more
extensive than that of most believers. But simakelievers reject God's revelation of Himself in
the facts, their knowledge of the facts is inctetgy and their thinking is full of fallacies and
inconsistencies.

When a sinner repents and believes in Christ, he is lifted out of the reabbmuofon grace
into the realm ofsaving grace The Holy Spirit no longer merely restrains his sin but
progressively eradicates it. The converted sineepmes a new creature in Christ and acquires a
new way of looking at every question (2 Cbrl7). He no longer sees the truth as unbelievers do
in disconnected flashes but as an organic wholielwias its center in God's clear revelation of
Himself in nature, in the holy Scriptures, andttie Gospel of Christ. Beginning at this central
point, he strives to follow this divine trutbut into every sphere of thought and then to



communicate this truth to othefhou hast given a banner to them that fear Thee; that it may be
displayed because of the trufhsalm 60:4).

(f) Christian Truth Versus Godless Economic Theory

Currently there is perhaps no area of hunteought in which the application of Christian
truth is more needed than in the realm of ecdosrand sociology, for it is here that Satan today
seems to be making his most deadly impact. It is fitting therefore that we conclude our history of
unbelief with a few remarks in this field.

The modern science of economics is generatipsidered to have originated with the
Scottish philosopher Adam Smith, who in 17Féblished a book that won him lasting fame,
entitled, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nationthis treatise Smith
contended that there are three factors on wthiehwealth of any nation depends, namely, labor,
capital, and the law of supply and demand. Theaifmm of these three factors should be left to
the control of private individuals without ampvernment interference or control. "All systems
either of preference or of restraint, therefdyeing thus completely taken away, the obvious and
simple system of natural liberty establishes fte&lts own accord. Every man, as long as he does
not violate the laws of justice, is left perfectige to pursue his own interest in his own way, and
to bring both his industry and capital into competitwith those of any other man, or order of
men." (101) This principle of non-interference thie part of government has often been called
thelaissez-fairg(hands-off) principle.

Adam Smith's famous book had far-reaching effects. For one thing, it transformed
economics from a practical concern into an academic matter. Soon economics was taught in
universities and written about in scholarly publicati by theorists, many of them with little
actual experience in commerce and industry. Then, as the years rolled by, these scholarly
"economists" grew more ambitious. No longer content merely to teach and write but desiring to
rule, they gravitated more and more towardiaam. Discarding Adam Smith's principle of
laissez-faire they founded organizations and politicaktjges to work for state ownership and
control of economic resources. One of the best known of these socialistic associations was
organized in 1884 by a group of English radicals. Since their strategy was to bring about social
changes gradually, they named themselves tihgaReSociety after the ancient Roman general
Fabius, who won a decisive victory through théiqyoof delay. Not less sinister, all through the
later 19th century there lurked in the background the communist party of Marx, Engels, Bukharin,
and Lenin, who developed Adam Smith's emphasis on the importance of labor into a program of
world-wide revolution and world-wide governmahtownership and control allegedly for the
benefit of the workers.

The catastrophic changes of World War | fanned all these smoldering embers into flames
which reached our own country in 1933. Since tlate the government of the United States has
fallen increasingly under the domination of subver@lements (socialists, Fabians, communists)
commonly called the "Liberal-left." With this Libdseft at the helm, our American ship of state
has met with disaster after disaster, especiallthéinternational sphere. Since World War |l
communists have taken over Eastern Europe, & Hluba, and parts of other regions such as
Indochina, the Near East, Africa, and South AnserMore than one billion human beings have
been enslaved. And when we come to armamémgssituation is still more frightful. In 1962 the
United States had 2 1/2 to 10 times as much nuclear firepower as the Soviet Union. (102) In
1972, after the signing of the Salt | armament agreement in Moscow, Dr. Henry Kissinger
acknowledged that the Soviets had a 3-todVaatage over the United States in explosive



tonnage. (103) But the only response of the Liblefalto this terrible danger has been to cancel
the B-1 Bomber, delay production of the neutron bomb, and give away the Panama Canal.

For many years it has been evident that the teng objective of the Liberal-left leaders is
to bring about the surrender of the United StatethéoSoviet Union. This drastic step, they
believe, is necessary in order to establish a @vV&bvernment. In 1958 the U. S. Senate was
thrown into furor by tidings of a book entitled "&tegic Surrender,” which had been prepared by
the Rand Corporation, the first and greatesthaf federal government "think-factories," and
distributed to the U. S. Air Force. (104) 1861 a bulletin was prepared by the State Department
proposing surrender of military power to a UditBlations Peace Force. (105) This also was
discussed in the Senate, but this time therenwafuror. Instead the bulletin was defended by a
liberal Senator as "the fixed, determined, apgroved policy of the Government of the United
States of America." (106) In 1963 a study was made by a group of 60 scientists and engineers
headed by Nobel-prize-winning physicist Eugene P. Wigner in the area of civil defense. The
group proposed a tunnel grid system which for the price of $38 billion would provide all U. S.
cities of over 250,000 population with protectiagainst nuclear attack. Their report was
submitted to the Defense Department and placetbrage. (107) Similarly, on Feb. 9, 1967, the
Joint Chiefs of Staff recommended a plan pdowy a thin anti-missile defense for the entire
United States and added protection for the 50 largigss. (108) A bill endorsing this plan was
passed by the Senate 86 to 2 on Mar. 21, 196 Défeinse Secretary McNamara said it would be
too expensive ($4 billion a year for 10 ygamand so nothing was done about it. (109)

In 1969 appropriations were voted for two antssile sites, but only one was constructed,
and even this was abandoned in 1975. In contitastRussians have a fully operative anti-missile
system around Moscow. Most of their new factories are built away from large urban areas, and
Russian society is now equipped to go underground at short notice, with immense shares of
foodstocks buried. Missile sites also have been hardened to about 15 times the strength of those in
the United States. (110)

If the projected "strategic surrender” of the United States to a Russian dominated United
Nations actually takes place, Bible-believing Christians everywhere will be facing persecution
and death, and the preaching of the GospléMell nigh cease. Until Jesus comes, therefore we
must do our duty as Christian citizens. We must expose and oppose the evil program of the
Liberal-left and work for the re-armament asecurity of our country. All available resources
must be allocated to this end. Wasteful programs must be discontinued.

Does this mean that we are to returrthte economic doctrines of Adam Smith? Not quite.
For Smith was a skeptic, a friend of David Hymaed because he was a skeptic he failed to
appreciate, or even to consider, the most itgmdrof all the causes of the wealth of nations,
namely, the blessing of God and the influence of Christian TButhseek ye first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added untfvaitl 6-33). Even
earthly interests prosper best under the sunligtiiefsospel. This is why even unbelievers, even
those who reject the Saviour whom the Gospetlaims, prefer to live in Christian countries
rather than non-Christian countries and in Pratgstountries rather than in Roman Catholic
countries. And the testimony of history is tethame effect. The Near East, for example, was
once the richest region in Christendom, bierathe Mohammedan conquest it speedily became
poverty stricken. At the time of the Reformation Spain and Italy were the most wealthy nations in
Europe, while England was poor and Scotland drans. Then the Gospel came to Britain, and
this relationship was reversed. And in all Naatid South America the only wealthy nation is our



own United States, in which alone (with the exmmapof the Protestant provinces of Canada) the
preaching of the Gospel has had free course.

While defending our country, therefore, we must not forget to defend the Bible, for this is
still more basic. Honesty, moral purity, andistr in God are the foundations of national and
personal prosperity, and these fundamerdadstaught only in the holy ScripturéBwo things
have | required of Thee; deny me them not bdfdie: Remove far from me vanity and lies: give
me neither poverty nor riches; feetk with food convenient for njerov. 30:7-8. But my God
shall supply all your need accordinglitis riches in glory by Christ Jes(Bhil. 4:19).

(g9) Victorious Faith! —The Difference Between Faith and Doubting

Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily | say unto you, If ye have faith and doubt not, ye
shall not only do this which is done to the fig trbat also if ye shall say to this mountain, Be
thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be (datt. 21:21). Here Jesus promises
us that if wehave faithand doubt not even that great mountain of unbelief which now
encompasses the earth shall fall before us.hBuwt do we obtain this faith? How do we know
whether we have it or not? How can we tell wieetwe are believing or doubting? What is the
difference between faith and doubting? The Biblewars these questionstime eleventh chapter
of Hebrews.

He that cometh to God must believe thatisleand that He is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him(Heb. 11 :6b). If | truly believe in God, then God is more real to me than
anything else | know, more real even than my faith in Him. For if anything else is more real to me
than God Himself, then | am not believing but doubting. | am real, my experiences are real, my
faith is real, but God is more real. Otherwise | am not believing but doubting. | cast myself
therefore on that which is most real, namely God Himself. | take God and Jesus Christ His Son as
the starting point of all my thinking.

This is the victory that overometh the world, even our faifi John 5:4). In the past true
believers won great victories for God through their faithho through faith subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stoppednibuths of lions, quenched the violence of
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight,
turned to flight the armies of alier{sleb. 11:33-34). Today we also can be victorious through
faith if we doubt not, if we take God and Hisvelation of Himself in holy Scripture as the
starting point of all our thinking. In science, in philosophy, in New Testament textual criticism,
and in every other field of intellectual engeg our thinking must differ from the thinking of
unbelievers. We must begin with God.

(For further discussion consielieving Bible Studyp. 2-3, 219-222.)



CHAPTER THREE

A SHORT HISTORY OF MODERNISM

There are many scholars today who claim to be orthodox Christians and yet insist that the
New Testament text ought not to be studied from the believing point of view but from a neutral
point of view. (1) The New Testament text, theyimtein, ought to be treated just as the texts of
other ancient books are treated. And in this theyfollowers of Westcott and Hort (1881), who
still remain the best known advocates of this neutral principle.

In this present chapter we will endeavor to paint the error of this neutral, naturalistic
New Testament textual criticism and to shimow it has led to skepticism and modernism.

1. The Skeptical Tendency Of Natlistic New Testament Textual Criticism

The following short history of New Testament textual criticism will show how the use of the
naturalistic method leads inevitably to skeism regarding the New Testament text.

(a) The Reformation Period—The Theologial Approach to the New Testament Text

New Testament textual criticism cannot prdpebe said to have begun until the New
Testament was first placed in print in 1516, gear before the commencement of the Protestant
Reformation. Hence the first New Testamdextual critics were editors such as Erasmus
(1466-1536), printers such as Stephanus (1503-1888)Reformers such as Calvin (1509-1564)
and Beza (1519-1605). A study of Calvin's commentaries and the notes of Erasmus and Beza
indicates that these 16th-century scholars had ndtedloout any clearly defined system of New
Testament textual criticism. In this departmeitbiblical study they were unmethodical, and
some of their remarks concerning the New Testament canon and text reflect the humanistic
culture in which they had been reared. Buttheir actual editing and printing of the New
Testament they were guided by the common faitihénReceived Text. For in their appeal to the
New Testament against the errors of the pafamythe Roman Catholic doctrinal system these
Reformers were not introducing a novelty but wiadéng back on a principle which long before
the Reformation had been acknowledged bgrgane. For centuries it had been commonly
believed that the currently received New Testantext, primarily the Greek text and secondarily
the Latin text, was the True New TestamenktTwhich had been preserved by God's special
providence. It was out of this common faith, #fere, that the printed Textus Receptus was born
through the editorial labors of Erasmus and his successors under the guiding hand of God. Hence
during the Reformation Period the approachthte New Testament text was theological and
governed by the common faith in holy Scriptuned dor this reason even in those early days the
textual criticism of the New Testament was difféaréeom the textual criticism of other ancient
books.

(b) The Age of Rationalism - The Naturaliic Approach to the New Testament Text

After the commencement of the 17th century rationalists began to arise who laid aside the
theological approach to the New Testament &ext took up in its stead the naturalistic approach



which makes no distinction between the text of the New Testament and that of a purely human
book. Denying the common faith, they handledNleev Testament text in a wholly secular way.

One of the most famous of these rationalistss Hugo Grotius (1583-1645), celebrated Dutch
statesman and theologian. In hgnotations (pub. 1641-50) Grotius made a number of
conjectural emendations, in the New Testamextt {2) a procedure which was then customary

in the editing of ancient classical authors. And in 1658 Stephen Courcelles, professor at the
Arminian College in Amsterdam, continuedistitrend by publishing an edition of the New
Testament containing some of the conjectures of Grotius and also some of his own mixed
indiscriminately with variant readings dravirom the New Testament manuscripts. (3) This
action on Courcelles' part created alarm amortgpddx Christians and awakened new interest in

the problem of the New Testament text.

In 1675 John Fell, Dean of Christ Church daer Bishop of Oxford, suggested a new way
of attacking this problem. In places in whiitte New Testament manuscripts differed from each
other we should think of the scribes that copied manuscripts rather than of the original
apostolic authors. By noticing all the variowsys in which these scribes made mistakes, we
would be able to detect false readings and fmadly arrive at the true reading by a process of
elimination. (4) This suggestion was taken seriously by Gerhard von Maestricht, an official of the
city of Bremen, who in 1711 published 43 rules for New Testament textual criticism most of
which dealt with the mistakes scribes were likelyrtake. (5) And this shift of attention from the
inspired authors of the New Testament to thenspired scribes that copied it was another step
toward a completely naturalistic New Testament textual criticism.

In 1720 Richard Bentley (1662-1742), famdDambridge scholar, proposed a thoroughly
naturalistic method of New Testament textual detit What he advocated was the rejection of
the printed Greek New Testament text altogethred of the readings of the majority of the
manuscripts and the construction of a new text by comparing the oldest Greek New Testament
manuscripts with the oldest manuscripts o ttatin Vulgate. He believed that these ancient
Greek and Latin manuscripts would agree vergealyp and that this close agreement would make
it possible to recover the New Testament texthim form in which it existed at the time of the
Council of Nicaea (325 A.D.). (6) He also belidvihat this method of textual criticism would
improve the "barbarous" style of the existing New Testament text and "make it more worthy of a
revelation." (7)

J. A. Bengel (1687-1752) was an orthodox German Lutheran except in the realm of New
Testament textual criticism. Here like Bentley inelined toward rationalism. He claimed to
believe in the providential preservation of the Sarrigs$, but when he began to deal with the New
Testament text he laid this doctrine on the shelf as an unworkable principle. "Concerning the care
of the early Church for the purity of the magtipts and concerning the fruits of this care,
whatever is clearly taught must be eagerly amdigly maintained. But it is certainly difficult to
explain through what churches and ages this errended, and whatever it was it did not keep
from coming into existence those variant readings which circulate today and which are more
easily removed when their origin is known." (8)

In his own textual criticism Bengel relied &entley's method of comparing various classes
of manuscripts with each other. (9) Also he laid great stress on a rule which he himself had
formulated: "The hard reading is to be prefemiethe easy reading." (10) When there is a choice,
Bengel argued, between a reading which is hardnderstand and a reading which is easy to
understand, the hard reading must be the genuine one, because the orthodox scribes always
changed the hard readings to make them easy. Hence, according to Bengel, the orthodox



Christians had corrupted their own New Testament text. This hypothesis amounted to a denial of
the doctrine that God by His special providence had preserved the True Text down through the
ages in the usage of believers. It is no wonderetfore that an outcry was raised against Bengel

by conservative Christians in Germany.

(c) The Age of Enlightenment—The Skeptical Approach to the New Testament Text

The last half of the 18th century in Gerrgawas the age of "enlightenment" in which
rationalism was positively encouraged by FredeHlgcthe "philosopher king," who reigned over
Prussia 46 years (1740-86). Under these conditibasskepticism inherent in the naturalistic
method of New Testament textual criticism was clearly brought out.

Johann Semler (1725-91), professor at Halle, waditht textual critic to suggest that the
New Testament manuscripts had been edited, notlyneopied, by the ancient scribes. (11) He
was bold also in some of his conjectures camiogrthe New Testament text. For example, he
believed that chapter 9 of 2 Corinthians veafragment inserted by the scribes in its present
location and that chapter 16 of Romans was orllyiraletter to the Corinthians that got attached
to Romans by mistake. (12) And in other respatge Semler revealed himself as one of the first
modernists. He believed that both the Old #relNew Testament canons had grown by degrees
and that therefore the Scriptures were not ieshbin the traditional sense. According to Semler,
the teaching of Jesus and the Apostles cordailewish conceptions of merely "local" and
"temporal” value which it was the task of scientific exegesis to point out. (13)

J. J. Griesbach (1745-1812), pupil of Semler and professor at Jena, early declared himself a
skeptic regarding the New Testament text. In 1771 he wrote, "The New Testament abounds in
more glosses, additions, and interpolationgpsely introduced than any other book." (14) And
during his long career there is no indication that he ever changed this view. He was noted for his
critical editions of the New Testament and fag tomprehensive way in which he worked out a
classification of the New Testament manuscriipts three "rescensions” or ancestral groups. (15)

He also developed the thought implicit in Bengellg,rtiThe hard reading is to be preferred to
the easy reading." Like Bengel he interpreted thie to mean that the orthodox Christians had
corrupted their own New Testament text. (16) According to Gadsbwhenever the New
Testament manuscripts varied from each othermitiedox readings were to be ruled out at once
as spurious. "The most suspicious reading df @ltiesbach wrote, "is the one that yields a sense
favorable to the nourishment of piety (especiallynastic piety).” And to this he added another
directive: "When there are many variant readimgene place, that reading which more than the
others manifestly favors the dogmas of the orthodox is deservedly regarded as suspicious."

Griesbach's skepticism was shared by J. L. Hug (1765-1846), who in 1808 advanced the
theory that in the 2nd centuryettNew Testament text had become deeply degenerate and corrupt
and that all the extant New Testament texts wenelneditorial revisions of this corrupted text.

(17) And Carl Lachmann (1793-1851) continuedthis same skeptical vein. He believed that
from the extant manuscripts it was not possibleaiestruct a text which would reach any farther
back than the 4th century. To bridge the gap betwthis reconstructed 4th-century text and the
original text Lachmann proposed to resort to conjectural emendation. In 1831 he published an
edition of the Greek New Testament which reflected his views. (18)

(d) Westcott and Hort—The Light That Failed



In the 1860's manuscripfdephandB were made available to scholars through the labors of
Tregelles and Tischendorf, and in 1881 Weistamd Hort (19) published their celebrated
Introductionin which they endeavored to settle theaANBestament text on the basis of this new
information. They propounded the theory that thiginal New Testamenext has survived in
almost perfect condition in these two manuscripts, especialB/ ifhis theory attained almost
immediately a tremendous popularity, being accepted everywhere both by liberals and
conservatives. Liberals liked it because it represkrihe latest thing in the science of New
Testament textual criticism. Conservatives liked it because it seemed to grant them that security
for which they were seeking. But since this ségthad no foundation in faith, it has not proved
lasting. For in the working out of their @bry Westcott and Hort followed an essentially
naturalistic method. Indeed, they prided theneglon treating the text of the New Testament as
they would that of any other book, making little rathing of inspiration and providence. "For
ourselves," Hort wrote, "we dare not introdug@nsiderations whichoald not reasonably be
applied to other ancient texts, supposing thermaee documentary attestation of equal amount,
variety, and antiquity." (20)

Soon Westcott and Hort's theory began to lose its hold in the liberal and radical camp. In
1899 Burkitt (21) revived Hug's theory that all extant texts are editorial revisions of a lost
primitive text, a position later adopted by Steze22) and other noted textual critics. The
skepticism of Griesbach and other early critics alas revived, and with a vengeance. As early
as 1908 Rendel Harris declared that the New Testament text had not at all been settled but was
"more than ever, and perhaps finally, unsettl¢@3) Two years later Conybeare gave it as his
opinion that "the ultimate (New Testament) tektthere ever was one that deserves to be so
called, is for ever irrecoverable.” (24) A 1941 Kirsopp Lake after a lifetime spent in the
study of the New Testament text, delivered fibidowing judgment: "In spite of the claims of
Westcott and Hort and of von Soden, we do not know the original form of the Gospels, and it is
quite likely that we never shall." (25)

Westcott and Hort professed to "venerate" thaenaf Griesbach "above that of every other
textual critic of the New Testament." (26) Like Griesbach they believed that the orthodox
Christian scribes had altered the New Testamenusw@ipts in the interests of orthodoxy. Hence
like Griesbach they ruled out in advance angstaility of the providential preservation of the
New Testament text through the usage of belie\gus at the same time they were very zealous
to deny that heretics had made any intentionahgks in the New Testament text. "It will not be
out of place," they wrote, "to add here a distinct expression of our belief that even among the
numerous unquestionably spurioesdings of the New Testament there are no signs of deliberate
falsification of the text for dogmatic purposes.” (Afe effect of this one-sided theory was to
condemn the text found in the majority of thewN€estament manuscripts and exonerate that of
B and Aleph. This evident partiality, howeyetid not appeal to Rendel Harris (1926), who
condemned all the manuscripts, includB@ndAleph All of them, he asserted, were "actually
reeking" with "dogmatic falsifications." (28)

As the 20th century progressed, other distinguished scholars grew more and more skeptical.
In 1937, for example, F. G. Kenyon revived Griesbach's contention that the text of the New
Testament had not been as accurately preserved as the texts of other ancient books. "The textual
history of the New Testament,” Kenyon wrote, "differs materially from that of other ancient
books. The works of classical literature were produced in peaceful conditions. They were copied
by professional scribes.... They were not exposettliberate destruction, at any rate, until, after
many centuries, the Christian Church made @rapagan literature. The textual tradition which
has come down to us is probably that of the great libraries, where good copies were preserved



under the eyes of men of letters.... In all thesspects the fortunes of the Christian Scriptures
were different. In the earliest days the Ghans were a poor community, who would seldom
have been able to command the serviceprofessional scribes. There were no recognized
centres for the promulgation of authorized comithe Scriptures.... Then there was always the
danger of destruction.... So long as Christianity atasest tolerated and at worst persecuted, the
transcription and circulation of the Scripturesrevexposed to difficulties from which the pagan
literature was free." (29)

(e) New Testament Textual Criticism Since World War I

Since World War Il there has been little chamdettitude on the part of naturalistic New
Testament textual critics. As far as the recovertheforiginal New Testament text is concerned,
pessimism is the order of the day. As G. Zuntz (1953) remarks, "the optimism of the earlier
editors has given way to that scepticism whicHimes towards regarding 'the original text' as an
unattainable mirage." (30) H. Greeven (196080 has acknowledged the uncertainty of the
naturalistic method of New Testament textual criticisin general,” he says, "the whole thing is
limited to probability judgments; the original teottthe New Testament, according to its nature,
must be and remain a hypothesis." (31) And R. M. Grant (1963) expresses himself still more
despairingly. "The primary goal of New Testament textual study,” he tells us, "remains the
recovery of what the New Testament writers wrdtVe have already suggested that to achieve
this goal is well nigh impossible.” (32) Norks W. Clark (1966) more hopeful. "Great progress
has been achieved,” he says, "in recovering an early form of text, but it may be doubted that there
is evidence of one original text to be recae” (33) And according to K. Aland (1970), the
early New Testament text is "strongly" characterized by variations. (34)

2. Naturalistic TextuaCriticism And Modernism

Does naturalistic textual criticism breed modemisLet us review briefly the history of
modernistic Bible study andraw our own conclusions.

(a) The Beginning of Modernism—The Denial of the Biblical Miracles

Modernism may fittingly be said to have beguith the deists, a group of "free-thinkers"
who were active during the early part of the 18th century in England, where they founded the
Masonic Lodge. They taught that all religioase equally true since all of them, including
Christianity, are merely republications of thegaral religion of nature. Reason, the deists
insisted, and not the Bible is the supreme authosityce it is to human reason that the original
religion of nature is most clearly revealed. Anih this naturalistic outlook it is not surprising
that some of the deists denied the reality oftiiracles of the Bible. One of those that did so was
Thomas Woolston (1669-1731), who ridiculed Christ's miracles and even the biblical account of
Christ's resurrection. For this he was caisdl of blasphemy and fined one hundred pounds.
Being unable to pay, he spent the last four years of his life in prison. (35)

One hundred years later the German rationalists found a less offensive way of denying the
miracles of Christ. These miracles, they assesedle actual events which took place according
to the laws of nature. The disciples, howeuwbought that these remarkable occurrences were
miracles because they were ignorant of these natural laws. H. E. G. Paulus (1761-1851),
theological professor at Heidelberg, was especitijve in devising a naturalistic explanation
for each one of the miracles of Christ. Jesudkiwg on the water, Paulus explained, was an



illusion of the disciples. Actually Jesus was watkion the shore and in the mist was taken for a
ghost. In the feeding of the five thousand Jesus and His disciples simply set a good example of
sharing which was followed by others, amds there was food enough for everybody. According

to Paulus, Christ's resurrection took place because He did not really die upon the cross but merely
swooned. The coolness of the tomb revived Hamg when an earthquake had rolled away the
stone at the door of the tomb, He stripped off His grave clothes and put on a gardener's garment
which He had managed to procure. (36)

These rationalistic explanations of the mieanhrratives in the Gospels were vigorously
attacked by David Straus&808-74), who published his famouge of Jesudn 1835. Strauss
maintained that in these narratiiee miracles are the main thirtge thing for which all the rest
exists. Hence the rationalists were absurth@ir contention that these narratives had grown up
out of utterly trivial events on which a supernaturalistic interpretation had been wrongly placed.
On the contrary, Strauss argued, all attempfstba kernel of historical truth in these narratives
must be given up. The miracle-narratives, he insisted, were simply myths. They were popular
expressions of certain religious ideas which had laeemkened in the minds of early Christians
by the impact of Jesus' life. (37)

(b) The Rejection of John's Gospel—The Tuebingen School

After the publication of Strauskife of Jesughe Gospel of John rapidly lost status in the
opinion of naturalistic critics. Soon it was regarded as of little historical value, as a mere
collection of unauthentic discourses put in the mouth of Jesus for theological purposes. The
leader in this devaluation of the Gospel of John was F. C. Baur (1792-1860), professor at
Tuebingen and founder of theui@&bingen School" of New Testament criticism. According to the
Tuebingen School, Matthew amkvelation represented a primitive Jewish gospel; Luke and the
four principal Epistles of Paul (Romans,ahd 2 Corinthians, and Galatians) represented a
Pauline gospel, and the rest of the Newst@ment books, especially the Gospel of John,
represented a compromise between these two dimdlitendencies in the early Church. And in
order to give time for these doctrinal developmdBasir maintained that the Gospel of John had
not been written until 170 A.D. (38)

Baur's late date for the writing of the Gospéldohn was soon found to be contrary to the
evidence. The study of Church history reveated such doctrinal conflict as Baur's theory
required. Also the discovery of Tatian's $pel Harmony in 1888 and of certain papyrus
manuscripts in the 1930's and 1950's all indicated that the Gospel of John must have been written
before 100 A.D. Naturalistic critics have long simmmceded this, but in spite of this admission
they have persisted still in denying that John'sgeb gives us a true picture of the historical
Jesus and have supported this denial by various hypotheses.

Because of their zeal for episcopal governmand the doctrine of apostolic succession
many liberal scholars of the Church of Englawere reluctant to surrender completely the
apostolic authorship of John's Gospel. J. AbiRson (1902) dean of Westminster, was one of
this sort. According to Robinsothe Apostle John wrote his Gospel when he was a very old man,
so old that he could no longer distinguish fixom fiction. John's memory had so failed him,
Robinson argued, that he confused the auth&rdics and deeds of Jesus with his own reveries
and visions. (39) But could the Christ of John'sf have been invented by a doting old man?
Is it not easier to believe John's own account efritatter, namely, that the Holy Spirit enabled
him to remember Christ's words and to reproduce them accurately (John 14:26)?



The most common hypothesis, however, among naturalistic critics is that the Gospel of John
was written not by the Apostle John but by &eotJohn called the Elder John, who lived at
Ephesus at the end of the first century A. Bd avho also wrote the Epistles of John. This would
make the Gospel of John a forgery, since itnatato have been written by the disciple whom
Jesus loved (John 21:24), that intimate followdro beheld Christ's glory (John 1:14), who
leaned on His bosom (John 13:23), and who gkwith wondering eye the blood and water
flowing down from His riven side (John 19:35). B. H. Streeter (1924) endeavored to soften the
harshness of this consequence by speakingeoEltier John as a mystic, a prophet and a genius,
(40) but these efforts at palliation are in vaineThct still remains that in the verses cited and
also in others, such as John 14:26, John's Gosggisto have been written by a member of the
apostolic band and that this would be a falsenctldithis Gospel had been written by the Elder
John rather than the Apostle John. Is it possitdé tthis book of the Bible, which more than any
other lays the emphasis on truth, is a forgery8uksh brazen hypocrisy to be looked for in the
Gospel of John? Does this paradox which mla¢uralistic critics would thrust upon us make
sense?

Moreover, the evidence evenrfthe existence of an Elder John distinct from the Apostle
John is very slender, consistimgly of a single reference in tHeéhurch Historyof Eusebius
(323). In the third book of this History Eusebius quotes a statement of an older writer, namely,
Papias (d. 160), bishop of Hierapolis. "If anyaer came,” Papias relates, "who had followed
the elders, | inquired into the words of the elderbat Andrew or Peter or Philip or Thomas or
James or John or Matthew, or any other of the Lord's disciples, had said, and what Aristion and
the elder John, the Lord's disciples, were saying." (41)

Eusebius claimed that here Papias was meimiy two different Johns, placing the first John
with the Apostles and assigning the second Jopla@e outside the apostolic band by coupling
his hame with that of Aristion. But in integding Papias in this way Eusebius had an axe to
grind. He disliked Revelation and was loathaimit that this last book of the Bible had been
written by the Apostle John. His discovery of td@hns in this statement of Papias enabled him
to suggest that Revelation had been writtenEtger John and hence was not truly apostolic.
Actually, however, there seems to be no goodamder finding more than one John in this
excerpt from Papias. Because the Apostle Johd outlived all the other Apostles Papias
mentioned him twice, first among the Apostissone that had spoken and second among the next
generation as one that was still speaking at the time he was making his inquiries.

Critics used to believe that the Gospel of Jblad been written to present Christianity to the
Greeks, but since the discovery of the Dea&d Scrolls in 1947 efforts have been made to
connect John's Gospel with the Jewish Sectarians at Qumran, where the scrolls were found.
According to R. M. Grant (1963), this Gospes written about 70 A.D. by a Jerusalem disciple
of Jesus for the purpose of presenting Christianity to Jews of this sort. (42) But there is no
evidence of any kind that this Jerusalem discgder lived. How then could this mighty genius
have disappeared so completely from the pagésstiry? Why would thauthor of so renowned
a Gospel have been forgotten so utterly by the Christian Church?

Is it not better to believe that the belowdidciple who wrote the Gospel of John was the
Apostle John, the son of Zebedee? Is not thiatwie Gospel narrative implies? Is not this the
unanimous testimony of the early ecclesiastical writers? What if the Gospel of John differs from
the other three Gospels not in presenting a diffedesus but only in presenting a different facet
of the infinitely complex character of the Son of God?



(c) The Synoptic Problem—The Two-Document Theory

Since the early 19th century it has been cuatgnto call the first three Gospels (Matthew,
Mark and Luke) by a common nam@ynoptic Gospeldn order to distinguish them from the
Gospel of John. This name seems to have haggested by Griesbach's first edition of the Greek
New Testament in which theserdle Gospels were printed assgnopsisin parallel columns.
When these Gospels are arranged in this whg, question of their mutual relationship
immediately presents itself. How are we to expldie large measure of agreement which exists
between these three Gospels not only in contetitveording but even in the order in which the
subject matter is arranged. The problem of finding an answer to this question is called the
"Synoptic problem."

There are three solutions of the Synoppimblem which have found acceptance with
scholars. In the first place, there have b#@se who have believed that Matthew was written
first and that Mark and Luke were copied ledst in part, from Matthew. This hypothesis was
favored by Griesbach (1783), Hug (1808), and o#dsty 19th century scholars. (43) It is also
the official Roman Catholic position, having besdstreed by the Pontifical Biblical Commission
in 1912. (44)

A second hypothesis, once popular but now abandoned, was that the Synoptic Gospels were
written independently of one ametr but were based on a common oral tradition derived from the
Apostles. This view was advocated in Germdayy Gieseler (1818) (45) and widely held in
England in the mid-19th century, where it was zealously maintained by Alford (1849), (46)
Westcott (1860), (47) and other well known scholars.

There is a third hypothesis, however, which feany years has been regarded by most
scholars as the correct solution of the Synoptiablem. This is the "two-document" theory
which was first promulgated in Germany by B. Weisse (1838). (48) According to this
hypothesis, the authors of Matthew and Lukelenaommon use of two documents. The first of
these was the Gospel of Mark and the secandocument usually referred to as Q which
contained the sayings of Jesus. The common use which the authors of Matthew and Luke made of
Mark accounts for the agreement of these two @lgspith each other ipassages in which they
both agree with Mark, and the common use Whiese same authors made of Q accounts for the
agreement of their Gospels with each othepassages which are not found in Mark. B. H.
Streeter'sThe Four Gospel$1924) is probably still the best presentation of the two-document
theory in English. Indeed Kirsopp Lake (193AP) regarded it as the best treatment of the
subject in any language. In this volume Seeetot only defended the two-document hypothesis
but went on to expand it into a theory involving several other documentary sources.

The tendency of the two-document theory is obsly to deny the apostolic authorship of
the Gospels. For it is impossible to believattthe Apostle Matthewvould have relied on two
documents written by others for his infornasticoncerning the life of Jesus and not on his own
memory of his personal experience with his Lohd it is almost equally difficult to suppose
that Luke, the disciple and companion of the AlgoPRaul, actually preferred to base his Gospel
on information gathered up and written down by haotather than on that which he himself had
obtained by personal contact with those who halfedaand talked with Jesus. And, finally, the
two-document theory is unfavorable also to traitional view that the Gospel of Mark was
written by a personal disciple of Peter. For if tBigspel had the authority of Peter behind it, it is
hard to see how the authors of the other two Syn@wospels could have felt at liberty to revise
it as drastically as they did, according to the two-document theory.



But the two-document theory is not invulne&abB. C. Butler (1951) proved this in his
treatise onThe Originality of St. Matthew(50) In this volume Butler attacked with admirable
clarity certain of the weak spots in Streeter's exposition of the two-document hypothesis. For
example, Streeter was driven by the exigemcof his theory to believe that Mark add
sometimes "overlapped,” that is, contained divergent accounts of the same incident or saying. In
these instances of "overlapping," Streeter believed, Luke folldyeout Matthew "conflated"

Mark andQ. that is, pieced them together in a very intricate and laborious manner. And in the
same way Matthew "conflated" Mark witmather source M whenever these two documents
"overlapped.” Streeter never gave any motivetfds curious action on Matthew's part, and in
regard to it Butler rightly remarks, "Such a maderocedure on St. Matthew's part is not indeed
impossible. But it is so improbable, that one may be forgiven for asking whether there is no other
more satisfactory explanation of the data." (&4yl in regard to another passage Butler observes
that Streeter's hypothesis that Matthew "conflated" Mark @rattributes to the Evangelist "a
virtuosity as superhuman as it would be futile." (52)

Unfortunately, however, Butler's own solution of the Synoptic problem was scarcely
satisfactory. According to Butler's hypothesis,ttilaw wrote his Gospel in Aramaic during those
early years of the Christian Church in whibe and the other Apostles were still dwelling
together in Palestine. Matthew's Aramaic Gospa$s welcomed by his fellow Apostles and used
by them to refresh their memories concerning Jesus' life and teachings. Later, after the Christian
mission and movement had begun to take nodbreek-speaking towns and regions, Matthew
made a translation of his Aramaic Gospel inte€k: This translation also was welcomed by the
other Apostles and used as an aid in their apogtodiaching. When Peter, in his old age, was at
Rome, he had with him a copy of this Greekttidlew. When Mark interviewed Peter to gather
material for a second Gospel, Peter did not thissinemory but read to Mark selected passages
from Matthew's Greek Gospel, making changes here and there. This is why Mark agrees very
closely with Matthew in some places and differs in others. (53)

The preceding brief review shows the impossibility of solving the Synoptic problem on a
naturalistic basis. The two supposedly underlyingudoents grow quickly to six or seven, and in
addition there are conflations, translations, addings. This problem can be solved only in a
believing way. In dealing with the Gospel writers the fundamental emphasis must be on the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit under which they wrolkis this inspiration that binds the Synoptic
Gospels together and is responsible for theie@ments and their differences. Whether Matthew,
Mark and Luke made use of a common oralitiad or whether they were familiar with one
another's writings are interesting questions bubheital importance. Certainly the Apostles and
Evangelists had no need of written documentsefoesh their memories of Jesus' words and
works. The Holy Spirit brought these matters t@irthecall in accordance with the promise of the
Saviour.He shall teach you all things, and bring things to your remembrance, whatsoever |
have said unto yo(John 14:26).

(d) Old Testament Higher Criticism—Moses Versus J. E. D and P

The so-called "higher" criticism of the Old3$tament began in 1753 with the publication of
a treatise written by Jean Astruc, a French physidiathis work Astruc maintained that Moses
had used sources in composing the book of Genesis. His argument for this conclusion was
founded mainly on the first two chapters ofr@sis, in which two distinct accounts of the
creation of the world and of man are given. In the first chapter the Biohinis used for God,
in the second the nami#ehovah(often translated LORD). &ording to Astruc, these facts



indicated that Moses had used two distinct documents as sources when he wrote the book of
Genesis. (54)

Later this same theory was developed min@oughly in Germany by Eichhorn (1780),
Vater (1802), De Wette (1806), Bleek (1822), dilv(1823), and others. Source analysis was
applied to all five books of the Pentateuahg #he conclusion was reached that these books were
not written by Moses at all but by three other ancient authors, namely: (E)othiet (E), who
wrote Genesis 1 and the other passages in which God is given th&ludmne (2) theJehovist
(J), who wrote Genesis 2 and the other passages in which God is given thiehawah (3) the
Deuteronomis{D), who wrote the book of Deuteronomy. And in addition there waR&uactor
(R), that is to say, the editor, who, according to the critics, put the documents E and J together
long after the death of Moses. (55)

In 1853 Hupfeld divided the E document into two parts, namelyfjriteElohist who wrote
Genesis 1, and theecond Elohistwho wrote some of the later portions of the E document. (56)
Then in 1865 Graf revolutionized Old Testament higher criticism with his hypothesis that
Genesis 1 and the other passages that Hupfeld had assignedirsi EHehisthad actually been
written by priestly writers after the Babylonidxile and then added to the Pentateuch by a
priestly redactor (editor) about 445 B.C. &kcordance with GraflBypothesis these passages
were labelled Ppriestly) and were regarded as the latest rather than the earliest portions of
Scripture. In other words, according to Gratlais supporters, the creation account of Genesis 1
was a late development in Jewish thought and ajrnihe last sections to be added to the Old
Testament. (57)

But these critics could not substantiate thbeory. This inability was demonstrated by
conservative scholars of the period and notably by William Henry Green of Princeton Seminary.
"The critics,” Dr. Green (1895) observed, "are obligeglay fast and loose with the text in a
manner and to a degree which renders all ttlegisoning precarious.” (58) The following are a
few of the examples which Dr. Green gives of this precarious reasoning.

"Elohim occurs inconveniently for the critics@en. 7:9; hence Kautsach claims that it must
have been originally Jehovah, while Dillmanrsigis that vss. 8-9 were inserted by R (the
redactor). The critics wish to make it appear that two accounts of the flood, by P and J
respectively, have been blended in the existirg #and that vss. 7-9 is J's account and vss. 13-16
that by P. But unfortunately for them, thishi®cked by the occurrence in each one of the verses
assigned to J of expressions foreign to J and pedaly and to cap the climax, the divine name
is not J's but P's. The repetition cannot, therefore, be wrested into an indication of a duplicate
narrative, but simply, as its language clearly sha@aphasizes the fact that the entry into the ark
was made on the self-same day that the flood began.

" 'And Jehovah shut him in' (Gen. 7:16b) occurshe midst of a P paragraph; hence it is
alleged that this solitary clause has been inddrtam a supposed parallel narrative by J. But this
overlooks the significant and evidently intended casttiof the two divine hames in this verse, a
significance to which Delitzsch calls attention, thliscrediting the basis of the critical analysis
which he nevertheless accepts. Animals of eveegisg went into the ark, as Elohim, the God of
creation and providence, directed, mindful af fireservation of what He had made; Jehovah, the
guardian of His people, shut Noah in.

"Isaac's blessing of Jacob (Gen. 27:27-28) is torn asunder because Jehovah in the first
sentence is followed by Elohim in the second.



"So Jacob's dream, in which he beholds dhgels of Elohim (&n. 28:12) and Jehovah
(Gen. 28:13)" is also torn asunder; "althoughwking (Gen. 28:16) from the sleep into which
he had fallen (Gen. 28:11-12) shows that thesaaiabe parted Jacob's vow (Gen. 28:20-21) is
arbitrarily amended by striking out 'then Bh#ehovah be my God," because of his previous
mention of Elohim when referring tdis general providential benefits.

"The story of the birth of Leah's first founrss (Gen. 29:31-35) and that of the fifth and sixth
(Gen. 30:17-20) are traced to different documematvithstanding their manifest connection,
because Jehovah occurs in the former and Elohim in the latter.

"The battle with Amalek (Ex. 17:8-13) is assigned to E because of Elohim (Ex. 17:9); but
the direction to record it, the commemorativeraltéand the oath of perpetual hostility to Amalek
(Ex. 17:14-16), which stand in a most intimatdation to it, are held to be from another
document because of Jehovah.” (59)

(e) Wellhausen's Reconstruction of the History of Israel

In 1878 Julius Wellhausen published his fam@uslegomena to the History of Ancient
Israel. (60) This was a complete reconstruction of Old Testament history in agreement with
Graf's hypothesis, which accordingly was renarte Graf-Wellhausen hypothesis. The history
of Israel, Wellhausen maintained, began at $hai, where Moses persuaded the Israelites to
adopt Yahweh (Jehovah) as their tribal god. E&ferwards they felt themselves to be Yahweh's
people, and this feeling gave them a sense of national unity. But Moses gave them no laws. These
were developed later after thbpd settled in the land of Canadrhis primitive legal code was
transmitted orally until about 850 B.C. Then it was written down and incorporated in the J
narrative and is now found in Exodus 20-23. (61)

Around 750 B.C., according to Wellhausen, a tremendous transformation of the religious
thinking of ancient Israel began to take place. Mighty, prophetic reformers arose, such as Amos,
Hosea and the first Isaiah, who publicly proclaimed that Yahweh was not a tribal deity but a
righteous God who ruled all natis and would punish them for their sins, who would chastise
even Israel. (62) This reform movement finatiylminated in an exciting event which occurred
about 621 B.C. Hilkiah the high priest found ir themple the book of the law, which had been
lost. This book was brought to king Josiah, velwoepted it as genuine and called an assembly of
the people in which he and the whole nation madelemn covenant before Yahweh to keep all
the commandments written in this book. This@gtiWellhausen asserted, marked the entrance of
the covenant-concept into Jewish thought. The marewhich Josiah made with Yahweh came
to be regarded as typical. Ever after the J&wadht of themselves as Yahweh's covenant people.
According to Wellhausen, however, the book thadduced this profound effect was not an
ancient book, as Josiah was led to believethmibook of Deuteronomy, which had been written
only a short time before by the leaders of tHerra movement and placed in the Temple for the
express purpose of being "discovered.” (63) Hostaloand the people could have been so easily
deceived the critics do not say.

And what about the biblical data that codica Wellhausen's hypothesis? What about those
passages which indicate that the book of Deuteronomy was known and obeyed in the days of
Joshua and Samuel? In Deuteronomy the Iseaelitere forbidden to offer up sacrifices in any
other location than the place which God skoahoose for this purpose (Deut. 12:13-14).
Accordingly, in Joshua 22:10-34 we find the majority of the people zealous to obey this



commandment and ready to punish with the swibodé who seemed to have violated it. Also in

1 Samuel, chapters 1 and 2, we find this Beartomic law in operation, with pious Israelites
coming up every year to offer sacrifices at the Tahele in Shiloh. Solomon also, in his prayer

of dedication, emphasized that the Temple was shgle worship center which had been chosen

for the nation by God (1 Kings 8:16). And dighout the sacred history even pious kings are
censured for permitting sacrifices to be offered at the high places rather than in the Temple. Do
not these facts prove that the book of Deuteronomy was in existence and known from the time of
Moses onward?

Wellhausen had a ready answer to this joesThese passages, he maintained, were the
inventions of later authors and editors who @bito give the false impression that Deuteronomy
had been written by Moses and had always leewn in Israel. (64) And to prove his thesis
Wellhausen pointed to other passages which,dmpinion, demonstrated that Deuteronomy with
its commandment to sacrifice at one national worship-center was not known until the time of
Josiah. According to Wellhausetihese passages indicated that Gideon, Manoah, Samuel, Saul,
Elijah and Elisha all sacrificed wherever they pleased without any thought of a divinely appointed
worship-center. (65) It was to put an end tig tthaotic state of affairs, Wellhausen argued, and
to centralize divine worship at the Temple at Jerusalem that the leaders of the reform movement
wrote the book of Deuteronomy and persuaded Kiosiah to accept it as a genuine writing of
Moses.

In other words, according to Wellhauseafter these Deuteronomic reformers had
perpetrated their pious fraud, they and their succesrsade false entries the sacred records in
order to cover their tracks. But at the sameetitilney were so stupid as to leave untouched all
those passages by means of which Wellhausen and other 19th century higher critics were able at
last to expose their trickery. Surely this is an incredible paradox rather than a reasonable
explanation of the biblical data.

According to the Graf-Wellhausen hypothesibe Levitical laws of sacrifice and of
ceremonial holiness were developed during thbyRmian exile by Ezekiel and other captive
priests, and it was out of these formulations that the present book of Leviticus was put together
after the exile by writers of the priestly schd®l). (66) Here weéhave another unconvincing
paradox. All during the time in which the glorioliemple of Solomon was standing, with the
Ark of God inside it and all the sacred furniture, the priests, according to the critics, had no book
of ceremonial law to "guide them. Then aftae Ark had disappeared, the Temple had been
burnt, and the people had been carried away toeggioland, the complicated ritual of Leviticus
was formulated for the first time. How very strange!

But if we recognize Moses as the author of the Pentateuch, the fantastic conjectures of the
Graf-Wellhausen hypothesis give way to mor&abeed views concerning the sacrificial laws of
ancient Israel. The first such law of sacdfiwas revealed to Moses by God (Exodus 20:23-26)
immediately after the giving of the Ten Commandments. Instead of images of gold and silver the
Israelites were commanded to erect unto Jehovatitamnof earth and unhewn stone. This divine
injunction was placed at the beginning of 8eok of the Covenant, which Moses wrote soon
after and read to the people and which the me@pbmised to obey. It was the basic law of
sacrifice. Later, after the Tabernacle was ewctGod modified it so as to place the duty of
sacrificing into the hands of the priests whom lé&l appointed for this purpose. This transfer
Moses recorded in the book of Leviticus. Finally the book of Deuteronomy Moses instructed
the people regarding the national worship-centeich God would establish at some future time
in the promised land. These modifications were usually in force, but on special occasions and in



times of chaos and confusion the law of sacrificeereed to the original form in which it was

first revealed to Moses at Mt. Sinai. For this reason the sacrifices of Gideon, Manoah, Samuel,
Saul, Elijah and Elisha were acceptable todGven though they were not offered in the
Tabernacle or the Temple.

(f) Modern Archeological Discoveries—Barthianism

Although naturalistic Old Testament scholassll subscribe to the Graf-Wellhausen
hypothesis, modern archeological discoveries tgreatly weakened this critical reconstruction
of Old Testament history. Beginning in the 1920's, a series of investigations in this field has
shown that the Old Testament narratives agw@d deal more accurate than was once thought
possible. (67) This accuracy is hard to explan the basis of Wellhaen's theory that these
stories were transmitted orally until they were finally committed to writing about 850 B.C.
Moreover, it has been demonstrated that mgitivas in common use long before the days of
Moses. (68) There is no reason, thereforethat score why Moses and other ancient Hebrews
could not have written books. Andpost important of all, Wellhausen's contention that the
Israelites worshiped a tribal god has been chg#d by the facts, since no instances of this
tribal-god concept have been found in the religions of the ancient Orient. (69)

But if the ancient Israelites did not worshaptribal god, what did they worship? In 1933
Walther Eichrodt appealed to Karl Barth's theolégryan answer to this question, (70) and since
that time many other scholars have cane thees&hifting the covenant-concept back from the
reign of Josiah to the time of Moses, these lBarts assert that on Mt. Sinai Moses organized the
children of Israel into a covenant communitfhe Old Testament is the witness of this
community to the mighty acts of God, which began with the deliverance from Egyptian bondage.
But according to these Barthian critics, it is impbkesto tell what these acts of God really were
because it is impossible to separate an act offtamdl the response of the community to that act.
(71)

But what does all this mean historically? Wéhe ancient Israelites Barthians? If not, what
was their status, religiously speaking? The critiageh#o firm answer to this question. According
to Albright (1946), Moses was a monotheist. (72) But since 1955 it has been generally maintained
that the Sinai covenant was modeled after thatigs of the ancient Hittite kings, (73) and this
would imply, it seems, that the ancient Israelitesewgolytheists after all. If so, when did they
become monotheists? Actually, however, the rédance of these Hittite treaties to the Sinaitic
covenant seems very slight. And the theory itself seems very improbable. For if the Israelites
were such admirers of these Hittite treaty formubatsy did they not reproduce them in other Old
Testament passages also? Why only in Exodus?

If, therefore, we desire to learn the true meaning of the Sinaitic covenant, we must turn
neither to the Hittites nor to the Barthian thapl nor to the Graf-Wellhausen hypothesis but to
the Scriptures as the infallible Word and especi@liyhe New Testament. There we find that at
Sinai God introduced His holy Law as a school master to bring His people to Christ (Gal. 3:24).

(g9) The Account of Moses' Death—Who Wrote It?

If Moses wrote the Pentateuch, who wrote the account of Moses' death (Deut. 34:1-12)?
Many conservative scholars say that it was addedrbynspired scribe, but this is an entirely
unnecessary hypothesis. If an inspired scribe vegsled to write of Moses' death and burial,
events which no man witnessed, why couldn't Mosgs baen that scribe? Why couldn't he have



been inspired to write of his own death beforet®aAnd in regard to the other objections which
even before the advent of Old Testament higingicism were raised by Spinoza (1670), Simon
(1685), and LeClerc (1685), a similar answer rbayreturned. As Witsius (1692), the learned
Hebraist, proved long ago, none of the verses ediatit by these 17th century rationalists can be
demonstrated decisively to be of post-Mosaigior None of them necessarily implies that the
author was looking back from a position in time later than that of Moses. (74)

(h) Jesus and the Critics

Jesus named Moses explicitly as the author of the Pentaf@igchot Moses give you the
Law?,He asked the Jews (John 7:19). And agaimorestrating with these hardened unbelievers,
He protestedHad ye believed Moses, ye would have believed Me; for He wrote @idte
5:46). Also in His controversy with the Saducees Jesus calls Exodus the book of Moses (Mark
12:26). And similarly Jesus recognized Moses, not P and D, as the author of Leviticus (Matt. 8:4)
and Deuteronomy (Mark 10:5). Hence it is mairprising that critics who have adopted
naturalistic views concerning the Pentatewtd the other Old Testament books have also
adopted naturalistic views concerning Jesus,gthgrHim either with deceit or with ignorance
and error. Let us now consider some of these views.

(1) The Aristocratic JesusSpinoza and LeClerc and other 17th-century rationalists assumed
an aristocratic attitude in matters of rédig. Although they thought themselves to have
progressed to a higher state of knowledge, they ddéntest for the common people to continue
in the religions in which they had been reared and to cultivate piety and a peaceful and quiet life.
And they attributed to Jesus this same aristoctaliizance of the errors of the masses. "It will be
said, perhaps," LeClerc argued, "that JesussChnd the Apostles often quote the Pentateuch
under the name of Moses, and that their authasftguld be of greater weight than all our
conjectures. But Jesus Christ and the Apostlehaaging come into the world to teach the Jews
criticism, we must not be surprised if theyeag in accordance with the common opinion. It was
of little consequence to them whether it was Masgesnother, provided the history was true; and
as the common opinion was not prejudicial to piety, they took no great pains to disabuse the
Jews." (75) But to this notion Witsius well repli¢hat if our Lord and His Apostles were not
teachers of criticism, at any rate, they were teachers of truth. (76) As teachers of truth they could
not have accommodated their doctrine to the errors of their time.

(2) The Kenotic Jesuduring the 19th century there were certain theologians and critics
who adopted a kenotic view of Jesus. They beliethat the incarnation of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, took place by means ofkenosis which is the Greek word foemptying At the
incarnation, they maintained, Jesus Christ tidpHimself of His divine nature and became
entirely human. They based this view on Paill, where we are told that Chrisade Himself of
no reputation(literally, emptied Himse)f In England one of the most prominent advocates of this
kenotic interpretation of the incarnation of Chrigtas Charles Gore (1891), later bishop of
Oxford. In his Bampton Lectures Gore argued tiwhile on earth Christ had so far divested
Himself of His divine omniscience that He participated not only in human ignorance but also in
human error. According to Gore, "our Lord aditwiaommitted Himself to an error of fact in
regard to the authorship of the 110th Psalm.hhtters of Old Testament higher criticism, Gore
contended, Jesus chose to be ignorant and rarstakhis, Gore maintained, was part of the
kenosisthe divine self-emptying of Christ's incarnation. (77)

But if Jesus was so mistaken concerning theT@stament, how can we trust Him in regard
to other matters ? Praise God, then, that the kenotic view of Christ's incarnation is not true! While



on earth Christ veiled His divine glory, but He digk put it off. This is the true meaning of Phil.
2:7. Christ could not lay aside His Godhead, for His deity is unchangeable.

(3) The Prophetic Jesu®uring the latter part of the 19th century most naturalistic scholars
regarded Jesus as merely a great prophet or moral teacher. One of the best known advocates of
this point of view was Adolf Harnack, famous professor of Church History at the University of
Berlin. In his lectures on thEssence of Christianity 1900) Harnack grouped the teaching of
Jesus under three heads: "Firstly, the kingdom of God and its coming. Secondly, God the Father
and the infinite value of the human soul. Thyr, the higher righteousness and the commandment
of love." (78) According to Harnack, Jesusietlconcern was to preach the Fatherhood of God.

The Gospel, Harnack declared, is "the Fatherlufdglod applied to the whole of life." (79)

This, then, was one of the chief reasons why the 19th-century liberals were so eager to find
the solution of their Synoptic problem. They believed that if only they could trace the Synoptic
Gospels back to their sources they would rectiveristorical Jesus. They would see Jesus, they
thought, as He really was, as merely a very great prophet and moral teacher and not as the divine
Son of God that the early Christian Church had depicted Him as being. Such were the
expectations of these naturalistic scholars,thair hopes were quickly disappointed. Even the
earliest of the supposed sources were found tthéalogical documents. Even in Mark and Q
Jesus appears as a supernatural Person, thst 6hiGod. William Wrede, a radical German
scholar, was one of the first to point this out irrefutably in his celebrated tréldisdlessianic
Secret(1901) (80) From the standpoint of unbelibfs result was very strange, but from the
standpoint of Christian faith it was just what might have been anticipated.

(4) The Apocalyptic Jesusin his famous bookThe Quest of the Historical Jes(s906),
Albert Schweitzer presented Jesus as one whose life was dominated by the prophecy of Daniel
and especially by the expressi®an of ManDan 7:13). According to Schweitzer, Jesus' ministry
lasted only one year. All during that year Jesus was expecting that the Kingdom of God would
come in a supernatural manner and that He avbel revealed as the Messiah, the heavenly Son
of Man. When he sent the twelve disciples oupteach, He thought that this supernatural event
would occur before they returned, but Hasadisappointed in this hope. Finally, He became
convinced that in order to bring this present wdd an end and to usher in a new supernatural
world it would be necessary for Him to die first. With this purpose in mind He went up to
Jerusalem at Passover time and was crucified. (81) But in spite of this disaster, so Schweitzer
maintained, a "mighty spiritual force" eamed forth from Jesus and became "the solid
foundation of Christianity.” (82) How could thizave been so if Jesus had been the deluded
fanatic that Schweitzer depicted Him as being?

(5) The Kerygmatic Jesussince World War I, and especially since World War I, the
kerygmaticview of Jesus' life has increasingly dominatteel theological scene. According to this
view, the Jesus of the Synoptic Gospels is the product of the preaedipgnia of the Christian
community. Early Christian preachers, it isdsaused anecdotes of Jesus' life and sayings
attributed to Him to drive home the points thegre endeavoring to make. Later these anecdotes
and sayings were compiled by editors, ananfihese compilations the Synoptic Gospels were
produced. But by the method B&rm-criticism(Formgeschichte) it is thought possible to analyze
these Gospel narratives into theipposedly original fragments. This method, which was used in
the study of German folklore, was appliedite New Testament immediately after World War |
by K. L. Schmidt, M. Dibelius and R. Bultmammd widely adopted during the inter-war period.
(83) And since World War Il Form-criticism has thrived greatly, under the leadership of



Bultmann and also of younger scholars such as E. Kaesemann, G. Bornkamm and H.
Conzelmann. (84)

Since World War Il the Form-critics have devoted much attention to the "Son of Man
problem.” This problem deals with the use of the t#len of Manand with the origin and
meaning of this designation. In the Synoptic Gdsphe Son of Man is spoken of in three ways:

(1) as coming, e.g. Mark 13:26; (2) as suffering death and rising again, e.g. Mark 10:33-34; (3) as
now at work, e.g. Mark 2:10. (85) What is thasle meaning of this term, and why is it used in
these three distinct senses? Did Jesues speak of the Son of Man, and if so, did He apply this
title to Himself? Many Form-critics answer thast question in the negative. Jesus, they insist,
never claimed to be the Son of Man, never aysed this expression, some of them add. It was
the primitive Christian community, they assert, timitoduced this designation, first speaking of
Jesus as the coming Son of Man and thennextg the term to include Jesus' death and
resurrection and the deeds of His earthly ministry. (86) But if Jesus owes the title Son of Man to
the usage of the primitive Christian community, Wyt that all traces of this popular usage have
vanished? Why is it that in the New Tastent with but few exceptions, the expresstam of

Man is found only on the lips of Jesus? Form-critioafess that they have not been able to solve
this problem. (87)

The solution of the "Son of Man problem" is found only in the fact of the incarnation. The
term Son of Manwas Jesus' own way of referring to His human nature as distinguished from His
divine nature, to Himself as perfect Man, inigfhcapacity He was active in the deeds of His
earthly ministry, suffered and died and rose again, and shall appear in glory at the last day.

Perhaps more than any other group of naturalécholars the Form-critics are apt to go to
extremes, especially in their attempts topdéss the Apostles and discover the origin of
Christianity in the "Christian community." Contrary to the Book of Acts and the unanimous
testimony of ancient ecclesiastical writers, thiepresent the Apostles as receiving instruction
from the Christian community rather than fourglthe Christian community upon their doctrine.
This is particularly the case with the AposBaul. Although Paul solemnly certified that the
gospel which he preached was "not after mant "received of man" (Gal. 1:11-12), the
Form-critics do not hesitate to contradictmhiand derive his doctrine from the Christian
community. They maintain, for example, that sash®aul's most important doctrinal statements
concerning the Person and work of Christ (Rdn3-4; 4:25; Eph. 2:14-16, Phil. 2:6-11, Col.
1:15-20, 1 Tim. 3:16) were quotations from teer Christological hymns which had been
composed by the Christian community. (88) these passages ther&fpraccording to the
Form-critics, Paul was not teaching the Christian community anything but merely rehearsing to
the community what he had learned from it. But who were these unknown hymn makers of the
Christian community who were able to mold the thinking of the Apostle Paul? How could these
profound theological geniuses have remained anonymous?

According to Conzelmann (1969), the Christian community was assembled "through the
appearances of the Risen One and the preadiitige withesses to these appearances!” (89) Are
we to conclude from this, then, that Jesus' restion is a historical event? To this question
Conzelmann gives a disappointing answer. A historian, he asserts, cannot prove that Jesus really
rose from the dead but only that the discipleléelded that Jesus did so. (90) But why did the
disciples believe this? To this question the Foritiesrmerely give the Barthian answer that the
disciples chose to believe so. "The Church teadurmount the scandal of the cross," Bultmann
tells us "and did it in the Easter faith." (91)tBvhy did the disciples choose to believe that Jesus
rose from the dead? Because He really didrabshewed Himselb themalive after His passion



by many infallible proof§ Acts 1:3) . This is the simple answer of the Bible which Form-critics
decline to accept but to which they can find no convincing alternative.

3. Naturalistic TextuaCriticism And Apologetics

In the preceding pages it has been proved hestiyi that the logic of naturalistic textual
criticism leads to complete modernism, to a naturalisgew not only of the biblical text but also
of the Bible as a whole and of the Christian faith. For if it is right to ignore the providential
preservation of the Scriptures in the study of the New Testament text, why isn't it right to go
farther in the same direction? Why isn't it rightignore other divine aspects of the Bible? Why
isn't it right to ignore the divine inspiration tfe Scriptures when discussing the authenticity of
the Gospel of John or the Synoptic problem or the authorship of the Pentateuch? And why isn't it
right to ignore the doctrines of the Trinity andtbé incarnation when dealing with the messianic
consciousness of Jesus and the Son of Man problem?

Impelled by this remorseless logic, many an erstwhile conservative Bible student has
become entirely modernistic in his thinking.tBhe does not acknowledge that he has departed
from the Christian faith. For from his point of vidwe has not. He has merely traveled farther
down the same path which he began to tread viiretre studied naturalistic textual criticism of
the Westcott and Hort type, perhaps at soms@&wmative theological seminary. From his point of
view his orthodox former professors are curiounlyonsistent. They use the naturalistic method
in the area of New Testament textual criticism and then drop it most illogically, like something
too hot to handle, when they come to other departments of biblical study.

(a) Naturalistic Apologetics — The Fallay of the Neutral Starting Point

This inconsistency in regard to the textadticism of the Bible and especially of the New
Testament has historical roots which reach khoke hundred years to the late 17th century. At
that time the deists and other unbelievers camwitlp a novel suggestion. "Let us not," they
proposed, "begin our thinking by assuming the trfttChristianity. Let us rather take as our
starting point only those truths on which Pradess, Catholics, Jews, Mohammedans, and all
good men of every religion and creed agree. Thanding on this neutral platform of common
agreement, let us test all religions and creeds by the light of reason."

Instead of rejecting this proposal as fundatally unchristian, orthodox Protestant scholars
accepted the challenge and during the 18th cgrdeveloped variougpologetic arguments,
armed with which they endeavored to mtet unbelievers on their own chosen ground and,
fighting in this neutral arena, to demonstrate the truth of historic Christianity and the error of
infidelity. Unhappily, however, these orthodox champions did not realize that they had been
out-maneuvered and that by the very act @dpding a neutral starting point they had already
denied the faith that they intended to defend had ensured that any argument that they might
thereafter advance would be inconsistent.

(b) The Butler-Paley Apologetic System

Joseph Butler (1692-1752) and William Paldy43-1805) were the two authors of the
neutral apologetic system which in many conservative theological seminaries during the 19th and
early 20th centuries was taught side by side whth older Reformation faith without any due
recognition of the basic difference betweermsth two approaches to Christianity, the one



beginning withreason the common truths on which all good men agree, the other beginning with
revelation the divine truth on which all men, good or badghtto agree.

Butler, who later became bishop of Durham, published his farAaatogy of Religiorin
1736. This book dealt with thenalogy (similarity) existing between the Christian religion and
the facts of nature, as they were known todtience of Butler's day. The book was divided into
two parts, the first part dealing with "natural redig," i.e., religious truths revealed in nature as
well as in the Bible, and the second part dealiritp irevealed religion," i.e., religious truths
revealed only in the Bible. The purpose of the baak to show deistsd other unbelievers that
the same difficulties which they found in the doctriné€hristianity were found also in the facts
of nature. Hence Christianity, Butler contendeds, at the very least, just as probable as deism
or any other form of unbelief. Therefore it was only prudent to accept Christianity at least on a
probability basis, for probability, Butler reminded hesders, was "the very guide of life." (92) It
is said, however, that on his death bed Butler came to recognize that Christianity cannot be
received as a probability but only as the truth aadi e died triumphantly repeating John 6:37.

Paley, archdeacon of Carlisle, published Bisdences of Christianityn 1794. In it he
refuted the objections of the deists and of skspsuch as David Hume to the historicity of the
miracles of Jesus. "There is satisfactory evwdghhe contended, "that many professing to be
original witnesses of Christian miracles, passeeir lives in labors, dangers, and sufferings,
voluntarily undergone in attestation of the @aats which they delivered, and solely in
consequence of their belief of those accouats] that they also submitted, from the same
motives, to new rules of conduct.” In otherrds, the sufferings which Jesus' disciples endured
and their changed lives were proofs that theacles to which they bore witness, actually
occurred. And to this argument Paley addedtlaer, namely, the uniqueness of Jesus. Jesus was
not an "enthusiast" or an "impostor," as oth@ese who claimed to be Messiahs, but remained
"absolutely original and singular." This uniqueness proved that Jesus was truly the Christ He
claimed to be. (93)

No less famous was Palestural Theologypublished in 1802. In it Paley compared the
universe to a watch. If in crossing a field we should find a watch, the intricate machinery of
which it was composed would soon convince us ithiaad not existed from all eternity but had
been constructed by a watchmaker. So the much more intricate machinery of the physical world
and especially of the bodies of animals and men should convince us that the whole universe has
been created by an all-wise God. In discoursing upon this theme Paley exhibited a very
considerable knowledge of anatormdaused it to refute the theory of evolution, which in his day
was just beginning to raise its head. (94)

Throughout the 19th century annotated editions of these works of Butler and Paley were
used as textbooks in the colleges and theologealinaries of Great Britain and America and
served as models for later apologetic writingat although the Butler-Paley apologetic system
accomplished much immediate good, in the long run its effect was detrimental to the Christian
faith because it presented Christianity as mergdyodability and not as the truth. Also it made
the starting point of Christian thought dependanthe whims of unbelievers, since, according to
the Butler-Paley system, we build our defens¢hef Christian faith upon the truths on which all
men agree. And, finally, the Butler-Paley apologetic system, by its emphasis on probability and
on a common starting point with unbelievers, enagad orthodox Christians to think that they
must deal with the text of holy Scripture iretsame way in which unbelievers deal with it. Hence
the Butler-Paley apologetic system contributed greatly to the spread of naturalistic textual
criticism in orthodox Christian circles.



(c) The Need for a Consistently Christian Apologetic System

Today, therefore, there is great need faroasistently Christian apologetic system, for a
defense of the Christian faith which takes astisting point not the facts on which all men agree
but the supreme fact on which all meaghtto agree, namely, God's revelation of Himself in
nature, in the holy Scriptures, and in the Gogppé&hrist, the saving message of the Scriptures.

God revealdHimself not mere doctrines concerning Himself, but HIMSELF. The Biblical
doctrine of salvation reminds us that this is indeed a fact. | am saved by trusting in Jesus
personally. But how can | believe in Jesus Christ as a Person unless He first reveal Himself? In
the Gospel, therefore, Jesus Chmisteals Himself to me as the triune Saviour God, and not to me
only but to all sinners everywhere. And God reveals Himself not only in the Gospel but also in
the whole of Scripture as the faithful Covenant God and likewise in this great universe which His
hands have made as the almighty Creator God.

This divine revelation is the starting point afconsistently Christian apologetic system.
Taking our stand upon it, we point out the indstencies of unbelievinthought and then show
how these difficulties can be resolvedadyeturn to God's revealed Truth.

(d) How to Take Our Stand—Through the Logic of Faith

How do we take our stand upon divine revela® Only in one way, namely through the
logic of faith. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlastindJidén 3:16). Since this Gospel is true,
these conclusions logically follovirst, the Bible is God's infallibly inspired Word. This must
be so, because if our salvation depends on our bagiéniChrist, then surely God must have left
us an infallible record telling us who Jesus Chgsand how we may believe in Him truly and
savingly. Second the Bible has been preserved down through the ages by God's special
providence. This also must be so, becauseod Bas inspired the holy Scriptures infallibly, then
surely He has not left their survival thance but has preserved them providentially down
through the centuriesThird, the text found in the majority of the biblical manuscripts is the
providentially preserved text. This too mustthee, because if God has preserved the Scriptures
down through the ages for the salvation of men and the edification and comfort of His Church,
then He must have preserved them not secretiplies and caves but in a public way in the usage
of His Church. Hence the text found in the migyoof the biblical manuscripts is the true,
providentially preserved textEourth, The providential preservation of the Scriptures did not
cease with the invention of printing. For whywid God's special, providential care be operative
at one time and not at another time, beforeithention of printing but not after it? Hence the
first printed texts of the Old and New Testam8aoriptures were published under the guidance of
God's special providence.

Thus when we believe in Christ, the logic of our faith leads us to the true text of holy
Scripture, namely, the Masoretic Hebrew tétg Textus Receptus, and the King James Version
and other faithful translations. It is on this texgriéfore, that we take our stand and endeavor to
build a consistently Christian apologetic system.

(For further details reganaly the logic of faith consuBelieving Bible Studypp. 55-66.)



CHAPTER FOUR

A CHRISTIAN VIEW OF THE BIBLICAL TEXT

In the Bible God reveals Himself in three wajsrst, He reveals Himself as the God of
creation, the almighty Creator God. In revealing Himself in this way, God not only repeats the
revelation which He has already made of Himseklature but also amplifies this revelation and
makes it clearer. Hence the Scriptures areQGld-given eyeglasses which correct our faulty
spiritual vision and enable our sin-darkenedadsito see aright the revelation which God makes
of Himself in the world which He has creat&kcondGod reveals Himself as the God of history,
the faithful Covenant God. In the Bible God ggva full account of His dealings with men by way
of covenant.Third, God reveals Himself as the God of salvation. In the Gospel of Christ He
offers Himself to sinners as the triune Saviour God.

But even this is not all that God does for sinners. In addition to revelation there is
regeneration. Because of Adam's first transgoesall men are sinners (Rom. 5:19). They hate
God (Rom. 8:7) and reject His revelation of Himself as foolishness (1 Cor. 2:14). Therefore when
God saves sinners, He regenerates them througtother of the Holy Spirit. He raises them up
out of their death in sin and gives them the gift of faith (Eph. 2:1,8). Through the Spirit they are
born again (John 3:5). They are saved through the renewing of the Holy Ghost (Titus 3:5). They
believe in God as He reveals Himself in the hBlgle and trust their souls to Jesus Christ His
Son.

When the Holy Spirit gives us the gift &dith, we immediately receive from God three
benefits of Christ's redeeming grace. The first of thegastffication We are justified by faith
(Rom. 3:28). When we believe in Christ Hisath is reckoned ours (Gal. 2:20), and we receive
the gift of His righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21). The seconad@ption By faith we become the
children of God (John 1:12) and joint heirsttwJesus Christ (Rom. 8:17). The third is
sanctification God begins to work within us by His Holy Spirit to will and to do of His good
pleasure (Phil. 2:13) and to make us nmemmd more like Christ our Lord (Eph. 4:13).

We are saved by faith! This is a mystery vihige cannot fully understand, but it means that
there are three things which we can and ndosto obtain these benefits which Christ purchased
by His atoning sacrifice and to know that we have been born again. In the first place, we must
repent Saving faith is a repentant faith. Jesus Chdigtself commands us to repent of our sins
and believe the Gospel (Mark 1:15). In the second place, werengsteChrist as our only Lord
and Saviour (John 1:12). How do we do this? Byelbing that He died for us upon the crose
loved me and gave Himself for rf@al.2:20). And in the third place, having so received Christ,
we mustrestin Him as He bids us do (Matt.11:28). When we thus rest in Christ, then we have
assurance of faith. Then we know that weehttuly received Him as Lord and Saviour.

Does this mean that our assurance comen frarselves? Do we create our own assurance
by our own will power, by our own repentingceiving, and resting? Not at all! For if our
assurance depended on ourselves, we would alb&ys doubt. We would never know certainly
whether we were saved or not. Weuld never be sure that we haglly repented or that we had
actually received Christ and were truly restinddim. Our assurance therefore comes from God.
As we continue to trust in Christ, the Holyifpbears witness in our hearts that we are truly



God's childrenThe Spirit itself beareth witness with @apirit, that we are the children of God
(Rom. 8:16).

But how does the Holy Spirit testify to us tha¢ are God's children? Does He do this in
some private way apart from Scripture? NotlHtFeor this would dishonor the Scriptures. Then
everyone would be seeking these private rewiatiof the Spirit and ignoring the revelation
which He has given once for all in the holy BiblThe Holy Spirit therefore bears witness not
apart from the Word but by and with the Wotde guides believers in their study of the
Scriptures, and as He guides them, He persuadasttiat this blessed Book is truly God's Word
and leads them more and more to trust the Saviour who reveals HimseBin ihe anointing
which ye have received of Him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the
same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught
you, ye shall abide in Hifl John 2:27).

1. The Principles Of Believing Bible Study

Three principles of believing Bible study areliuded in this conviction which we receive
from the Holy Spirit that the Bible isuly God's Word. These are as folloisst, the infallible
inspiration of the Scripturesecond the eternal origin of the Scripturdkijrd, the providential
preservation of the Scriptures.

(&) The Infallible Inspiration of the Scriptures

The Holy Spirit persuades us to adopt the esatew of the Scriptures that Jesus believed
and taught during the days of His earthly ministry. Jesus denied explicitly the theories of the
higher critics. He recognized Moses (Mark 12:Z8&)yid (Luke 20:42), and Daniel (Matt. 24:15)
by name as the authors of the writings assigned to them by the OIld Testament believers.
Moreover, according to Jesus, all these individdial Testament writings combined together to
form one divine and infallible Book which Hmlled "the Scriptures.” Jesus believed that these
Scriptures were inspired by the Holy Spirit (Mark 12:36), that not one word of them could be
denied (John 10:35), that not one particle of tleold perish (Matt. 5: 18), and that everything
written in them was divinely authoritative (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10).

This same high view of the Old Testament Scriptures was held and taught by Christ's
Apostles.All Scripture Paul tells us, igiven by inspiration of Go@ Tim. 3:16). And Peter
adds,No prophecy of the Scripture is of any privatterpretation. For prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men of Ggpbke as they were moved by the Holy Gtdst
Peter 1:20-21). The Scriptures were the livorgcles through which God spoke (Acts. 7:38),
which had been committed to the Jews for safdkgeflRom. 3:2) which contained the principles
of divine knowledge (Heb. 5:12), and accordingmioich Christians were to pattern their own
speech (1 Peter 4:11). To the Apostlesis'iiritten," was equivalent to, ~"God says."

Jesus also promised that the New Testamentddoeiiinfallibly inspired just as the Old had
been.l have yet many things to say unto yble told His Apostlesbut ye cannot bear them now.
Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come Wi## guide you into all truth: for He shall not
speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hdaat shall He speak: and He will shew you things
to come(John 16:12-13). The Holy Spirit, Jesus pledged, would enable the Apostles to remember
their Lord's teaching and understand its megr{fdohn 14:26). And these promises began to be
fulfilled on the day of Pentecost when Peter wagpiired to declare for the first time the meaning



of Christ's death and resurrection (Acts 2:14-36). Paul also was conscious of this same divine
inspiration If any man think himself to be a prophet,spiritual, let him acknowledge that the
things that | write unto you are the commandments of the (Jodor. 14:37). And in the last
chapter of Revelation John the Apostle assertsatiteality of his inspiration in the strongest
possible terms (Rev. 22: 18-19).

Jesus, therefore and His Apostles regardetth the Old and the New Testaments as the
infallibly inspired Word of God, and the Holy f8ip bearing witness in our hearts, assures us that
this view was not mistaken.

(b) The Eternal Origin of the Scriptures

When He was on earth Jesus constantly affirthatiHis message was eternal, that the very
words which He spoke had been given to Him log @&e Father before the creation of the world.
For | have not spoken of Myseie told the unbelieving multitudbut the Father which sent Me,

He gave Me a commandment, what | should say, and what | should speak. And | know that His
commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever | spgbatefore, even as the Father said unto Me,

so | speakJohn 12:49-50). And in His "high-priestly" prayer Jesus also states emphatically that
the words which He had spoken to His Apostled haen given to Him in eternity by God the
Father.For | have given unto them the words which Thou gavegtidten 17 8). The Scriptures,
therefore, are eternal. When God establishedddigenant of Grace in eternity, He gave to Jesus
Christ His Sonthe words of eternal lif¢John 6:68). These are the words that Christ brought
down from heaven for the salvation of His people and now remain inscribed in holy Writ.

The Scriptures are eternal. Does this mean tleaetis an eternal Bible in heaven, or that the
Hebrew and Greek languages in which the Biblrigien are eternal? No, but it does mean that
Jesus Christ, the divine Word, worked provitikgly to develop the Hebrew and Greek tongues
into fit vehicles for the conveyance of His sayimessage. Hence in the writing of the Scriptures
the Holy Spirit did not have to struggle, a®dernists insist, with the limitations of human
language. The languages in which the writing daise were perfectly adapted to the expression
of His divine thoughts.

For ever, O LORD, Thy Word is settled in heayd?s. 119: 89) . Although the Scriptures
were written during a definite historical periodeyhare not the product of that period but of the
eternal plan of God. When God designed the holy Scriptures in eternity, He had the whole sweep
of human history in view. Hence the Scriptuaes forever relevant. Their message can never be
outgrown The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: e Word of our God shall stand for ever
(Isa. 40:8). In the Scriptures God speaks to every age, including ouFomwhatsoever things
were written aforetime were written for our learnirigat we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hogRom. 15:4).

(c) The Providential Presentation of the Scriptures

Because the Scriptures are forever relevany, ttave been preserved down through the ages
by God's special providence. The reality of this providential preservation of the Scriptures was
proclaimed by the Lord Himself during His life on earflil heaven and earth pass, one jot or
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfil{dpdatt. 5:18. And it is easier for
heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law t¢lfake 16:17). Here our Lord assures us
that the Old Testament text in common usemgnthe Jews during His earthly ministry was an
absolutely trustworthy reproduction of the originext written by Moses and the other inspired



authors. Nothing had been lost from that tert aothing ever would be lost. It would be easier
for heaven and earth to pass tii@nsuch a loss to take place.

Jesus also taught that the same divine providence which had preserved the Old Testament
would preserve the New Testament too. In the concluding verses of the Gospel of Matthew we
find His "Great Commission" not only to the twelve Apostles but also to His Church throughout
all agesgo ye therefore and teach all nationsplied in this solemn charge is the promise that
through the working of God's providence the Church will always be kept in possession of an
infallible record of Jesus' words and works. Asiiilarly, in His discourse on the last things He
assures His disciples that His promises not onlyl skaainly be fulfilled but also shall remain
available for the comfort of His people during that troubled period which shall precede His
second coming. In other words, that they shall be preserved until thatHeaeen and earth
shall pass away, but My words shall not pass a(#égtt. 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33).

2. How The Old Testament Text Was Preserved

In discussing the providential preservation of the holy Scriptures we must notice first a very
important principle which accounts for the difference between Old Testament textual criticism
and New Testament textual criticism. The Old Testament Church was under the care of the
divinely appointed Aaronic priesthood, and tbis reason the Holy Spirit preserved the Old
Testament through this priesthood and the scholars that grouped themselves around it. The Holy
Spirit guided these priests and scholars to gatleesdparate parts of the Old Testament into one
Old Testament canon and to maintain the puritthefOld Testament text. In the New Testament
Church, on the other hand, this special priesthood has been abolished through the sacrifice of
Christ. Every believer is a priest before Gaall or this reason the Holy Spirit has preserved the
New Testament text not through any special priesthood but throughitrersal priesthood of
believers that is, through the usage of God's people,rémk and file of all those that truly trust
in Christ.

With this distinction in mind let us consideridfty the history of the Old Testament text and
then pass on to a discussion of the problems of New Testament textual criticism.

(a) How the Priests Preserved the Old Testament Text

The Hebrew Scriptures were written by Mosesd éhe prophets and other inspired men to
whom God had given prophetic gifts. But tbaty of preserving this written revelation was
assigned not to the prophets but to phiests The priests were the divinely appointed guardians
and teachers of the laind it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words
of this law in a book, until they were finishéitat Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the
ark of the covenant of the LORD. saying, Take ok of the law, and put it in the side of the
ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee
(Deut.31:24-26). Thus the law "was placed in the charge of the priests to be kept by them along
side of the most sacred vessel of the sanct@my,in its innermost and holiest apartment.” (1)
Also the priests were commanded, as part of teeiching function, to read the law to the people
every seven years (Deut. 31:12). Evidently alsopghests were given the task of making correct
copies of the law for the use of kings and rulerstdeast of supervising the scribes to whom the
king would delegate this work (Deut. 17:18).



Not only the Law of Moses but also the Psalmsen@meserved in the Temple by the priests,
and it was probably the priests who divided ebrew psalter into five books corresponding to
the five books of Moses. It was David, the sweet singer of Israel who taught the priests to sing
psalms as part of their public worship service (1 Chron. 15:16,17). Like David, Heman, Asaph
and Ethan were not only singers but also inspaetthors, and some of the psalms were written
by them. We are told that the priests sarapé¢hpsalms on various joyful occasions, such as the
dedication of the Temple by Solomon (2 Chron. 7:6), the coronation of Joash (2 Chron. 23:18),
and the cleansing of the Temple by Hezekiah (2 Chron. 29:30).

How the other Old Testament books were preserved during the reigns of the kings of Israel
and Judah we are not told explicitly, but itlilely that the books of Solomon were collected
together and carefully kept at Jerusalem. Somg&abdmon's proverbs, we are told, were copied
out bythe men oHezekiah king of JudaffProv. 25:1).

Except for periodic revivals under godly rulessich as Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and
Josiah, the days of the kings were times of &gsysand spiritual darkness in which the priests
neglected almost entirely their God-given taskyoarding and teachingd@'s holy law. This had
been the case during the reigns of the ungodly rulers who had preceded the good kivmnAsa.
for a long season lIsrael hath been without the true God, and without a teaching priest and
without law(2 Chron. 15:3). And during the reign of Manasseh the original copy of the Law had
been mislaid and was not found again until Josiah's time (2 Kings 22:8). Because the priests were
thus unfaithful in their office as teachers, dalem was finally destroyed, and the Jews were
carried away captive to Babylon (Mic.3:11-12). But in spite of everything, God was still
watching over His holy Word and preserving it by His special providence. Thus when Daniel and
Ezekiel and other true believers mded away to Babylon, they took with them copies of all the
Old Testament Scriptures which had been written up to that time.

(b) The Traditional (Masoretic) Hebrew Text of the Old Testament

After the Jews returned from the Babylonian exile, there was a great revival among the
priesthood through the power of the Holy SpMibt by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,
saith the LORD of host&ech. 4:6). The Law was taught again in Jerusalem by Ezra the priest
who had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel
statutes and judgmen{&zra 7:10). By Ezra and his successors, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, all the Old Testament books were gathered together into one Old Testament canon, and
their texts were purged of errors and preservei the days of our Lord's earthly ministry. By
that time the Old Testament text was so firmlabkshed that even the Jews' rejection of Christ
could not disturb it. Unbelieving Jewish s transmitted this traditional Hebrew Old
Testament text blindly but faithfully, until thewa of the Protestant Reformation. As Augustine
said long ago, these Jewish scribes were therims of the Christian Church. (2) In the
providence of Gad they took care of the Hebrew Old Testament Scriptures until at length the time
was ripe for Christians to make general use of them.

According to G. F. Moore (1927), the earliest of these scribes were cidledaim
(Teachers). These scribes not only copied thedk#te Old Testament with great accuracy but
also committed to writing their oral tradition, callétishna These were followed by another
group of scribes calleAmoraim (Expositors). These were the scholars who in addition to their
work as copyists of the Old Testament alsodpiced the Talmud, which is a commentary on the
Mishna. (3)



The Amoraim were followed in the sixth century by MasoreteqTraditionalists) to whom
the Masoretic (Traditional) Old Testament textlue. These Masoretes took extraordinary pains
to transmit without error the Old Testament text which they had received from their predecessors.
Many complicated safeguards against scribakshpre devised, such as counting the number of
times each letter of the alphabet occurs in ehobk. Also critical material previously
perpetuated only by oral instruction was put imating. It is generally believed that vowel
points and other written signs to aid in pronuticia were introduced into the text by the
Masoretes. (4)

It was this Traditional (Masoretic) text whichag/printed at the end of the medieval period.
The first portion of the Hebrew Old Testamentreto issue from the press was the Psalms in
1477. In 1488 the entire Hebrew Bible was printed for the first time. A second edition was printed
in 1491 and a third in 1494. This third edition was used by Luther in translating the Old
Testament into German. Other faithful Protesteartslations followed, including in due time the
King James Version. Thus it was that the Hebrew Old Testament text, divinely inspired and
providentially preserved, was restored to tteich, to the circle of true believers. (5)

(c) The Greek Old Testament (Septuagint)

Although the unbelief of the Jews and their seouent hostility deprived the Church for a
time of the Hebrew Old Testament and of the benefits of Hebrew scholarship, still the providence
of God did not permit that the Old Testament Scriptures should ever be taken away wholly from
His believing people. Even before the comiafy Christ God had brought into being the
Septuagint, the Greek Old Testament translattbich was to serve the Church as a temporary
substitute until such a time as the ancient HebreuleBiould be restored to her. According to
tradition, this translation was made at Alexandiiathe library of Ptolemy Philadelphus, king of
Egypt, by a delegation of seventy Jewish elders, hence theSgpheagin{Seventy). According
to Irwin (1949), however, and other modern sehgl the Septuagint was not produced in any
such official way but arose out of the needs of the Alexandrian Jews. (6) The Pentateuch, it is
said, was translated first in the 3rd century(B. the other Old Testament books following later.
From Alexandria the use of the Septuagint rapsfiread until in the days of the Apostles it was
read everywhere in the synagogues of the Grpekigsng Jews outside of Palestine. Then, at
length, converts from these Greek-speaking synagpfuought their Septuagint with them into
the Christian Church.

When one studies the Old Testament quotatiotedrNew Testament, one is struck by the
inspired wisdom which the Apostles exhibited in their attitude toward the Septuagint. On the one
hand, they did not invariably set this versaside and make new translations from the Hebrew.
Such an emphasis on the Hebrew would have baanful to the gentile churches which had just
been formed. It would have brought these gentile Christians into a position of dependence upon
the unbelieving Jewish rabbis, on whose learning theyld have been obliged to rely for an
understanding of the Hebrew Old Testament. But on the other hand, the Apostles did not quote
from the Septuagint invariably and thus enegea the notion that this Creek translation was
equal to the Hebrew Old Testament in authotibgtead, they walked the middle way between
these two extremes. Sometimes they cited theu8gpit verbatim, even when it departed from
the Hebrew in non-essential ways, and sometimes they made their own translation directly from
the Hebrew or used their knowledge of Hebtevimprove the rendering of the Septuagint.

In the Epistle to the Hebrews there are tidde Testament quotations which have been the
subject of much discussion. The first of these is Heb.An€, let all the angels of God worship



Him. This clause is found iManuscript Bof the Septuagint as an addition to Deut. 32:43. On
this basis the author of the Epistle to the ld@® has often been accused of citing as Scripture a
verse not found in the Hebrew Bible. The textld Septuagint, however, is not certain at this
point. Manuscript Areads And let all the angels of God give them (Him) strengtid this is the
reading adopted by Rahlfs (1935), one of the mestnt editors of the Septuagint. If the reading

of Ais correct, then the text & must have been changed at foint to agree with Heb. 1:6, and

the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews caudt be quoting it. He may have had Deut. 32:43 in
mind, but the passage which he was actually citing was Psalm 97:7, which is found both in the
Hebrew Old Testament and in the Septuagint and which reads (in the Septwagsit)p Him

all ye His angels.

The second Old Testament quotation causing difficulty is Heb. 10:5, Sacrifice and offering
Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou preparedMis is a quotation from Psalm 40:6 and is
found in this form in the majority of the manuscripts of the Septuagint. The Hebrew text,
however, readdMine ears hast Thou openédstead ofbut a body hast Thou prepared Me
Because of this the author of the Epistlethe Hebrews has been accused also of using a
mistranslation of the Hebrew text as a supportHerChristian doctrine of Christ's atoning death.
But this is not a necessary conclusion. For salf 40 and in Heb. 10 the emphasis is not so
much on the sacrifice of Christ's body as on Christ's willing obedience which made the sacrifice
of His body effective. Because of this emphasesitispired author of Hebrews was justified in
regarding the Septuagint as sufficiently accutatexpress this central meaning of the passage.
The opening of Christ's ears to make Him an obediervant he considered to be the first step in
the preparation of Christ's body for His obedient sacrifice.

The third Old Testament quotation to present a problem is Heb. BlyZaith Jacob, when
he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshiped, leaning upon the top of his staff
This is usually thought to be a reference to Géh31, where the Hebrew text and the Septuagint
differ, the former stating that Jacbbwed himself upon the bed's hettk latter that he bowed
himself on the top of his staff. This difference fgibutable to the fact that in Hebrew the words
bedandstaffare the same except for their vowel points, solthdicould easily be mistaken for
staff and vice versa. It is usually said that H&t:21 follows the Septuagint reading of Gen.
47:31, but this too is not a necessary conclusiomge actually Heb. 11:21 refers not to Gen.
47:31 but to Gen. 48:1-22. Here Jacob sat appgrem the edge of his bed and may very well
have had a staff in his hand.

(d) The Latin Old Testament (Vulgate)—The Apocrypha

The earliest Latin version of the Old Testament was a translation of the Septuagint. Scholars
think that this translating was probably don€atthage during the 2nd century. Many other such
translations were made during the years thédvieed. In the fourth century Augustine reported
that there was "an infinite variety of Latin tsdations,” (7) and Jerome that there were as many
texts of this version as there were manuscri{@s.Jerome at first attempted to revise the Latin
Old Testament, but in 390 he undertook the labgroflucing a new translation directly from the
Hebrew. This version, which Jerome completed05, later became known as the Latin Vulgate
and is the official Bible of the Roman CathoBGtwurch, having been so proclaimed at the Council
of Trent (1546).

In his prologue to his translation of the Old Testament Jerome gave an account of the
canonical Scriptures of the Hebrew Bible and enumerated them exactly. Then he added: "This
prologue to the Scriptures may suit as a helpredace to all the books which we have rendered



from Hebrew into Latin, that we may know thalhatever book is beyond these must be reckoned
among the Apocrypha." (9) Thus Jerome was one of the first to use the term Apocrypha
(noncanonical) to designate certain books whichewecluded in the Septuagint and the Latin

Old Testament versions but had never been part of the Hebrew Scriptures. The names of these
apocryphal books are as follows: Tobit, Judithstdim, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, First and Second
Maccabees, certain additions to the books of EsthdrDaniel, First and Second Esdras, and the
Prayer of Manasses. These books were writtedelyish authors between 200 B.C. and 100 A.D.
Some of them were written in Hebrew or Aramand then translated into Greek. Others were
written in Greek originally.

The Roman Catholic Church rejects First and Second Esdras and the Prayer of Manasses.
Hence in the printed Latin Vulgate they are plaatidr the New Testament as an appendix and in
small type. The other apocryphal books are noaetil by name in the decrees of the Council of
Trent, where they are declared sacred and caalbaind a solemn curse is pronounced against all
those who will not receive them as such. Acaagtli, in the printed Latin Vulgate they are
interspersed without distinction among the other books of the Latin Old Testament.

Protestants have always opposed this atteinfite Roman Catholic Church to canonize the
Apocrypha for several reasons. In the first places d@ontrary to the example of Christ and His
Apostles. Never in the New Testament is pagsage from the Apocrypha quoted as Scripture or
referred to as such. This is admitted by all students of this subject, including present-day scholars
such as B. M. Metzger (1957). (10) This factliéisive for all those who acknowledge the divine
authority and infallible inspiration of the New Tastent writers. And all the more is this so if it
be true, as Metzger and many other scholarge haontended, that Paul was familiar with
Wisdom, James with Ecclesiasticus, John withiff@nd the author of Hebrews (who may have
been Paul) with 2 Maccabees. (11) For dgh Apostles knew these apocryphal books this well
and still refrained from quoting or mentioning them as Scripture, then it is doubly certain that
they did not accord these books a place in theT@ktament canon. According to C. C. Torrey
(1945), however, only in the Epistle to the Hebrésthere clear evidence of a literary allusion to
the Apocrypha. (12)

A second reason why the books of the Apocryplmmotbe regarded as canonical is that the
Jews, the divinely appointed guardians of the Old Testament Scriptures, never esteemed them
such. This fact is freely admitted by contengrgrscholars. According to Torrey, the Jews not
only rejected the Apocrypha, but after the overthrow of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., they went so far as
to "destroy, systematically and thoroughly, thenie originals of all extra-canonical literature,"”
including the Apocryphal, "The feeling of the leaglat that time," Torrey tells us, "is echoed in a
later Palestinian writingMidrash Qoheleth 12,12): 'Whosoever brings together in his house
more than twenty-four books (the canonical scriggy brings confusion” (13) And additional
evidence that the Jews did not recognize the Apocrypha as canonical is supplied by the Talmudic
tract Baba Bathra (2nd century) and by thedasJewish historian Josephus (c. 93 A.D.) in his
treatiseAgainst Apion Neither of these sources make any mention of the Apocrypha in the lists
which they give of the Old Testament book&r, as Torrey observes, the Jews had but one
standard, acknowledged everywhere. Only such baeksere believed to have been composed
in either Hebrew or Aramaic before the endtloé Persian period were received into the Old
Testament canon. (14)

There is reason to believe, however, that theetéispeaking Jews of Alexandria were not so
strict as the Palestinian rabbis about thuty of shunning apocryphal books. Although these
Alexandrian Jews did not recognize the Apocrypha as Scripture in the highest sense, nevertheless



they read these books in Greek translation and included them in their Septuagint. And it was in
this expanded form that the Septuagint was tratesnto the early gentile Christians. It is not
surprising therefore that those early Churchh&es especially who were ignorant of Hebrew
would be misled into placing these apocryphal books on the same plane with the other books of
the Septuagint, regarding them all as Script@ehuerer (1908) mentions Irenaeus, Tertullian,
Clement of Alexandria, Cyprian, and otheas having made this mistake. (15) And later
investigators, such as Torrey, (16) Metzgéi)(and Brockington (1961§18) have pointed out
another factor which may have led numerousisiians into this error of regarding the
Apocrypha as part of the Old Testament. Tlis the practice which Christians had, and are
believed to have initiated, of iting their literature in codex (book) form rather than on rolls. A
codex of the Septuagint would contain the Apocrypha bound together indiscriminately with the
canonical Old Testament books, and this would inadoaery gentile Christians to put them all on

the same level. Such at least appears to hese the popular tendency in the early and medieval
Church.

But whenever early Christians set themseb&sously to consider what books belonged to
the Old Testament and what did not the answer was always in favor of the Hebrew Old
Testament. (19) This was the case with Mel[®172), Julius Africanus (160-240), Origen
(182-251), Eusebius (275-340), Athanasius (293-31&) many later Fathers of the Greek
Church. In the Latin Church greater favor ve&®®wn toward the Apochrypha, but even here, as
we have seen, the Apocrypha were rejecteddrgme (340-420). And in his preface to the books
of Solomon Jerome further defined his positiths the Church reads the books of Judith and
Tobit and Maccabees but does not receive thewngnthe canonical Scriptures, so also it reads
Wisdom and Ecclesiasticus for the edificatiorite people, not for the authoritative confirmation
of doctrine." (20) Augustine (354-430) at firsfeleded the canonicity of the Apocrypha but later
came to a position not much different from Jerome's. There should be a distinction, he came to
feel, between the books of the Hebrew canmhthe "deuterocanonical" books accepted and read
by the churches. Pope Gregory the Great (540-604) also adopted Jerome's position in regard to
the Apocrypha, and so did Cardinal Ximene=l &Cardinal Cajetan at the beginning of the
Protestant Reformation. (21) Hence, the decree of the Council of Trent canonizing the Apocrypha
is contrary to the informed conviction of the lgaand medieval Church. And this is the third
reason why Protestants reject it.

But although all Protestants rejected the Apocrypha as canonical Old Testament Scripture,
there was still considerable disagreement amoamths to what to do with these controversial
books. Luther rejected 1 and 2 Esdras, and pl#ueadther apocryphal books in an appendix at
the close of the Old Testament, prefacing ithwhe statement: "Apocrypha — that is, books
which are not regarded as equal to the holypBarés, and yet are profitable and good to read."
(22) The early English Bibles, including finally the King James Version, placed the Apocrypha in
the same location, and in addition the ChurcEkmgland retained the custom of reading from the
Apocrypha in its public worship services duringta@r seasons of the year. In opposition to this
practice Puritans and Presbyterians agitatedhimicomplete removal of the Apocrypha from the
Bible. In 1825 the British and Foreign Bible Seigi agreed to this, and since this time the
Apocrypha has been eliminated almost ehtifrom English Bibles (except pulpit Bibles).

(e) The Pseudepigrapha—Enoch, Michael the Archangel, Jannes and Jambres
In addition to the Apocrypha there are also the Pseudepigrapha. These are other

non-canonical books which were held in high estbgrmany early Christians but which, unlike
the Apocrypha, were never included in the manuscripts of the Greek Septuagint or of the Latin



Vulgate. Because of this circumstance the textsarfy of these Pseudepigrapha were lost during
the middle-ages and have been found again onbomparatively recent times. They are called
Pseudepigrapha because most of them fals&ym to have been written by various Old
Testament patriarchs. Actually, however, tlvesre composed between 200 B.C. and 100 A.D.,
mostly by Jewish authors but in some cases perhaps by Christians. (23)

One of the best known of the Pseudepigrapha i8twok of Enochan Ethiopic version of
which was discovered in Abyssinia by James Bruce (c. 1770). This Book is of special interest
because Jude is commonly thought to have quoted it in his EgistleEnoch also, the seventh
from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behtbld, Lord cometh with ten thousands of His
saints to execute judgment upon all, and to careviall that are ungodly among them of all their
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed,of all their hard speeches which ungodly
sinners have spoken against Hi(dude 14-15; Enoch 1:9). Among early Christians there were
three reactions to this seeming quotation of the Book of Enoch on the part of Jude. (24) First there
were those like Tertullian, who accepted both #pistle of Jude and the Book of Enoch as
canonical. Second, there were those (mentionetelyme) who rejected both the Epistle of Jude
and the Book of Enoch. Third, there weh®ge like Origen and Augustine, who accepted the
Epistle of Jude as canonical but rejected thekBof Enoch. This third position was adopted by
the Church at large and is undoubtedly the true Boe it is not certain that Jude actually did
guote from the Book of Enoch. He may have been quoting a common source, a traditional saying
handed down from remote antiquity. And even if he were quoting from the Book of Enoch, this
would not necessarily mean that he was endorsing this book as a whole or vouching for its
canonicity.

Jude 9 is another verse which is oftattributed to the Pseudepigraplvat Michael the
archangel, when contending with the devil hgpdied about the body of Moses, durst not bring
against him a railing accusation, but said, the Lord rebuke .themording to Origen and
Didymus of Alexandria, Jude tere quoting from a non-canonical bozdled The Assumption
of Moses This book was lost for many centuries until in 1861 Ceriani published about a third of
it from a manuscript in the Ambrosian Library lsilan. This manuscript comes to an end,
however, before reaching the account of the death of Moses, and so there is no way of verifying
the statements of Origen and Didymus concerdunde's use of this book. (25) But even if the
manuscript were complete and did contain theiréd incident, it would still be preferable to
suppose that Jude was quoting fibe Assumption of Mosésit a common source, probably an
ancient oral tradition. For a similar instance is related by the prophet Zechariah (Zech. 3:1-3), and
this indicates that encounters such as thesedeetthe good and evil angels were not fabulous
but actual events.

There are also several verses of the Apd3dal in which he has been accused of citing
passages from lost non-canonical books as ScriptueClor. 2:9, for example, Paul says, but as
it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neithevehantered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love Himcording to Origen, Paul quoted this
verse from theApocalypse of ElijahJerome denied this allegation but admitted that the verse
occurred not only in the Apocalypse of Elijah but also in another non-canonical book entitled the
Ascension of Isaiahlt is probable however, that Paul is here quoting freely from Isaiah 64:4.
Such, at any rate, was the opinion of Clement of Rome (c. 90) and of Jerome. And the same may
be said concerning Eph. 5:14, where Paul writg¢kerefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest,
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee liglere again Paul seems to be quoting
freely, this time from Isaiah 60:1, in spite oéthtatement of Epiphanius (c. 390) that these words
were also found in the Apocalypse of ElijahrFas Robertson and Plummer (1911) observe, it is



more reasonable to suppose that the authoritoresf this lost book quoted from Paul than that
Paul quoted from him. For if Paul and the other New Testament writers refrained from quoting
even the Apocrypha as Scripture, why would they quote other non-canonical books of much
lower status in this way. (26)

In 2 Timothy 3:8 Paul refers by name tioe magicians who contended with Moses at
Pharaoh's courtNow as Jannes and Jambres withstood Mosesjo these also resist the truth
Origen asserts that here Paul is quoting fromBbek of Jannes and Jambrdgut there is no
need to suppose this. For in the days of Baeiinames of these two magicians were well known
everywhere both in Jewish and in gentile circlés-Pliny (d. 79), for example, and to Apuleius
(c. 130). Hence when Paul identifies these tdweasaries of Moses by employing these familiar
appellations, we need not conclutat he is quoting from a book. (27)

(f) Manuscripts of the Hebrew Old Testament — The Dead Sea Scrolls

The Jewish rabbis venerated their copies ofQie Testament so much that they did not
allow them to be read to pieces. As soon ag Bld Testament manuscripts became too old and
worn for ordinary use, they stored themtlieir synagogues and later buried them. Hence, until
rather recently no ancient Hebrew OIld Testammaahuscripts were available to scholars, the
oldest known manuscript dating from no earlier thiha 9th century A.D. All the available
manuscripts, however, were found to contain thesddetic (Traditional) text and to agree with
one another very closely. The first critic ttemonstrate this was Bishop Kennicott, who
published at Oxford in 1776-80 the readings68# Hebrew manuscripts. He was followed in
1784-88 by De Rossi, who published collations of B2Be manuscripts. No substantial variation
among the manuscripts was detected by either of these two scholars. (28)

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls hitsred this situation. These scrolls had been
placed in earthen jars and deposited in caves nedr @amran by the Dead Sea. They were first
brought to light in 1947 by an Arab who wa®king for a goat which had wandered away. After
a few months some of the scrolls from thistficave were sold by the Arabs to the Syrian
Orthodox Monastery of St. Mark and others te Hebrew University. In 1955 the Monastery of
St. Mark sold its share of the Dead Sea Scitolishe State of Israel. Thus these two lots of
ancient writings were finally reunited under the same owners. (29)

This collection includes the following documents) [daiah A, an almost complete copy of
Isaiah in Hebrew; (2) Isaiah B, another capylsaiah in Hebrew, reasonably complete from
chapter 41 onwards but containingyfiagments of earlier chapters; (3) a copy in Hebrew of the
first two chapters of Habakkuk with a verse-by-verse commentary also in Hebrew; Ri)l¢hef
the Communitya code of rules of a community written in Hebrew; (5) a collection of hymns in
Hebrew; (6) theRule of War a description in Hebrew of ancient warfare; (7) an Aramaic
paraphrase of chapter 5 to 15 of Genesis. (3Gh&fe seven manuscripgaiah A is regarded as
the oldest. One expert sets its date at 175-150 B.C.; another expert makes it 50 years younger.
The other manuscripts are thought to have legiten from 50 to 150 years later than Isaiah A.

(31)

After these manuscripts had been discoverethénfirst cave, ten other caves in the same
vicinity were found to contain similar treasures. Of these Cave 4 has proved the most productive.
Thousands of fragments, once constituting al3@@ separate books, have been taken from this
location. These fragments include portions of every Old Testament book except Esther. (32)
Rather recently (1972) O'Callaghan has claimed that certain fragments found in Cave 7 are from



New Testament manuscripts. This discovery, however, has been rejected by most other scholars.
(33)

The discovery of the first Dead Sea Scroll, dabaf\, was generally regarded by scholars as a
victory for the Masoretic (Traditional) Hebrewxteof the Old Testament. According to Burrows
(1948), this manuscript agreed with the Masortdit to a remarkable degree in wording. (34)

And according to Albright (1955), the second Isasaloll (Isaiah B) agreed even more closely

with the Masoretic text. (35) But the discoveiry 1952 of Cave 4 with its vast store of
manuscripts altered the picture considerablyettame apparent that the Proto-Masoretic text of

the Isaiah scrolls was not the only type of Old Testament text that had been preserved at Qumran.
In the manuscripts from Cave 4 many other tgges have been distinguished. Accordingly, in
1964 F. M. Cross presented some of the cammhs which he had drawn from his Qumran
studies. He believed that three distinct ancienstekiSamuel can be identified, namely, (1) an
Egyptian text represented by the Septuaginta(Pglestinian text represented by manuscript 4Q
from Cave 4, and (3) a Proto-Masoretic text represented by a Greek text of Samuel also from
Cave 4. And in the Pentateuch also Cross divides the text into the Egyptian, Palestinian, and
Proto-Masoretic varieties. (36) G. R. Driver (1965), however, disagreed with Burrows, Albright,
and Cross. According to him, the Dead Seeol&cwere written in the first and early second
centuries A.D. (37)

Thus we see that, despite the new discoveoesconfidence in the trustworthiness of the
Old Testament text must rest on some more solid foundation than the opinions of naturalistic
scholars. For as the Qumran studies demonsttase scholars disagree with one another. What
one scholar grants another takes away.ehltstof depending on such inconstant allies,
Bible-believing Christians shouldevelop their own type of Old Testament textual criticism, a
textual criticism which takes its stand on the teachings of the Old Testament itself and views the
evidence in the light of these teachings. Saclelieving textual criticism leads us to full
confidence in the Masoretic (Traditional) Helr text which was preserved by the divinely
appointed Old Testament priesthood and the scribes and scholars grouped around it.

3. How The New Testament Text Was Preserved

At the Council of Trent the Roman Cathofturch not only added the Apocrypha to the
Old Testament but also claimed to be in possession of certain unwritten traditions "which," the
Council asserted, "received by the Apostles from the mouth of Christ Himself, or from the
Apostles themselves, the Holy Ghost dictating, have come down even unto us, transmitted as it
were from hand to hand." A solemn cursa&s pronounced against anyone who should
"knowingly and deliberately" despise these traditiand also against anyone who, "in matters of
faith and morals," should "presume to interghet said sacred Scripture contrary to that sense
which holy mother Church hath held and dbibld.” (38) According to Roman Catholicism,
therefore, a knowledge of the unwritten traditionshaf Church is necessary in order to interpret
the Scriptures properly. But who has the poweddtermine what these unwritten traditions are?
In 1870 the Vatican Council of bishops answetleid question. The Pope, they declared, is
infallible when he "defines a doctrine regardingthfeor morals to be held by the universal
Church." This, however was a most illogical prdaes, for if only the Pope was infallible, then
where did the other bishops get the infallibility with which to declare the Pope infallible?

According to Roman Catholic doctrine, then, the authority of the Bible depends upon the
authority of the Roman Catholic Church and ultimately of the Pope. But this line of reasoning



leads to an endless regression. Why do we betieatethe Bible is infallible? Because, Roman
Catholics answer, the infallible Pope says tha Bible is infallible and interprets it for us
infallibly in accordance with ecclesiastical traditiomgich only he can define with certainty. But
how do Roman Catholics know that the Pope is infalfitlo be sure of this they would need an
angel to certify that the Pope was truly infallibled then a second angel to establish that the first
angel was truly an angel and not the devil isgdise and then a third angel to authenticate the
two previous angels, and so ad infinitum

True Protestants have always rejected these false claims of Roman Catholicism and
maintained the very opposite. The true Churchvds its authority from the Bible and not the
Bible from the Church. In the Bible God reveals Himsgift, as the almighty Creator God,
second as the faithful Covenant God, atidrd, as the triune Saviour God. And since God thus
reveals Himself in the holy Scriptures, we nemdhuman priest to stand between us and Jesus
Christ, the great High Priest. Nor do we need an allegedly infallible Pope to assure us that these
Scriptures are truly God's Word, for the Holy Ghost Himself gives us this assurance, bearing
witness by and with the Word in our hearts.

In order, therefore, to discover the true principles of New Testament textual criticism we
must turn neither to the dogmas of the Romarh@et Church nor to the equally arbitrary dicta
of the naturalistic critics but to the teachingttod New Testament itself. The following is a brief
outline of this teaching which will be develabmore fully in the chapters that follow.

(a) The Universal Priesthood of Believers

As we have seen, the study of the Old Testanmdicates that the Old Testament Scriptures
were preserved through the divinely appointed Old Testament priesthood. The Holy Spirit guided
the priests to gather the separate parts oOldeTestament into one Old Testament canon and to
maintain the purity of the Old Testament téxave the New Testament Scriptures been preserved
in this official manner? In the New TestamdZhurch has there ever been a special, divinely
appointed organization of priests with authority to make decisions concerning the New Testament
text or the books that should belong to the Nlmgtament canon? No! Not at all! When Christ
died upon the cross, the veil of the Temple was rent in sunder, and the Old Testament priesthood
was done away forever There has never beereaiagporder of priests in the New Testament
Church. Every believer is a priest under Christ,gieat High Priest. (1 Peter 2: 9, Rev. 1: 5-6).

Just as the divine glories of the New Testanagatbrighter far than the glories of the Old
Testament, so the manner in which God hasgmwed the New Testament text is far more
wonderful than the manner in which He preserved the Old Testament text. God preserved the Old
Testament text by means of something physical and external, namely, the Aaronic priesthood.
God has preserved the New Testament text by snebsomething inward and spiritual, namely,
the universal priesthood of believers, through the tepdhat is to say, of the Holy Spirit in the
hearts of individual Christians of every walk of life.

(b) The Writing of the New Testament Books

The writing of the New Testament as well as the preservation of it was a fulfillment of the
promises of Christ that His Word should be forever preseidedven and earth shall pass away,
but My words shall not pass awéMatt. 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21-33). As the Saviour was
about to return to His heavenly Fathide left His Apostles this blessed assurarfideese things
have | spoken unto you being yet present with Batithe Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,



whom the Father will send in my name, He shaltkeyou all things and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto ¢@hn 14:25-26). Here we see that both the
agreements of the Four Gospels with one amahd their differences are due to the inspiration
which the Apostles received from the Holy Spinitd the control which He exercised over their
minds and memories.

In the Gospels, therefore, Jesteveals Himself through the story of His earthly ministry.
The rest of the New Testament books are His divine commentary on the meaning of that ministry,
and in these books also Jesus reveals HinBadfse remaining books were written in accordance
with His promise to His Apostled:have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear
them now. Howbeit, when He, the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into all truth; for He
shall not speak of Himself: but whatsoever Helldma@ar that shall He speak: and He will shew
you things to coméJohn 16:12-13). It was in fulfilment of this promise that the Holy Spirit
descended upon the Apostles at Pentecost, filled thieids and hearts with the message of the
risen, exalted Lord, and sent them out to preahnttessage, first to the Jews at Jerusalem and
then to all the world. Then followed the converspf the Apostle Paul and the Epistles which he
wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Thiames, Peter, John, and Jude were inspired to
write their Epistles, and Luke to tell the storytlé Acts of the Apostles. Finally, the Revelation
proceeded from the inspired pen of John on Patmos, announcing those things that were yet to
come. Volumes, of course, could be filled with a discussion of these sacred developments, but
here a bare statement of the essential facts must suffice.

(c) The Formation of the New Testament Canon

After the New Testament books had been writtes nibxt step in the divine program for the
New Testament Scriptures was the gathering of these individual books into one New Testament
canon in order that thus they might take their place beside the books of the Old Testament canon
as the concluding portion of God's holy Wordt ue now consider how this was accomplished
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. (39)

The first New Testament books to be assemibggther were the Epistles of Paul. The
Apostle Peter, shortly before ded, referred to Paul's Epistles as Scripture and in such a way as
to indicate that at least the beginning of sucltollection had already been made (2 Peter
3:15-16). Even radical scholars, such as E. J. Goodspeed (1926), (40) agree that a collection of
Paul's Epistles was in circulation in the begng of the 2nd century and that Ignatius (117)
referred to it. When the Four Gospels werdeoted together is unknown, but it is generally
agreed that this must have taken place before 170 A.D. because at that time Tatian made his
Harmony of the Gospe(®iatessaron), which included all four of the canonical Gospels and only
these four. Before 200 A.D. Paul, the Gospélsts, 1 Peter and 1 John were recognized as
Scripture by Christians everywhere (as thetiags of Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, and
Tertullian prove) and accorded an authority equah#d of the Old Testament Scriptures. It was
Tertullian, moreover, who first applied the naiew Testamertb this collection of apostolic
writings. (41)

The seven remaining books, 2 and 3 John, 2rPdibrews, James, Jude, and Revelation,
were not yet unanimously accepted as Scripture. By the time the 4th century had arrived,
however, few Christians seem to have questidhedight of these disputed books to a place in
the New Testament canon. Eminent Church Fatbkethat era, such as Athanasius, Augustine,
and Jerome, include them in their lists of New Testament books. Thus through the Holy Spirit's
guidance of individual believersilently and gradually—but nevertheless surely, the Church as a
whole was led to a recognition of the fact ttet twenty-seven books of the New Testament, and



only these books, form the canon which God gave to be placed beside the Old Testament
Scriptures as the authoritative and final revelation of His will.

This guidance of the Holy Spirit was negative as well as positive. It involved not only the
selection of canonical New Testament books but also the rejection of many non-canonical books
which were mistakenly regarded as canonicasdaye of the early Christians. Thus Steepherd
of Hermaswas used as holy Scripture by Irenaeus and Clement of Alexandria, and the same
status was wrongly given to thBeaching of the Twelve Apostley Clement and Origen.
Clement likewise commented on tApocalypse of Peteaind theEpistle of Barnabasto which
Origen also accorded the title "catholidhd in addition, there were many fal§ospelsin
circulation, as well as numerous faldets ascribed to various Apostles. But although some of
these non-canonical writings gained temporary accepiarnmrtain quarters, this state of affairs
lasted for but a short time. Soon all Christiangerywhere were led by the Holy Spirit to
repudiate these spurious works and to receive only the canonical books as their New Testament
Scriptures.

(b) The Preservation of the New Testament Text

Thus the Holy Spirit guided the early Chrissato gather the individual New Testament
books into one New Testament canon and jectell non-canonical books. In the same manner
also the Holy Spirit guided the early Christidngpreserve the New Testament text by receiving
the true readings and rejecting the false. Qastat would be strange if it were otherwise. It
would have been passing strange if God had guitie people in regard to the New Testament
canon but had withheld from them His divine assise in the matter of the New Testament text.
This would mean that Bible believing Christiaiglay could have no certainty concerning the
New Testament text but would be obliged to rely on the hypotheses of modern, naturalistic
critics.

But God in His mercy did not leave His people to grope after the True New Testament Text.
Through the leading of the Holy Spirit He guided them to preserve it during the manuscript
period. God brought this to pass through the working of His preserving and governing
providence.First, many trustworthy copies of the original New Testament manuscripts were
produced by faithful scribesSecondthese trustworthy copies were read and recopied by true
believers down through the centuridird, untrustworthy copies were not so generally read or
so frequently recopied. Although they enjoyed some popularity for a time, yet in the long run
they were laid aside and consigned to oblividhus as a result of this special providential
guidance the True Text won out in the end, axdthy we may be sure that the text found in the
vast majority of the Greek New Testamentnuscripts is a trustworthy reproduction of the
divinely inspired Original Text. This is the text which was preserved by the God-guided usage of
the Greek Church. Critics have called it the Byirantext, thereby acknowledging that it was the
text in use in the Greek Church during the greater part of the Byzantine period (452-1453). It is
much better, however, to call this text the Thiadal Text. When we call the text found in the
majority of the Greek New Testament manuscripgsTraditional Text, we signify that this is the
text which has been handed down by the God-guidsition of the Church from the time of the
Apostles unto the present day.

A further step in the providential preservatiortled New Testament was the printing of it in
1516 and the dissemination of it through the whole of Western Europe during the Protestant
Reformation. In the first printing of ¢h Greek New Testament we see God's preserving
providence working hiddenly and, to the outward eye, accidentally. The editor, Erasmus,



performed his task in great haste in order to rtfeetieadline set by the printer, Froben of Basle.
Hence this first edition contained a number of eradra minor sort, some of which persisted in

later editions. But in all essentials the New Testanext first printed by Erasmus and later by
Stephanus (1550) and Elzevir (1633) is in fullemgnent with the Traditional Text providentially
preserved in the vast majority of the GreekwNE€estament manuscripts. This printed text is
commonly called the Textus Receptus (Received)Tdixis the text which was used by the
Protestant Reformers during the Reformation and by all Protestants everywhere for three hundred
years thereafter. Hence the printing of it was,radtke no accident but the work of God's special
providence.

The special providence of God is particularlydent in the fact that the text of the Greek
New Testament was first printed and published not in the East but in Western Europe where the
influence of the Latin usage and of the Latiniyjéie was very strong. Through the influence of
the Latin-speaking Church Erasmus and his successere providentially guided to follow the
Latin Vulgate here and there in those few placeshith the Latin Church usage rather than the
Greek Church usage had preserved the genuinegedtence the Textus Receptus was a further
step in the providential preservation of thewNd@estament. In it the few errors of any
consequence occurring in the Traditional Greekt Weere corrected by the providence of God
operating through the usage of the Latin speaking Church of Western Europe.

Thus God by His special providence has presktiie New Testament text in a three-fold
way through the universal priesthood of believers. Irfitseplace, during the fourteen centuries
in which the New Testament circulated inmaacript form God worked providentially through
the usage of the Greek-speaking Church to preskevBlew Testament text in the majority of the
Greek New Testament manuscripts. In thisywthe True New Testament Text became the
prevailing Traditional Text. In thesecondplace, during the 16th century when the New
Testament text was being printed for the finste, God worked providentially through the usage
of the Latin-speaking Church to influence Erasnamsl the other editors and printers of that
period to follow the Latin Vulgate in those fgwaces in which the Latin Church usage rather
than the Greek Church usage had presktlie genuine reading. Then in tiérd place, during
the 450 years which have elapsed since the giisting of the New Testament, God has been
working providentially through the usage of Ridbelieving Protestants to place and keep the
stamp of His approval upon this God-guided prirteed. It is upon this Textus Receptus that the
King James Version and the other classic Protestant translations are based.

(e) Alternative Views of the Providential Preservation of the New Testament

We see now how Christ has fulfilled His promise always to preserve in His Church the True
New Testament Text, namely, through the universal priesthood of believers. In the special
providence of God believers down through the agees baen guided to reject false readings and
preserve the true, so that today the True Nestdment Text is found in the majority of the
Greek New Testament manuscripts, in the TeRaseptus, and in the King James Version and
the other classic Protestant translations. Bahlise of the opposition of unbelievers conservative
Christian scholars have become increasingly relittaadopt this viewrad have offered various
alternatives in place of it. Let us thereforensider briefly these alternative views of God's
providential preservation of the New Testament text.

Q) The alleged agreement of all the New @esnt manuscripts in matters of doctrine
In dealing with the problems of the New Testarntext most conservatives place great stress on
the amount of agreement alleged to exisbagnthe extant New Testament manuscripts. These



manuscripts, it is said, agree so closely with anether in matters of doctrine that it does not
make much difference which manuscript yolicw. The same essential teaching is preserved in
them all. This reputed agreement of all #weant New Testament manuscripts in doctrinal
matters is ascribed to divine providence and nabgh as the fulfillment of the promise of Christ
always to preserve in His Church a trustworthy New Testament text.

This is the thought that was emphasized by Richard Bentley (1713) in his celebrated reply to
the free-thinker, Anthony Collins, who asserted that New Testament textual criticism had made
the sacred text uncertain. This charge, Bentleynegh was baseless. "The real text of the sacred
writers does not now (since the originals have m®iong lost) lie in any single manuscript or
edition, but is dispersed in them all. 'Tis catently exact indeed even the worst manuscript
now extant; choose as awkwardly as you can, chibesevorst by design, out of the whole lump
of readings.... Make your 30,000 (variant readirggsmany more, if numbers of copies can ever
reach that sum: all the better to a knowing and serious reader, who is thereby more richly
furnished to select what he sees genuine. But puethem into the hands of a knave or a fool,
and yet with the most sinistrous and absurd choice, he shall not extinguish the light of any one
chapter, nor so disguise Christianity but that every feature of it will still be the same." (42)

Since the days of Bentley countless consereattholars have adopted this same apologetic
approach to the study of the New Testamerxt. tlew Testament textual criticism, they have
affirmed, can do no harm to the ChristiantHa because the special providence of God has
brought it to pass that the differences which tearmong the extant New Testament manuscripts
do not affect any essential point of doctrifidnis theory, however, presupposes an extremely
mechanical and unhistorical conception of thevjatential preservation of Scripture. According
to this theory, God in some mechanical waystrave prevented heretical scribes from inserting
into the New Testament manuscripts which theyewsopying readings that favored their false
views. Or, if God did now and then allow an heratreading to creep into a manuscript, He must
have quickly brought about the destruction of tmanuscript before the false reading could be
transferred to another manuscript and thus prdpdg8ut the testimony of history indicates that
God's providential preservation 8tripture did not function in any such mechanical fashion but
organically through the Church. Heretical readings were invented and did circulate for a time, but
they were rejected by the universalgsthood of believers under the guidance of God.

(2) The true reading preserved in at least one of the extant manusdfigity conservative
scholars seem to feel that God's providential care over the New Testament text is adequately
defined by the saying that the true reading heenltpreserved in at least one of the extant New
Testament manuscripts. Theodor Zahn (1909) gax@ression to this point of view in the
following words: "Though the New Testament text can be shown to have met with varying
treatment, it has never as yet been establisheddrmient citations, nor made really probable on
internal grounds, that a single sentence of the original text has disappeared altogether from the
text transmitted in the Church, that is, of all the manuscripts of the original and of the ancient
translations.” (43) In other words, the true regdis always to be found in some one or other of
the extant manuscripts. The only question is, which one.

Zahn's doctrine seems to be comforting at first glance, but on closer analysis this comfort
soon disappears. Has the special providence of God over the New Testament text done no more
than to preserve the true readings somewhere,ighat say, in some one or other of the great
variety of New Testament manuscripts now &xgs in the world? If Christ has done no more
than this, how can it be said that He has fulfilldis promise always to preserve in His Church
the True New Testament Text? How can His peopér be certain that they have the True New



Testament Text? For not all the extant New Testarmanuscripts have yet been discovered. No
doubt many of them still remain in the obscurityo which they were plunged centuries ago,

concealed in holes, ruins, and other unknown places. ¢dm we be sure that many true readings
are not hiding in these undiscovered manuscripts?e&ed if this is not the case, how can we be
certain which of the known manuscripts contdhe true reading in places in which these

manuscripts differ? For Christians troubled wdthubts like these Zahn's theory is no help at all.

(3) Are naturalistic New Testament textual critics providentially guidedany
conservatives have adopted the theory thatthinsugh textual criticism, and especially through
the textual criticism of Westcott and Hort, thatriShhas fulfilled His promise always to preserve
in His Church the True New Testament Textrégard to this matter J. H. Skilton (1946) writes
as follows: "Textual Criticism, in God's proviuee, is the means provided for ascertaining the
true text of the Bible." (44) And half a century earlier Dr. B. B. Warfield (1893) expressed
himself in a very similar manner. "In the sense of the Westminster Confession, therefore, the
multiplication of copies of the Scriptures, the severaly efforts towards the revision of the text,
the raising up of scholars in our own day to ectland collate manuscripts, and to reform them
on scientific principles— of our TischendorfescaTregelleses, and Westcotts and Horts—are all
parts of God's singular care and providence in preserving His inspired Word pure." (45)

Dr. B. B. Warfield was an outstanding defendéthe orthodox Christian faith, so much so
that one hesitates to criticize him in any w@rtainly no Bible-believing Christian would wish
to say anything disrespectful concerning so vesiera Christian scholar. But nevertheless it is a
fact that Dr. Warfield's thinking was not entirely unified. Through his mind ran two separate
trains of thought which not even he could jtagether. The one train of thought was dogmatic,
going back to the Protestant Reformation. When following this train of thought Dr. Warfield
regarded Christianity as true. The othernraif thought was apologetic, going back to the
rationalistic viewpoint of the 18th century. Whésllowing this train of thought Dr. Warfield
regarded Christianity as merely probablendAthis same divided outlook was shared by Dr.
Warfield's colleagues at Princeton Seminand &y conservative theologians and scholars
generally throughout the 19th and early 20th centaven today this split-level thinking is still a
factor to be reckoned with in conservative circles, although in far too many instances it has
passed over into modernism.

Dr. Warfield's treatment of the New Testamemnt ilustrates this cleavage in his thinking.
In the realm of dogmatics he agreed witk ¥Westminster Confession that the New Testament
text had been "kept pure in all ages" by God's "singular care and providence,” but in the realm of
New Testament textual criticism he agreed with Westcott and Hort in ignoring God's providence
and even went so far as to assert that the sanfodsetvere to be applied to the text of the New
Testament that would be applied to the texaahorning newspaper. It was to bridge the gap
between his dogmatics and his New Testamentiébxriticism that he suggested that God had
worked providentially through Tischendorf, Trdge, and Westcott and Hort to preserve the
New Testament text. But this suggestion leads to conclusions which are extremely bizarre and
inconsistent. It would have uselieve that during the manuscript period orthodox Christians
corrupted the New Testament text, that the teedby the Protestant Reformers was the worst of
all, and that the True Text was not restouetl the 19th century, when Tregelles brought it forth
out of the Pope's library, when Tischendorf resdtéom a waste basket on Mt. Sinai, and when
Westcott and Hort were providentially guided donstruct a theory of it which ignores God's
special providence and treats the text of the New Testament like the text of any other ancient
book. But if the True New Testament Text was lost for 1500 years, how can we be sure that it has
ever been found again?



(f) The Principles of Consistently Christian New Testament Textual Criticism

Bentley, Zahn, Warfield, and countless othergehtied to devise a theory of the special
providential preservation of the Scriptures which leaves room for naturalistic New Testament
textual criticism. But this is impossible, for theo concepts are mutually exclusive. Naturalistic
New Testament textual criticism requires us to tteattext of the New Testament like the text of
any other ancient book, in other words, to ignore or deny the special providential preservation of
the Scriptures. Hence if we really believe in the special providential preservation of the
Scriptures, then we cannot follow the natutalimethod of New Testament textual criticism.

For a believer, then, the only alternative idatbow a consistently Christian method of New
Testament textual criticism in which all the principles are derived from the Bible itself and none
is borrowed from the textual criticism of othancient books. In the preceding pages we have
striven to present such a consistently Chrishamw Testament textual criticism, and now we will
recapitulate and summarize its principles briefly:

Principle One:The Old Testament text was preserved by the Old Testament priesthood and
the scribes and scholars that grouped themselves around that priesthood.

Principle Two: When Christ died upon the cross, the Old Testament priesthood was
abolished. In the New Testament dispensatiogryebeliever is a priest under Christ the great
High Priest. Hence the New Testament text has been preserved by the universal priesthood of
believers, by faithful Christians in every walk of life.

Principle Three The Traditional Text, found in the vast majority of the Greek New
Testament manuscripts, is the True Text bseai represents the God-guided usage of this
universal priesthood of believers.

Principle Four: The first printed text of the Gredkew Testament represents a forward step
in the providential preservation of the New Tesain In it the few errors of any consequence
occurring in the Traditional Greek Text were corrected by the providence of God operating
through the usage of the Latin-speaking ChurckVektern Europe. In other words, the editors
and printers who produced this first print&teek New Testament text were providentially
guided by the usage of the Latin-speaking Chtoctollow the Latin Vigate in those few places
in which the Latin Church usage rather thiha Greek Church usage had preserved the genuine
reading.

Principle Five: Through the usage of Bible-believing Protestants God placed the stamp of
His approval on this first printed text, and @dame the Textus Receptus (Received Text). It is
the printed form of the Traditional Text foundtime vast majority of the Greek New Testament
manuscripts.

Principle Six: The King James (Authorized) Version is an accurate translation of the Textus
Receptus. On it God has placed the stamp efapiproval through the long continued usage of
English-speaking believers. Hence it shouldused and defended today by Bible-believing
Christians.

(g) New Testament Textual Criticism and Evangelism



Why should we Christians study the New Testantext from a neutral point of view rather
than from a believing point of view? The answeually given is that we should do this for the
sake of unbelievers. We must start with the néyicent of view in order that later we may
convert unbelievers to the bddox, believing point of view. Sir Frederic Kenyon expressed
himself to this effect as follows: "It is importatd recognize from the first that the problem is
essentially the same, whether we are dealiiifp sacred or secular literature, although the
difficulty of solving it, and likewise the issuesmiding on it are very different. It is important,
if for no other reason, because it is only in thiywWaat we can meet the hostile critics of the New
Testament with arguments, the force of whitbley admit. If we assume from the first the
supernatural character of these books and maintairttits affects the manner in which their text
has come down to us, we can never convince those who start with a denial of that supernatural
character. We treat them at first like any other bowksyder to show at last that they are above
and beyond all other books." (46)

Although Kenyon probably advised this obligugpeoach with the best of intentions, still
the course which he advocated is very wrongh@ltox Christians must ngtoop to conquer. We
must not first adopt a neutral position towar@ tBible in order that later we may persuade
unbelievers to receive the Bible as God's Word. There are several reasons why we must not do
this. In the first place if we should take this stee would be inconsisté. We would be denying
the conclusion that we were seeking to establish. In the second place, we would be ineffective. In
taking up this neutral position weould not be doing anything toonvert unbelievers to the
orthodox Christian faith. On the contrary, we would be confirming them in their confidence in the
essential rightness of their unbelieving presuppositiémsl in the third place, we would be
sinning. To approach unbelievers from this nalupoint of view would be not only allowing
them to ignore the divine inspiration and pawmmtial preservation of the Scriptures but even
doing so ourselves. In other words, we wouldskeking to convert unbelievers by the strange
method of participating in their unbelief.

If we truly believe in Christ, then God is rdal us, more real even than our faith in Him.
Otherwise we are not believing but doubting. Themefwve must begin all our thinking with that
which is most real, namely, God and His threle-fevelation of Himself in nature, in the holy
Scriptures, and in the Gospel of Christ. Thighie system of truth which we must proclaim to
others, both to unbelievers anddor fellow Christians. And in this system of truth, as we have
seen, the principles of consistently Christidaw Testament textual criticism occupy a very
necessary and important place.

(h) Believing Bible Study on the Graduate Level — Christ and Grammar

We must make God and Jesus Christ His Son the starting point of all our thinking. But how
can we do this on the graduate level at altdgoal seminary or a university? How can we know
for example whether the King James Version is aeobtranslation or not? Don't we have to rely
on dictionaries, such as Brown-Driver-Briggs, TéaKittel, and Liddel-Scott? And for grammar
don't we have to go to the great authoritiesthis field, such as Gesenius, Bauer, and
Blass-Debrunner? And how, really, do we knovatthhe Textus Receptus is a trustworthy
reproduction of the majority New Testament text? For our knowledge of the New Testament
manuscripts are we not obliged to depend alneosirely on the writings of experts, such as
Gregory, Kenyon, Colwell, Metzger, and Aland/hen we study the Bible on the graduate level,
therefore, how can we begin with God? Mustneérather begin with men? With the information
provided by scholars, most of whom are unbelievers?



Questions like these cause many conservative seyngtudents to panic and become virtual
unbelievers in their biblical studies. In ordeersfore, to prevent such catastrophes, we must
always emphasize the Christian starting point that all our thinking ought to have. If we are
Christians, then we must begin our thinkimgt with the assertions of unbelieving scholars and
their naturalistic human logic, but with Christ and the logic of faith.

For example, how do we know that the Textus Receptus is the true New Testament text? We
know this through the logic of faith. Because thes@a is true, the Bible which contains this
Gospel was infallibly inspired by the Holy ShitAnd because the Bible was infallibly inspired it
has been preserved by God's special providéficeeover, this providential preservation was not
done privately in secret holes and caves but publictiie usage of God's Church. Hence the true
New Testament text is found in the majority the New Testament manuscripts. And this
providential preservation did not cease with the itie@nof printing. Hence the formation of the
Textus Receptus was God-guided.

And how do we know that the King James Versma faithful translation of the true New
Testament text? We know this also through the logic of faith. Since the formation of the Textus
Receptus was God-guided the translation of it was God-guided also. For as the Textus Receptus
was being formed, it was also being translafigdte two processes were simultaneous. Hence the
early Protestant versions, such as Luther'syd@le's, the Geneva, and the King James, were
actually varieties of the Textus Receptus. Almid was necessarily so according to the principles
of God's preserving providence. For the Textus Resepad to be translated in order that the
universal priesthood of believers, the rank dled might give it their God-guided approval.

In biblical studies, in philosophy, in science, and in every other learned field we must begin

with Christ and then work out our basic prineplaccording to the logic of faith. This procedure

will show us how to utilize the learning of non+@tian scholars in such a way as to profit by

their instruction. Undeniably these unbelievérow a great many facts by virtue of God's
common grace. They misinterpret these facts however, because they ignore and deny God's
revelation of Himself in and through the facts. Eemur task is to point out the inconsistencies

and absurdities of unbelieving thought and thetake the facts which learned unbelievers have
assembled and place them in their proper framework of biblical truth.

For example, if we begin with Christ, then we will understand what language is, namely, the
medium by which God reveals the facts unto men and also Himself in and through the facts And
if we adopt this basic position, then the study of Greek grammar, and especially the history of it,
will prove immensely profitable to us and wiltestgthen our faith, for then we will see how God
in His providence has preserved the knowledg&mek grammar from the days of the ancient
Alexandrian grammarians down to the time of Erasmus and the Protestant Reformers and even up
until now. Such a survey certainly increases aunfidence in the King James translators. Judged
even by modern standards, their knowledfjthe biblical languages was second to none.

Begin with Christ and the Gospel and followetlogic of faith. This is the principle that
must guide us in our graduate studies, especially in the biblical field. If we adhere to it, then
everything we learn will fit beautifully into its place in the Christian thought-system. But if we
ignore Christ and adopt a neutral approdchknowledge, we will soon lose ourselves in a
wilderness of details and grow maed more chaotic in our thinking.

(For further discussion see Believing Bible Study, pp. 51-52, 214-225. See also A History of
Classical Scholarship, by J. E. Sandys, vols. 1 & 2.)



CHAPTER FIVE

THE FACTS OF NEW TESTAMENT TEXTUAL
CRITICISM

Facts are the temporal truths which Gode #ternal Truth, establishes by His works of
creation and providence. God reveals facts to men through their thought processes, and in and
through the facts God reveals Himself. In thedaftnature God reveals Himself as the almighty
Creator God, in the facts of Scripture God reveals Himself as the faithful Covenant God, and in
the facts of the Gospel God reveals Himself a&sttilune Saviour God. Certainty is our clear
perception of the clearly revealed facts. Probability is our dimmer perception of the less clearly
revealed facts. Error is the sinful rejectiontbé facts, and especially of God's revelation of
Himself in and through the facts.

In New Testament textual criticism, therefore, we must start at the highest point. We must
begin with God, the supreme and eternal Tratig then descend to the lower, temporal facts
which He has established by His works of timea and providence. We must take all our
principles from the Bible itself and borrow none from the textual criticism of other ancient books.
It is only by following this rule that we will bable to distinguish facts from the fictions of
unbelievers.

1. An Enumeration Of The New Testament Documents

For information concerning the vast fleet @dcuments which have transported the New
Testament text across the sea of time under the direction of God's special providence let us apply
to two of the leading experts in this fielstamely, Kurt Aland (1968), (1) who currently assigns
official numbers to newly discovered manuscripts of the Greek New Testament, and B. M.
Metzger (1968), (2) author of many books amticles concerning the New Testament text.

(a) The Greek New Testament Manuscripts

How many New Testament manuscripts are thémeGrder to answer this question let us
turn to the latest statistics as they are preselyelurt Aland. According to Aland, there are
5,255 known manuscripts which contain all or part of the Greek New Testament. (3)

The earliest of these Greek New Testament maipis@re the papyri. They are given that
name because they are written on papyrus, an ancient type of writing material made from the
fibrous pith of the papyrus plant, which incéent times grew plentifully along the river Nile.
Eighty-one of these papyri have now been dismemany of them mere fragments. (4) The
most important of these papyrus manuscripts are the Chester Beatty Papyri and the Bodmer
Papyri. The Chester Beatty Papyri were pubtisinel933-37. They include Papyrus 45 ( Gospels
and Acts, c. 225 A.D. ), Papyrus 46 (Pauline Epistles, c. 225 A.D.), and Papyrus 47 (Revelation,
c. 275 A.D. ). The Bodmer Papyri were published in 1956-62. The most important of these are
Papyrus 66 (John, c. 200 A.D.) and Papyrus 75 ( Luke and John 1: 15, c. 200 A.D.).

All the rest of the Greek New Testament manuscripts akeloin ( leather), except for a
few late ones in which paper was used. Thiestl of the velum manuscripts are writteruincial



(capital) letters. These uncial manuscripts now lmem267. (5) The three oldest complete (or
nearly complete) uncial manuscripts are®dex Vaticanys Aleph (Codex Sinaiticus)andA
(Codex AlexandringsCodexB was written about the middle of the 4th century. It is the property
of the Vatican Library at Rome. When it arrived there is not known, but it must have been before
1475, since it is mentioned in a catalogue of the library made in thatGeaex Alephwvas
discovered by Tischendorf in 1859 at the Monastery of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai.
Tischendorf persuaded the monks to give it asesent (requited with money and favors) to the
Czar of Russia. In 1933 it was purchased from Russian government by the Trustees of the
British Museum. It is generally considered bhalars to have been written in the second half of
the 4th centuryCodex Awas for many years regarded the oldest extant New Testament
manuscript. It was given to the King of England in 1627 by Cyril Lucar, patriarch of
Constantinople, and is now kept in the Britishddum. Scholars date it from the first half of the
5th century. Other important uncial manuscripts\&réGospels, 4th or 5th centuny), (Gospels

and Acts, 5th or 6th century), ab@ (Pauline Epistles, 6th century).

About the beginning of the 9th centumyinuscule(small letter) handwriting began to be
used for the production of books. Thus all the later New Testament manuscripimaseules
According to Aland, 2,764 minuscules have beatalogued. (6) These date from the 9th to the
16th century.

Another important class of Greek New Testament manuscripts atectimaries These
are service books which contain in proper sequence the text of the passages of Scripture
appointed to be read at the worship services of the Church. THutiemariesare of two kinds,
the synaxaria which begin the year at Easter, and thenologia which begin the year at
September 1. Aland sets the number of the lectionary manuscripts at 2,143. (7)

(b) Cataloguing the New Testament Manuscripts

To discover and catalogue all these manuscripis the first task of New Testament textual
criticism. As early as 1550 Stephanus began to doThis scholarly printer placed in the margin
of his 3rd edition of the Textus Receptus varisgadings taken from 15 manuscripts, which he
indicated by Greek numbers. One of these manuscript®veasl anothek, and most of the rest
have been identified with minuscule manuscriptsthe Royal (National) Library at Paris.
Stephanus' pioneer efforts were continued 100 yatsby the English scholar Brian Walton. In
the 6th volume of his great Polyglot Bible (16%#) included the variant readings of Stephanus
and also those of 15 other manuscripts. These ligteel along with the libraries in which they
were kept. In 1707 John Mill, another Englstholar, published his monumental edition of the
New Testament in which almost all the availadedence of the Greek manuscripts and the early
versions was presented. Scrivener (1883) gives a list of the 82 Greek New Testament manuscripts
which Mill knew and catalogued in his epoch making work. (8)

The modern system of cataloguing the New Testarmnanuscripts was introduced by J. J.
Wettstein in his two volume edition of the New Testament, published at Amsterdam in 1751-52.
He designated the uncial manuscripts by capittre and the minuscule manuscripts by Arabic
numerals. According to K. W. Clark (1950), Wettstein catalogued about 125 Greek New
Testament manuscripts. (9)

After the opening of the 19th century the process of cataloguing New Testament
manuscripts speeded up tremendously due to the improved means of travel and communication.
During the years 1820-36 J. M. A. Scholz listed 616 manuscripts which had not previously been



known. In the four editions of hismtroduction to the Criticism of the New Testamgri@61-94)

F. H. A. Scrivener extended the catalogue to almost 3,000 manuscripts. Between the years 1884
and 1912 C. R. Gregory enlarged this list to a4800 manuscripts. (10) After Gregory's death in
World War |, the task of registering ngwtiscovered manuscripts was taken over by von
Dobschuetz, and then by Eltester, and is at present the responsibility of K. Aland. As stated, he
lists the total number of Greek New Testameranuscripts at 5,255. In view of these large
numbers, it may very well be that almost ak thxtant New Testament manuscripts have now
been discovered and catalogued.

(c) Collating the New Testament Manuscripts

After a manuscript is discovered and catalogued, it must be studied to find out what it says,
and its readings must be published. Usually ihidone by collating (comparing) the manuscript
with some well known printed text and noting tteadings in regard to which the manuscript
varies from this printed text. If the collation perfectly accurate, these variant readings, when
again compared with the printed text, will exhiberfectly the text of the manuscript which has
been collated. Unfortunately, however, the catlasi of the earlier New Testament scholars were
not very reliable. It was not considered necessamgcord every variant of the manuscript that
was being examined.

It was not until the 19th century that scholars began to aim at perfect accuracy and
completeness in the collation of New Testameanuscripts. The most famous of these 19th
century publishers and collators of New Testatnmanuscripts was C. Tischendorf. The 8th
edition of his Greek New Testament (1869) is still a mine of information concerning the readings
of the New Testament documents and indispengablliee student who desires to examine these
matters for himself. Other eminent 19th centimyestigators of New Testament manuscripts
were S. P. Tregelles, F .H. A. Scrivener, and J. W. Burgon.

During the 20th century there have been mahg Wave taken part in the work of collating
New Testament manuscripts. Included among thes€.ake Gregory, K. Lake, H. C. Hoskier,
and many contemporary scholars. One of the goals, as yet unattained, of 20th century scholarship
has been to produce a critical edition of thew Testament which shall take the place of
Tischendorf's 8th edition. Von Soden attemptedupply this need in his monumental edition
(1902-10), but did not succeed, at least in the judgment of most critics. In 1935 and 1940 S. C.
Legg published critical editions of Mark and Magih respectively, but inaccuracies have also
been found in his presentation of the evidencd 949 an international committee was formed of
British and American scholars, and since that timoek on a critical edition of Luke has been in
progress. Not long ago (1966) a specimen ofdbramittee's work was rather severely criticized
on various counts by K. Aland, who is now wargiwith other European scholars in yet another
attempt to produce a new critical edition of the New Testament. (11)

Such then are the impressive results ofrenthan four centuries of New Testament
manuscript study. Thousands of manuscripts have been catalogued and many of these
manuscripts have been collated and studied. adgriof facts have been gathered. As believing
Bible students we should seek to master these facts. We must remember, however, that facts are
never neutral. (12) All facts are temporal hisitwvhich God establishes by His works of creation
and providence. Hence we must not attempt, as unbeli€lo, to force the facts into an allegedly
neutral framework but should interpret themaiztordance with the divine Truth, namely, God's
revelation of Himself in the pages of holy $ture. When we do this, the consistency of



believing thought and the incongacy of unbelieving thought become evident also in the realm
of New Testament textual criticism.

(d) The Ancient New Testament Versions

When and where the New Testament was firststeed into Latin has been the subject of
much dispute, but, according to Metzger, mosbtars now agree that the first Latin translation
of the Gospels was made in North Africa during the last quarter of the 2nd century. Only about 50
manuscripts of this Old Latin version survivEhese manuscripts are divided into the African
Latin group and the European Latin group accordinthétype of text which they contain. In
382 A.D. Pope Damasus requested Jerome to undertake a revision of the Old Latin version.
Jerome complied with this request and thus prodticed.atin Vulgate, the official Bible of the
Roman Catholic Church. There are more th@d@extant manuscripts of the Vulgate. (13)

Of the Syriac versions the most important is the Peshitta, the historic Bible of the whole
Syrian Church, of which 350 manuscripts are ruant. The Peshitta was long regarded as one
of the most ancient New Testament versionfdaccorded a 2nd-century date. In more recent
times, however, Burkitt (1904) and other naturalistitics have assigned a 5th-century date to
the Peshitta. (14) But Burkitt's hypothesis is camt to the evidence, and today it is being
abandoned even by naturalistic scholars. (1B)ti#e sects into which the Syrian Church is
divided are loyal to the Peshitta. In order toagt for this it is necessary to believe that the
Peshitta was in existence long before the 5thurgnfor it was in the 5th century that these
divisions occurred.

The Philoxenian Syriac version was produdad508 A.D. for Philaxenus, bishop of
Mabbug, by his assistant Polycarp. In 616 this version was re-issued, or perhaps revised, by
Thomas of Harkel, who likewise was bishop Mfbbug. The Philoxenian-Harclean version
includes the five books which the Peshitta omitamely 2 Peter, and 3 John, Jude, and
Revelation. (16)

The so-called "Old Syriac" version ispresented by only two manuscripts, (17) the
Curetonian Syriac manuscript, named afterGMteton who published it in 1858, and the Sinaitic
Syriac manuscript, which was discovered by Mrs. Lewis in 1892 at the same monastery on Mount
Sinai in which Tischendorf had discovereddex Aleph almost fifty years before. These
manuscripts are called "Old Syriac" because treythought by critics to represent a Syriac text
which is older than the Peshitta. This theory, beer, rests on Burkitt's untenable hypothesis that
the Peshitta was produced in the 5th century by Rabbula, bishop of Edessa.

The Egyptian New Testament versions arfledathe Coptic versions because they are
written in Coptic, the latest form of the andi&ygyptian language. The Coptic New Testament is
extant in two dialects, the Sahidic version $buthern Egypt and the Bohairic version of
Northern Egypt. According to Metzger, theh®Hic version dates from the beginning of the 3rd
century. The oldest Sahidic manuscript has bemmously dated from the mid-4th to the 6th
century. The Bohairic version is regarded as somelabait than the Sahidic. It is extant in many
manuscripts, most of which are late. In the 1950's however, M. Bodmer acquired a papyrus
Bohairic manuscript containing most of the Gospel of John which was thought by its editor, R.
Kasser, to date from the mid-4th century. (18)

In addition to the Latin, Syriac, and Copticrsiens, there are a number of other versions
which are important for textual criticism. The Giathiersion was translated from the Greek in the



middle of the 4th century by Ulfilas, the renowned missionary to the Goths. Of this version six
manuscripts are still extant. Of the Armenianmsi@n, 1,244 manuscripts survive. This version
seems to have been made in the 5th century, but by whom is uncertain. Whether it was made from
the Greek or from a Syriac version is also a matter of debate among scholars. The Christians of
Georgia, a mountainous district between thacRland Caspian seas, also had a New Testament

in their own language, several copies of which are still extant. (19)

(e) The Quotations of the Church Fathers

The New Testament quotations found in the writings of the Church Fathers constitute yet
another source of information concerning the history of the New Testament text. Some of the
most important Fathers, for the purposes ofualxtriticism, are as follows: the three Western
Fathers, Irenaeus (c. 180), Tertullian (150-22Z0yprian (200-258); the Alexandrian Fathers,
Clement (c. 200)

Origen (182-251); the Fathers who lived in Actioand in Asia Minor, especially Chrysostom
(345-407). Another very important early Gitran writer was Tatian, who about 170 A.D.
composed a harmony of the Four Gospels called the Diatessaron. This had wide circulation in
Syria and has been preserved in two Arab@nuscripts and various other sources.

(f) Families of New Testament Documents

Since the 18th century the New Testamentudwments have been divided into families
according to the type of text which they contalhere are three of these families, namely, the
Westerrfamily, theAlexandrianfamily, and theTraditional (Byzantine) family.

The Westernfamily consists of those New Testament documents which contain that form of
text found in the writings of the Western Chur€hthers, especially Irenaeus, Tertullian, and
Cyprian. A number of Greek manuscripts contaiga téxt, of which the most important are D and
D2. Three other important witnesses to the \&festtext are the OIld Latin version, the
Diatessaron of Tatian, and the Curetonian and Sinaitic Syriac manuscripts.

The Alexandrianfamily consists of those New Testament documents which contain that
form of text which was used by Origen in some of his writings and also by other Church Fathers
who, like Origen, lived at Alexandria. This family includes Papyri 46, 47, 668,7BJeph, and
about 25 other Greek New Testament manuscripte Coptic versions also belong to the
Alexandrian family of New Testament documents. Westcott and Hort (1881) distinguished
between the text oB and the text of other Alerdrian documents. They called tBetext
Neutral thus indicating their belief that it was a remarkably pure text which had not been
contaminated by the errors of either the WesterAlexandrian texts. Many subsequent scholars,
however, have denied the validity of this distinction.

The Traditional (Byzantine) family includes allhbse New Testament documents which
contain the Traditional (Byzantine) text. Thaast majority of the Greek New Testament
manuscripts belong to this family, includirg(in the Gospels) an@/ (in Matthew and the last
two thirds of Luke). The Peshitta Syriac versiand the Gothic version also belong to the
Traditional family of New Testament documents. And the New Testament quotations of
Chrysostom and the other Fathers of Antioold &sia Minor seem generally to agree with the
Traditional text.



2. The Early History Of The Western Text

The Western text may actually have originated in the East, as Ropes (1926) (20) and other
noted scholars have believed, but if so it wasbably taken to Rome almost immediately and
adopted by the Christian community of that g@gt as its official text. Then from Rome the use
of the Western text spread to all parts of ¢halized world, the prestige of the Roman Church
securing for it a favorable reception everywhere. As Souter (1912) observed, "The universal
diffusion of the Western text can best be explaibhg the view that it circulated from Rome, the
capital and centre of all things." (21)

(a) Western Additions to the New Testament Text

The Western text is singularly long in many places, containing readings which are not found
in the Alexandrian or Traditional texts. Sometlod most interesting of these Western additions to
the New Testament text are as follows:

Matt. 3:15 To the account of Christ's baptism certain Old Latin manuscripts add,
and a great light shone around

Matt. 20:28 After the familiar wordg,he Son of Man came not to be ministered unto
but to minister and to give His life a ransom for manygrid certain Old
Latin manuscripts ad@®ut as for you, seek to increase from that which is
small, and from that which is greatr be come less. And when ye come
in and are invited to dine, do not sit at the best places; lest some one
more honorable than thou approach, and the host come and say to thee,
Move farther down, and thou be ashamed. But if thou sit down at the
lower place, and some one less than thou approach, the host also will
say to thee, Move farther up, and this shall be profitable for thee.

Luke 3:22 At Christ's baptism, according@oand certain Old Latin manuscripts,
the heavenly voice stateShou art My Son. This day have | begotten
Thee.

Luke 6:4 At the end of this verse D adds this apochrymaging of Jesu€n the

same day, seeing a certain man working on the sabbath, He said to him,
Man, if thou knowest what thou doest, thou art blessed, but if thou
knowest not, thou art cursed and art a transgressor of the law.

Luke 23:53 After the words,wherein never man before was laid,c5ahidic add,
And when He was laid there, heapkéd before the tomb a stone, which
twenty men could scarcely roll.

John 6:56 After Christ's solemn statemeiite that eateth My flesh and drinketh My
blood, dwelleth in Me and | in hin) and the Old Latin addaccording
as the Father is in Me and | in the Father. Verily, verily | say unto you,
except ye take the body of the Son of Man as the bread of life, ye have not
life in Him.



Acts 15:20 To the apostolic decree D Sahidic Ethiopic add thesels ( the Golden
Rule in negative form )And whatsoever they do not wish to be done to
themselves, not to do to others.

Acts 23:24 Here the Old Latin and the Vulgate give an interesting explanation why
Claudius Lysias sent Paul away by night to Felix the goveffar,he
feared lest the Jews should seize him and kill him and he meanwhile
should be accused of having taken a bribe.

These longer Western readings have found féefenders and are one of the many
indications that the Western New Testament text is a corrupt form of the divine original.

(b) The Westem Omissions

In the last portion of Luke there are eight readings whith Revised Standard Version
(R.S.V.) andThe New English BibléN.E.B.) remove from the text and consign to the footnotes.
These readings are usually calldtestern omissiondecause (with two exceptions) they are
omitted only by a few manuscripts of the Western group, nani2lycertain Old Latin
manuscripts, and one or two Old Syriac manuscripts. These Western omissions are as follows:

Luke 22:19-20 (the Lord's Supper) frowhich is given for youo is shed for you,
omittedby D and the Old Latin version.

Luke 24:3 (referring to Christ's bodyyf the Lord Jesusymitted byD andthe Old
Latin version

Luke 24:6 (the angelic announcemer is not here but is risepmitted byD, the
Old Latin version, the Old Syriac version (?), and certain manuscripts of
the

Armenian version.

Luke 24:12 (Peter's journey to the tomb) whole verse omittedDhyhe Old Latin
version, and the Old Syriac versi(.

Luke 24:36 (salutation of the risen Chriséind saith unto them, Peace be unto,you
omitted by D, the Old Latin version and the Old Syriac version (?).

Luke 24:40 (proofs of Christ's resurrectioApd when He had thus spoken, He
shewed them His hands and His feetjtted by D and the Old Latin and
Old Syriac versions.

Luke 24:51 (the ascension of Christdd was carried up into heaveomitted by
Aleph, D, the OId Latin version and the Sinaitic Syriac manuscript.

Luke 24:52 (recognition of Christ's deitworshipped Him, anamitted by D, the
Old Latin version and the Sinaitic Syriac manuscript.

The omission of these eight readings in the R.S.V. and the N.E.B. is certainly not a matter
that can be taken lightly, for it means, as far asehtwo modern versions can make it so, that all



reference to the atoning work of Christ has bekminated from Luke's account of the Lord's
Supper (Luke 22:19-20) and that the ascension of Christ into heaven (Luke 24:51) has been
entirely removed from the Gospels, Mark's accaifrihe ascension having already been rejected

by the critics. Certainly no believing Bible student can remain indifferent to this mutilation of the
Gospel record.

In their Greek New Testament text (188jestcott and Hort placed these Western
omissions in double brackets, thus indicating thpinion that these readings were interpolations
which had been added to the text of Lukeall the New Testament manuscripts exdepand
those few others mentioned above. But the fact that all eight of these readings have recently been
found to occur in Papyrus 75 is unfavorable teirtthypothesis that these readings are additions
to the text. For if this were so, it is hardsee how all these readings could have made their way
into so early a witness as Papyrus 75. Surely sointieem would have failed to do so and thus
would be absent from this papyrus. Hort's asswo objections of this sort was vague and
scarcely satisfactory. He believed that these readimgs added to the text at a very early date
just after the Neutral text "had parted compémom the earliest special ancestry of the Western
text," perhaps "at the actual divergence," (22) but where or by whom this was done he didn't say.

Thus Westcott and Hort believed that in Luke's account of the Lord's Supper, for example,
all the extant New Testament manuscripts arerior except D and a few Old Latin manuscripts.
According to these two scholars and also Kilpatrick (1946) (23) and Chadwick (1957), (24) the
reading,which is given for you: this do in remerabce of Me. Likewise the cup after supper,
saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed forsyam,interpolation
which some very early scribe borrowed fromuPa account of the Lord's Supper (1 Cor.
11.:24-25). The scribe's motive, these scholars claias, to make Luke agree with Matthew and
Mark in having the cup come after the breadisTihterpolation, these scholars believe, was so
extraordinarily successful that it is found todayall the extant New Testament manuscripts
exceptD and those few others.

The R.S.V. and the N.E.B. are certainly to be condemned for using such doubtful
speculations as a basis for their alterations eflthcan account of the Lord's Supper. For this
theory is rejected even by many libesmholars. As Kenyon and Legg (1937) and Williams
(1951) (25) have pointed out, no scribe would hiaieel to harmonize Luke's narrative with that
of Matthew and Mark by borrowing from 1 Cdk1:24-25. For this would make the supposed
contradiction worse. There would then beteups where before there had been only one.

The ascension of Christ into heaven is another important Western omission which the
R.S.V. and the N.E.B. have wrongly relegated to the footnotes. The aoddaas carried up
into heaverare found not in "some" documents ordmy” documents, as these two modernistic
versions misleadingly state in their footnotes, buglinthe New Testament documents except
those few mentioned above. Westcott and Holiebed that these words were not originally a
part of Luke's Gospel but were inserted by a scribe who thought that the ascension was implied
by the preceding wordsle was parted from thenAccording to Westcott and Hort, Luke did not
intend even to hint at the ascension in his @bt was saving his account of it for the first
chapter of Acts. (26) But, as Zahn (1909) pointed out, this theory is contradicted by the opening
verses of Acts, which make it clear that Lukeught that he had already given an account of the
ascension in the last chapter of his Gospel. (27)

It is much more reasonable to suppose Bitteeter (1924), (28) Williams 1951), (29) and
other scholars that the ascension into heaven watedrby some of the early Christians in order



to avoid a seeming conflict with the first chapté Acts. The account in Luke may have seemed

to them to imply that the ascension took place on the very day of the resurrection, and this would
seem to be out of harmony with the narrativeActs, which plainly states that the ascension
occurred forty days after the resurrection. In order to eliminate this difficulty they may have
omitted the reference to the ascension in Luk&24This drastic remedy, however, was in no
wise necessary. For, contrary to the opinion of Streeter and Williams, there is no real
contradiction between the Gospel of Luke auds in regard to the ascension of Christ. The
Gospel of Luke need not be regarded as fegcthat the resurrection and ascension of Christ
took place on the same day.

Because these eight omitted readings have bmemd to occur in Papyrus 75, critics are
now changing their minds about them. Kurt Aland (1966), for example, has restored these
Western omissions to the text of the NestlavNieestament. (30) Hence the R.S.V., the N.E.B.,
and the other modern versions which omit themaéneady out of date. And this rapid shifting of
opinion shows us how untrustworthy naturaliségtual criticism is. Chstians who rely upon it
for their knowledge of the New Testament text trébe pitied. Surely they are building their
house upon the sands.

(c) The Westem and Caesarean Texts in Egypt

The Western text circulated not only in the East and in Italy and North Africa but also in
Egypt. This was first proved in 1899 by P. M. Barnard in a study enfitiedBiblical Text of
Clement of Alexandria(31) Barnard analyzed Clement's quotations from the Four Gospels and
Acts and found them to be of a fundamentally Western character. Then in 1926 Papyrus 37, a
3rd-century fragment of Matthew, was shown by HSAnders to be Western in its text, (32) and
again in the following year Sanders showed the same thing to be true of Papyrus 38, a 3rd or
4th-century fragment of Acts. (33)

During the 1920's and 30's another type ofwvNEestament text was discovered to have
circulated in Egypt, namely, th@aesareartext. This text occurs in certain late manuscripts (e.qg.,
Thetal 13 28 565 700) in places in which these manuscripts do not agree with the Traditional
(Byzantine) text. In 1924 Streeter gave this/yediscovered text the name Caesarean because he
believed that Origen used this type of texCiaesarea after he had fled there from Alexandria in
231 A.D. (34) In 1928, however, Kirsopp Lake brought out the possibility that the Caesarean text
was an Egyptian text. According to Lake, wh@rigen first moved to Caesarea, he used the
Alexandrian text, not switching to the Caesaream watil later. This might mean that he found
the Alexandrian text in Caesarea and used it only temporarily until the Caesarean text could be
sent to him out of Egypt. (35) Then, finally, in 1933-37 F. G. Kenyon published the newly
discovered Chester Beatty Papyri. In Acts, Baailline Epistles and Revelation he found them to
possess an Alexandrian type of text, but in @espels, and especially in Mark, he discovered
them to be Caesarean. (36) This discovemryvided one more link in the chain binding the
Caesarean text to Egypt.

Thus these discoveries and these researchethimtidew Testament text of ancient Egypt
are unfavorable to the theory of Westcott andthimat the Alexandrian text, and especially the
text of B. represents the pure original New Testament text. For, as Kenyon pointed out, the
evidence shows that the Alexandrian text wasdontinant even in Egypt. Clement never used it,
and Origen used it only some of the time. (@®arly it is wrong to suppose that the Alexandrian
text enjoyed an official status that kept it pure.



3. The Early History Of The Alexandrian Text

Concerning the relationship of the Alexandrian New Testament text to the Western New
Testament text there has been a differencepifion dating back to the early days of New
Testament textual criticism. Some critics havieved that the Western text was the earlier and
that the Alexandrian text came into being as a refinement of this primitive Western text. Among
those who have thought this are Griesbach (1796), Hug (1808), Burkitt (1899), A. C. Clark
(1914), Sanders (1926), Lake (1928), Glad®4@), and Black (1954) . Other critics have
regarded the Alexandrian text as prior and hHawe&ed upon the Western Text as a corruption of
this purer Alexandrian text-form. Some of thegeo have held this view are Tischendorf (1868),
Westcott and Hort (1881), B. Weiss (1899), B®1926), Lagrange (1935), and Metzger (1964).

In the paragraphs that follow we shall bring fiogetvidence to show that neither of these positions
is correct.

(a) Early Alterations in the Alexandrian Text

At a very early date the Alexandrian text was altered in many places. The following are
some of these alterations occurring in B. whicasi¢ott and Hort (WH) regarded as the purest of
all extant manuscripts, and also in the CaeBeatty Papyri and the Bodrner Papyri.

Luke 10:41-42 One thing is needfulraditional Text, Pap 45 (dated 225 A.D.) Pap 75
(dated 200 A.D.).
Few things are needful, or one. B Aleptd & footnotes of R.V.,
A.S.V., R.S.V., N.E.B. This Alexandrian alteration makes Jesus talk
about food rather than spiritual realities.

Luke 12:31 Seek ye the kingdom of Gddaditional Text, Pap 45.
Seek ye the kingdofap 75.
Seek ye His kingdom. B AleMiH, R.V., A.S.V,, R.S.V., N.E.B.
A similar Alexandrian alteration is rda in Matt. 6:33, where B alters
the text still further intoBut seek ye first His righteousness and His
kingdom.

Luke 15:21 B Aleph DaddMake me as one of thy hired servawts.Hoskier
observes, (38) this tasteless Alexandrian addition (accepted by WH and
placed in the footnotes of modern versions) spoils the narrative. In the
true text the prodigal never pronounces the words which he had
formulated in vs. 19. As soon as he beholds his father's loving face, they
die on his lips. Thisddition is not found in Pap 75.

Luke 23:35 saying, He saved others, let him saimself, if this is the Christ, the
chosen of Godlraditional Textthey said to Him, Thou savedst others,
save thyself, if thou art the Son of God, if thou art Christ, the chosen.
D c aeth.
saying, He saved others, let him savagelf, if this is the Christ, the Son
of God, the choseRap 75.
saying, He saved others, let him savagglf, if he is the Son, the Christ
of God, the chosen. B.



We see here that the Traditional Text was altered by the Western text at a
very early date. Then this alte@tiwas adopted in part by Pap 75 and
then in still a different form b3.

Luke 23:45 And the sun was darkenddere Pap 75Aleph B C LCoptic, WH, R.V.,
A.S.V., R.S.V,, N.E.B., readhe sun having become eclipsétlis
rationalistic explanation of the supemma! darkness at the crucifixion is
ascribed to the Jews in the Acts of Pilate and to a heathen historian
Thallus by Julius Africanus, but, adlidis noted, it is impossible, because
at Passover time the moon was full. (39)

John 1:15 John bare witness of Him and cried, saying, This was He of whom |
spake, He that cometh after me @iaditional Text, Pap 66 (dated 200
A.D.), Pap 75John bare witness of Him and cried, saying (this was he
that said) He that cometh after me etdMBl & footnotes of R.V.,
A.S.V. This Alexandrian alteratiothis was he that saidnakes no
sense. It had already been stated that John was speaking.

John 8:39 If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.
Traditional Textlf ye are Abraham's children, do the works of Abraham
Pap 66B. WH, R.V., A.S.V., and footnotes of N.E.B.
If ye are Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abralfap 75
Aleph D.
Here we see that the Traditional Téxis the original reading. This was
altered at a very early date bypR@6, who was followed by B and, in
modern times, by WH, R.V., A.S.V., and N.E.B. (footnotes). Then, also
at a very early date, the scribe of Pap 75 combined the first two readings
in an ungrammatical way, and he was followedA\igphandD.

John 10:29 My Father, who gave them to Me, is greater thanTathditional Text,
Pap 66, Pap 75.
That which My Father hath given unto Me is greater than all. B Aleph
WH & footnotes of R.V., A.S.V., R.S.V., N.E.B.
This alteration is of great doctrinal importance, since it makes the
preservation of the saints depend on the Church rather than on God. So
Westcott expounds it, "The faithful, regarded in their unity, are stronger
than every opposing power." (40)

(b) The Alexandrian Text Influenced by the Sahidic (Coptic) Version

Coptic is the latest form of the languageaoicient Egypt. At first it was written in native
Egyptian characters, but after the beginning ofGhdstian era Greek capital letters were mainly
employed. At least a half a dozen different Coplielects were spoken in ancient Egypt, but the
most important of these were the Sahidic dialgmbken in southern Egypt and the Bohairic
dialect spoken in northern Egypt. At a very eatfte the Greek New Testament was translated
into Sahidic, and some of the distinctive readings of this Sahidic version are found in Papyrus 75,
thus supporting the contention of Hoskier (191l#Bt the Alexandrian text was "tremendously
influenced" by the Sahidic version. (41)



For example, in the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19) Papyrus 75 says that
the Rich Man's name wadeves The Sahidic version says that the Rich Man's nameNives/e
Why was the Rich Man given this name? Metzger (1964) says that it was because there was a
wide-spread tradition among the ancient catechistseo€optic Church that the name of the Rich
Man wasNineveha name which had become the symbol of dissolute riches. (42) Grobel (1964),
on the other hand, argues that this name wasatkfrom an old Egyptian folk-tale and that the
nameNinevein Sahidic mean®obody (43) But, however this may be, it is obvious that this
reading was taken early into the text of Papyrus 75 from the Sahidic version.

Another Sahidic reading that found its way ithe text of Papyrus 75 occurs in John 8:57.
Here the majority of the New Testament documents tdast thou seen AbrahanBut Papyrus
75, Aleph T. Sahidic, Sinaitic Syriac reddiath Abraham seen thee?

In John 10:7 Papyrus 75 agrees with the Sahidic version in readimgthe shepherd of the
sheepinstead of] am the door of the sheep.

In John 11:12 Papyrus 75 agrees with the Sahidic version against all the rest of the New
Testament documents. In the other documents the disciples say (referring to Lapadys) he
hath fallen asleep, he will be savd&thpyrus 75 and the Sahidic version, however, readill be
raised.

(c) Have True Readings Been Hiding for Centuries in the Papyri?

In John 7:52, according to the Traditionalxf,ethe chief priests and Pharisees say to
Nicodemus Search andook: for out of Galilee hath arisen no prophét the early 19th century
the rationalists Bretschneider and Baur insisted these Jewish rulers could not have said this
because they would have known that several ptspleeg., Elijah, Nahum, Hosea, Jonah, were
of Galilean origin. (44) More recently Bultmanh941) and others have suggested that the true
reading isthe Prophet referring to the great Prophet whose coming had been foretold by Moses
long ago (Deut. 18:18). (45) Still more recently this suggested redtimdg?rophet has been
found to occur in Papyrus 66 and is regardedJbRR. Michaels (1957) and others as "almost
certainly" correct. (46) For support appeal is made to Luke 7:39 \Bh&milarly addghe before
prophet But this appeal cuts both ways, for tidsreading is accepted only by WH and the
footnotes of R.V. and A.S.V. HenceBfis wrong in Luke 7:39, it is reasonable to suppose that
Papyrus 66 is wrong in John 7:52. And as Fee (16B65grves, (47) a correction appears in this
verse in Papyrus 66 which may indicate that even the scribe who wrote it may not, on second
thought, have approved of the noveliich he had introduced into the text. Certainly there is no
need to change the text to answer the critictf Bretschneider and Baur. We need only to
suppose that the Jewish rulers were so athgrtythey forgot their biblical history.

There is no compelling reason, therefore,doatude that in John 7:52 the true reading has
been hiding for centuries in Papyrus 66 and hasnostcome to light. And such a conclusion is
contrary to the doctrine of the special providential preservation of the Scriptures, since no one
knows where Papyrus 66 comes from. As its nan@@iés, this manuscript is the property of the
Bodmer Library in Geneva, Switzerland. Accogl to Kurt Aland (1957), it is part of a
collection of more than fifty papyrus documents which was purchased in 1954 by the Bodmer
Library from E. N. Adler of London. (48) And this information Mile. O. Bongard, secretary of
the Bodmer Library, adds little. "We can only tell you," she writes (1957), "that it was purchased
at Geneva by M. Bodmer. The numerous intermediaries are themselves ignorant of the exact
source. And so we ourselves have given up looking for it." (49)



The Chester Beatty Papyri, which are housethe Beatty Museum in Dublin, are in no
better position. According to the information wiiBrof. Carl Schmidt obtained from the dealer,
they were found in a pot on the east bank of the dbuth of Cairo. (50) Aland (1963) believes
that there may be a connection between the Chester Beatty Papyri and the Bodmer Papyri.
According to Aland, "the Bodmer Papyri seenhfive been found in one place and to have come
from an important Christian educational centenjch was very old and which flourished for a
long time." (51) Aland thinks it possible that t6bester Beatty Papyri also came from this same
place. The reason for supposing this lies in the fact that a fragment of Bodmer Papyrus 66 (from
chapter 19 of John) has been found among the Chester Beatty Papyri in Dublin. (52)

But however all this may be, it is evidethitat as Bible-believing Christians we cannot
consistently maintain that there are true regsliof the New Testament text which have been
hiding in papyri for ages, enclosed in pots, vimgtfor the light of day, and just now discovered.
If we thought this, our faith would be always wexg. We could never be sure that a dealer
would not soon appear with something newnfreomewhere. Thank God that He has not
preserved the New Testament text in this secrgthud publicly in the usage of His Church and
in the Traditional Text and the TextReceptus which reflect this usage.

(d) Christ's Agony and Bloody Sweat

Luke 22:43-44 "And there appeared agel unto Him from heaven strengthening Him.
And being in agony He prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it
were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”

The evidence for these precious verses mapriefly summed up as follows: They are
found in the vast majority of the New Testament manuscripts, inclwdegh, D,andL. They
are also found in the Old Latin versions andlie Curetonian Syriac. By occur also in the
Peshitta and Palestinian Syriac versions and itaicemanuscripts of the Armenian and Coptic
versions.

The evidence against Luke 22:43-44 is as follows: These verses are omitted by Papyrus 75
B. A, N. R, T. Wand a group of later manuscripts calfemily 13, which contain the Caesarean
text. They are also omitted by one Old Latin manuscript, the Sinaitic Syriac, and Harclean Syriac
margin, and the Coptic and Armenian versions.

On the strength of this negative evidencest¢ott and Hort decided that the account of
Christ's agony and bloody sweat was not part of the original Gospel of Luke but a bit of oral
tradition which was inserted into the sacred tewhere in the western part of the Roman
empire. "These verses," they concluded, "andfiteesentence of 23:34 (Christ's prayer for His
murderers) may safely be called the most precious among the remains of this evangelic tradition
which were rescued from oblivion byetlscribes of the second century." (53)

In arguing for this theory, however, Westcott &aft ran into an insoluble difficulty. They
insisted that this alleged interpolation was stidctive feature of the Western text. The early
Fathers who cited this reading, they mairgdinwere all Westerners. "The early patristic
evidence on its behalf is purely Western." (54) But if this had been so, how did these verses find
acceptance in the 4th century among Eastern Fasioeh as Epiphanius, Didymus, Eusebius, and
Gregory Nazianzus? For then the Arian contreyewas at its height and orthodox Christians
were on their guard against anything which detracted from Christ's deity. The account of the



Saviour's bloody sweat and of the ministering asgems, at first sight, to do this, and therefore

it would never have been accepted as Scripture tpgehtury Christians if it had come to them

as something new and not previously a part of their Bible. According to Epiphanius, precisely the
opposite development had taken place. Arius U these verses to support his low view of
Christ, and for this reason some of the ortho@bxistians had removed them from their Gospel
manuscripts. (55)

In more recent years the genuineness of Luke's account of Christ's agony and bloody sweat
has been defended by such well known schadarsStreeter (1924), (56) Goguel, Williams
(1951), (57) and especially Harnack (1931). (88)nack defended the Lucan authorship of these
verses on linguistic grounds. "In the first place," he wrote, "this short passage bears the stamp of
the Lucan viewpoint and speech so distinctly thestin the highest degree mistaken to explain it
as an interpolation.” Harnack gives two @as why this passage was offensive to orthodox
Christians of the 2nd century and therefore might have been omitted by some of them. "In the
first place, it was offensive that an angel s¢thened the Lord—especially offensive in the
earliest period, when, beginning with the epistto the Colossians and the Hebrews, it was
necessary to fight for the superiority of Jesus t¢werangels. In the second place, the agony with
its bloody consequences was also offensivEhe more one emphasized against the Jews and
heathen that the Lord endured suffering of élis free will (see Barnabas and Justin), so much
the more strange must this fearful soul-struggle have appeared.”

The fact that Luke 22:43-44 does not occuPapyrus 75 indicates that Harnack was right
in supposing that it was during the 2nd centust these verses began to be omitted from certain
of the New Testament manuscripts. It is netessary to suppose, however, that this practice
originated among orthodox Christians. It may be thatdocetists were the first ones to take the
decisive step of omitting these verses. These heretics would be anxious to eliminate the account
of Christ's agony and bloody sweat, since this passage refuted their contention that Christ's
human nature was merely an appearance (phgnand was one of the biblical texts which
Irenaeus (c. 180) (59) and other orthodox writeese urging against them. The easiest way for
the docetists to meet this orthodox appeal tipsoe was to reject Luke 22:43-44 altogether.
And when once this omission was made, it wdaddaccepted by some of the orthodox Christians
who for various reasons found these versed twareconcile with Christ's deity.

(e) Christ's Prayer His Murderers
Luke 23:34a "Then said Jesus, Father forgive them, for they know not what they do."

This disputed reading is found in the vasajority of the New Testament manuscripts,
including Aleph, A, C, L, Nand also in certain manuscripts of the OIld Latin version, in the
Curetonian Syriac manuscript and in the Peshittaclelan, and Philoxenian versions. It is also
cited or referred to by many of the Church Fathers, including the following: in the 2nd century,
Tatian (60) Irenaeus; (61) in the 3rd centuryigém; in the 4th century, Basil, Eusebius, and
others. The reading is omitted, on the other hand, by the following withesses: PapBu®y5,

W. Theta,38, 435, certain manuscripts of the Old Latin version, the Sinaitic manuscript of the
Old Syriac version, and the Coptic versions (with exception of certain manuscripts). Cyril of
Alexandria is also listed as omitting the reading, batHort admitted, this is only an inference.

Not many orthodox Christians have agreed witbstcott and Hort in their rejection of this
familiar reading which has become hallowedrbgny centuries of tender association. But these
critics were nevertheless positive that this petitionilasdrto Christ was not part of the original



New Testament text but was interpolated itlte Western manuscripts early in the 2nd century.
This prayer of our Saviour for His murderers, they insisted, like the agony and bloody sweat, was
"a fragment from the traditions, written or oral, ialhwere, for a while at least, locally current
beside the canonical Gospels, and which doubtless included matter of every degree of
authenticity and intrinsic value.... Few verses tbé Gospels,” they continued, "bear in
themselves a surer witness to thaftrof what they record thahis first of the Words from the
Cross: but it need not therefore have belongégiraly to the book in which it is now included.

We cannot doubt that it comes from an extraneous source." (62)

Westcott and Hort's theory, however, is a most improbable one. This prayer of Christ would
be interpreted as referring to the Jews and, ihiegpreted, would not be something likely to
have been added to the Gospel narrative bycamiury Christian scribes. For by that time the
relationship between Jews and Ghieins had hardened into ookpermanent hostility, and the
average Christian would not have welcomed tloeight that the Jews ought to be forgiven or that
the Saviour had so prayed. Certainly the gdnienae of the 2nd-century Christian writers is
markedly anti-Jewishlhe Epistle of Barnabasyritten about 130 A.D. reveals this emphasis. "In
no other writing of that early time," Harnack talls, "is the separation of the Gentile Christians
from the patriotic Jews so clearly brought outeT@ld Testament, he (Barnabas) maintains,
belongs only to the Christians. Circumcisiand the whole Old Testament sacrificial and
ceremonial institution are the devil's work." (63)

For these reasons Harnack (1931) was inclitmedccept Luke 23:34a as genuine and to
believe that this prayer of Christ for His rmderers was omitted from some of the manuscripts
because of the offense which it occasioned mangnests of the early Christian Church. "The
words," he observed, "offered a strong offefseancient Christendom as soon as they were
related to the Jews generally. Indeed the cdimecviewed accurately, shows that they apply
only to the soldiers; but this is not said directiyd so, according to the far-sighted methods of
the exegesis of those days, these words wertedela the enemies of Jesus, the Jews generally.
But then they conflicted not only with Luke 23:B8t also with the anti-Judaism of the ancient
Church generally.... The verse ought in no case to be stricken out of the text of Luke; at the very
most it musbe left a question mark." (64)

Streeter also and Rendel Harris (65) were friendly to the supposition that Christ's prayer for
His murderers was purposely deleted from Luk@&sspel by some of the scribes due to
anti-Jewish feeling. But again it is not necesgarynagine that orthodox Christian scribes were
the first to make this omission. It may beathMarcion was ultimately responsible for this
mutilation of the sacred text. For, as Williams observes, "Marcion was anti-Jewish in all his
sentiments.” (66) It is true that, according tahdek's analysis, Marcion still included this prayer
of Christ in his edition of Luke's Gospel (probably relating it to the Roman soldiers), (67) but
some of his followers may have referred it to Jesvs and thus come to feel that it ought to be
deleted from the Gospel record.

(f) The Only Begotten Son Versus Only Begotten God

John 1:18 "No man hath seen God at any ttheepnly begotten Sowhich is in
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him."

This verse exhibits the following four-fold variation:
(2) the only begotten Somraditional Text, Latin versions, Curetonian
Syriac.



(2) only begotten GodRap 66 Aleph B C LWH.
(3) the only begotten Go&ap 75.
(4) (the) only begotterread by one Latin manuscript.

The first reading is the genuine one. The other three are plainly heretical. Burgon (1896)
long ago traced these corruptions of the sacred text to their source, namely Valentinus. (68)
Burgon pointed out that the first time John 1:18 is quoted by any of the ancients a reference is
made to the doctrines of Valentinus.i§quotation is found in a fragment entitlEdcerpts from
Theodotuswhich dates from the 2nd century. R. P. Casey (1934) translates it as follows:

The verse, "in the beginning was the Logos and the Logos was with
God and the Logos was God," the Vdietans understand thus, for they say
that "the beginning" is the "Only Begatteand that he is also called God,
as also in the verses which immediately follow it explains that he is God, for
it says, "TheOnly-Begotten Goavho is in the bosom of the Father, he has
declared him." (69)

This passage is very obscure, but at leastdteiar that the reading favored by Valentinus
was precisely that now found in Papyitts the only begotten Godhat could be more probable
than Dean Burgon's suggestion that Valami fabricated this reading by changitige only
begotten Soto the only begotten God?is motive for doing so would be his apparent desire to
distinguish between th8onand theWord (Logos). According to the Traditional reading, the
Word mentioned in John 1:14 is identified witle only begotten Sanentioned in John 1:18. Is
it not likely that Valentinus, denying such iderition, sought to reinforce his denial by the
easy method of alterin§onto God (a change of only one letter {Breek) and using this word
Godin an inferior sense to refer to théord rather than th&on?This procedure would enable
him to deny that in John 1:14 thWgord is identified with theSon.He could argue that in both
these verses the reference is toWerd and that therefore th&/ordand theSonare two distinct
Beings.

Thus we see that it is unwise in present-dapdlators to base the texts of their modern
versions on recent papyrus discoveries oBoand Aleph. For all these documents come from
Egypt, and Egypt during the early Christian ceietiwas a land in which heresies were rampant.
So much was this so that, as Bauer (1934) &nd)van Unnik (1958) (71have pointed out, later
Egyptian Christians seem to have been ashamtrkdieretical past of their country and to have
drawn a veil of silence across it. This seems to be why so little is known of the history of early
Egyptian Christianity. In view, therefore, of theretical character of the early Egyptian Church,
it is not surprising that the papyB,. Aleph,and other manuscripts which hail from Egypt are
liberally sprinkled with heretical readings.

(g) Son of God Versus Holy One of God

John 6:68-69 "Then Simon Peter answelch, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou
hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God."

This verse exhibits the following four-fold variation:

1) the Christ, the Son of the living God,
Traditional Text, Peshitta Syriac, Harclean Syriac, Old Latin (some
mss.).



(2) the Holy One of GodRapyrusr5, Aleph B C
D L W.Sahidic, WH, R.V., AS.V.,, R.S.V,, N.E.B.

3) the Christ, the Holy One of Godapyrus
66, Sahidic (some mss) Bohairic.

(4) the Christ, the Son of God, Theta, 1 %5, Old Latin, Vulgate,
Sinaitic Syriac.

According to the critics, reading (#)e Holy One of Godras the original reading. This was
changed to reading (nd then to reading (4nd then finally to reading (1). By these easy
stages, the critics maintain, John 6:69 was harmonized to Matt. 16:16, which reads, "And Simon
Peter answered and salidou art the Christ, the Son of the living God."

But internal evidence forbids us to adopt thigical conclusion. For if as Bible-believing
Christians we regard Matt.16:16 and John 6:69 asalgtspoken by Peter, then it is difficult to
explain why on two similar occasions he would make entirely different affirmations of his
faith in Jesus, in one place confessing HimhasChrist, the Son of Gaahd in the other athe
Holy One of GodFor in the other Gospels only the demons address Jeshe &koly One of
God.(Mark 1:24; Luke 4:34). And even if we should adopt aoghernistic approach to John 6:69
and regard it as put in the mouth of Peter byGbspel writer, still it would be difficult to receive
Holy One of Godas the true reading. For in John 20:31 the evangelist states that his purpose in
writing his Gospel is that his readers may belithat Jesus is the Christ, the Son of G8dch
being his intention, he surely wauhot have made Peter confess Jesubeasioly One of God
rather than athe Christ the Son of the living God.

The external evidence also isadgst the critical hypothesis thite Holy One of Gods the
original reading of John 6:69. For some of ttecuments which favor i reading have quite
evidently gone astray in John 1:34. Here insteatti®fSon of Go@which is the reading of most
of the New Testament documents) PapyrudlBph77 218, Old Latin (some mss), Curetonian
Syriac readhe Chosen One of Godlhis reading is accepted by N.E.B. and placed in the margin
by WH, but most critics reject it as false. AndOhosen One of God & false reading in John
1:34, then it is surelyeasonable to conclude thébly One of God ia false reading in John 6:69.
Both readings are used sigbstitutes for the readir§on of Godand both seem to be supported
by the same class of documents. The Gnostynpaliscovered in 1945 at Nag-Hammadi in
Egypt seem to indicate that these 2ndtggnheretics regarded the te®on of Godas a mystic
name which should not be pronounced except byniliated, and so it may have been they who
introduced these substitut€sosen One of GaahdHoly One of Godnto the text of John. (72)

(h) Other Heretical Readings in the Alexandrian Text
Other examples of heretical readings inAttexandrian New Testament text are as follows:

(1) In Mark 1:1 the Traditional Text reads wBhand most other manuscripie beginning
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Aleph, T2&t&nd several other documents
omit the Son of Godlhis seems to be the work of heretics unfriendly to Christ's deity.

(2) In Luke 23:42, according to the Traditibrieext and the Old Latin and the Sinaitic
Syriac, the prayer of the dying thief wdsyrd, remember me when Thou comest in Thy
kingdom But according to the Alexandrian text (represented by Papyrudéiih B C Land

the Sahidic), the thief saidesus, remember me when Thou comest in Thy kinddodern

critics insist that this latter reading is the original one, but is this at all a reasonable



hypothesis? The dying thief recognizes Jesus améssianic King; he is praying to Him for
pardon and mercy. Would it be at all natuia the thief to address his new found King
rudely and familiarly adesus?Surely not. Surely he must have commenced his dying prayer
with the vocativelord! In the Alexandrian text this prayéias been tampered with by the
docetists, who believed that the digi"Christ” returned to heavust before the crucifixion,
leaving only the human Jesus to suffer and ldi@ccordance with this belief they made the
thief address the Saviour notlasrd but asJesus.

(3) In John 3:13 the Traditional Text readshvthe Old Latin and the Sinaitic Syriddp man

hath ascended up to heaven but He that cdoven from heaven, even the Son of Man who is
in heavenBut the Alexandrian text (represented by Papyri 66 andigph Betc.) omits the
clausewho is in heavenThis mutilation of the sacred text ought also, no doubt, to be charged
to heretics hostile to the deity of Christ.

(4) In John 9:35, according to the Traditionakifand the Old Latin version, Jesus asks the
blind man, Dost thou believe on the Son of GoB@at according to the Western and
Alexandrian texts (represented by Papyri 66 andAléph B D,the Sinaitic Syriac), Jesus'
question is,Dost thou believe othe Son of Man?Tischendorf and von Soden reject this
Western-Alexandrian reading. Very probablyépresents an attempt on the part of heretics
to lower Christ's claim to deity.

(5) John 9:38-3And he said, Lord, | believe. And he worshipped Him. And Jesus said . . .
These words are omitted by Papyrus Ateph W.OId Latin manuscriptd 1, and the
4th-century Coptic manuscript Q. This cesgion of the blind man can scarcely have been
left out accidentally. Its absence from theseutloents goes far toward proving that this
passage was tampered with in ancient times by heretics.

(6) In John 19:5 Papyrus 66 omits the following famous sentémmkhe saith unto them,
Behold the ManFour Old Latin manuscripts and the Coptic manuscript Q also omit this
reading. This omission seems to be a mutilation of the sacred text at the hands of heretics,
probably Gnostics. They seem to have dislikeel idea that Christ, whom they regarded as
exclusively a heavenly Being, actually became a man and was crucified.

(7) In Rom. 14:10 the Traditional Text speaks of jtrdgment seat of Christnplying that
Christ is that Jehovah spoken of in Igb:23, to whom every knee shall bow. This
Traditional reading is also found in Polycafgrtullian, and Marcion. But the Western and
Alexandrian texts (represented Bieph BD2 etc.) take away this testimony to Christ's deity
by substitutingudgment seat of Gdidr judgment seat of Chrislt is difficult to believe that
this substitution was not also made by heretics.

(8) In 1 Tim. 3:16 the Traditional Text readSod was manifest in the flestith A
(according to Scrivener), C (according to theri@st supernaturally accurate” (73) Hoskier),
(Ignatius), (Barnabas), (Hippolytus), Didymus, Gregory of Nyssa, and Chrysostom. The
Alexandrian text (represensed Beph) reads,who was manifesin the flesh,and the
Western text (represented by D2 and the Latin versions) reduilsh was manifest ithe

flesh. Undoubtedly the Traditional readin@od was manifest irthe flesh,was the original
reading. This was altered by the Gnostics into the Westem readiigly was manifesh the
flesh,in order to emphasize their favorite idea of mystery. Then this Western reading was
later changed into the meaningless Alexandrian readihg,was manifest in the flesh.



Since Westcott and Hort, critics have adoptesl Ahexandrian reading and have translated
the wordwho asHe whoinsisting that Paul is here quoting a fragment of an early Christian
hymn. But what could Paul have meant by this quotation? Did he mean that the mystery of
godliness was the fact that Christ was manifieshe flesh? If he did why then did he not
make his meaning plain by substituting the w@itarist for the wordHe who,making the
quotation readChrist was manifest in the flesh, et he mean that Christ was the
mystery of godliness? Why then did he not place the W@mdst in apposition to the word

who, making the quotation read;hrist, He who was manifest in the flesh, etBiR,
according to the critics, Paul did neither o#gh two things. Instead he quoted an incomplete
sentence, a subject without a predicate, and left it dangling. The makers of the R.S.V. adopt
the Alexandrian reading and translateHg was manifested in the flesh, etmd then place
under it a note, Greekyho.But if the Greek isvhohow can the English bide? This is not
translation but the creation of an entirelywneeading. The change, therefore, that the
translators felt compelled to make fromho to He comes as a belated admission that the
reading,who was manifest in the flestennot be interpreted satisfactorily. And ought not
unprejudiced students of the problem to regardatiproof that Paul never wrote the verse in
this form but rather as it stands in the Traditional T€éxtjwas manifest in the flesh?

Two other erroneous Alexandrian réagb should also be mentioned:

In Mark 9:29, Acts 10:30 and 1 Cor.7A&leph Band their allies omitfasting. These
omissions are probably due to the influence of Clement of Alexandria and other Gnostics, who
interpretedastingin a spiritual sense and were opposed to literal fasting (Strom. 6:12, 7:12).

In 1 Cor.11:24Aleph Band their allies readlhis is My body which is for yoomitting
broken,either for Gnostic reasons or to avoiduposed contradiction with John 19:33ff. Many
denominations have adopted this mutilated ir@ath their communion liturgies, but it makes no
sense. Even Moffatt and the R.S.V. editors recrrhithis fact and so retained the traditional
reading,broken for you.



CHAPTER SIX

DEAN BURGON AND THE TRADITIONAL
NEW TESTAMENT TEXT

Since 1881 many, perhaps most, orthodox Christian scholars have agreed with Westcott and
Hort that textual criticism is a strictly neutral sece that must be applied in the same way to any
document whatever, including the Bible. Yeeth have been some orthodox theologians who
have dissented from this neutral point of viegdne of them was Abraham Kuyper (1894), who
pointed out that the publication of the Textus Receptus was "no accident,” affirming that the
Textus Receptus, "as a foundation from which tgifberitical operations, can, in a certain sense,
even deserve preference." (1) Another was FsaR@per (1924), who emphasized the fact that
"in the Bible which is in our hands we have the wofdchrist which is to be taught by and in the
Church until the last day." (2)

It was John W. Burgon (1813-1888), however, who most effectively combated the
neutralism of naturalistic Bible study. This fam@afiolar spent most of his adult life at Oxford,
as Fellow of Oriel College and then as vicar of St. Mary's (the University Church) and Gresham
Professor of Divinity. During his last twelve yedis was Dean of Chichester. In theology he was
a high-church Anglican but opposed to the ritualism into which even in his day the high church
movement had begun to decline. Throughout his career he was steadfast in his defense of the
Scriptures as the infallible Word of God and strovith all his power to arrest the modernistic
currents which during his lifetime had begun to flathin the Church of England. Because of
his learned defense of the Traditional New Testanextthe has been held up to ridicule in most
of the handbooks on New Testament textual criticlsathis arguments have never been refuted.

Although he lived one hundred years ag@ab Burgon has the message which we need
today in our new Space Age. Since his books have now become difficult to acquire, they should
all be reprinted and made avéila to new generations of beliag Bible students. His published
works on textual criticism includdhe Last Twelv¥ersesof Mark (187), The Revision Revised
(1883), andThe Traditional Text of the Holy Gospelad The Causes of the Corruption of the
Traditional Texttwo volumes which were published in 1896 after Burgon's death.

In his Revision Revised Burgon gives us his reconstruction of the history of the New
Testament text in the vivid style that was habitual to him. "Vanquish&HBWORDIncarnate,
Satan next directed his subtle malice agaihstWord written. Hencegs | think,—hencethe
extraordinary fate which befell certain early transcripts of the Gospel. First, heretical assailants of
Christianity, —then, orthodox defenders of theuth,—lastly and above all, self constituted
Critics . . . such were the corrupting influenedsich were actively at work throughout the first
hundred years after the death of S. John tlwnBi Profane literature has never known anything
approaching to it—can show nothing at all likeSatan's arts were defeated indeed through the
Church's faithfulness, because, — (the good Progiel®f God has so willed it,) —the perpetual
multiplication in every quarter of copies requifed Ecclesiastical use—not to say the solicitude
of faithful men in diverse regions of ancientrS8kendom to retain for themselves unadulterated
specimens of the inspired Text,—proved a sidfit safeguard against the grosser forms of
corruption. But this was not all.



"The Church, remember, hath been from theginning the 'Witness and Keeper of Holy
Writ.' Did not her Divine Author pour out upon herlargest measure, 'the SPIRIT of truth," and
pledge Himself that it should be that SPIRIT'S special functiéguide' her children ‘into all the
Truth' ? ....That, by a perpetual miracle, Sacred Manuscripts would be protected all down the
ages against depraving influences of whatever-savas not to have been expected; certainly,
was never promised. But the Church, in hdtective capacity, hath nevertheless — as a matter
of fact — been perpetually purging herself tabse shamefully depraved copies which once
everywhere abounded within hergiaretaining only such an amount of discrepancy in her Text
as might serve to remind her children that thayycteir 'treasure iearthen vessels,'—as well as
to stimulate them to perpetual watchfulnessl solicitude for the purity and integrity of the
Deposit. Never, however, up to the present hour, tiie been any complete eradication of all
traces of the attempted mischief,—any absoluténgerid of every depraved copy extant. These
are found to have lingered on anciently in many quarteriewAsuch copies linger on to the
present dayThe wounds were healed, but the scars remained, — nay, the scars are discernible
still.

"What, in the meantime, is to be thoughtluodse blind guides —those deluded ones — who
would now, if they could, persuade us to go btckhose same codices of which the Church hath
already purged herself?" (3)

Burgon's reconstruction of the history of the New Testament text is not only vividly
expressed but eminently biblical and therefore true. For tirtledNew Testament text came from
God, whence came thalsetexts ultimately save from the evil one? And how could the true text
have been preserved save through the praeelef God working through His Church?

No doubt most Bible-believing Christians, fming high-church Anglicans, will place less
emphasis than Burgon did on the organized Church. Certainly they will not agree with him that
the Church must be governed by bishops or that it was through the bishops mainly that the New
Testament text was preserved. For this would be confusing the Old Testament dispensation with
the New Testament dispensation. During Bkl Testament dispensation the Church was
governed by a divinely appointed priesthood, and it was through that priesthood that the Old
Testament Scriptures were preserved. Now, évar, in the New Testament dispensation all
believers are priests before God, and each contipagaf believers has the right to elect its own
pastors, elders, and deacons. Hence the Nestament Scriptures were preserved in the New
Testament way through the universal priesthood of believers, that is to say, through the
God-guided usage of the common people,rink and file of the true believers.

But these defects in Burgon's presentation doima@ny essential way affect the eternal
validity of his views concerning the New Testam#xt. They are eternally valid because they
are consistently Christian. In this present chapter, therefore, we will follow Burgon in his defense
of the Traditional Text in five passages in which it is commonly thought to be altogether
indefensible. If in these five instances the Traditiofext wins a favorable verdict, its general
trustworthiness may well be regarded as established.

1. Christ's Reply To The Rich Young Man (Matt. 19:16-17)

As Tregelles (1854) observed long ago, (4) we have in Matt. 19:16-17 a test passage in
which the relative merits of the Traditional Text the one side and the Western and Alexandrian
texts on the other can be evaluated. Here, anaptd the Traditional Text. Matthew agrees with



Mark and Luke in stating that Jesanswered the rich man's questidfhat good thing shall | do
that | may have eternal lifeyith the counter-questioWyhy callest thou Me goo@&ut according

to Western and Alexandrian texts, Matthew disag here with Mark and Luke, affirming that
Jesus' counter-question walghy askest thou Me concerning the gdbi this latter reading that

is found inAleph B Dand eight other Greek manuscripts, in the Old Latin and Old Syriac
versions and in Origen, Eusebius, and Augustine.

The earliest extant evidence, howevfavors the Traditional readinghy callest thou Me
good.lt is found in the following 2nd-century Fathers: Justin Martyr (c. 18@)answered to
one who addressed Him as Good Master, Why callest thou Me ¢@pldenaeus (c. 180And
to the person who said to Him Good Master, He confessed that God who is truly good, saying,
Why callest thou Me good8) Hippolytus (c. 200)Why callest thou Me good? One is good, My
Father who is in heavern(7) Modern critics attempt to evadhis ancient evidence for the
Traditional readingWhy callest thou Me goodby claiming that these early Fathers took this
reading from Mark and Luke and not from Matth@&ut this is a very unnatural supposition. It is
very improbable that all three of these 2nd-centeathers were quoting from Mark and Luke
rather than from Matthew, for Matthew was the dteant Gospel and therefore much more likely
to be quoted from than the other two.

The internal evidence also cleafgvors the Traditional readingyhy callest thou Me good.
The Western and Alexandrian readiighy askest thou Me concerning the gdwk a curiously
unbiblical ring. It does not savor of God but of men. It smacks of the philosophy or
pseudo-philosophy which was common among Hedenized gentiles but was probably little
known in the strictly Jewish circles in whitihese words are represented as having been spoken.
In short, the Western and Alexandrian readiftpy askest thou Me concerning the goedjinds
us strongly of the interminable discussions of the philosophers concernisgntimeum bonum
(the highest good). How could Jesus have reproved the young man for inviting Him to such a
discussion, when it was clear that the youth had in no wise done this but had come to Him
concerning an entirely different matter, namely, the obtaining of eternal life?

Modern critics agree that the Western and Alexandrian reallifity, askest thou Me
concerning the goodjoes not fit the context and is not what Jesus really said. What Jesus really
said, critics admit, wad\/hy callest thou Me goothe reading recorded in Mark. Matthew altered
this reading, critics believe, to avoid theological difficulties. W. C. Allen (1907), for example,
conjectures, "Matthew's changes are probably irdeatito avoid the rejection by Christ of the
title 'good', and the apparenttitiction made between Himself and God." (8) B. C. Butler (1951),
however, has punctured this critical theory vitik following well placed objection. "If Matthew
had wanted to change the Marcan versionctwdd have found an easier way of doing so (by
simple omission of our Lord's comment on the mambde of speech).” (9) This remark is very
true, and to it we may add that if Matthew had found difficulty with this word of Jesus it would
hardly have occurred to him to seek to solve ginoblem by bringing in considerations taken
from Greek philosophy.

Rendel Harris (1891) had this comment to make on the readihg, askest thou Me
concerning the good. "Aext of which we should certainly say a priori that it was a Gnostic
depravation. Most assuredly this is a Western reading, for it is givénhayp c e ff g hBut it
will be said that we have also to deal wikleph B Land certain versions. Well, according to
Westcott and HortAleph and B were both written in the West, probably at Rome. Did Roman
texts never influence one another?" (10) The unbiagetent will agree with Harris' diagnosis of
the case. It is surely very likely that this rey redolent as it is of Greek wisdom, originated



among Gnostic heretics of a pseudo-philosophic sort. The 2nd-century Gnostic teacher
Valentinus and his disciples Heracleon andlidthaeus are known to have philosophized much

on Matt. 19:17, (11) and it could easily have beea of these three who made this alteration in
the sacred text. Whoever it was, he no doubt dewisisdeading in order to give the passage a
more philosophical appearance. Evidently he attemiotedodel the conversation of Jesus with

the rich young man into a Socratic dialogue. Téa that this change made Matthew disagree
with Mark and Luke did not bother him much rfdeing a heretic, he was not particularly
interested in the harmony of the Gospels with each other.

Orthodox Christians, we may well believe, woatthrcely have made so drastic a change in
the text of Matthew, but when once this new megchad been invented by heretics, they would
accept it very readily, for theologically it would logite agreeable to them. Christ's question,
Why callest thou Me gootiad troubled them, for it seemed to imply that He was not perfectly
good. (Not that it actually does imply this wheghtly interpreted, but it seemed to.) What a
relief to reject this reading and receive in its place the easieneaskest thou Me concerning
the goodIlt is no wonder, therefore, that this faleading had a wide circulation among orthodox
Christians of the 3rd century and later. But the true reatlny, callest thou Me goodpntinued
to be read and copied. It is found today in Sahidic version, in the Peshitta, and in the vast
majority of the Greek manuscripts, including W. which is probably the third oldest uncial
manuscript of the New Testament in existence.

Thus when the Traditional Text stands trial in a test passage such as Matt. 19 17, it not only
clears itself of the charge of being spurious but even secures the conviction of its Western and
Alexandrian rivals. The reading found in these latter two téXtsy askest thou Me concerning
the good, isseen to possess all the earmarks of a "Gnostic depravation." The R.V., A.S.V.,
R.S.V., N.E.B. and other modern versions, thmefare to be censured for serving up to their
readers this stale crumb of Greek philosophy in place of the bread of life.

In his comment on this passage Origen gwes specimen of the New Testament textual
criticism which was carried on at Alexandria ab2@6 A.D. Origen reasons that Jesus could not
have concluded his list of God's commandteenth the comprehensive requiremertipu shalt
love thy neighbor as thyseFor the reply of the young man wadl| these things have | kept from
my youth upand Jesus evidently accepted this statement as true. But if the young man had loved
his neighbor as himself, he would have been perfect, for Paul says that the whole law is summed
up in this sayingThou shalt love thy neighbor as thysé@ft Jesus answeretf, thou wilt be
perfect, etc.ijmplying that the young man was not yet perfect. Therefore, Origen argued, the
commandmentThou shalt love thy neighbor as thysetiuld not have been spoken by Jesus on
this occasion and was not part of the originat t&f Matthew. This clause, he believed, was
added by some tasteless scribe. (12)

Thus it is clear that this renowned Father wascontent to abide by the text which he had
received but freely engaged in the boldest soanfjectural emendation. And there were other
critics at Alexandria even less restrained thamnvhe deleted many readings of the original New
Testament text and thus produced the abbreviatedound in the papyri and in the manuscripts
Alephand B.

2. The Angel At The Pool (John 5:3b-4)



The next test passage in which the Traditioealling ought to be examined is John 5:3b-4,
the account of the descent of the angel into the pioBEthesda. For the benefit of the reader this
disputed reading is here given in its context.

2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the shemgrket a pool, which is called in the
Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. 3 In these lay a great multitude of
impotent folk, of blind, halt, witheredyaiting for the moving of the watet.Foran

angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water:
whosoever then first after the troubling tok water stepped in was made whole of
whatsoever disease he hadABd a certain man was there, which had an infirmity
thirty and eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a
long time in that case, He saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? 7 The impotent
man answered Him, Sir, | have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the
pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 8 Jesus saith unto
him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 9 And immediately the man was made whole,
and took up his bed and walked.

The words in italics (vss. 3b-4) are omitted by Papyri 66 andAlph B C,a few
minuscules, the Curetonian Syriac, the Sahidic, the Bodmer Bohairic, and a few Old Latin
manuscripts. This disputed reading, howevas heen defended not only by conservatives such
as Hengstenberg (1861) (13) but also by radicals such as A. Hilgenfeld (1875) (14) and R. Steck
(1893). (15) Hengstenberg contertdat "the words are necessarily required by the connection,"
quoting with approval the remark of von Hofnma(an earlier commentator) that it is highly
improbable "that the narrator, who has stated the site of the pool and the number of the porches,
should be so sparing of his words precisely withard to that which it is necessary to know in
order to understand the occurrence, and shaddel the character of the pool and its healing
virtue to be guessed from the complaint af #ick man, which presupposes a knowledge of it."
Hilgenfeld and Steck also rightly insist thaetaccount of the descent of the angel into the pool
in verse 4 is presupposed in the reply whiahimpotent man makes to Jesus in verse 7.

Certain of the Church Fathers attached giegtortance to this reference to the angel's
descent into the pool (John 5:3b-4), attributing tbe highest theological significance. The pool
they regarded as a type of baptism and the aagytiie precursor of the Holy Spirit. Such was the
interpretation which Tertullian (200) gave to this passage. "Having been washed," he writes,
"in the water by the angel, we are prepared for the Holy Spirit." (16) Similarly, Didymus (c 379)
states that the pool was "confessedly an imadeapfism" and the angel troubling the water "a
forerunner of the Holy Spirit." (17) And themarks of Chrysostom (c. 390) are to the same
effect. (18) These writers, at least, appear firmly convinced that John 5:3b-4 was a genuine
portion of the New Testament text. And the fact that Tatian (c. 175) included this reading in his
Diatessaron also strengthens the evidence for its genuineness by attesting its antiquity. (19)

Thus both internal and external evidence fatherauthenticity of the allusion to the angel's
descent into the pool. Hilgenfeld (20) and Sté2k) suggest a very good explanation for the
absence of this reading from the documents mentioned above as omitting it. These scholars point
out that there was evidently some discussiaénChurch during the 2nd century concerning the
existence of this miracle working pool. Certain early Christians seem to have been disturbed over
the fact that such a pool was no longer tddamd at Jerusalem. Tertullian explained the absence
of this pool by supposing that God had put ad @ its curative powers in order to punish the
Jews for their unbelief. (22) However, this asswlid not satisfy everyone, and so various
attempts were made to remove the difficultyotigh conjectural emendation. In addition to those



documents which omit the whole reading thereadiners which merely mark it for omission with
asterisks and obels. Some scribes, such as those that producedlA anited John 5:3b,
waiting for the movingf the waterput did not have the courage to omit John bg¥,an angel .

. . whatever disease he hddther scribes, like those that copied out D and W omitted John 5:4
but did not see the necessity of omitting John 5:3b. ALaadd about 30 other manuscripts add
the genitiveof the Lordafterangel,and various other small variatis were introduced. That the
whole passage has been tampered with by rditioascribes is shown by the various spellings
of the name of the pooBethesda, Bethsaida, Bethzatled¢. In spite of this, however, John
5:3b-4 has been preserved virtually intacttie vast majority of the Greek manuscripts
(Traditional Text).

3. The Conclusion Of The Lord's Prayer (Matt. 6:13b)

Modern English versions are "rich in agions," (to borrow a phrase from Rendel Harris).
(23) Time and again the reader searches in floera familiar verse only to find that it has been
banished to the footnotes. And one of the mostilfar of the verses to be so treated is Matt.
6:13b, the doxology with which the Lord's Prayer concludes.

(a) External Evidence in Favor of Matt. 6:13b

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forédagn (Matt. 6:13b). This
conclusion of the Lord's Prayer is found imakt all the Greek New Testament manuscripts
(according to Legg, (24) in all but ten), including W (4th or 5th centurySagrahaandPhi (both
6th century). It is also found in th&postolic Constitutions(25) a 4th century document, and
receives further support from Chrysostom (345- 407) (26) who comments on it and quotes it
frequently, and from Isidore of Pelusiurn (370 - 44@y) who quotes it. But, in spite of this
indisputable testimony in its favor, it is universalbjected by modern critics. Is this unanimous
disapproval in accord with the evidence?

(b) Is the Conclusion of the Lord's Prayer a Jewish Formula?

Matt. 6: 13b is usually regarded as a Jewisty@r-formula that the early Christians took up
and used to provide a more fitting termination ttee Lord's Prayer, which originally, it is said,
ended abruptly witlbut deliver us from evilAccording to W. Michaelis (1948), for example, "It
(Matt. 6:13b) is obviously modeled after Jewjgrayer-formulas, cf. 1 Chron 29:11." (28)

This seems, however a most improbable way to account for the conclusion of the Lord's
Prayer. For if the early Christians had felt tie=d of something which would provide a smoother
ending to this familiar prayer, would they deliberately have selected for that purpose a Jewish
prayer-formula in which the name of Jesus doet appear? Even a slight study of the New
Testament reveals the difficulty of this hypothesis,if there was one thing in which the early
Christians were united it was in their emphasis on the name of Jesus. Converts were baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38); miracles werformed in this name (Acts 4:10); by this
name alone was salvation possible (Acts 4:12)y éalnristians were known as those who "called
upon this name" (Acts 9:21). Paul received his apostleship "for the sake of His name" (Rom. 1:5),
and John wrote his Gospel in order that the readers "might have life through His name" (John
20:31). Is it probable then, (is it at all possible) that these primitive Christians, who on all other
occasions were ever mindful of their Saviour'maashould have forgotten it so strangely when
selecting a conclusion for a prayer which theyarded as having fallen from His lips? Can it be



that they deliberately decided to end the Lofdrayer with a Jewish formula which makes no
mention of Christ?

It is a fact, however, that the Lord's Prayer concludes with a doxology in which the name of
Christ is not mentioned. Can this surprising faetexplained? Not, we repeat, on the supposition
that this conclusion is spurious. For if thelgaChristians had inveet this doxology or had
adopted it from contemporary non-Christian usagey would surely have included in it or
inserted into it their Saviour's name. There is therefore only one explanation of the absence of that
adorable name from the concluding doxology ofltbed's Prayer, and this is that this doxology
is not spurious but a genuine saying of Chustered before He had revealed unto His disciples
His deity and so containing no mention of Himself. At the time He gave this model prayer He
deemed it sufficient to direct the praises of féléowers toward the Father, knowing that as they
grew in their comprehension of the mysteries of their faith their enlightened minds would prompt
them so to adore Him also. And the similarity of this doxology to 1 Chron. 29:11 is quite
understandable. Might not the words which Davsediin praise of God be fittingly adapted to
the same purpose by One who knew Himself to be the messianic Son of David?

(c) The Testimony of the Ancient Versions and of the Didache

The concluding doxology of the Lord's Prayeni® without considerable testimony in its
favor of a very ancient sort. It is found ingbrSyriac versions, the Peshitta, the Harclean, and the
Palestinian. Whether the doxology occurred in th@it Syriac also is not certain, for the last
part of the Lord's Prayer is missing from thismascript. It is found, however, in the Curetonian
manuscript, the other representativehaf Old Syriac in the following fornBecause Thine is the
kingdom and the glory, for ever and ever, Anldre Sahidic also has the doxologytioé Lord's
Prayer, and so do some manuscripts of the thligtounger Bohairic. In the Sahidic it runs like
this, Because Thine is the power and the glory, unto the ages, Adndnin the Old Latin
manuscript k (which is generally thought to contéie version in its oldest form) the Lord's
Prayer ends thu8ecause to Thee is the power for ever and &vwed.the doxology is also found
in its customary form in four other Old Latin manuscripts.

Thus the doxology of the Lord's Prayer occurs in five manuscripts of the Old Latin
(including the best one), in the Sahidic, and in all the extant Syriac versions. Normally the
agreement of three such groups of ancieithesses from three separate regions would be
regarded as an indication of the genuineneshefreading on which they thus agreed. Hort (
1881 ), (29) however, endeavored to escape ttee fof this evidence by suggesting that the
doxologies found (1) irk, (2) in the Sahidic version, (3) in the Syriac versions and the vast
majority of the Greek manuscripts werereth independent dewgiments which had no
connection with each other. But by this segiipn Hort multiplied three-fold the difficulty
mentioned above. If it is difficult to believe thaketkarly Christians chose for their most familiar
prayer a conclusion which made no mention of Christ it is thrice as difficult to believe that they
did this three times independently in three safgaregions. Surely it is easier to suppose that
these three doxologies are all derived from an original doxology uttered by Christ and that the
variations in wording are due to the liturgicaleuof the Lord's Prayer, which will be described
presently.

The Didache (Teaching) of the Twelve Aposteasork generally regarded as having been written
in the first half of the 2nd century, also eamportant witness to the doxology of the Lord's
Prayer. This ancient document was not known until 1883, when Bryennios, a Greek Catholic
bishop, published it from a copy which he hadcdvered at Constantinople in 1875. It is a



manual of Church instruction in two parts, thestfibeing a statement of Christian conduct to be
taught to converts before baptism, and the seeosdries of directions for Christian worship.
Here the following commandment is given concerning praed. do not pray as the hypocrites,

but as the Lord commanded in His Gospel, giays: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed

be Thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be don& heaven so also upon earth; give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debt as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evilyfohine is the power and the glory for ev80)

Here this early-2nd-century writer claims to have taken this model prayer from the Gospel
(of Matthew). Is it not reasonable to belietlet he took the whole prayer from Matthew,
doxology and all? Who would ever have guessed that this ancient author took the preceding
portions of the prayer from Matthew but the doxology froomtemporary ecclesiastical usage?
Yet this is the strange hypothesis of Michaell others who have come to the Didache with
their minds firmly made up beforehand to rejnet doxology of the Lord's Prayer. In support of
his view Michaelis appeats the absence of the workismgdomandAmenfrom the Didache, but
surely these minor verbal differences are not cieffit to justify his contention that the doxology
of the Didache was not taken from Matthew. And perhaps it is permissible to point out once more
that if the doxology had been taken from contemporary ecclesiastical usage it would have
contained the name of Christ, because dther prayers in the Didache, whigleretaken from
contemporary ecclesiastical usage, all end with a reference to the Saviour.

(d) The Liturgical Use of the Lord's Prayer

But someone may ask why the doxology of tued's Prayer is absent from certain New
Testament documents if it was actually a portion of the original Gospel of Matthew. An
inspection of Legg's critical edition of this Gospel (1940) discloses that the doxology is omitted
by Aleph B D Sand by six minuscule manuscripts. It is also omitted by all the manuscripts of the
Vulgate and by nine manuscripts of the Old Lafind certain Greek and Latin Fathers omit it in
their expositions of the Lord's Prayer. Thusg@n, Tertullian, Cyprian, and Augustine make no
mention of it. But these omissions find their expldon in the manner in which the Lord's Prayer
was used in the worship services of the early Church.

From very early times the Lord's Prayer wagdl liturgically in the Church service. This
fact is brought home to us by an inspection of C. A. Swainson's vollimeGreek Liturgies
(1884).(31) Here the learned author published the naatient Greek liturgies from the oldest
manuscripts available. In the 8th-centwijurgy of St. Basilafter the worshiping people had
repeated the body of the Lord's Prayhe priest concluded it with these woréts, Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory of the Fathed the people respondesinen.in two
other 8th-century liturgies the wording is tkame, except that the doxology repeated by the
priest is merelyfor Thine is the kingdontater the doxologies which the priests were directed to
pronounce became more and more elaborate. In the 11th-ceritugy of St. Chrysostonafter
the people had repeated the Lord's Prayer down to the doxology, the priest was to conclude as
follows: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost, now and always, and for ever and ever.

Thus we see that from very earliest timestie worship services of the Church the
conclusion of the Lord's Prayer was separ#tech the preceding portions of it. The body of the
Prayer was repeated by the people, the conclusiaihe priest. Moreover, due to this liturgical
use, the conclusion of the Lord's Prayer was altarevarious ways in the effort to make it more
effective. This, no doubt, was the cause of the muamiations in the doxology which we find in



the Didache, the Curetonian S3¢j and the OIld Latin manuscrigt And furthermore, a
distinction soon grew up between the body & tlord's Prayer and the conclusion of it, a
distinction which was made more sharp by the oence of the Lord's Prayer in Luke (given by
Christ for the second time, on a different occasion) without the concluding doxology. Because the
doxology was always separated from the rest eflthrd's Prayer, it began to be regarded by
some Christians as a man-made response and matf plae original prayer as it fell from the lips

of Christ. Doubtless for this reason it is abdeotn the ten Greek manuscripts mentioned above
and from most of the manuscripts of the Latimsi@ans. And it may also be for this reason that
some of the Fathers do not mention it when commenting on the Lord's Prayer.

4. The Woman Taken In Adultery (John 7:53-8:11)

The story of the woman taken in adultery (calledgbgcope de adulteraas been rather
harshly treated by the modern English versidriie R.V. and the A.S.V. put it in brackets; the
R.S.V. relegates it to the footnotes; the N.Hdlows Westcott and Hort in removing it from its
customary place altogether and printing it at the end of the Gospel of John as an independent
fragment of unknown origin. The N.E.B. evenegvthis familiar narrative a new name, to i,

Incident In the TempldBut as Burgon has reminded us long atiiis general rejection of these
precious verses is unjustifiable.

(a) Ancient Testimony Concerning the Pericope de Adultera (John 7:53-8:11)

The story of the woman taken in adultemas a problem also in ancient times. Early
Christians had trouble with this passage.e Thorgiveness which Chat vouchsafed to the
adulteress was contrary to their conviction ttret punishment for adultery ought to be very
severe. As late as the time of Ambrose (c. 374hdp of Milan, there were still many Christians
who felt such scruples against this portion of J»IB0vspel. This is clear from the remarks which
Ambrose makes in a sermon on David's sin.thimm same way also the Gospel lesson which has
been read, may have caused no small offenseetartikilled, in which you have noticed that an
adulteress was brought to Christ and dismisseldowttcondemnation . . . Did Christ err that He
did not judge righteously? It is not right that such a thought should come to our minds etc." (32)

According to Augustine (c. 400), it was this moralistic objection tg#reope de adultera
which was responsible for its omission in saofithe New Testament manuscripts known to him.
"Certain persons of little faith," he wrote, "or rattenemies of the true faith, fearing, | suppose,
lest their wives should be given impunity in sinning, removed from their manuscripts the Lord's
act of forgiveness toward the adulteress, as if He who had said 'sin no more' had granted
permission to sin." (33) Also, in the 10th cewta Greek named Nikon accused the Armenians of
"casting out the account which teaches us how the adulteress was taken to Jesus . . . saying that it
was harmful for most persons to listen to such things." (34)

That early Greek manuscripts contained gascope de adulterss proved by the presence
of it in the 5th-century Greek manuscript That early Latin manuscripts also contained it is
indicated by its actual appearance in the Old Latin codiaasle. And both these conclusions
are confirmed by the statement of Jerome (c. 415) that "in the Gospel according to John in many
manuscripts, both Greek and Latin, is found tleystf the adulterous woman who was accused
before the Lord." (35) There is no reason doestion the accuracy of Jerome's statement,
especially since another statement of his concerning an addition made to the ending of Mark has



been proved to have been correct by thealaiscovery of the additional material\wi And that
Jerome personally accepted thericope de adulteras genuine is shown by the fact that he
included it in the Latin Vulgate.

Another evidence of the presence of pleeicope de adultera early Greek manuscripts of
John is the citation of it in th®idascalia (Teaching) of the Apostlemd in theApostolic
Constitutionswhich are based on th#dascalia.

. .. to do as He also did with her that ls&hed, whom the elders set before Him, and
leaving the judgment in His hands depart@dt He, the Searcher of Hearts, asked her
and said to her, 'Have the elders condemned thee, my daughter?" She saith to Him,
‘Nay, Lord." And He said unto her, 'Go thy way: Neither do | condemn thee.' (36)

In these two documents (from the 3rd and 4th centuries respectively) bishops are urged to
extend forgiveness to penitent sinners. Aftemy@assages of Scripture have been cited to
enforce this plea, the climax is reached in the supreme example of divine mercy, namely, the
compassion which Christ showed to the womanrtakeadultery. Tischendorf admitted that this
citation was taken from the GospelJafhn. "Although," he wrote, "thipostolic Constitutiondo
not actually name John as the author of this story of the adulteress, in vain would anyone claim
that they could have derived this story from aryeotsource.”" (37) It is true that R. H. Connolly
(1929) (38) and other more recent critics insist that the citation was not taken from the canonical
Gospel of John but from the apocrypkdspel according to the Hebrewsjt this seems hardly
credible. During the whole course of the argminonly passages from the canonical Scriptures of
the Old and New Testaments are adduced. Casuppose that when the authors of these two
works reached the climax of tihgilea for clemency toward the penitent they would abandon the
Scriptures at last and fall back on an apocryphal book?

Another important testimony concerning thericope de adulterds that of Eusebius (c.
324). In hisEcclesiastical HistoryEusebius gives extracts from amcient treatise written by
Papias (d. 150), bishop of Hierapolis, entitletkrpretation of the Oracles of the Lor@usebius
concludes his discussion of Papias' writings whith following statement: "The same writer used
guotations from the first Epistle of John, andlikse also from that of Peter, and has expounded
another story about a woman who was accused before the Lord of many sins, widoispbe
according to the Hebrewsontains." (39)

From this statement of Eusebius naturalistitics have inferred that Eusebius knew the
pericope de adulteranly as a story occurring in the writings of Papias and inGlspel
according to the Hebrewand not as a part of the canonical Gospel of John. This conclusion,
however, by no means follows necessarily. Eusetriag have been hostile to the story of the
woman taken in adultery not only because of figiifa objections but also because it was related
by Papias. For Eusebius had a low opinion of Papias and his writings. "He was a man of very
little intelligence," Eusebius declargeths is clear from his books." (40) It may very well be that
the disdain which Eusebius felt for Papias made teluctant to mention the fact that Papias'
story occurred also in some of the manuscriptthefGospel of John. At any rate, an argument
against the genuineness of John 7:53-8:11 basé&misebius is purely an argument from silence,
and arguments from silence are always weak. Instead of stressing Eusebius' silence it is more
reasonable to lay the emphasis upon his positive testimony, which is that the story of the woman
taken in adultery is a very ancient one, reaching back to the days of the Apostles.



Also the Spanish Father Pani(c. 370) appealed to thericope de adulteravhen protesting
against excessive severity in discipline. "Are yami willing," he asked, "to read in the Gospel
that the Lord also spardide adulteress who confessed, whoonman had condemned?” (41)

(b) What the Facts of History Indicate

The facts of history indicate that during the early Christian centuries throughout the Church
adultery was commonly regarded as such a sesbpusghat it could be forgiven, if at all, only
after severe penance. For example, Cyprian (c. 250) says that certain bishops who preceded him
in the province of North Africa "thought that mwiliation ought not to bgiven to adulterers
and allowed to conjugal infidelity no place at all fepentance." (42) Hence offence was taken at
the story of the adulterous woman brought tei€€hbecause she seemed to have received pardon
too easily. Such being the case, it is surely measanable to believe that this story was deleted
from John's Gospel by over-zealous disciplinariaas tio suppose that a narrative so contrary to
the ascetic outlook of the early Christian Church was added to John's Gospel from some
extra-canonical source. There would be a strong motive for deleting it but no motive at all for
adding it, and the prejudice against it would make its insertion into the Gospel text very difficult.

Not only conservatives but also clear thinking radical scholars have perceived that the
historical evidence favors the belief that peicope de adulteravas deleted from the text of the
fourth Gospel rather than added to it. "Thedgmiesentation of the evangelist,” Hilgenfeld (1875)
observed, "must at an early date, especiallghin Orient have seemed very offensive." (43)
Hence Hilgenfeld regarded Augustine's stapmthat the passage had been deleted by
overscrupulous scribes "as altogether not improbable." And Steck (1893) suggested that the story
of the adulteress was incorporatedthe Gospel of John before it was first published. "That it
later," concluded Steck, "was set aside ouhofal prudery is easily understandable." (44)

Rendel Harris (1891) was convinced that Mentanists, an ascetic Christian sect which
flourished during the 2nd century, were acquainted with ghdcope de adultera.'The
Montanist Churches," he wrote, "either did not receive this addition to the text, or else they are
responsible for its omission; but at the sameetitrcan be shown that they knew of the passage
perfectly well in the West; for the Latin glossatdrthe Acts has borrowed a few words from the
section in Acts 5:18. (45) In Acts 5:18 we are told that the ria@sheir hands on the apostles
and put them in the common prisdro this verse the Latin portion @ adds,and they went
away each one to his house. Hsarris observes, this addition is obviously taken from the
description of the breaking up of the council meeting in John 7:53. If the Montanists were the
ones who added these words to Acts 5:18, thepeheope de adulteranust have been part of
John's Gospel at a very early date.

Naturalistic scholars who insist that John 78381 is an addition to the Gospel text can
maintain their position only by ignoring the facts, by disregarding what the ancient writers say
about thispericope de adulterand emphasizing the silence of other ancient writers who say
nothing about it at all. This is what Hort did in higroduction (1881). Here the testimony of
Ambrose and Augustine is barely mentioneshd the statement of Nikon concerning the
Armenians is dismissed as mere abuse. (46) r&gnto the evidence Hbinsisted that the
pericope de adulteravas not offensive to the early ChuréRew in ancient times, there is reason
to think, would have found the section a stumdplblock except Montanisend Novatians." (47)

With the implications of this sweeping statement, however, Rendel Harris could not agree.
"Evidently," he observed, "Dr. Hort did not i that the tampering of the Montanists with the



text amounted to much; we, on the contrary, haason to believe that it was a very far reaching
influence." (48)

Today most naturalistic scholars feel so certhat John 7:53-8:11 is not genuine that they
regard further discussion of the matter as unproétaldlhen they do deal with the question (for
the benefit of laymen who are still interesteditinthey follow the line of Westcott and Hort.
They dismiss the ancient testimony concerning this passage as absurd and rely on the "argument
from silence.” Thus Colwell (1952) ridicules tleason which Augustine gives for the deletion of
the pericope de adulterd:The generality,” he declares, "of the ‘omission’ in early Greek sources
can hardly be explained this way. Some okth&Greek scribes must have been unmarried! Nor is
Augustine's argument supported by the evidence froke's Gospel, where even greater acts of
compassion are left untouched by the scribes who lack this story in John." (49)

There is no validity, however, in this point iwh Colwell tries to score against Augustine.
For there is a big difference between the strthe adulteress in John 8 and the story in Luke 7
of the sinful woman who anointed the feetlesus and was forgiven. In Luke the penitence and
faith of the woman are stressed; in John thes@rfaere not mentioned explicitly. In Luke the
law of God is not called in question; in Johnsikemingly, is set aside. And in Luke the sinful
woman was a harlot; in John the woman wasduiteress. Thus there are good reasons why the
objections raised against the story of the adedt® in John would not apply to the story of the
harlot in Luke and why Tertullian, for example, refers to Luke's story but is silent about John's.

(c) Misleading Notes in the Modem Versions

The notes printed in the modern versiaegarding John 7:53 - 8:11 are completely
misleading. For example, the R.S.V. states tmaist of the ancient authorities either omit
7:53-8:11 or insert it with variations of text after John 7:52 or at the end of John's Gospel or after
Luke 21:38. And the N.E.B. says the same thing and adds thpetitepe de adulterhas no
fixed place in the ancient New Testament manutcrithese notes imply that originally the story
of the adulteress circulated as an independenttiaria many forms and that later, when scribes
began to add it to the New Testament, theydwtlagree on where to put it, some inserting it at
one place and others at another.

Von Soden (1902) showed long ago that thiew implied by these notes is entirely
erroneous. Although this scholarnied the genuineness of John 7:53 - 8:11, nevertheless, in his
monumental study of this passage he was emindaitlyin his presentation of the facts. After
mentioning that this section is sometimes found at the end of the Gospel of John and sometimes
in the margin near John 7:52 and that in greup of manuscripts (the Ferrar group) the section
is inserted after Luke 21:38, von Soden continues as follows: "But in the great majority of the
manuscripts it stands in the text between 7ab@ 8:12 except that in at least half of these
manuscripts it is provided with deletion marks in the margin.” (50) Thus the usual location of the
pericope de adulterés in John between 7:52 and 8:12. Timanuscripts which have it in any
other place are exceptions to the rule.

"The pericope," says Metzger (1964), Gbviously a piece of floating tradition which
circulated in certain parts of the Western @hurlt was subsequently inserted into various
manuscripts at various places." (51) But Metzger's interpretation of the facts is incorrect, as von
Soden demonstrated long ago by his careflblseship. Von Soden showed that the usual
location of thepericope de adulteravas also its original locatioim the New Testament text. The
other positions which it sometimes occupies and the unusually large number of variant readings



which it contains were later developmentsichhtook place after it became part of the New
Testament. "In spite of the abundance of theawh readings,” he declared, "it has been
established with certainty that tlpericopewas not intruded into the Four Gospels, perhaps in
various forms, in various places. This hypothesis is already contradicted by the fixed place which
the section has, against which the well knowtiteay exception of the common ancestor of the
so-called Ferrar group can prove nothing. On the contrary, whepetle®pe,at a definite time
and at a definite place was first incorporated it® Four Gospels, in order then to defend its
place with varying success against all attackisad the following wording." (52) And then von
Soden goes on to give his reconstruction of the original form obehieope de adulteralhis
does not differ materially from the form pt&d in the Textus Receptus and the King James
Version.

Also the opening verses (John 7:53-8:2) offikecope de adulterandicate clearly that its
original position in the New Testament was in John between 7:52 and 8:12, for this is the only
location in which these introductory verses fit toaitext. The first of them (John 7:53) describes
the breaking up of the stormy council meeting which immediately precedes. The next two verses
(John 8:1-2) tell us what Jesus did in the meantntthereafter. And thus a transition is made
to the story of the woman taken in adulteryt Buthose other locations mentioned by N.E.B.,
which the pericope de adulteraccupies in a relatively few manuscripts, these introductory
verses make no sense and thus prove conclusively thagriicepehas been misplaced.

Long ago Burgon pointed out how untrustworthy some of those manuscripts are which
misplace thepericope de adulterdThe Critics eagerly remind us that in four cursive copies (the
Ferrar group) the verses in question are found tacketb the end of Luke 21. But have they
forgotten that 'these four codexes are deriveth a common archetype,’ and therefore represent
one and the same ancient and, | may add, corrupt copy? The same Critics are reminded that in the
same four Codexes 'the agony and bloody sw8at'Luke 22:43-44) is found thrust into St.
Matthew's Gospel between ch. 26:39 and 4QchSlicentiousness on the part of a solitary
exemplar of the Gospels no more affects theper place of these or of those verses than the
superfluous digits of a certain man of Gath ataitlisturb the induction that to either hand of a
human being appertain but five fingerslao either foot but five toes." (53)

(d) The Silence of the Greek Fathers Explained

The arguments of naturalistic critics agaitist genuineness of John 7:53-8:11 are largely
arguments from silence, and the strongest of thidseces is generally thought to be that of the
Greek Church Fathers. Metzger (1964) speaksax follows: "Even more significant is the fact
that no Greek Church Father for a thousand years after Christ refers to the pericope, including
even those who, like Origen, Chrysostom, amthiNis (in his metrical paraphrase) dealt with the
entire Gospel verse by verse. Euthymius Zigabent® lived in the first part of the twelfth
century, is the first Greek writer to commem the passage, and even he declares that the
accurate copies of the Gospel do not contain it." (54)

This argument, however, is not nearly so strong as Metzger makes it seem. In the first place,
as Burgon pointed out long ago, we must knock off at least three centuries from this thousand-
year period of which Metzger speaks so ominausty Tischendorf lists 9 manuscripts of the 9th
century which contain thpericope de adulterin its usual place and also one which may be of
the 8" century. And so the silence of the Greekueth Fathers during the last third of this
thousand year period couldn't have beataonse they didn't know of manuscripts which
contained John 7:53-8:11 in the position which it ramgupies in the great majority of the New



Testament manuscripts. The later Greek Fatdetn't comment on these verses mainly because
the earlier Greek Fathers hadn't done so.

But neither does the silence of the earliereek Fathers, such as Origen (c. 230),
Chrysostom (c. 400), and Nonnus (c. 400), necessarily imply that these ancient Bible scholars did
not know of thepericope de adulteras part of the Gospel of John. For they may have been
influenced against it by the moralistic prejudicembiich we have spoken and also by the fact that
some of the manuscripts known to them orditie And Burgon mentions another very good
reason why these early Fathers failed to comnoenthis section. Their commenting was in
connection with their preaching, and their preaching would be affected by the fact that the
pericope de adulteravas omitted from the ancient Pentecostal lesson of the Church.

"Now for the first time, it becomes abundantly plain, why Chrysostom and Cyril, in
publicly commenting on St. John's Gospel, pass straight from ch. 7:52 to ch. 8:12. Of course they
do. Why should they,—how could they,—comment on what was not publicly read before the
congregation? The same thing is related (iwedl-known 'scholium’) to have been done by
Apolinarius and Theodore of Mopsuestia. @ngalso, for aught | care, —though the adverse
critics have no right to claim him, seeing that his commentary on all that part of St. John's Gospel
is lost,—but Origen's name, as | was saying, for aught | care, may be added to those who did the
same thing." (55)

At a very early date it had become customary throughout the Church to read John 7:37-8:12
on the day of Pentecost. This lesson began witin J:37-39, verses very appropriate to the great
Christian feast day in which the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is commemoratdide last day,
that greatday of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto Me
and drink . . . But this spake He of the Spirit which they that believe on Him should réheive.
the lesson continued through John 7:52, omittgthJ7:53-8:11, and concluded with John 8:12,
Again therefore Jesus spake unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: fadltvedéth Me
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of lMfeus the fact that thpericope de
adulterawas not publicly read at Pentecost wasdditional reason why the early Greek Church
Fathers did not comment on it.

Why was the story of the adulteress onditteom the Pentecostal lesson? Obviously
because it was inappropriate to the central idd2eotecost. But critics have another explanation.
According to them, the passage was not part of the Gospel of John at the time that the Pentecostal
lesson was selected. But, as Burgon pointed out, this makes it more difficult than ever to explain
how this passage came to be placed after Job2. Why would a scribe introduce this story
about an adulteress into the midst of the emiclesson for Pentecost? How would it occur to
anyone to do this?

Moreover, although the Greek Fathers were silent aboupéhieope de adulterathe
Church was not silent. This is shown by the thett John 8:3-11 was chosen as the lesson to be
read publicly each year on St. Pelagia's day, October 8. Burgon points out the significance of this
historical circumstance. "The great Eastern Church speaks out on this subject in a voice of
thunder. In all her Patriarchates, as far back as the written records of her practice reach, —and
they reach back to the time of those very Eetwhose silence was felt to be embarrassing,—the
Eastern Church has selected nine out of these twelve verses to be the special lesson for October
8." (56)

(e) The Internal Evidence



Naturalistic critics have tried to argueasigst the genuineness of John 7:53-8:11 on the
basis of the internal evidence. Colwell (1952}, émample, claims that the story of the woman
taken in adultery does not fit its context and that it differs in its vocabulary and general tone from
the rest of John's Gospel. (57) But by thegpiaents the critics only create new difficulties for
themselves. For if theericope de adultera ian interpolation and if it is so markedly out of
harmony with its context and with the rest of tBospel of John, why was it ever placed in the
position which it now occupies? This is the quastivhich Steck (1893) (58) asked long ago, and
it has never been answered.

Actually, however, there is little substancethese charges. Arguments from literary style
are notoriously weak. They have been useg@rtive all sorts of things. And Burgon long ago
pointed out expressions in this passage whiehcharacteristic of John's Gospel. "We note how
entirely in St. John's manner is the little explanatory clause in ver. 6, —'This they said, tempting
Him that they might have to accuse Him." We atruck besides by the prominence given in
verses 6 and 8 to the act of writing, — allusionsvtach, are met with in every work of the last
Evangelist.” (59)

As for not fitting the context, Burgon shows thiihe actual situation is just the reverse.
When thepericope de adultera ismitted, it leaves a hole, a gaping wound that cannot be healed.
"Note that in the oracular CodexBsandAlephimmediate transition is made from the words 'out
of Galilee ariseth no prophet,' in ch. 7:52, te Words 'Again therefore JESUS spake unto them,
saying,' in ch. 8:12. And we are invited by ak tadverse Critics alike to believe that so the place
stood in the inspired autograph of the Evangelist.

"But the thing is incredible. Look back at athis contained between ch. 7:37 and 52, and
note— (a) That two hostile parties crowded thenpke courts (ver. 40-42); (b) That some were
for laying violent hands on our LORD (ver. 44%) That the Sanhedrin, being assembled in
debate, were reproaching their servants forhasting brought Him prisomgand disputing one
against another (ver. 45-52). How can the Evhsigeave proceeded,—'Again therefore JESUS
spake unto them, saying, | am the light of therld? What is it supposed then that St. John
meant when he wrote such words?" (60)

Surely the Dean's point is well taken. Who aemy that when John 7:53-8:11 is rejected,
the want of connection between the sevemi aighth chapters is exceedingly strange? The
reader is snatched from the midst of a dispatéhe council chamber of the Sanhedrin back to
Jesus in the Temple without a single word of explanation. Such impressionistic writing might
possibly be looked for in some sophisticated modern book but not in a book of the sacred
Scriptures.

(f) The Negative Evidence of the Manuscripts and Versions Explained

It is not surprising that thpericope de adulterés omitted in Papyri 66 and 7BJleph BW
and L. For all these manuscripts are connectigd the Alexandrian tradition which habitually
favored omissions. When once the Montanists or some other extreme group had begun to leave
the story of the adulteress out of their copies of John's Gospel, the ascetic tendencies of the early
Church were such that the practice would spregoidly, especially in Egypt, and produce just
the situation which we find among the Greek nsamipts. For the same reason many manuscripts
of the Coptic (Egyptian) versions, includitige recently discovered Bodmer Papyrus lll, omit
this passage, as do also the Syriac and Armemiesions. All these versions reflect the tendency



to omit a passage which had become offensive. thadact that the section had been so widely
omitted encouraged later scribes to play theccrand thus were produced the unusually large
number of variant readings which appear in flassage in the extant manuscripts. And for the
same cause many scribes placed deletion marks on the margin opposite this section.

None of these phenomena proves thatplecope de adulterss not genuine but merely
that there was a widespread prejudice againgt the early Church. The existence of this
prejudice makes it more reasonable to suppose that the story of the adulteress was omitted from
the text of John than to insist that in the face of this prejudice it was added to the text of John.
There would be a motive for omitting it but no motive for adding it.

5. The Last Twelve Verses Of Mark

Burgon's best known work in the field of textual criticism was his treatis€henLast
Twelve Verses of Markyhich he published in 1871 after years of preliminary study. (61) For
over a century this volume has deservedly been held in high esteem by believing Bible students,
and its basic arguments all this while havemaaed irrefutable. In the following paragraphs
therefore, an effort will be made to summarBurgon's discussion of this disputed passage and
to bring his work up to date by the inclusiohnew material which has been discovered since
Burgon's day.

(a) The Critics Unable to Develop a Satisfactory Theory

And they went out quickly and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed:
neither said they any thing to any man; for they were afridthe naturalistic critics agree that
with this verse (Mark 16:8) the genuine pontiof Mark's Gospel ends. But this negative
conclusion is the only thing upon which critics aréealo agree in regard to the conclusion of
Mark. When we ask how it came about that Ma@kspel ends here without any mention of the
post-resurrection appearances of Christ, immeljidhe critics begin to argue among themselves.
For over one hundred years (since the publication of Burgon's book) they have been discussing
this question and have been unable to come upaniitizory which is acceptable to all or even to
most of them.

According to some critics, Mark intentially ended his Gospel with the worfis they
were afraid.J. M. Creed (1930), (62) for example, @rdH. Lightfoot (1950) (63) have argued
that all other attempts to explain why the GospaéVlafk ends here haveilied, and that therefore
we mustbelieve that Mark purposely concluded hiss@el at this point. The scholars who hold
this view have advanced various theorieexplain why Mark would have done so strange a
thing. According to Creed, the story of thegyntomb was new when Mark wrote his Gospel,
and by ending with the silence of the women Mads explaining why this story had never been
told before. (64) According to Lohmeyer (1936), the purpose of Mark in ending his Gospel at
16:8 was to hint at a glorious second coming of Christ which was to take place in Galilee. (65)
Lightfoot (1937) had a Barthian theory of this passage. He thought that Mark's purpose in
concluding with 16:8 was to leave the reademistate of reverent awe which anticipated an
"event" or "crisis" which was "found to have theality of absolute finality" (66) (whatever that
means).

But the theory that Mark purposely ended hisg® at 16:8 has never been widely held, in
spite of Creed's and Lightfoot's arguments that this is the only possible view. As Beach (1959)



rightly observes, "It seems unlikely that Marlomd end the Gospel on a note of fear, for the
whole purpose and import of the Gospel is that steruld not be afraid.” (67) And it is even less
likely that Mark concluded his Gospel without ar@ference to the appeacanof the risen Christ

to His disciples. For this, as W. L. Knox (1942minds us, would be to leave unmentioned "the
main point of his Gospel, and the real ‘happy ending' on which the whole faith of the Church
depended.” (68)

Many of those who hold that the Gospel ofrklands at 16:8 endeavor to account for this
alleged fact by supposing that Mark intended to finish his Gospel but was prevented from doing
so, perhaps by death. "At Rome," remarks Streeter (1924), "in Nero's reign this might easily
happen.” (69) But to suppose that Mark diddst prematurely is to contradict the express
statements of Papias, Irenaeus, Clement of Alésa, and Origen that Mark lived to publish his
Gospel. And even if all these ancient writers wareng and Mark did die before he had finished
his Gospel, would his associates have publishedtitisnincomplete state? Would they not have
added something from their recollections of Mark's teaching to fill in the obvious gap in the
narrative? Only by doing thus could they show their regard for their deceased friend.

Hence the only remaining alternative open todtikcs is that the original ending of Mark's
Gospel has completely disappeared. Juelich8®4) (70) and C. S. C. Williams (1951) (71)
suggest that it was intentionally removed bytaier of those who disapproved of its teaching
concerning Christ's resurrection. Other scholalgbe that the original conclusion of Mark's
Gospel was lost accidentally. Since it was thepagk, they argue, it might easily have been torn
off. But although these theories explain the absence of this hypothetical "lost endingbfram
of the manuscripts, it can hardly accodot its complete disappearance frat the known
copies of Mark. Creed (1930) pointed this out sgea's ago. "Once the book was in circuration,
the conclusion would be known and a defectipyccould be completed without difficulty. And
there would be an overwhelming interest in a restoration of the complete text at this crucial point.
It would seem better, therefore, to push baeksipposed mutilation to the very beginning of the
book's history. But the earlier we suppose the mutilation to have taken place, the greater the
likelihood that the author was himself within reach to supply what was wanting." (72)

(b) Ancient Evidence Favorable to Mark 16:9-20

Thus it is an easy thing to say that the genuine portion of the Gospel of Mark ends at 16:8,
but it is a difficult task to support this statement with a satisfactory explanation as to how the
Gospel came to end there, a taskdifficult that it has not yet been adequately accomplished. But
the last twelve verses of Mark cannot be disowned on the strength of an unsupported statement,
even when it is made by the most eminent oflern scholars. For these verses have an enormous
weight of testimony in their favor which cannot be lightly set aside. They are found in all the
Greek manuscripts exceptephandB and in all the Latin manuscripts excdptAll the Syriac
versions contain these verses, with the exceptiothe Sinaitic Syriac, and so also does the
Bohairic version. And, even more importattiey were quoted as Scripture by early Church
Fathers who lived one hundred and fifty years beBandAlephwere written, namely, Justin
Martyr (c. 150), (73) Tatian (c. 175), (74) lesus (c. 180), (75) and Hippolytus (c. 200), (76)
Thus the earliest extant testimony is on the sidéhese last twelve verses. Surely the critical
objections against them must be exceedinglisong to overcome this evidence for their
genuineness.

(c) Documents That Omit Mark 16:9-20



No doubt the strongest argument that can be brought against the last twelve verses of Mark
is that there are extant documents that onaitrthin Legg's apparatus these are listed as follows:
the Greek manuscriptdleph and B. the Sinaitic Syriac manuscript, the Adysh and Opiza
manuscripts of the Old Georgian version, anchahuscripts of the Armenian version. Colwell
(1937), however, has enlarged this list of Armenian manuscripts to 62. (77)

In place of Mark 16:9-20 the Old Latin manuscript k has the so called "short ending” of
Mark, which reads as follows:

And all things whatsoever that had been commanded they explained briefly to those
who were with Peter; after these thingsoalesus Himself appeared and from the east
unto the west sent out through them the holy and uncorrupted preaching of eternal
salvation. Amen.

L, Psi,and a few other Greek manuscripts have ‘tehort ending” placed between 16:8 and
16:9. P. Kahle (1951) reports that 5 Sahidic nsanipts also contain both this "short ending” and
Mark 16:9-20. (78) The "short emdj" is also found in the margi$ 2 Bohairic manuscripts and
in 7 Ethiopic ones.

(d) The Negative Evidence of the Documents Inconclusive

Long ago Burgon demonstrated that thiggative evidence of the documents is
inconclusive. In the first place, he pointed ouwttim the early Church there were those who had
difficulty in reconciling Mark 16:9 with Matthew 28:1. For, at first sight, these two passages
seem to contradict each other. Mark says that Christ rose "early the first day of the week," that is,
Sunday morningwhile Matthew seems to say that Chriz$e "in the end of the Sabbath," which,
strictly interpreted, means Satlay evening It is true that Matthew's expression can be more
loosely construed to meahe end of Saturday nightand thus the conflict with Mark can be
avoided, but there were some early Christighseems, who did not realize this and were
seriously troubled by the apparent disagreement. Eusebius (c. 325),Epistie to Marinus,
discusses this problem at considerable length.ddiution was to place a comma after the word
risenin Mark 16:9 and to regard the phrasgly the first dayf the weelas referring to the time
at which Jesus appeared to Mary Magdaleneeratian as indicating the hour in which He rose
from the dead. (79)

In the second place, Burgon called attention tdfalbethat in many ancient manuscripts of
the Four Gospels the Western order was followddtthew was placed first, then John, then
Luke, and finally Mark. Thus Mark 16:9-20 wagef, no doubt, written on the very last page of
the manuscript and could easily be torn off. (80ppose some early Christian, who was already
wrestling with the problem of harmonizing ka16:9 with Matthew 28:1, should find a
manuscript which had thus lost its last pagataining Mark 16:9-20. Would not such a person
see in this omission an easy solution of his difficulties? He would argue as modern critics do that
the genuine text of Mark ended at 16:8 and vieases 16:9-20 were a later addition to the Gospel
narrative. Thus a tendency on the part of cedaitient scribes to omit the last twelve verses of
Mark could easily develop, especially at Alegaa where the scribes were accustomed to favor
the shorter reading and reject the longer as an interpolation.

(e) The Alleged Difference in Literary Style



One of the negative arguments employed lgydhtics is the alleged difference in literary
style which distinguishes these last twelve vefea® the rest of Mark's Gospel. This argument
is still used by critics today. Thus Metzger (196#ims that "seventeen non-Marcan words or
words used in a non-Marcan sense" are pteserthese verses. (81) Long ago, however,
Tregelles (1854) admitted "that arguments sigle are often very fallacious, and that by
themselves they prove very little." (82) And Ban (1871) demonstrated this to be true. In a
brilliant chapter of his treatise on Mark he showleat the alleged differences of style were mere
nothings. For example, Meyer (1847) and other critics had made much of the fact that two
typically Marcan words, namelguthus(straightway) angbalin (again) were not found in Mark
16:9-20. Burgon showed thatithusdid not occur in chapters 12 and 13 of Mark and palin did
not occur in chapters 1, 6, 9, and 13 of Markus the fact that these words did not occur in
Mark 16:9-20 proved nothing in regardttee genuineness of this section. (83)

(f) The Alleged Discrepancy Between Mark 16:9-20 and Mark 16:1-8

For over one hundred years also it has beenthaidthere is a discrepancy, a remarkable
lack of continuity, between the last twelve verses of Mark and the preceding eight verses. Mark
16:9-20, we are told, differs so radically from mdd.6:1-8 that it could not have been written by
the Evangelist himself but must have been adged later hand. Why, the critics ask, are we not
told what happened to the women, and whydsaccount given of the appearance of the risen
Christ to Peter and the other disciples in Galieeaeneeting which is promised in Mark 16:77?
These objections, however, are not as serious assiathfiey seem to be. For it was evidently not
Mark's intention to satisfy our curiosity abouettvomen or to report that meeting of Christ and
His disciples which is promised in Mark 16His purpose was to emphasize the importance of
faith in the risen Christle that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not
shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that b¢Mark 16:16-17). Thus he passes
over everything else and concentrates on those appmsr of the risen Christ in which belief (or
unbelief) is especially involved.

Thus there is nothing in these argumentsnfrimternal evidence which need give the
defender of Mark 16:9-20 any real cause for camc@n the contrary, the critics themselves are
the ones who must bear the sting of these objectidmey are caught in their own trap. For if the
last twelve verses of Mark are in such obvidisagreement with what immediately precedes,
how could they ever have been added byter laand? Why didn't the person who added them
remove such glaring contradictions?

Hort answered this question by supposing hatk 16:9-20 was taken by some scribe from
a lost document and added to Mark's Gospdhaut change. (84) Similarly, Streeter suggested
that Mark 16:9-20 was originally "a summary intended for catechetical purposes; later on the
bright idea occurred to some one of adding it @®ra of appendix to his copy of Mark." (85)
This theory of Hort and Streeter, however, isffam a satisfactory explanation of the facts. For
if Mark 16:9-20 was taken from an independentwhoent and if the discontinuity between this
section and the preceding verses is as great as these scholars say it is, then why were no efforts
made to smooth over the discrepancy? The maiptsceveal no signs of any such attempts.

(9) Eusebius' Epistle to Marinus
Eusebius (c. 325) did not include Mark 16:9-20 in ¢ésons,a cross reference system

which he had devised for the purpose of making it easier to look up parallel passages in the Four
Gospels. This does not necessarily mean, howearEtisebius rejected these last twelve verses



of Mark. Burgon demonstrated this long ago in his study of Eusdbpistle to Marinus.The
relevant portions of this Epistle are translated by Burgon as follows

"He who is for getting rid of the entire passage will say that it is not met with in all the
copies of Mark's Gospel: the accurate copies at all evardamscribe the enaf Mark's
narrative at the words of the young man who appeared to the women and said, 'Fear not ye! Ye
seek Jesus of Nazareth,' etc.: to which the Evetgelds,—'And when they heard it, they fled,
and said nothing to any man, for they were afr&dr' at these words, in almost all copies of the
Gospel according to Markhe end has been circumscrib&fthat follows, (which is met with
seldom, and only in some copies, certainly not in all,) might be dispensed with.

"But another, on no account daring to rejaoything whatever which is, under whatever
circumstance, met with in the text of the Gospeldl, say that here are two readings (as is so
often the case elsewhere;) and thath are to be received,— inasmuch as by the faithful and
pious,thisreading is not held to be genuine rather tetnor that thanthis." (86)

This passage from Eusebius wapeated by Jerome (c. 400), Hesychius of Jerusalem (c.
430), and Victor of Antioch (c. 550). On thadis of it modern critics claim that Eusebius
rejected the last twelve verses of Mark, but thiplainly an exaggeration. The second paragraph
of this passage shows that Eussltregarded Mark 16:9-20 as at least possibly genuine. Critics
also have interpreted Eusebius as stating tlnat dccurate copies" and "almost all copies” end
Mark's Gospel at 16:8. But Burgon pointed owtttRBusebius doesn't say this. Eusebius says that
the accurate copiedcumscribe the endt 16:8 and that in almost all copit® end has been
circumscribedat this point. What did Eusebius mean by this unusual expression? Burgon's
explanation seems to be the only possible one.

Burgon reminded his readers that it was customary, at least in the later manuscript period,
to indicate in the New Testament manuscripts lieginning and the end of the Scripture lesson
appointed to be read in the worship services of the Church. The beginning of the Scripture lesson
was marked by the word beginning (Gremkhe),written in the margin of the manuscript, and
the end of the reading by the wardd (Greektelos),written in the text. Burgon argued that this
practice began very early and that it was thisvlich Eusebius was referring when he said that
the most accurate copies and almost all cogilesimscribe the endt Mark 16:8. Eusebius was
not talking about the end of the Gospel of Matk about the liturgical sign indicating the end of
a Scripture lesson. He is simply saying that this liturgical sigh(telosywas present after Mark
16:8 in many of the manuscripts known to him. (87)

This may explain why some of the New Testament documents omit Mark 16:9-20. It may
be that some scribe saw the liturgical segmd (telos)after Mark 16:8 and, misinterpreting it to
mean that Mark's Gospel ended at this pdaiti down his pen. And this would be especially
likely to happen if the last page, containing rkld6:9-20 had accidentally been torn off. "Of
course," Burgon argued, "it will hassametimefiappened that S. Mark 16:8 came to be written
at the bottom of the left hand page of a maripscAnd we have but to suppose that in the case
of one such Codex the next leaf, which should have theelast,was missing, — (theery thing
which has happened in respect of one of the Codices at Moseaavid what elseould result
when a copyist reached the words, FOREMHWERE AFRAID. THE END, but the very
phenomenon which has exercised critics so sorely and which gives rise to the whole of the
present discussion? The copyist will have brought S. Mark's Gospel to an endfloengsse.

What else could he possibly do?" (88)



When once this omission of Mark 16:9-20 was made, it would be readily adopted by early
Christians who were having difficulty harmomigi Mark 16:9 with Matthew 28:1. "That some,"
Burgon observes, "were found in very early times eagerly to acquiesce in this omission; to
sanction it, even to multiply copies of the Gospelmutilated; (critics or commentators intent on
nothing so much as reconciling the apparent discrepancies in the Evangelical narratives;) —
appears to me not at all unlikely." (89)

Burgon also suggested that just as Jerome and other later writers copied EHpattiago
Marinus so in this Epistle Eusebius himself was memdpying some lost treatise of Origen (c.
230), (90) and this was one of the very few moioih which Westcott and Hort were inclined to
agree with Burgon. (91) If this suggestion is ectrand Origen was the original author of the
Epistle to Marinus,then the consequences for textual criticism are very important. For all
documents that omit Mark 16:9-20 are in someg wannected with Alexandria or Caesarea, the
two localities in which Origen, the great textaatic of antiquity, lived and labored. The absence
of Mark 16:9-20 from these documents and dbebts which Eusebius seems to have felt about
them may all be due to an error of judgment on the part of Origen.

(h) Were Heretics Responsible for the Omission of Mark 16:9-207?

Burgon died in 1888, too soon to give ue thenefit of his comment on a development
which had taken place shortly before his deattmely, the discovery in 1884 of the apocryphal
Gospel of Petein a tomb at Akhmim in Egypt. (92) ldaBurgon lived longer, he would not have
failed to point out the true significance of the agreement ofGlispel of Petewith the Old
Latin New Testament manuscripin the last chapter of the Gospel of Mark..

According to modern scholars, the origi@bspel of Petewas written about 150 A.D. by
docetic heretics who denied the reality of Christifferings and consequently the reality of His
human body. This false view is seen in #mxount which this apocryphal writing gives of
Christ's crucifixion. In it we are told that wh our Lord hung upon the cross, the divine Christ
departed to heaven and left only the human Jesus to suffer and die.

And the Lord cried out aloud saying: My power, my power, thou hast forsaken me.
And when he had so said, he was taken up. (93)

Also the account which th@ospel of Petegives of the resurrection of Christ is uniquely
docetic.

... and they saw the heavens opened and two men descend thence having a great light,
and drawing near unto the sepulchre... aredgbpulchre was opened, and both of the
young men entered in . . . and while they were yet telling them the things which they
had seen, they saw again three men come out of the sepulchre, and two of them
sustaining the other, and a cross following after them. And of the two they saw that
their heads reached unto heaven, but ofthiah was led by them that it overpassed the
heavens. And they heard a voice out @& tieavens saying, Hast thou preached unto
them that sleep? And an armwwvas heard from the crossying:Yea. (94)

In the Gospel of Mark the Old Latin New Testament manuskmpies a heretical, docetic
account of the resurrection of Christ similar to that found in the apocr@dspel of Petern
Mark 16:4 manuscrigt reads as follows:



Suddenly, moreover, at the third hour of the day, darkness fell upon the whole world,
and angels descended from heaven, and as the Son of God was rising in brightness,
they ascended at the same time with him, and straightway it was light. (95)

It is generally believed by scholars thatepresents an early form of the Old Latin version,
which, like theGospel of Peterdates from the 2nd century. If this is so, the fact khagrees
with the Gospel of Petemn giving a docetic account of the resurrection of Christ indicates that
Irenaeus (c. 180) was correct in pointing out a special connection between the Gospel of Mark
and docetism. This ancient Father observeddbhegtic heretics "who separate Jesus from Christ,
alleging that Christ remained incapable of stifig, but that it was Jesus who suffered,” preferred
the Gospel of Mark. (96)

In chapter 16 of Mark, then, the Old Latircontains a text which has been tampered with
by docetic heretics who, like the author of the apocry@wpel of Petergdenied the reality of
Christ's sufferings and of His human body. And this skrakso omits the last twelve verses of
Mark and substitutes in their place the so-calrt ending,” which omits the post-resurrection
appearances of Christ.

And all things whatsoever that had been commanded they explained briefly to those
who were with Peter; after these thingsoalesus Himself appeared and from the east
unto the west sent out through them the holy and uncorrupted preaching of eternal
salvation. Amen. (97)

Do not these facts fit together perfectly and explain each other? The same docetic heretics
who tampered with the first half of Mark 16 knalso abbreviated the second half of Mark 16 in
this same manuscript. They evidently thought ihathe last twelve verses of Mark too great
emphasis was placed on the bodily appearances dft@itis disciples. They therefore rejected
these concluding verses of Mark's Gospel andtgutegl a "short ending" of their own devising,
a docetic conclusion in which Christ's possurrection appearances are almost entirely
eliminated.

In addition to these docetists who abbreviatezl conclusion of Mark's Gospel there were
also other heretics, probably Gnostics, whipanded it by adding after Mark 16:14 a reading
which was known to Jerome (415) (98) and which appears as folld®adiex W

And they answered and said, 'This age of lawlessness and unbelief is under Satan, who
doth not allow the truth of God to préavaver the unclean things of the spirits.
Therefore reveal thy righteousness now.' Sakephey to Christ. And Christ answered
them, 'The term of the years of Satan's dominion hath been fulfilled, but other terrible
things draw near. And for those who haihened | was delivered over unto death, that
they may return to the truth and sin no more, that they may inherit the spiritual and
incorruptible glory of righteousss which is in heaven.' (99)

Hence, in addition to the causes which D&mgon discussed so ably, the tampering of
heretics must have been one of the factorehvhrought about the omission of Mark 16:9-20 in
the few New Testament documents which do omit this passage.

We see, then, that believing scholars who rectiigdast twelve verses of Mark as genuine
are more reasonable than naturalistic scholars who reject them. For there are many reasons why
these verses might have been omitted by the few New Testament documents which do omit them,



but no reason has yet been invented which can explain satisfactorily either how a hypothetical
"lost ending" of Mark could have disappeafenim all the extant New Testament documents or
how the author of Mark's Gospel could have left it incomplete without any ending at all.

It is sometimes said that the last twelve verses of Mark are not really important, so that it
makes little difference whether they are accepterkjected. This, however, is hardly the case.
For Mark 16:9-20 is the only passage in the @&spvhich refers specifically to the subject
which is attracting so much attention today, ngmmngues, healings, and other spiritual gifts.
The last verse of this passage is particulaglyisglve (Mark 16 :20). Here we see that the purpose
of the miracles promised by our Lord was to confirm the preaching of the divine Word by the
Apostles. Of course, then, these signs ceased aftékpbstles' death. Today we have no need of
them. The Bible is the all-sufficient miracle. Aifdwe take this high view of the Bible, we
cannot possibly suppose that the ending ofajritbe Gospels has been completely lost.



CHAPTER SEVEN

THE TRADITIONAL NEW TESTAMENT TEXT

The Bible is the Book of the Covenant. Its origin is eternal, its inspiration infallible, its
preservation providential and sure. In it God reveals Himself as the almighty Creator God, the
faithful Covenant God, and the triune SavioundGIn it Christ reveals Himself to sinners as
Prophet, Priest, and King. Hence the Bible igquel divine! No other book is like the Bible. And
because this is so, we must reject every typeatdiralistic Bible study, every tendency to deal
with the Bible as other ancient books are dealt whttove all we must be alert to the dangers of
naturalistic New Testament textual criticism. Rbis is naturalistic Bible study of a most
insidious sort. It begins by persuading anuspecting Christian to ignore God's providential
preservation of the Scriptures and then leads him on to ignore other divine aspects of the Bible
until almost before he knows it he finds himself bereft of faith and almost completely modernistic
in outlook.

Therefore, as Bible-believing Christians, we reject all forms of naturalistic New Testament
textual criticism and adopt and advocate inrth@ace a consistently Christian method which
derives all its principles from the Bible itself and none from the textual criticism of other ancient
books. And because this consistently Christippreach leads us to accept the Traditional New
Testament Text, found in the vast majority of the manuscripts, as a trustworthy reproduction of
the divinely inspired Originals, we shall nowdeavor to defend this Traditional Text against the
attacks of naturalistic critics and especiallyV@éstcott and Hort. Such a defense may possibly
contribute to the beginning of a new Reformation.

1. The Traditional Text Not The Invention Of Editors

Although naturalistic textual critics differ from om@other in regard to many matters, they
all agree in regarding the Traditional Texguhd in the vast majority of the Greek New
Testament manuscripts, as a late invention. They believe that there were editors who deliberately
created the Traditional Text by selectingadings (words, phrases, and sentences) from the
various texts already in existence and thenmdaining these readings in such a way as to form
an altogether new text. Thistanaalistic view, however, is contrary to the evidence, as we shall
endeavor to show in the following paragraphs.

(a) The Evidence of Codex W

In demonstrating the antiquity of the Traditiofi@xt it is well to begin with the evidence of
Codex Wthe Freer Manuscript of the Gospels, naméera®. L. Freer of Detroit, who purchased
it in 1906 from an Arab dealer at Gizeh, near Cdires now housed in the Freer Gallery of Art
in Washington, D.C. In 1912 it was published under the editorship of H. A. Sanders. (1) It
contains the Four Gospels in the Western ofdetthew, John, Luke, Mark. In John and the first
third of Luke the text is Alexandrian in character Mark the text is of the Western type in the
first five chapters and of a mixed "Caesarean" typthe remaining chapters. The especial value
of W, however, lies in Matthew and the last téirds of Luke. Here the text is Traditional
(Byzantine) of a remarkably pure type. According to Sanders, in Matthew the text of W is of the



Kappa ltype, which van Soden (1906) regarded asdildest and best form of the Traditional
(Byzantine) Text. (2)

The discovery oW tends to disprove the thesis of Westcott and Hort that the Traditional
Text is a fabricated text which was put together in the 4th century by a group of scholars residing
at Antioch. ForCodex Wis a very ancient manuscript. B. P. Grenfell regarded it as "probably
fourth century." (3) Other scholars have dated it in the 5th century. Néimc@ne of the oldest
complete manuscripts of the Gospelskistence, possibly of the same agé\kph.Moreover,

W seems to have been written in Egypt, sincerduitie first centuries of its existence it seems to
have been the property of the Monastery & Yfinedresser, which was located near the third
pyramid. (4) If the Traditional Text had been inted at Antioch in the 4th century, how would it
have found its way into Egypt and thence iGtmdex Wsosoon thereafter? Why would the scribe
of W, writing in the 4th or early 5th century, hawdoated this newly fabricated text in Matthew
and Luke in preference to other texts which (adogrdo Hort's hypothesis) were older and more
familiar to him? Thus the presence of the Traditional Teximdicates that this text is a very
ancient text and that it was known in Egypt before the 4th century.

(b) The Evidence of Codex A

Another witness to the early existence of the Traditional TiexCodex A (Codex
Alexandrinus).This venerable manuscript which dates from the 5th century, has played a very
important role in the history of New Testament textual criticism. It was given to the King of
England in 1627 by Cyril Lucar, patriarch of Ctarginople, and for many years was regarded as
the oldest extant New Testamentmascript. In Acts and the Epistl€Sodex Aagrees most
closely with the Alexandrian text of tiandAlephtype, but in the Gospels it agrees generally
with the Traditional Text. Thus in the Gosp€lsdex Atestifies to the antiquity of the Traditional
Text. According to Greggr(1907) and Kenyon (1937¢,odex Awas probably written in Egypt.

If this is so, therA is also another witness to the early presence of the Traditional Text upon the
Egyptian scene.

(c) The Evidence of the Papyri

When the Chester Beatty Papyri were published (1933-37), it was found that these early 3rd
century fragments agree surprisingly often with Traditional (Byzantine) Text against all other
types of text. "A number of Byzantine readings," Zuntz (1953) observes, "most of them genuine,
which previously were discarded as 'late’, are guatied by Pap. 46." And to this observation he
adds the following significant note, "The same igetof the sister-manuscript Pap. 45; see, for
example, Matt. 26:7 and Acts. 17:13." (5) And the same is true also of the Bodmer Papyri
(published 1956-62). Birdsall (1960) acknowledges tts Bodmer Papyrus of John (Papyrus
66) has not a few such Byzantine readings)"Afd Metzger (1962) lists 23 instances of the
agreements of Papyri 45, 46, and 66 with Tmaditional (Byzantine) Text against all other
text-types. (7) And at least a dozen msueh agreements occur in Papyrus 75.

(d) Traditional (Byzantine) Readings in Origen

One of the arguments advanced by Westcott and Hort and other naturalistic critics against
the early existence and thus against the genas®of the Traditional (Byzantine) Text is the
alleged fact that "distinctively” Traditionakadings are never found in the New Testament
quotations of Origen and other 2nd and 3rd-cen@hyrch Fathers. In other words, it is alleged
that these early Fathers never agree with theifloadl Text in places in which it stands alone in



opposition to both the Western and Alexandrianstelxbr example, in Matt. 27:34 the Traditional
Text tells us that before the soldiers crucified Jesus they gavevidagar mingled with gall,
thus fulfilling the prophecy of Psalm 69:21. Hort thought this to be a late reading suggested by
the Psalm. The true reading, he contended, is that fouAteph B D etc., wineningled with
gall. Burgon (1896), however, refuted Hort'gyanent by pointing out that the Traditional
readingvinegarwas known not only to Origen but alsothe pagan philosopher Celsus (c. 180),
who used the passage to rideedesus. (8) In his treatiggainst Celsu®rigen takes note of this
blasphemy and reproves it, but he never suggest<iisus has adopted a false reading. "Those
that resist the word of truth,"” Origen declaras) €ever offer to Christ the Son of God the gall of
their own wickedness, and thimegarof their evil inclinations; but though He tastes of it, yet He
will not drink it." (9)

Hence, contrary to the assertions of the néfii@ critics, the distinctive readings of the
Traditional (Byzantine) Text were known to Origen, who sometimes adopted them, though
perhaps not usually. Anyone can verify tliog scanning the apparatus of Tischendorf. For
instance, in the first 14 chaptaythe Gospel of John (that is, in the area covered by Papyrus 66
and Papyrus 75) out of 62 instances in which the Traditional Text stands alone Origen agrees
with the Traditional Text 20 times and disagrees with it 32 times. These results make the position
of the critics that Origen knew nothing of thieaditional Text difficult indeed to maintain.

Naturalistic critics, it is true, have made determined effort to explain away the
"distinctively" Traditional readings which appesr the New Testament quotations of Origen
(and other early Fathers). It is argued that these Traditional readings are not really Origen's but
represent alterations made by scribes who copregen's works. These $ioes, it is maintained,
revised the original quotations of Origen amdde them conform to the Traditional Text. The
evidence of the Bodmer Papyri, however, indicatestthiatis not an adequate explanation of the
facts. Certainly it seems a very unsatisfactory teaaccount for the phenomena which appear in
the first 14 chapters of John. In these chapfemut of 20 "distinctively" Traditional readings
which occur in Origen occur also in Papyrusastil/or in Papyrus 75. These 7 readings at least
must have been Origen's own readings, natdha the scribes who copied Origen's works, and
what is true of these 7 readings is probably true of the other 13, or at least of most of them. Thus
it can hardly be denied that the Traditional Text was known to Origen and that it influenced the
wording of his New Testament quotations.

(e) The Evidence of the Peshitta Syriac Version

The Peshitta Syriac version, which is the hist&ible of the whole Syrian Church, agrees
closely with the Traditional Text found in theast majority of the Greek New Testament
manuscripts. Until about one hundred years agwas almost universally believed that the
Peshitta originated in the 2nd century and hemae one of the oldest New Testament versions.
Hence because of its agreement with the Traditidaat the Peshitta was regarded as one of the
most important witnesses to the antiquity of the Traditional Text. In more recent times, however,
naturalistic critics have tried to nullify this tesony of the Peshitta by denying that it is an
ancient version. Burkitt (1904), for example, insistieat the Peshitta did not exist before the 5th
century but "was prepared by Rabbula, bishop of Edessa (the capital city of Syria) from 411-435
A.D., and published by his authority." (10)

Burkitts's theory was once generally acceptedt; now scholars are realizing that the
Peshitta must have been in existence befold&a's episcopate, because it was the received text
of both the two sects into which the Syrian Church became divided. Since this division took place



in Rabbula’'s time and since Rabbula was the leaflene of these sects, it is impossible to
suppose that the Peshitta was his handiworkif ibthad been produced under his auspices, his
opponents would never have adopted it as tieeeived New Testament text. Indeed A. Voobus,

in a series of special studies (1947-54), (11) has argued not only that Rabbula was not the author
of the Peshitta but even that he did not use igadt not in its present form. If this is true and if
Burkitt's contention is also true, namely, thad Byrian ecclesiastical leaders who lived before
Rabbula also did not use the Peshitta, then wayit that the Peshitta was received by all the
mutually opposing groups in the Syrian Church as their common, authoritative Bible? It must
have been that the Peshitta was a very aneemsion and that because it was so old the common
people within the Syrian Church continued toldagal to it regardless of the factions into which
they came to be divided and the preferences eif teaders. It made little difference to them
whether these leaders quoted the Peshitta or not. ddregvered in their usage of it, and because

of their steadfast devotion this old translation retained its place as the received text of the
Syriac-speaking churches.

(f) Evidence of the Sinaitic Syriac Manuscript

The Sinaitic Syriac manuscript was discovered by two sisters, Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Gibson,
in the monastery of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai, hence the name. It contains a type of text
which is very old, although not so old as the text of the Peshitta. Critics assign an early
3rd-century date to the text of the Sinaitic Symaanuscript. If they are correct in this, then this
manuscript is remarkable for the unexpectegpsrt which it gives to the Traditional Text. For
Burkitt (1904) found that "not infrequently" thimanuscript agreed with the Traditional Text
against the Western and Alexandrian texts. Q8¢ of these Traditional readings thus supported
by the Sinaitic Syriac manuscript is found in #melic song of Luke 2:14. Here the Traditional
Text and the Sinaitic Syriac reagpod will among (toward) menyhile the Western and
Alexandrian texts readymong men of good will.

(g) The Evidence of the Gothic Version

The Gothic version also indicates that the Traditional Text is not a late text. This New
Testament translation was made from the Gretk @othic shortly after 350 A.D. by Ulfilas,
missionary bishop to the Goths. "The type of text represented in it," Kenyon (1912) tells us, "is
for the most part that which is found in the jamdly of Greek manuscripts." (13) The fact,
therefore, that Ulfilas in A.D. 350 produced Gothic version based on the Traditional Text
proves that this text must have been in existéedere that date. In other words, there must have
been many manuscripts of the Traditional type on hand in the days of Ulfilas, manuscripts which
since that time have perished.

(h) The "Conflate Readings"

Westcott and Hort found proof for their position that the Traditional Text was a "work of
attempted criticism performed deliberately by editand not merely by scribes" in eight passages
in the Gospels in which the Western text containg half of the reading found in the Traditional
Text and the Alexandrian text the other half (14) These passages are Mark 6:33; 8:26; 9:38; 9:49;
Luke 9:10; 11:54, 12:18, 24:53. Since Hort discusses the first of these passages at great length, it
may serve very well as a sample specimen.

Mark 6:33 And the people saw them departing, and many knew Him, and ran together
there on foot out of all the cities,



(Then follow three variant readings.)

(1) and came before them and came together to Hiaditional Reading.
(2) and came together then/estern Reading.
(3) and came before thedilexandrian Reading.

Hort argued that here the Traditional reading was deliberately created by editors who
produced this effect by adding the other two iegsitogether. Hort called the Traditional reading
a "conflate reading," that is to say, a mixedding which was formed by combining the Western
reading with the Alexandrian reading. And Hsatid the same thing in regard to his seven other
specimen passages. In each casenhmtained that the Traditional reading had been made by
linking the Western reading with the Alexandrian. And this, he claimed, indicated that the
Traditional Text was the deliberate creation of an editor or a group of editors.

Dean Burgon (1882) immediately registered one telling criticism of this hypothesis of
conflation in the Traditional Text. Why, he askédionflation was one of the regular practices of
the makers of the Traditional Text, could Westcott and Hort find eigit instances of this
phenomenon? "Their theory," Burgon exclaimed, "atkast forced them to make an appeal to
Scripture and to produce some actual specimetisedf meaning. After ransacking the Gospels
for 30 years, they have at last fastened wgight!' (15)

Westcott and Hort disdained to return angva@r to Burgon's objection, but it remains a
valid one. If the Traditional Text was created 4th-century Antiochian editors, and if one of
their habitual practices had been to confla(oine) Western and Alexandrian readings, then
surely more examples of such conflation ought taliseoverable in the Gospels than just Hort's
eight.But only a few more have since been foundda to Hort's small deposit. Kenyon (1912)
candidly admitted that he didn't think that therereveery many more (16) And this is all the
more remarkable because not only the Greek manuscripts but also the versions have been
carefully canvassed by experts, such as Burhkitt outer and Lake, for readings which would
reveal conflation in the Traditional Text.

Moreover, even the eight alleged examplesasfflation which Westcott and Hort did bring
forward are not at all convincing. At least thaigd not approve themselves as such in the eyes of
Bousset (1894). This radical German scholar united with the conservatives in rejecting the
conclusions of these two critics. In only one déitheight instances did he agree with them. In
four of the other instances he regarded the Taaditireading as the original reading, and in the
three others he regarded the decision as doubifldstcott and Hort's chief proof," he observed,
"has almost been turned into its opposite." (17)

In these eight passages, therefore, it is justagy to believe that the Traditional reading is
the original and that the other texts have omitted parts of it as to suppose that the Traditional
reading represents a later combination of the other two readings.

(i) Alleged Harmonizations in the Traditional Text

According to the naturalistic critics, the Tradital Text is characterized by harmonizations,
especially in the Gospel of Mark. In other werthe critics accuse the Traditional Text of being
altered in Mark and made to agree with Matthéwstually, however, the reverse is the case. The
boldest harmonizations occur not in the Traditiorett but in the Western and Alexandrian texts



and not in Mark but in Matthew. For exampdéter Matt. 27:49 the following reading is found in
Aleph B C Land a few other Alexandrian manuscrigasid another, taking a spear, pierced His
side, and there flowed out water and bloBeécause this reading occursBnWestcott and Hort
were unwilling to reject it completely, (18) but less prejudiced critics admit that it is a
harmonization taken from John 19:34.

A similar harmonization occurs in Matt. 24:36. Hekkeph B D Thetaand a few other
manuscripts readut of that day and hour knoweth no man,not the angels of heaven, neither
the Son, but the Father onlyhe Traditional text, however, omitseither the SonNaturalistic
critics say that this omission was made by orthodox scribes who were loath to believe that Christ
could be ignorant of anything. But if this were so, why didn't these scribes omit this same reading
in Mark 13:32? Why would they omit this réag in Matthew and leave it stand in Mark?
Obviously, then, this is not a case of omission on the part of the Traditional Text but of
harmonization on the part of the Western and Alexandrian texts, represemttpbyB D Theta
etc.

There is no evidence, therefore, to prove thatTraditional Text is especially addicted to
harmonization.

() Why the Traditional Text Could Not Have Been Created by Editors

Thus discoveries since the days of Westcatt idort have continued steadily to render less
and less reasonable their hypothesis that theitimaal Text was created by editors. For if it
originated thus, then it must consist of regdi taken not only from the Western and Alexandrian
texts but also many others, including the "Caesarean," the Sinaitic Syriac, Papyrus 45, Papyrus
46, Papyrus 66, and even Papyrus 75. In shdteiffraditional Text was created by editors, then
we must agree with Hutton (1911) that it is a magpie's nest. The Traditional Text, he asserted, "is
in the true sense of the word eclectic, drawingridus readings' of various value from various
sources. Often times it picked up a diamond, and sometimes a bit of broken glass, sometimes it
gives us brass or lacquer without distinction from the nobler metal. It was for all the world like a
magpie, and the result is not unlike a magpie'st.h (19) But was Hutton really reasonable in
supposing that the Traditional Text was createdditors who went about their work in the same
irrational manner in which a magpie goes about selecting materials for her nest? Surely the
hypothesis that the Traditional Text was credbgdeditors breaks down if it is necessary to
assume that those who performed this taske as whimsical as that witless bird.

And in the second place, to create the Traditional (Byzantine) Text by blending three or four
or five older texts into one would be an amazirdgjfficult feat. It would be hard to do this even
under modern conditions with a large desk on whickpread out your documents and a chair to
sit on. Modern scholars who attempt this usuatipstruct a critical apparatus by comparing all
the documents with one standard, printed t&xd noting the variant readings. Ancient scribes,
however, would be laboring under great disadvantaffesy would have no printed text to serve
as a standard of comparison, no desks, andcvert any chairs! According to Metzger (1964),
they sat on stools or on the ground and held the manuscripts which they were writing on their
knees. (20) Under such conditions it would sulaydifficult to be continually comparing many
documents while writing. It seems unlikely that amtiscribes would be able to work with more
than two documents at once. A scribe would caraghis manuscript with another manuscript and
write in some of the variant readings, usuailythe margin. Another scribe would copy this
corrected manuscript and adopt some of theectioms. Hence the mixture would be sporadic



and unsystematic and not at all of the kindtttivould be required to produce the Traditional
(Byzantine) New Testament Text.

Thus the theory that the Traditional Text veasated by editors breaks down when carefully
considered. No reason can be given why shpposed editors should have gone about their
tremendous task in the irrational manner that the alleged evidence would require.

2. The Traditional Text Not An Official Text

Why is it that the Traditional (Byzantine) Teist found in the vast majority of the Greek
New Testament manuscripts rather than somer déhx, the Western text, for example, or the
Alexandrian? What was there about the TradifigBsgizantine) Text which enabled it to conquer
all its rivals and become the text generally accepted by the Greek Church?

(a) Westcott and Hort's Theory of the Traditional (Byzantine) Text

The classic answer to this question was iy Westcott and Hort in their celebrated
Introduction(1881). They believed that from the very beginning the Traditional (Byzantine) Text
was anofficial text with official backing and that this was the reason why it overcame all rival
texts and ultimately reigned supreme in treage of the Greek Church. They regarded the
Traditional Text as the product of a thorough-going revision of the New Testament text which
took place at Antioch in two stages between 250 A.D. and 350 A.D. They believed that this text
was the deliberate creation of certain schol&lyristians at Antioch and that the presbyter
Lucian (d. 312) was probably the original leadethis work. According to Westcott and Hort,
these Antiochian scholars produced the Traditional Text by mixing together the Western,
Alexandrian, and NeutrgB-Aleph)texts. "Sometimes they transcribed unchanged the reading of
one of the earlier texts, now of this, now of that. Sometimes they in like manner adopted
exclusively one of the readings but modifiedfaem. Sometimes they combined the readings of
more than one text in various ways, pruning or modifying them if necessary. Lastly, they
introduced many changes of their own wherefas@s appears, there was no previous variation."
(21)

What would be the motive which would prompt these supposed editors to create the
Traditional New Testament Text? According t@$ttott and Hort, the motive was to eliminate
hurtful competition between the Western, Alexandrian, and Ne(®dleph) texts by the
creation of a compromise text made up of elements of all three of these rival texts. "The guiding
motives of their (the editors") criticism are trangmdlly displayed in its effects. It was probably
initiated by the distracting and inconvenient curgeotat least three conflicting texts in the same
region. The alternate borrowing from all implies that no selection of one was made, —indeed it is
difficult to see how under the circumstances it could have been made, — as entitled to supremacy
by manifest superiority of pedigree. Each texy perhaps have found a patron in some leading
personage or see, and thus have seemedl forca conciliation of rival claims." (22)

In other words, Westcott and Hort's theory west the Traditional Text was an official text
created by a council or conference of bishapd leading churchmen meeting for the express
purpose of constructing a New Testament text oithwvall could agree, and in their discussion of
the history of the Traditional Text they continuestophasize its official character. This text, they
alleged, was dominant at Antioch in the second biathe 4th century, "probably by authority."

(23) It was used by the three great Church Fathers of Antioch, namely, Diodorus (d. 394),



Chrysostom (345-407), and Theodore of Mopdae&50-428). Soon this text was taken to
Constantinople and became the dominant texthat great, imperial city, perhaps even the
official text. Then, due to the prestige which it had obtained at Constantinople, it became the
dominant text of the whole Greek-speaki@hurch. "Now Antioch," Westcott and Hort
theorized, "is the true ecclesiastical parent oh&antinople; so that it is no wonder that the
traditional Constantinopolitan text, whether formatifficial or not, was the Antiochian text of

the fourth century. It was equally natural thhe text recognized at Constantinople should
eventually become in practice the stamddew Testament of the East." (24)

(b) Westcott and Hort's Theory Disproved

Thus Westcott and Hort bore down heavily oa itea that the Traditional (Byzantine) Text
was anofficial text. It was through ecclesiastical authority, they believed, that this text was
created, and it was through ecclesiastical authordtyttiis text was imposed upon the Church, so
that it became the text found in the vast majooitghe Greek New Testament manuscripts. This
emphasis on ecclesiastical authority, however, has been abandoned by most present-day scholars.
As Kenyon (1912) observed long ago, there ishisporical evidence that the Traditional Text
was created by a council or conference of andeholars. History is silent concerning any such
gathering. "We know," he remarks, "the nanoésseveral revisers of the Septuagint and the
Vulgate, and it would be strange if historiaansd Church writers had all omitted to record or
mention such an event as the deliberate revisitheoNew Testament in its original Greek." (25)

Recent studies in the Traditional (Byzantine) Tiexticate still more clearly that this was
not an official text imposed upon the Church by ecclesiastical authority or by the influence of any
outstanding leader. Westcott and Hort, for exammgarded Chrysostom as one of the first to
use this text and promote its use in the ChuBeh studies by Geerlings and New (1931) (26) and
by Dicks (1948) (27) appear to indicate that Chrysostom could hardly have performed this
function, since he himself does not seem alwkydiave used the Traditional Text. Photius
(815-897) also, patriarch of Constantinople, seentgve been no patron of the Traditional Text,
for according to studies by Birdsall (1956-58), he customarily used a mixed type of text thought
to be Caesarean. (28) The lectionaries also iraitett the Traditional Text could not have been
imposed on the Church by ecclesiastical authofityese, as has been stated, are manuscripts
containing the New Testament Scripture lessons appointed to be read at the various worship
services of the ecclesiastical year. According to the researches of Colwell (1933) and his
associates, the oldest of these lessons are not Traditional but "mixed" in text. (29) This would not
be the case if Westcott and Hort's theory wiene that the Traditional Text from the very
beginning had enjoyed official status.

(c) The True Text Never an Official Text

Thus recent research has brought out more cléaglyact that the true New Testament text
has never been an official text. It has nelbeen dependent on the decisions of an official
priesthood or convocation of scholars. All attemptsleal with the New Testament text in this
way are bound to fail, for this is a return to Old Testament bondage. Nay, this is worse than Old
Testament bondage! For God appointed the priests of the Old Testament dispensation and gave
them authority to care for the Old Testament Scriptures, but who appointed the priests and
pundits of our modern ecclesiastical scene and gave them the right to sit in judgment on the New
Testamentext? It was not in this way that the New Testament text was preserved but rather
through the testimony of the Holy Spirit operatimgthe hearts of individual Christians and
gradually leading them, by common consent, jectdalse readings and to preserve the true.



3. Have Modern Studies Disintegrated The Traditional Text?

In the more recent years certain scholargehbeen saying that modern studies have
disintegrated the Traditional (Byzantine) Text. Not only (so they say) has its use by Chrysostom
been disproved but also its uniformity. Birtliga956) expresses himself on this head as follows:
"Since the publication of Hort's Introduction in 1881 it has been assumed in most quarters, as
handbooks reflect, that the text was uniform from the time of John Chrysostom and that this
uniform text (called by a variety of names, dmte Byzantine) is to be found in his quotations....
However, more recent investigation has questdmath the uniformity of the Byzantine text and
its occurrence in Chrysostom's citations." (8@ earlier Colwell (1935) gave voice to the same
opinion and appealed for support to the itigadions of von Soden and Kirsopp Lake. "This
invaluable pioneer work of von Soden greatlakened the dogma of the dominance of a
homogeneous Syrian (Traditional) text. But thiafay received its death blow at the hands of
Professor Lake. In an excursus published is $tudy of the Caesarean text of Mark, he
annihilated the theory that the middle ages weled by a single recension which attained a high
degree of uniformity.” (31)

Have the studies of von Soden and Lake digjrdted the Traditional (Byzantine) Text, or
is this a misinterpretation of the researches eftitio scholars? This is the question, which we
will consider in the following paragraphs.

(a) The Researches of von Soden

Von Soden (1906) made the most extensive study of the Traditional (Byzantine) Text that
has ever yet been undertaken. (32) He called the Traditional Tekapmma (Common) text,
thereby indicating that it is the text most commonly found in the New Testament manuscripts. He
divided the Traditional manuscripts into three clasg&ppa 1, Kappa xand Kappa r. The
manuscripts in th&appal class (as the numeral 1 implies) he regarded as containing the earliest
form of the Traditional (Byzantine) Text. Amonige best representatives of this class he placed
Omega(8th century)V (9th century), ané (10th century). In 1912, as has been stated, Sanders
found thatCodex Weontained th&appal text in Matthew.

Von Soden considered th@appa rtext to be a revision of the Traditional Text (the letter
signifying revision).In between th&appal manuscripts and th€appa rmanuscripts in respect
to time van Soden located the great majorityhef Traditional (Byzantine) manuscripts. These he
namedKappa x(the letterx signifying unknown) to indicate that the small differences which
distinguish them from each other had not ye#ribthoroughly studied. And in addition von Soden
distinguished several other families of manudsrithe texts of which had originated in the
mixture of the Traditional and Western texts. One of the earliest of these wWéapihee afamily,
the chief representatives of which &edex A(5th century) and andPi (both 9th century).

Thus von Soden divided the vast family ofaditional (Byzantine) manuscripts (which he
called theKappa manuscripts) into three main varietiddnlike Colwell, however, he did not
regard this variety as affecting the esséntgreement existing between the Traditional
manuscripts, i.e., the uniformity of their underlyitext. "The substance of the text," he wrote,
"remains intact throughout the whole period of perhaps 1,200 years. Only very sporadically do
readings found in other text-types appear in one or another of the varieties." (33)



(b) The Researches of Kirsopp Lake

Von Soden's conclusions hava, general, been confirmed by the researches of Kirsopp
Lake. In 1928 Lake and his associates publishedethdts of a careful examination which they
had made in the 11th chapter of Mark of all the manuscripts on Mt. Sinai, at Patmos, and in the
Patriarchal Library and the collection of St. Saba at Jerusalem. (34) On the basis of this
examination Lake was even more disposed tl@an Soden to stress the unity of the Traditional
(Byzantine) Text, going even so far as to deny thaKiugpal text and th&appa rtext were
really distinct from theKappa xtext (which Lake preferred to call tiecclesiasticaktext). "We
cannot,” he wrote, "at present distinguish aimg which can be identified with von Soden's
Kappa rnor do we feel any confidence in iappal as a really distinct text." (35)

In a later study (1940), however, Lake agreed with von Soden thidappa landKappa x
manuscripts are distinguishable from each otheen though they differ from each other very
little. "Kappa 1 andKappa x,"he reported, "each show a certamount of individual variation,
by which they can be identified—but it is stigingly little. The scribes who were responsible for
the variations in the Byzantine text introducemnarkably few and unimportant changes, they
shunned all originality.” (36)

Thus Lake came to the same conclusions as walersin regard to the uniformity of text
exhibited by the vast majority of the Neliestament manuscripts. Both these noted scholars
discovered that in spite of the divisions whiexist among these manuscripts they all have the
same fundamental text. This agreement, howeieemot so close as to indicate that these
manuscripts have been copied from each otherthHinpoint Lake (1928) is very explicit.
"Speaking generally," he says, "the evidence in our collations for the grouping of the codices
which contain this text is singularly negativEhere is extraordinarilyittle evidence of close
family relationship between the manuscripts eirethe same library. They have essentially the
same text with a large amount of sporadic variation." (37)

And the more recent studies of Aland (1964) have yielded the same result. He and his
associates collated 1,000 minuscule manuscripteeofsreek New Testament in 1,000 different
New Testament passages. According to him, @%hese minuscules contain the Traditional
(Byzantine) text, which he calls, “'the majority text." (38)

(c) The God-guided Usage of the Church

We see, then, that Birdsall and Colwell are guitstaken in suggesting that modern studies
have "disintegrated” (so Birdsall) the Trtamhal (Byzantine) Text. Certainly von Soden and
Lake themselves entertained no such opinion efrésults of their work. On the contrary, the
investigations of these latter two scholars seefmaige established the essential uniformity of the
Traditional (Byzantine) text on a firmer basis tlewrer. They have shown that the vast majority
of the Greek New Testament manuscripts exhibit precisely that amount of uniformity of text
which one might expect the God-guided usagéhefChurch to produce. They agree with one
another closely enough to justify the contention that they all contain essentially the same text, but
not so closely as to give any grounds for the belief that this uniformity of text was produced by
the labors of editors, or by the decrees of ecclesiastical leaders, or by mass production on the part
of scribes at any one time or place. It was noaiby of these means that the vast majority of the
Greek New Testament manuscripts came teegvith each other as closely as they do, but
through the God-guided usage of the Church, thrabgHeading of the Holy Spirit in the hearts
of individual believers.



4. Why Did The Traditional Text Triumph?

In the eyes of many naturalistic critics thestory of the Traditional (Byzantine) New
Testament Text has become a puzzling enigraaréquires further study. "It is evident,” says
Birdsall (1956), "that all presuppositions comirg the Byzantine text— or texts—except its
inferiority to other types, must be doubted and investigatednovo."(39) One wonders,
however, why Birdsall makes this single exception. Every other presupposition concerning the
Traditional (Byzantine) Text must be doubted. But there is one presupposition, Birdsall says,
which must never be doubted, namely, the infayiasf the Traditional (Byzantine) Text to all
other texts. Yet it is just this presupposition whioakes the history of the Traditional Text so
puzzling to naturalistic textual critics. If the Tragdnal Text was late and inferior, how could it
have so completely displaced earlier and be#ets in the usage of the Church. Westcott and
Hort said that this was because the Traditionatt Teas an official text, put together by
influential ecclesiastical leaders and urged by thgen the Church, but this view has turned out
to be contrary to the evidence. Wihiyen, did the Traditional Text triumph?

Naturalistic textual critics will never be able dnswer this question until they are ready to
think "unthinkable thoughts." They must be willing to lay aside their prejudices and consider
seriously the evidence which points to the Traditl (Byzantine) Text as the True Text of the
New Testament. This is the position which thedieving Bible student takes by faith and from
which he is able to provideansistent explanation of all the phenomena of the New Testament.

(a) The Early History of the True Text

If we accept the Traditional Text as the Trdew Testament Text, then the following
historical reconstruction suggests itself:

Beginning with the Western and Alexandrian texts, we see that they represent two nearly
simultaneous departures from the True Text which took place during the 2nd century. The
making of these two texts proceeded, for the mast, according to two entirely different plans.

The scribes that produced the Western text regatdadselves more as interpreters than as mere
copyists. Therefore they made bold alterationshim text and added many interpolations. The
makers of the Alexandrian text, on the oth@nd, conceived of themselves as grammarians.
Their chief aim was to improve the style of the sddext. They made few additions to it. Indeed,
their fear of interpolation was so great that they often went to the opposite extreme of wrongly
removing genuine readings from the text. Becausthisfthe Western text is generally longer
than the True Text and the Axdrian is generally shorter.

Other texts, such as the Caesarean and Sir@jtiac texts, are also best explained as
departures from the True, that is to say, thaditional (Byzantine) Text. This is why each of
them in turn agrees at times with the TraditionaltTagainst all other texts. No doubt also much
mixture of readings has gone into the composition of these minor texts.

As all scholars agree, the Western text wagdReof the Christian Church at Rome and the
Alexandrian text that of the Christian scribes and scholars of Alexandria. For this reason these
two texts were prestige-texts, much sought dftethe wealthier and more scholarly members of
the Christian community. The True Text, on titeer hand, continued in use among the poorer
and less learned Christian brethren. These humtilevbes would be less sensitive to matters of



prestige and would no doubt prefer the famihaording of the True Text to the changes
introduced by the new prestige-texts. Since tiveye unskilled in the use of pen and ink, they
would be little tempted to write the variant readinfshe prestige-texts into the margins of their

own New Testament manuscripts and would be dgss inclined to make complete copies of
these prestige-texts. And since they were poor, they would be unable to buy new manuscripts
containing these prestige-texts.

For all these reasons, therefore the True Text would continue to circulate among these lowly
Christian folk virtually undisturbed by the io#nce of other texts. Moreover, because it was
difficult for these less prosperous Christiansoliain new manuscripts, they put the ones they
had to maximum use. Thus all these early manusafdtse True Text were eventually worn out.
None of them seems to be extant today. The papyri which do survive seem for the most part to be
prestige-texts which were preserved in the lilesmf ancient Christian schools. According to
Aland (1963), (40) both the Chester Beatty and thénBer Papyri may have been kept at such an
institution. But the papyri with the True Tewere read to pieces by the believing Bible students
of antiquity. In the providence of God they werged by the Church. They survived long enough,
however, to preserve the True (Traditional) NEstament Text during this early period and to
bring it into the period of triumph that followed.

(b) The Triumph of the True New Testament Text (300-1000 A.D.)

The victorious march of the True New Testament Text toward ultimate triumph began in the
4th century. The great 4th-century conflict witle Arian heresy brought orthodox Christians to a
theological maturity which enabled them, under ldeding of the Holy Spirit, to perceive the
superior doctrinal soundness and richness of the Text. In ever increasing numbers Christians
in the higher social brackets abandoned the coprastige-texts which they had been using and
turned to the well worn manuscripts of thpoorer brethren, manuscripts which, though meaner
in appearance, were found in reality to berfarre precious, since they contained the True New
Testament Text. No doubt they paid handsome sums to have copies made of these ancient books,
and this was done so often that these veneddalaments were worn out through much handling
by the scribes. But before these old manuscriptl§i perished, they left behind them a host of
fresh copies made from them and bearing witheghdoTrue Text. Thus it was that the True
(Traditional) Text became the standard text fownd in the vast majority of the Greek New
Testament manuscripts.

(c) Lost Manuscripts of the Traditional Text

During the march of the Traditional (Byzantine) Text toward supremacy many manuscripts
of the Traditional type must have perished Tingestigations of Lake (1928) and his associates
indicate that this was so. "Why," he asked, thsre only a few fragments (even in the two oldest
of the monastic collections, Sinai and St. Jalshich come from a date earlier than the 10th
century? There must have been in existence rtamysands of manuscripts of the gospels in the
great days of Byzantine prosperity, between the 4th and the 10th centuries. There are now extant
but a pitiably small number. Moreover, the amount of direct genealogy which has been detected
in extant codices is almost negligible. Nor are many known manuscripts sister codices." (41)

As a result of these investigations, Lake found it "hard to resist the conclusion that the
scribes usually destroyed their exemplars wtiey copied the sacred books." (42) If Lake's
hypothesis is correct, then the manuscripts tilosly to be destroyed would be those containing
the Traditional Text. For these were the ones lkwere copied most during the period between



the 4th and the 10th centuries, as is proved byabethat the vast majority of the later Greek
New Testament manuscripts are of the Tradititye. The Gothic version moreover, was made
about 350 A.D. from manuscripts of the Traditional type which are no longer extant. Perhaps
Lake's hypothesis can account for their disappearance.

By the same token, the survival of old uncial manuscripts of the Alexandrian and Western
type, such agleph, B.andD, was due to the fact that they were rejected by the Church and not
read or copied but allowed to rest relatwelndisturbed on the library shelves of ancient
monasteries. Burgon (1883) pointed this out long ago, and it is most significant that his
observation was confirmed more than 40 years later by the researches of Lake.

(d) The Church as an Organism

When we say that the Holy Spirit guided @burch to preserve the True New Testament
Text, we are not speaking of the Church as an organization but of the Churobrgarasm.We
do not mean that in the latter part of the 4th century the Holy Spirit guided the bishops to the True
Text and that then the bishops issued decreatdéoguidance of the common people. This would
have been a return to Old Testament bondageé altogether out of accord with the New
Testament principle of the universal priesthood of believers. Investigations indicate that the Holy
Spirit's guidance worked in precisely the oppodiieection. The trend toward the True
(Traditional) Text began with the common people, the rank and file, and then rapidly built up
such strength that the bishops and other offigiatlers were carried along with it. Chrysostom,
for example, does not seem to have initiated this trend, for, as stated above, studies by Geerlings
and New and by Dicks indicate that Chrysostom did not always use the Traditional Text.

There is evidence that the triumphal marchtred Traditional (Byzantine) Text met with
resistance in certain quarters. There wermescscribes and scholars who were reluctant to
renounce entirely their faulty Western, Alexgian, and Caesarean texts. And so they
compromised by following sometimes their falsetideand sometimes the True (Traditional) Text.
Thus arose those classes of mixed manuscripts described by von Soden and other scholars. This
would explain also the non-Traditional readingsich Colwell and his associates have found in
certain portions of the lectionary manuscripts. (A8Y if Birdsall is right in his contention that
Photius (815-897), patriarch of Constantinople, @wstrily used the Caesarean text, (44) this too
must be regarded as a belated effort on thegbdhis learned churchman to keep up the struggle
against the Traditional Text. But his endeavor was in vain. Even before his time the God-guided
preference of the common people for the True (Traditional) New Testament Text had prevailed,
causing it to be adopted generally throughout the Greek-speaking Church.

5. The Ancient Versions And The Providence of God

It was the Greek-speaking Church especialhich was the object of God's providential
guidance regarding the New Testament text becthisevas the Church to which the keeping of
the Greek New Testament had been committed. But this divine guidance was by no means
confined to those ancient Christians who spGkeek. On the contrary, indications can be found
in the ancient New Testament versions of this same God-guided movement of the Church away
from readings which were false and misleadiand toward those which were true and
trustworthy. This evidencean be summarized as follows:

(a) The Providence of God in the Syrian Church



In the Syrian Church this God-guided trend away from false New Testament texts and
toward the True is clearly seen. Accordingalb investigators from Burkitt (1904) to Voobus
(1954), (45) the Western text, representedThgian's Diatessaron (Gospel Harmony) and the
Curetonian and Sinaitic Syriac manuscripts ciradawidely in the Syrian Church until about the
middle of the 4th century. After this date, howevthis intrusive Western text was finally
rejected, and the whole Syrian Church returnethéouse of the ancient Peshitta Syriac version,
which is largely of the Traditional (Byzantine)tdype. In other words, the Syrian Church as
well as the Greek was led by God's guiding hand back to the True Text.

(b) The Providence of God in the Latin Church

Among the Latin-speaking Christians of the¥$Vthe substitution of Jerome's Latin Vulgate
for the OId Latin version may fairly be regarded as a movement toward the Traditional
(Byzantine) Text. The Vulgate New Testamena isevised text which Jerome (384) says that he
made by comparing the Old Latin version with "old Greek" manuscripts. According to Hort, one
of the Greek manuscripts which dere used was closely related @@dex A which is of the
Traditional text-type. "By a curious and apgatly unnoticed coincidence the textAdfn several
books agrees with the Latin Vulgate in so maagyiar readings devoid of Old Latin attestation
as to leave little doubt that a Greek manuscripteigrgmployed by Jerome in his revision of the
Latin version must have had to a great extent a common originalwi(46)

In this instance, Hort's judgment seems undouypteairect, for the agreement of the Latin
Vulgate with the Traditional Text is obvious, laast in the most important passages, such as,
Christ's agony (Luke 22:43-44father forgive them (Luke 23:34), and the ascension (Luke
24:51). Kenyon (1937) (47) lists 24uch passages in tli@ospels in which the Western text (
represented bfp, Old Latin) and the Alexandrian text (representecdAl®ph B differ from each
other. In these 24hstances the Latin Vulgate agreestitites with the Western text, 11 times
with the Alexandrian text, and 22 times withetfiraditional Text (represented by the Textus
Receptus). In fact, the only important readimgsegard to which the Latin Vulgate disagrees
with the Traditional New Testament Text are dwnclusion of the Lord's Prayer (Matt. 6:13),
certain clauses of the Lord's Prayer (Luke 11:2-4), and the angel at the pool (John 5:4). In this last
passage, however, the official Roman Catholic Vulgate agrees with the Traditional Text. Another
telltale fact is thepresence in the Latin Vulgate of four of Hort's eight so-called "conflate
readings.” Although these readings are not at alhflate”, nevertheless, they do seem to be one
of the distinctive characteristics of the Traditibfiaxt, and the presence of four of them in the
Latin Vulgate is most easily explained by supposing that Jerome employed Traditional
(Byzantine) manuscripts in the making of the Latin Vulgate text.

There are also a few passages in which thiéenDNaulgate has preserved the true reading
rather than the Greek Traditional New Testament Text. As we shall see in the next chapter, these
few true Latin Vulgate readings were later incogted into the Textus Receptus, the first printed
Greek New Testament text, under the guiding providence of God.

(c) The Providence of God in the Coptic (Egyptian) Church

Thus during the 4th and 5th centuries among the Syriac-speaking Christians of the East, the
Greek-speaking Christians of the Byzantine empand the Latin-speaking Christians of the
West the same tendency was at work, namely, a God-guided trend away from the false Western
and Alexandrian texts and toward the True Traddl Text. At a somewhat later date, moreover,



this tendency was operative also among the Cdphdstians of Egypt. An examination of
Kenyon's 24 passages, for example, discloses 1&nitest in which come of the manuscripts of
the Bohairic (Coptic) version agree with the Textus Receptus adgdemt Band the remaining
Bohairic manuscripts. This indicates that tinese important passages the readings of the
Traditional Text had been adopted by some of the Coptic scribes.

(d) The Trend Toward the Orthodox Traditional Text — How to Explain I1t?

During the Middle Ages, therefore, in every land there appeared a trend toward the
orthodox Traditional (Byzantine) Text. Since theyslaf Griesbach naturalistic textual critics
have tried to explain this fact by attributingadtthe influence of "monastic piety." According to
these critics, the monks in the Greek mon@sseinvented the orthodox readings of the
Traditional Text and then multiplied copies ofthext until it achieved supremacy. But if the
Traditional (Byzantine) Text had been the prodofcGreek monastic piety, it would not have
remained orthodox, for this piety included many essuch as the worship of Mary, of the saints,
and of images and pictures. If the Greek monks had invented the Traditional Text, then surely
they would have invented readings favoring thesers and superstitions. But as a matter of fact
no such heretical readings occur in the Traditional Text.

Here, then, we have a truly astonishing factclvmo naturalistic histdgin or textual critic
can explain. Not only in the Greek Church but also throughout all Christendom the medieval
period was one of spiritual decline and doctrinakagtion. But in spite of this growth of error
and superstition the New Testament text most widely read and copied in the medieval Greek
Church was the orthodox, Traditional (Byzantine) Text. And not only so but also in the other
regions of Christendom there was a trend toward this same Traditional Text. How shall we
account for this unique circumstance? There is only possible explanation, and this is found in
God's special, providential care over the New dimsint text. All during this corrupt medieval
period God by His providence kept alive the Greek Church a priesthood of believers
characterized by a reverence for and an interdbeimoly Scriptures. It was by them that most of
the New Testament manuscripts were cope it was by them that the Traditional New
Testament Text was preserved. In this Traditidrelt, found in the vast majority of the Greek
New Testament manuscripts, no readings occuclwfavor Mary worship, saint-worship, or
image-worship. On the contrary, the Traditiomakt was kept pure from these errors and gained
ground everywhere. Was this not a manifestation of God's singular care and providence operating
through the universal priesthood of believers?

(e) The Protestant Reformation—A Meeting of East and West

In spite of the corruption of the medievale@k Church, the True Text of the Greek New
Testament was preserved in that Churcbuph the God-guided priesthood of believers. These
were pious folk, often laymen, who though sharingniany of the errors of their day, still had a
saving faith in Christ and a reverence for the I&dyiptures. But, someone may ask, if there were
such a group of believers in the Medieval Gr&turch, why did not this group finally produce
the Protestant Reformation? Why did the Protestant Reformation take place in Western Europe
rather than in Eastern Europe in the territoryhef Roman Church rather than in that of the Greek
Church?

This question can be answered, at least in part, linguistically. From the very beginning the
leaders of the Greek Church, being Greeksiewsaturated with Greek philosophy. Hence in
presenting the Gospel to their fellow Greeks they tended to emphasize those doctrines which



seemed to them most important philosophically and to neglect the doctrines of sin and grace, a
neglect which persisted throughout the medievabpeiience, even if the Greek Church had not
been overrun by the Turks at the end of the Middle Ages it still could not have produced the
Protestant Reformation, since it lacked the thgchl ingredients for such a mighty, spiritual
explosion

In the Western Church the situation wadfedent. Here the two theological giants,
Tertullian and Augustine, were Latin-speakiagd not at home, apparently, in the Greek
language. Consequently they were less influenmedhe errors of Greek philosophy and left
more free to expound the distinctive doctrineshef Christian faith. Hence from these two great
teachers there entered into the doctrinal esysiof the Roman Church a slender flame of
evangelical truth which was never entirely quenched even by the worst errors of the medieval
period and which blazed forth eventually as the bright beacon of the Protestant Reformation. (48)
This occurred after the Greek New Testament Text finally been published in Western Europe.
Hence the Protestant Reformation may rightlydgarded as a meeting of the East and West.

(f) A New Reformation—Why the Ingredients Are Still Lacking

The length to which Hort would go in his rejection of the Traditional Text is seen in his
treatment of Mark 6:22. Here the Western manus€ripgrees with the Alexandrian manuscripts
B Aleph L Delta238 565 in relating that the girl whortzed before Herod and demanded the
Baptist's head as payment for her shameful pedace was not the daughter of Herodias, as the
Traditional Text (in agreement with all the athextant manuscripts and the ancient versions)
states, but Herod's own daughter named Herodias. Hort actually adopted this reading, but
subsequent scholars have nppved his choice. As M. R. Vincent (1899) truly remarked
concerning this strange reading, " . . . it is safsap that Mark could not have intended this. The
statement directly contradicts Josephus, who says that the name of the damsel was Salome, and
that she was the daughter of Herod Philip, byddias, who did not leave her husband until after
Salome's birth. It is, moreover, most imprbleathat even Herod the Tetrarch would have
allowed his own daughter thus to degradeséie" (49) And even Goodspeed (1923), who
usually follows Hort religiously, here read#hwthe Traditional Text, "Herodias' own daughter."

Thus even Hort's disciples and admirers haveiteld that here in Mark 6:22 he by no means
exhibits that "almost infallible judgment" whicBouter (1912) attributed to him. (50) Isn't it
strange therefore that for almost one hundredsysamany conservative Christian scholars have
followed the Westcott and Hort text so slavjstdnd rejected and vilified the text of the
Protestant Reformation? Unless this attitudehanged, the ingredients of a hew Reformation
will still be lacking.



CHAPTER EIGHT

THE TEXTUS RECEPTUS AND
THE KING JAMES VERSION

What about all the modern Bible versioasd paraphrases which are being sold today by
bookstores and publishing houses? Are all these mesgeeech Bibles "holy" Bibles? Does God
reveal Himself in them? Ought Christians tpda rely on them for guidance and send the King
James Version into honorable retirement? In ordemswer these questions let us first consider
the claims of the Textus Receptus and thegKklames Version and then those of the modern
versions that seek to supplant them.

1. Three Alternative Views OFhe Textus Receptus (Received Text)

One of the leading principles of the Protestant Reformation was the sole and absolute
authority of the holy Scriptures. The New Testatrtert in which early Protestants placed such
implicit reliance was th@extus ReceptyReceived Text), which was first printed in 1516 under
the editorship of Erasmus. Was this confident¢hese early Protestants misplaced? There are
three answers to this question whinhy be briefly summarized as follows:

(a) The Naturalistic, Critical View of the Textus Receptus

Naturalistic textual critics, of course, for yedrave not hesitated to say that the Protestant
Reformers were badly mistaken in their retia upon the Textus Receptus. According to these
scholars, the Textus Receptus is the worst Nestament text that ever existed and must be
wholly discarded. One of the first to take teisnd openly was Richard Bentley, the celebrated
English philologian. In an apology written in 1748 developed the party line which naturalistic
critics have used ever since to sell their \@etw conservative Christians. (1) New Testament
textual criticism, he asserted, has nothing to dh Whristian doctrine since the substance of
doctrine is the same even in the worst manuscrigiien he added that the New Testament text
has suffered less injury by the hand of time ttfentext of any profane author. And finally, he
concluded by saying that we cannot begin the stidire New Testament text with any definite
belief concerning the nature ofo@s providential preservation of the Scriptures. Rather we must
begin our study from a neutral standpoint and takow the results of this neutral method to
teach us what God's providential preservatiorthef New Testament text actually has been. In
other words, we begin with agnosticism and wowkselves into faith gradually. Some seminaries
still teach this party line.

(b) The High Anglican View of the Textus Receptus

This was the view of Dean J. W. Burgon, Rnetary F. H. A. Scrivener, and Prebendary
Edward Miller. These conservative New Testantertual critics were not Protestants but high
Anglicans. Being high Anglicans, they recognized only three ecclesiastical bodies as true
Christian churches, namely, the Greek Cath@iwrch, the Roman Catholic Church, and the
Anglican Church, in which they themselves officiated. Only these three communions, they
insisted, had the "apostolic succession." Only thhsee, they maintained, were governed by



bishops who had been consecrated by earliGBlops and so on back in an unbroken chain to the
first bishops, who had been consecrated byAihastles through the laying on of hands. All other
denominations these high Anglicans dismissed as mere "sects."

It was Burgon's high Anglicanism which led him to place so much emphasis on the New
Testament quotations of the Church Fathers, most of whom had been bishops. To him these
guotations were vital because they proved that the Traditional New Testament Text found in the
vast majority of the Greek manuscripts haski authorized from the very beginning by the
bishops of the early Church, or at least by the majority of these bishops. This high Anglican
principle, however, failed Burgon when he camealéal with the printed Greek New Testament
text. For from Reformation times down to his own day the printed Greek New Testament text
which had been favored by the bishops of timglican Church was the Textus Receptus, and the
Textus Receptus had not been prepared blgopis but by Erasmus, who was an independent
scholar. Still worse, from Burgon's standpoint, was the fact that the particular form of the Textus
Receptus used in the Church of England wagtting edition of Stephanus, who was a Calvinist.

For these reasons, therefore, Burgon and Sweiviboked askance at the Textus Receptus and
declined to defend it except in so far as it agne#h the Traditional Text found in the majority
of the Greek New Testament manuscripts.

This position, however, is illogical. If we belieue the providential preservation of the New
Testament text, then we must defend the TeRieseptus as well as the Traditional Text found in
the majority of the Greek manuscripts. For thetlis Receptus is the only form in which this
Traditional Text has circulated in print. To tire to defend the Textus Receptus is to give the
impression that God's providential preservation of the New Testament text ceased with the
invention of printing. It is to suppose thab& having preserved a pure New Testament text all
during the manuscript period, unaccountably left this pure text hiding in the manuscripts and
allowed an inferior text to issue from the printing press and circulate among His people for more
than 450 years. Much, then, as we admire Bufgohis general orthodoxy and for his is defense
of the Traditional New Testament Text, we canfodiow him in his high Anglican emphasis or
in his disregard for the Textus Receptus

(c) The Orthodox Protestant View of the Textus Receptus

The defense of the Textus Receptus, tloeegfis a necessary part of the defense of
Protestantism. It is entailed by the logicfaith, the basic steps of which are as followisst, the
Old Testament text was preserved by the Old Testament priesthood and the scribes and scholars
that grouped themselves around that priesthood (Deut. 31:2&@26)ndthe New Testament
text has been preserved by the universal priestibbdetlievers by faithful Christians in every
walk of life (1 Peter 2:9)Third, the Traditional Text, found in the vast majority of the Greek
New Testament manuscripts, is the True Teddawse it represents the God-guided usage of this
universal priesthood of believefsourth, The first printed text of the Greek New Testament was
not a blunder or a set-back but a forward step in the providential preservation of the New
Testament. Hence the few significant departurethaf text from the Traditional Text are only
God's providential corrections of the Traditional Text in those few places in which such
corrections were needeHifth, through the usage of Bible-believing Protestants God placed the
stamp of His approval on this first printecktieand it became the Textus Receptus (Received
Text).

Hence, as orthodox Protestant Christians, wkel® that the formation of the Textus
Receptus was guided by the special providence of God. Therethweeaways in which the



editors of the Textus Receptus Erasmus, Steph@erm, and the Elzevirs, were providentially
guided. In thdirst place, they were guided by the manuscripts which God in His providence had
made available to them. In tisecondplace, they were guided by the providential circumstances

in which they found themselves. Then in thied place, and most of all, they were guided by the
commorfaith. Long before the Protestant Reformation, the God-guided usage of the Church had
produced throughout Western Christendom a common faith concerning the New Testament text,
namely, a general belief that the currently received New Testament text, primarily the Greek text
and secondarily the Latin text, was the TruavNestament Text which had been preserved by
God's special providence. It was this common faith that guided Erasmus and the other early
editors of the Textus Receptus.

2. How Erasmus and His Successtasre Guided By the Common Faith

When we believe in Christ, the logic of faitbads us first, to a belief in the infallible
inspiration of the original Scripturesecondto a belief in the providential preservation of this
original text down through the ages ahitd, to a belief in the Bible text current among believers
as the providentially preserved original text. Tlishe common faith which has always been
present among Christians. For Christ and His Wasedinseparable, and faith in Him and in the
holy Scriptures has been the common characteridtiall true believers from the beginning.
Always they have regarded the current Biblet tas the infallibly inspired and providentially
preserved True Text. Origen, for example, ie tBrd century, was expressing the faith of all
when he exclaimed to Africanus "Are we gappose that that Providence which in the sacred
Scriptures has ministered to the edificatioralbfthe churches of Christ had no thought for those
bought with a price, for whom Christ died!" (2)

This faith, however, has from time to time beestalited by the intrusion of unbiblical ideas.
For example, many Jews and early Christians watighat the inspiration of the Old Testament
had been repeated three times. Accordinghtom, not only had the original Old Testament
writers been inspired but also Ezra, who rewrdie whole Old Testament after it had been lost.
And the Septuagint likewise, they maintainé@dd been infallibly inspired. Also the Roman
Catholics have distorted the common faith by their false doctrine that the authority of the
Scriptures rests on the authority of the Church. It was this erroneous view that led the Roman
Church to adopt the Latin Vulgate ratht#ran the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures as its
authoritative Bible. And finally, many conservative Christians today distort the common faith by
their adherence to the theories of naturalistisvNestament textual criticism. They smile at the
legends concerning Ezra and tBeptuagint, but they themselves have concocted a myth even
more absurd, namely, that the true New Testartext was lost for more than 1,.500 years and
then restored by Westcott and Hort.

But in spite of these distortions due to humamasid error this common faith in Christ and in
His Word has persisted among believers from days of the Apostles until now, and God has
used this common faith providentially to presettve holy Scriptures. Let us how consider how it
guided Erasmus and his successors in their editorial labors on the Textus Receptus.

(a) The Life of Erasmus—A Brief Review
Erasmus was born at Rotterdam in 1466, the illegitimate son of a priest but well cared for by

his parents. After their early death he was given the best education available to a young man of
his day at first at Deventer and then at the Augustinian monastery at Steyn. In 1492 he was



ordained priest, but there is no record thagVver functioned as such. By 1495 he was studying in
Paris. In 1499 he went to England, where he ntledelpful friendship of John Colet, later dean
of St. Paul's who quickened his interest in loiilistudies. He then went back to France and the
Netherlands. In 1505 he againitesl England and then passed three years in Italy. In 1509 he
returned to England for the third time and taugth€Cambridge University until 1514. In 1515 he
went to Basel, where he published his New Testainetb16, then back to the Netherlands for a
sojourn at the University of Louvain. Then teturned to Basel in 1521 and remained there until
1529, in which year he removed to the impettan of Freiburg-im-Breisgau. Finally, in 1535,

he again returned to Basel and died there thawing year in the midst of his Protestant friends,
without relations of any sort, so far as kmgwvith the Roman Catholic Church. (3)

One might think that all this moving around wabtlave interfered with Erasmus’ activity as a
scholar and writer, but quite thevegse is true. By his travels nas brought into contact with all
the intellectual currents of his time and stimulate@lmost superhuman efforts. He became the
most famous scholar and author of his day andadrtee most prolific writers of all time, his
collected works filling ten large volumes in the Leclerc edition of 1705 (phototyped by Olms in
1962). (4) As an editor also his productivity wesmnendous. Ten columns of the catalogue of the
library in the British Museum are taken up withethare enumeration of the works translated,
edited, or annotated by Erasmus, and their sues# reprints. Included are the greatest names of
the classical and patristic world, such as Aosler, Aristotle, Augustine, Basil, Chrysostom,
Cicero, and Jerome. (5) An almost unbelievable showing.

To conclude, there was no man in all Europtebegrepared than Erasmus for the work of
editing the first printed Greek New Testament textd this is why, we may well believe, God
chose him and directed him providentially in the accomplishment of this task.

(b) Erasmus Guided by the Common Faéh— Factors Which Influenced Him

In order to understand how Galiided Erasmus providentially let us consider the three
alternative views which were held in Erasmdays concerning the preservation of the New
Testament text, namely, theimanisticview, thescholasticview, and thecommonview, which
we have called theommon faith.

The humanisticview was well represented by the writings of Laurentius Valla (1405-57), a
famous scholar of the Italian renaissan®alla emphasized the importance of language.
According to him, the decline of civilization the dark ages was duettte decay of the Greek
and Latin languages. Hence it was only through the study of classical literature that the glories of
ancient Greece and Rome could be recaptured. ¥ltawrote a treatise on the Latin Vulgate,
comparing it with certain Greek New Testarmemanuscripts which he had in his possession.
Erasmus, who from his youth had been an admirer of Valla found a manuscript of Valla's treatise
in 1504 and had it printed in the following yeé#n. this work Valla favored the Greek New
Testament text over the Vulgate. The Latin w@ften differed from the Greek, he reported. Also
there were omissions and additions in the Latinslation, and the Greek wording was generally
better than that of the Latin. (6)

Thescholasticheologians, on the other hand, warmly defended the Latin Vulgate as the only
true New Testament text. In 1514 Martin Dorptloé University of Louvain wrote to Erasmus
asking him not to publish his forthcoming GreeknNEestament. Dorp argued that if the Vulgate
contained falsifications of the original Scupes and errors, the Church would have been wrong
for many centuries, which was impossible. Tieéerences of most Church Councils to the



Vulgate, Dorp insisted, proved that the Churcmsidered this Latin version to be the official
Bible and not the Greek New Testament, whibk, maintained, had been corrupted by the
heretical Greek Church. (7) And after Erashfdseek New Testament had been published in
1516, Stunica, a noted Spanish scholar, accusafdbiéing an open condemnation of the Latin
Vulgate, the version of the Church. (8) Amdbout the same time Peter Sutor, once of the
Sorbonne and later a Carthusian monk, declared'thet one point the Vulgate were in error,
the entire authority of holy Scripture would collapse.” (9)

Believing Bible students today are often accused of taking the same extreme position in
regard to the King James Version that Peter Sotmk more than 450 years ago in regard to the
Latin Vulgate. But this is false. We take timrd position which we have mentioned, namely, the
commonview. In Erasmus' day this view occagithe middle ground between the humanistic
view and the scholastic view. Those that hifid view acknowledged that the Scriptures had
been providentially preserved down through the ages. They did not, however, agree with the
scholastic theologians in tying this providiah preservation to the Latin Vulgate. On the
contrary, along with Laurentius Valla and othmmmanists, they asserted the superiority of the
Greek New Testament text.

This common view remained a faith rather tlaawell articulated theory. No one at that time
drew the logical but unpalatable conclusion that@reek Church rather than the Roman Church
had been the providentially appointed guardiathefNew Testament text. But this view, though
vaguely apprehended, was widely held, so much so that it may justly be called the common view.
Before the Council of Trent (1546) it was favored by some of the highest officials of the Roman
Church, notably, it seems, by Leo X, who was pope from 1513 to 1521 and to whom Erasmus
dedicated his New Testament. Erasmus' closadsi@lso, John Colet, for example, and Thomas
More and Jacques Lefevre, all of whom likeaginus sought to reform the Roman Catholic
Church from within, likewise adhered to thiemmon view. Even the scholastic theologian
Martin Dorp was finally persuaddry Thomas More to adopt it." (10)

In the days of Erasmus, therefore, it was camiy believed by well informed Christians that
the original New Testament text had been piemtially preserved in the current New Testament
text, primarily in the current Greek text and aedarily in the current Latin text. Erasmus was
influenced by this common faith and probably sldait, and God used it providentially to guide
Erasmus in his editorial labors on the Textus Receptus.

(c) Erasmus' Five Editions of the Textus Receptus

Between the years 1516 and 1535 Erasmus published five editions of the Greek New

Testament. In the first edition (1516) the text was preceded by a dedication to Pope Leo X, an
exhortation to the reader, a discussion of thehotetused, and a defense of this method. Then
came the Greek New Testament text accompanieBragmus' own Latin translation, and then
this was followed by Erasmus' notes, giving his comments on the text. In his 2nd edition (1519)
Erasmus revised both his Greek text and his owim lteanslation. His substitution in John 1:1 of
sermo(speech) fowerbum(word), the rendering of the Latin \gate, aroused much controversy.
The 3rd edition (1522) is chiefly remarkable tbe inclusion of 1 John 5:7, which had been
omitted in the previous editions. The 4th aiiti(1527) contained the Greek text, the Latin
Vulgate, and Erasmus' Latin translation inethiparallel columns. The 5th edition (1535) omitted
the Vulgate, thus resuming the practice of printimg Greek text and the version of Erasmus side
by side. (11)



(d) The Greek Manuscripts Used by Erasmus

When Erasmus came to Basel in July, 1515, to begin his work, he found five Greek New
Testament manuscripts ready for his use. Thesaow designated by the following numbers: 1
(an 11th-century manuscript of the Gospels, Aatal Epistles), 2 (a 15th-century manuscript of
the Gospels), 2ap (a 12th-14th-century manusofiptcts and the Epistles), 4ap (a 15th-century
manuscript of Acts and the Epistles), and 1t2&h-century manuscript of Revelation). Of these
manuscripts Erasmus used 1 and 4ap only ameally. In the Gospels Acts, and Epistles his
main reliance was on 2 and 2ap. (12)

Did Erasmus use other manuscripts beside tfiesén preparing his Textus Receptus? The
indications are that he did. According W8. Schwarz (1955), Erasmus made his own Latin
translation of the New Testament at Oxford during the years 1505-6. His friend, John Colet who
had become Dean of St. Paul's, lent him twbrnLeanuscripts for this undertaking, but nothing
is known about the Greek manuscripts whichused. (13) He must have used some Greek
manuscripts or other, however, and taken notes on them. Presumably therefore he brought these
notes with him to Basel along with his translation and his comments on the New Testament text.
It is well known also that Erasmus looked for msgripts everywhere during his travels and that
he borrowed them from everyone he coutbnce although the Textus Receptus was based
mainly on the manuscripts which Erasmus found at Basel, it also included readings taken from
others to which he had access. It agreéith the common faith because it was founded on
manuscripts which in the providence of God were readily available.

(e) Erasmus' Notes—His Knowledge of Variant Readings and Critical Problems

Through his study of the writings of Jerome and other Church Fathers Erasmus became very
well informed concerning the variant readingstltsd New Testament text. Indeed almost all the
important variant readings known to scholarday were already known to Erasmus more than
460 years ago and discussed in the notes (previpuspared) which he placed after the text in
his editions of the Greek New Testament. Héoe,example, Erasmus dealt with such problem
passages as the conclusion of the Lord's Prayatt(l8L13), the interview of the rich young man
with Jesus (Matt. 19:17-22), the ending of Mélkkark 16:9-20), the angelic song (Luke 2:14),
the angel, agony, and bloody sweat omitted (L2R&l3-44), the woman taken in adultery (John
7:53 - 8:11), and the mystery of godliness (I Tim. 3:16).

In his notes Erasmus placed before the readéronly ancient discussions concerning the
New Testament text but also debates which took place in the early Church over the New
Testament canon and the authorship of somh@New Testament books, especially Hebrews,
James, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, Jude and Revelalot only did he mention the doubts reported
by Jerome and the other Church Fathers, but also added some objections of his own. However, he
discussed these matters somewhat warily, declaimgelf willing at any time to submit to "The
consensus of public opinion and especially to thinaity of the Church." (14) In short, he
seemed to recognize that in reopening the question of the New Testament canon he was going
contrary to the common faith.

But if Erasmus was cautious in his notes, much more was he so in his text, for this is what
would strike the reader's eye immediately. etem the editing of his Greek New Testament text
especially Erasmus was guided by the common iiaithe current text. And back of this common
faith was the controlling providence of God.rRhis reason Erasmus' humanistic tendencies do
not appear in the Textus Receptus which he produced. Although not himself outstanding as a man



of faith, in his editorial labors on this text s providentially influenced and guided by the
faith of others. In spite of his humanistic tendea&Erasmus was clearly used of God to place the
Greek New Testament text in print, just as fialuther was used of God to bring in the
Protestant Reformation in spite of the fact thatt least at first, he shared Erasmus' doubts
concerning Hebrews, James, Jude and Revelation. (15)

(f) Latin Vulgate Readings in the Textus Receptus

The God who brought the New Testament text safely through the ancient and medieval
manuscript period did not fumble when it came timeramsfer this text to the modern printed
page. This is the conviction which guides tbelieving Bible student as he considers the
relationship of the printed Textus Receptughe Traditional New Testament text found in the
majority of the Greek New Testament manuscripts.

These two texts are virtually identical. Kirsopp Lake and his associates (1928) demonstrated
this fact in their intensiveesearches in the Traditional texthich they called the Byzantine
text). Using their collations, they came to tlencusion that in the 11th chapter of Mark, "the
most popular text in the manuscripts of the taatthe fourteenth century" (16) differed from the
Textus Receptus only four times. This small bemof differences seems almost negligible in
view of the fact that in this same chaptéeph, B.andD) differ from the Textus Receptus 69,71,
and 95 times respectively. Also add to tthie fact that in this same chapBediffers fromAleph
34times and fronD 102 times and thatlephdiffers fromD 100 times.

There are, however, a few places in which Teetus Receptus differs from the Traditional
text found in the majority of the Greek Newvestament manuscripts. The most important of these
differences are due to the fact that Erasmus, infled by the usage of the Latin-speaking Church
in which he was reared, sometimes followed the Latin Vulgate rather than the Traditional Greek
text.

Are the readings which Erasmus thus aduiced into the Textus Receptus necessarily
erroneous'? By no means ought we to infer this.itHe inconceivable that the divine providence
which had preserved the New Testament text during the long ages of the manuscript period
should blunder when at last this text wasnadtted to the printing press. According to the
analogy of faith, then, we conclude that thextus Receptus was a further step in God's
providential preservation of the New Testament text and that these few Latin Vulgate readings
which were incorporated into the Textusdeptus were genuine readings which had been
preserved in the usage of the Latin-speakihgréh. Erasmus, we may well believe, was guided
providentially by the common faith to includestte readings in his printed Greek New Testament
text. In the Textus Receptus God correcteel fbw mistakes of any consequence which yet
remained in the Traditional New Testament w&ixthe majority of the Greek manuscripts.

The following are some of the most familiar angpbortant of those relatively few Latin Vulgate
readings which, though not part of the TraditioGaeek text, seem to have been placed in the
Textus Receptus by the direction of God's spgmial/idence and therefore are to be retained.
The reader will note that these Latin Vulgate iegs are also found in other ancient withesses,
namely, old Greek manuscripts, versions, and Fathers.

Matt. 10:8 raise the dead, ismitted by the majority of the Greek manuscripts. This
reading is present, however, Ateph B C D 1the Latin Vulgate, and the
Textus Receptus.



Matt. 27: 35

John 3:25

Acts 8:37

Acts 9:5

Acts 9:6

Acts 20:28

Rom. 16:25-27

that it might be fulfilled which wageken by the prophet, They parted My
garments among them, and upon My vesture did they casPletsent in
Eusebius (c. 325), 1 and other "Caesarean" manuscripts, the Harclean
Syriac, the Old Latin, the Vulgatené the Textus Receptus. Omitted by the
majority of the Greek manuscripts.

Then there arose a questioning between some of John's disciples and the
Jewsabout purifying.Pap 66 Aleph,1 and other "Caesarean" manuscripts,
the Old Latin, the Vulgate, and the Textus Receptus tteadewsPap 75,

B. the Peshitta, and the majority of the Greek manuscripts aekuly.

And Philip said, If thou beievest with all shine heart, thou mayest. And he
answered and said, | believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of Gdd.AAs
Alexander (1857) suggested, thisrses though genuine, was omitted by
many scribes, "as unfriendly to the practice of delaying baptism, which had
become common, if not prevalent, before the end of the 3rd century." (17)
Hence the verse is absent from the migjmf the Greek manuscripts. But it

is present in some of them, including E (6th Brcentury). It is cited by
Irenaeus (c. 180) and Cyprian (c.25@)as found in the Old Latin and the
Vulgate. In his notes Erasmus says that he took this reading from the margin
of 4ap and incorporated it into the Textus Receptus.

it is hard for thee to kick against the prick#is reading is absent here from
the Greek manuscripts but present i Qatin manuscripts and in the Latin
Vulgate known to Erasmus. It is present also at the end of Acts E4 in
431, the Peshitta, and certain manuscrigitdhe Latin Vulgate. In Acts
26:14, however, this reading is present in all the Greek manuscripts. In his
notes Erasmus indicates that he took this reading from Acts 26:14 and
inserted it here.

And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?
and the Lord said unto hinThis reading is found in the Latin Vulgate and

in other ancient witnesses. It iabsent, however, from the Greek
manuscripts, due, according to LakelaCadbury (1933), "to the paucity of
Western Greek texts and the absenc® @t this point." (18) In his notes
Erasmus indicates that this reading is a translation made by him from the
Vulgate into Greek.

Church of GodHere the majority of the Greek manuscripts réaurch of

the Lord and GodThe Latin Vulgate, however, and the Textus Receptus
read,Church ofGod, which is also the reading ofefsh B and other ancient
witnesses.

In the majority of the manuscripts this doxology is placed at the end of
chapter 14. In the Latin Vulgate andetifiextus Receptus it is placed at the
end of chapter 16 and this is also the position it occupiédeph B Cand
D.



Rev. 22:19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the book of I§ecording to Hoskier,
all the Greek manuscripts, except possibly one or two, tesalpf life.The
Textus Receptus readsook of life,with the Latin Vulgate (including the
very old Vulgate manuscripf), the Bohairic version, Ambrose (d. 397),
and the commentaries of Primasius (6th century) and Haymo (9th
century). This is one of the verses which Erasmus is said to have translated
from Latin into Greek. But Hoskieseems to doubt that Erasmus did this,
suggesting that he may hafatlowed Codex 141. (19)

(g) The Human Aspect of the Textus Receptus

God works providentially through sinful anf@llible human beings, and therefore His
providential guidance has its human as well agliitgie side. And these human elements were
evident in the first edition (1516) of the TexReceptus. For one thing, the work was performed
so hastily that the text was disfigured with a great number of typographical errors. These
misprints, however, were soon eliminated by Emasmimself in his later editions and by other
early editors and hence are not a factor which nede taken into account in any estimate of the
abiding value of the Textus Receptus.

The few typographical errors which still remamthe Textus Receptus of Revelation do not
involve important readings. This fact, clearlitributable to God's special providence, can be
demonstrated by a study of H. C. Hoslserionumental commentary on Revelation (1929), (19)
which takes the Textus Receptus as its base. Wergee that the only typographical error worth
noting occurs in Rev.17:8e beast that was, and is not, and yeHiste the readingaiper estin
(and yet isseems to be a misprint flai paresti (and is at handyvhich is the reading of Codex
1r the manuscript which Erasmus used in Revelation.

The last six verses of Codex 1r (Rev. 22:16:2&)e lacking, and its text in other places was
sometimes hard to distinguish from the comtaey of Andreas of Caesarea in which it was
embedded. According to almost all scholargdarus endeavored to supply these deficiencies in
his manuscript by retranslating the Latin Vulgate into Greek. HoskieeVvewwas inclined to
dispute this on the evidence of manuscript 141. (19) In his 4th edition of his Greek New
Testament (1527) Erasmus corrected much ofttaisslation Greek (if it was indeed such) on the
basis of a comparison with the Complutensian PolyBible (which had been printed at Acala in
Spain under the direction of Cardinal Xinesnand published in 1522), but he overlooked some
of it, and this still remains in the Textueéeptus. These readings, however, do not materially
affect the sense of the passages in which tleeyro They are only minor blemishes which can
easily be removed or corrected in marginal notes. The only exceptimoldor tree in Rev.
22:19, a variant which Erasmus could not have daitenotice but must have retained purposely.
Critics blame him for this but here he may h&een guided providentially by the common faith
to follow the Latin Vulgate.

There is one passage in Revelation, howeveshich the critics rather inconsistently, blame
Erasmus fomot moving in the direction of the Latin Vulgate. This is Rev. 22: Blassed are
they that do His commandments, édere, according to Hoskier, (19) Aleph aAdand a few
Greek minuscule manuscripts reagsh their robesand this is the reading favored by the critics.
A few other Greek manuscripts and the Sahidic version heag washed their robeEhe Latin
Vulgate readsvash their robes in the blood of the LanBut the Textus Receptus reading of



Erasmusdo His commandments, fisund in the majority of the Greek manuscripts and in the
Bohairic and Syriac versions anduisdoubtedly the Traditional reading.

It is customary for naturalistic critics to matkee most of human imperfections in the Textus
Receptus and to sneer at it as a mean and aboodid thing. These critics picture the Textus
Receptus as merely a money-making venture on the part of Froben the publisher. Froben, they
say, heard that the Spanish Cardinal Xigsemwas about to publish a printed Greek New
Testament text as part of his great Complutensian Polyglot Bible. In order to get something on the
market first, it is said Froben hired Erasnasshis editor and rushed a Greek New Testament
through his press in less than a year's time.tiBage who concentrate in this way on the human
factors involved in the production of the Textus Receptus are utterly unmindful of the providence
of God. For in the very next year, in the plahGod, the Reformation was to break out in
Wittenberg, and it was important that the Grélw Testament should be published first in one
of the future strongholds of Protestantism by a book seller who was eager to place it in the hands
of the people and not in Spain, the land of the Inquisition, by the Roman Church, which was
intent on keeping the Bible from the people.

(h) Robert Stephanus—His Four Editions of the Textus Receptus

After the death of Erasmus in 1536 God in His providence continued to extend the influence
of the Textus Receptus. One of the agemntsuigh whom He accomplished this was the famous
French printer and scholar Rob&tephanus (1503-59). Robert'shier Henry and his stepfather
Simon de Colines were printers who had publisBéles, and Robert was not slow to follow
their example. In 1523 he published a Latin New Testament, and two times he published the
Hebrew Bible entire. But the most important waie four editions of the Greek New Testament
in 1546, 1549, 1550, and 1551 respectively. These activities aroused the opposition of the Roman
Catholic Church, so much so that in 1550 teswompelled to leave Paris and settle in Geneva,
where he became a Protestant, embracing the Reformed faith. (20)

Stephanus' first two editiond4%46 and 1549) were pocket sizar@e pockets) printed with
type cast at the expense of the King of France. In text they were a compound of the
Complutensian and Erasmian eaiits. Stephanus' 4th edition (1551) was also pocket size. In it
the text was for the first time divided into verses. But most important was Stephanus' 3rd edition.
This was a small folio (8 1/2 by 13 inches) likewsated at royal expense. In the margin of this
edition Stephanus entered variant readingertafrom the Complutensian edition and also 14
manuscripts, one of which is thought to have b@edex D.In text the 3rd and 4th editions of
Stephanus agreed closely with the 5thitiea of Erasmus, which was gaining acceptance
everywhere as the providentially appointed tédtvas the influence no doubt of this common
faith which restrained Stephanus from adoptany of the variant readings which he had
collected. (21)

(i) Calvin's Comments on the New Testament Text

The mention of Geneva leads us immediatelyhink of John Calvin (1509-64), the famous
Reformer who had his headquarters in this.dityhis commentaries (which covered every New
Testament book except 2 and 3 John and Reggr)aCalvin mentions Erasmus by name 78
times, far more often than any other contemporary scholar. Most of these references (72 to be
exact) are criticisms of Erasmus' Latin versiand once (Phil. 2:6) Calvin complains about
Erasmus' refusal to admit thie passage in question teaches deity of Christ. But five
references deal with variant readings which Exassuggested in his notes, and of these Calvin



adopted three. On the basis of these statistexefibre it is perhaps not too much to say that
Calvin disapproved of Erasmus as a translator and theologian but thought better of him as a New
Testament textual critic.

In John 8:59 Calvin follows the Latin Vulgate in omittigging through the midst of them,
and so passed bilere he accepts the suggestion of Erastnasthis clause has been borrowed
from Luke 4:30. And in Heb. | .37 he agrees with Erasmus in omittiage temptedBut in
readings of major importance Calvin rejectd@ opinions of Erasmus. For example, Calvin
dismisses Erasmus' suggestion that the conclusitimedford's Prayer is an interpolation (Matt.
6:13). He ignores Erasmus' discussion of the ending of Mark (Mark 16:9-20). He is more positive
than Erasmus in his acceptance of fleicope de adultergJohn 7:53-8:11). He opposes
Erasmus' attack on the readi@Gpd was manifest in the fleg¢lh Tim.3:16). And he receives 1
John 5:7 as genuine.

To the three variant readings taken fronagfnus' notes Calvin added 18 others. The three
most important of these Calvin took from the Latin Vulgate nami@it instead ofSpirit
(Eph.5:9),Christ instead ofGod (Eph. 5:21)without thy worksnstead ofby thy workgJames
2:18). Calvin also made two conjectural emiations. In James 4:2 he followed Erasmus (2nd
edition) and Luther in changingill to envy. Also he suggested that 1 John 2:14 was an
interpolation because to him it seemed repetitious. (22)

In short, there appears in Calvin as well as in Erasmus a humanistic tendency to treat the New
Testament text like the text of any other book. This tendency, however, was checked and
restrained by the common faith in the current Nlegtament text, a faith in which Calvin shared
to a much greater degree than did Erasmus.

() Theodore Beza's Ten Editions of the New Testament

Theodore Beza (1519-1605), Calvin's discipld auccessor at Geneva, was renowned for his
ten editions of the Greek New Testament rpublished during his lifetime and one after his
death. He is also famous for his Latin tratisin of the New Testament, first published in 1556
and reprinted more than 100 times. Four of Beza's Greek New Testaments are independent folio
editions, but the six others are smaller reprints. The folio editions contain Beza's critical notes,
printed not at the end of the volume, as with Erasmus, but under the text. The dates of these folio
editions are usually given as 1565, 1582, 1588-9, and 1598 respectively. There seems to be some
confusion here, however, because thsra copy at the University of Chicago dated 1560, and
Metzger (1968), following Reuss (1872), talks about a 1559 edition of Beza's Greek New
Testament. (23)

In his edition of 1582 (which Beza calls hisrd edition) Beza listed the textual materials
employed by him. They included the variant readings collected by Robert Stephanus, the Syriac
version published in 1569 by Tremellius, a cors@riewish scholar, and also the Arabic New
Testament version in a Latin translation prepared by Francis Junius, later a son-in-law of
Tremellius. Beza also mentioned two of his own manuscripts.dDtigese wad, the famous
Codex Bezaeontaining the Gospels and Acts, which had been in his possession from 1562 until
1581, in which year he had presented it to the University of Cambridge. The otHe2 vizsdex
Claromontanus,a manuscript of the Pauline Epistles, which Beza had obtained from the
monastery of Clermont in Northern France. Buspite of this collection of materials, Beza in his
text rarely departs from the 4th edition $tiephanus, only 38 times according to Reuss (1872).



(24) This is a remarkable fact which shothe hold which the common faith had upon Beza's
mind.

In his notes Beza defended the readings otdxs which he deemed doctrinally important.
For example, he upheld the genuineness ofkMi6:9-20 against the adverse testimony of
Jerome. "Jerome says this," he concludes. "But in this section | notice nothing which disagrees
with the narratives of the other Evangelists ordatks the style of a different author, and | testify
that this section is found in all the oldest mseripts which | happen to have seen." And in 1
Tim. 3:16 Beza defends the readigpd was manifest in the flesiThe concept itself," he
declares, "demands that we receive this as ratetd the very person of Christ." And concerning
1 John 5:7 Beza says, "It seems to me that this clause ought by all means to be retained.”

On the other hand, Beza confesses doubt concerning some other passages in his text. In Luke
2:14 Beza placegood will toward menn his text but disputes it in his notes. "Nevertheless,
following the authority of Origen, Chrysostom,etlOld (Vulgate) translation, and finally the
sense itself, | should prefer to re@aen) of good will.'In regard also to thpericope de adultera
(John 7:53-8:11) Beza confides, "As far as | am concerned, | do not hide the fact that to me a
passage which those ancient writers reject is jsstbpect.” Also Beza neither defends nor rejects
the conclusion of the Lord's Prayer (Matt. 6:13) but simply observes, "This clause is not written
in the Vulgate edition nor had been included in a second old &)y’ (

The diffident manner in which Beza reveals these doubts shows that he was conscious of
running counter to the views of his fellow beliesieJust as with Erasmus and Calvin, so also
with Beza there was evidently a conflict going on within his mind between his humanistic
tendency to treat the New Testament like attyer book and the common faith in the current
New Testament text. But in the providenceGxfd all was well. God used this common faith
providentially to restrain Beza's humanism aedd him to publish far and wide the true New
Testament text.

Like Calvin, Beza introduced a few conjectural emendations into his New Testament text. In
the providence of God, however, only two of$k were perpetuated in the King James Version,
namely, Romans 7:8hat being dead whereiinstead ofbeing dead tothat wherein,and
Revelation 16:5halt beinstead oholy. In the development of the Textus Receptus the influence
of the common faith kept conjectural emendation down to a minimum.

(K) The Elzevir Editions—The Triumph of the Common Faith

The Elzevirs were a family of Dutch printessth headquarters at Leiden. The most famous
of them was Bonaventure Elzevir, who foundes own printing establishment in 1608 with his
brother Matthew as his partner and later méphew Abraham. In 1624 he published his first
edition of the New Testament and in 1633 his 2nd edition. His texts followed Beza's editions
mainly but also included readings from Erasnthe, Complutensian, and the Latin Vulgate. In
the preface to the 2nd edition the phrasstus Receptumade its first appearance. "You have
therefore the text now received by all (textaim omnibus receptum) in which we give nothing
changed or corrupt.” (25)

This statement has often been assailed as a mere printer's boast or "blurb”, and no doubt it
was partly that. But in the providence of God #snalso a true statement. For by this time the
common faith in the current New Testament teat triumphed over the humanistic tendencies
which had been present not only in Erasmus but also Luther, Calvin, and Beza. The doubts and



reservations expressed in their notes and comrhadtbeen laid aside and only their God-guided
texts had been retained. The Textus Receptlly mwas the text received by all. Its reign had
begun and was to continue unbroken for 200 ydar&ngland Stephanus' 3rd edition was the
form of the Textus Receptus generally prefermedthe European continent Elzevir's 2nd edition.

Admittedly there are a few places in which the Textus Receptus is supported by only a small
number of manuscripts, for example, Eph. 1:18, where it reaas of your understanding,
instead ofeyes of your heartand Eph. 3:9, where it reads/lowship of the mysterynstead of
dispensation of the mysterWe solve this problem, however, according to the logic of faith.
Because the Textus Receptus was God-guided as a whole, it was probably God-guided in these
few passages also.

3. The Johannine Comma (1 John 5:7)
In the Textus Receptus 1 John 5:7-8 reads as follows:

7 For there are three that bear withess IN HEAVEN, THE FATHER, THE WORD, AND
THE HOLY SPIRIT: AND THESE THREE ARE ONE. 8 AND THERE ARE THREE THAT
BEAR WITNESS IN EARTH, the spirit, and the tea, and the blood: and these three agree in
one.

The words printed in capital letters constitute the so-cdtdénnine commahe best known
of the Latin Vulgate readings of the Textusd@ptus, a reading which, on believing principles,
must be regarded as possibly genuine. Thimmahas been the occasion of much controversy
and is still an object of interest to textual critics. One of the more recent discussions of it is found
in Windisch'sKatholischen Briefdrevised by Preisker, 1951); (26) a more accessible treatment
of it in English is that provided by A. D. Brooke (1912) in thaernational Critical
Commentary(27) Metzger (1964) also deals with thigssage in his handbook, but briefly. (28)

(a) How the Johannine Comma Entered the Textus Receptus

As has been observed above, the Textus Resdms both its human aspect and its divine
aspect, like the Protestant Reformation itself or ather work of God's providence. And when
we consider the manner in which thghannine commantered the Textus Receptus, we see this
human element at work. Erasmus omitted Ybkannine commé&om the first edition (1516) of
his printed Greek New Testament on the ground that it occurred only in the Latin version and not
in any Greek manuscript. To quiet the outcry tatse, he agreed to restore it if but one Greek
manuscript could be found which contained/hen one such manuscript was discovered soon
afterwards, bound by his promise, he includesl disputed reading in his third edition (1522),
and thus it gained a permanent place in the Textus Receptus. The manuscript which forced
Erasmus to reverse his stand seems to have been 61, a 15th or 16th-century manuscript now kept
at Trinity College, Dublin. Many critics believeaththis manuscript was written at Oxford about
1520 for the special purpose of refuting Erasmus, and this is what Erasmus himself suggested in
his notes.

The Johannine commes also found inCodex Ravianusn the margin of 88, and in 629. The
evidence of these three manuscripts, however, isagarded as very weighty, since the first two
are thought to have taken this disputed reattioigp early printed Greek texts and the latter (like
61) from the Vulgate.



But whatever may have been the immediate catidlejn the last analysis, it was not trickery
which was responsible for the inclusion of th#hannine comman the Textus Receptus but the
usage of the Latin-speaking Church. It was tiéage which made men feel that this.reading
ought to be included in the Greek text and edgekeep it there after its inclusion had been
accomplished. Back of this usage, we may Wwelleve, was the guiding providence of God, and
therefore thedlohannine commaught to be retained as at least possibly genuine.

(b) The Early Existence of the Johannine Comma

Evidence for the early existencetbke Johannineeomma is found in the Latin versions and
in the writings of the Latin Church FathefSor example, it seems to have been quoted at
Carthage by Cyprian (c. 250) who writes as foBo "And again concerning the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit it is writterand the Three are One(29) It is true that Facundus, a
6th-century African bishop, interpreted Cyprias referring to the following verse, (30) but, as
Scrivener (1833) remarks, it is "surely safer amore candid” to admit that Cyprian read the
Johannine comman his New Testament manuscript "than to resort to the explanation of
Facundus." (31)

The first undisputed citations of th&ohannine commaoccur in the writing of two
4th-century Spanish bishops, Priscillian, (32)oin 385 was beheaded by the Emperor Maximus
on the charge of sorcery and heresy, and Idacius Clarus, (33) Priscillian's principal adversary and
accuser. In the 5th century thehannine commwas quoted by several orthodox African writers
to defend the doctrine of the Trinity agairtke gainsaying of the Vandals, who ruled North
Africa from 489 to 534 and were fanatically attadho the Arian heresy. (34) And about the
sametime it was cited by Cassiodorus (480-570), in Italy. (35) ddvama isalso found inr an
Old Latin manuscript of the 5th or 6th century, and inSpeculuma treatise which contains an
Old Latin text. It was not included in Jerome's original edition of the Latin Vulgate but around the
year 800 it was taken into the text of the Vudglibm the Old Latin manuscripts. It was found in
the great mass of the later Vulgate manuscriptsia the Clementine edition of the Vulgate, the
official Bible of the Roman Catholic Church.

(c) Is the Johannine Comma an Interpolation?

Thus on the basis of the external @ride it is at least possible that flehannine comma &
reading that somehow dropped out of the Greek New Testament text but was preserved in the
Latin text through the usage of the Latin-spagkChurch, and this possibility grows more and
more toward probability as wegsider the internal evidence.

In the first place, how did théohannine commariginate if it be not genuine, and how did it
come to be interpolated into the Latin NewsTament text? To this question modern scholars
have a ready answer. It arose, they say, &sngarian interpretation of | John 5:8, which
originally read as followd=or there are three that bear withetbge spirit, and the water, and the
blood: and these three agree in odaigustine was one of those who interpreted 1 John 5:8 as
referring to the Trinity. "If we wish to inquirebaut these things, what they signify, not absurdly
does the Trinity suggest Itself, who is the one, omlye, and highest God, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, concerning whom it could most truly be sditiree are Witnesses, and the Three are One.
By the wordspirit we consider God the Father to bgrsfied, concerning the worship of whom
the Lord spoke, when He sai@pd is a spirit.By the wordbloodthe Son is signified, because
the Word was made fleshnd by the wordvaterwe understand the Holy Spirit. For when Jesus



spoke concerning the water which He was abouwive the thirsty, the evangelist sayis He
spake concerning the Spirit whom those that believed in Him would retéeée.

Thus, according to the critical theory, there grtgwin the Latin speaking regions of ancient
Christendom a trinitarian interpretationtb& spirit, the water, and the blomdentioned in 1 John
5.8, the spiritsignifying the Fatherthe bloodthe Son, andhe waterthe Holy Spirit And out of
this trinitarian interpretadin of 1 John 5:8 developed tdehannine commayhich contrasts the
witness of the Holy Trinity in heaven with tlétness of the spirit, the water, and the blood on
earth.

But just at this point the critical thgo encounters a serious difficulty. If theomma
originated in a trinitarian interpretation of 1 John 5:8, why does it not contain the usual trinitarian
formula, namely, the Father, ti®on, and the Holy Spirit. Why does it exhibit the singular
combination, never met with elsewhere, the FatherWwhed, and the Holy Spirit? According to
some critics, this unusual phraseology was duedatforts of the interpolator who first inserted
the Johannine commanto the New Testament text. In a naisén attempt to imitate the style of
the Apostle John, he changed the té8onto the termWord. But this is to attribute to the
interpolator a craftiness which thwarted his geurpose in making this interpolation, which was
surely to uphold the doctrine of the Trinity, inclodithe eternal generation of the Son. With this
as his main concern it is very unlikely that he would abandon the time-honored formula, Father,
Son,and Holy Spirit, and devise an altogether new one, Fattang,and Holy Spirit.

In the second place, the omission of thehannine commaeems to leave the passage
incomplete. For it is a common scriptural usagprisent solemn truths or warnings in groups of
three or four, for example, the repeaidtee things, yea fowf Proverbs 30, and the constantly
recurring refrainfor three transgressions and for fowf the prophet Amos. In Genesis 40 the
butler sawthree branchesnd the baker sathree basketsAnd in Matt. 12:40 Jesus says, As
Jonas was three days and three nights in the whalkly, so shall the Son of Man be three days
and three nights in the heart of the eaithis in accord with biblical usage, therefore, to expect
that in 1 John 5:7-8 the formuldnere are three that bear witnessi)l be repeated at least twice.
When theJohannine commés included, the formula is repeated twice. When the comma is
omitted, the formula is repeated only once, which seems strange.

In the third place, the omission of tehanninecomma involves a grammatical difficulty.
The wordsspirit, water,and blood are neuter in gender, but in 1 John 5:8 they are treated as
masculine. If the Johannim®mma isrejected, it is hard to explain this irregularity. It is usually
said that in 1 John 5:he spirit, the water, and the bloaie personalized and that this is the
reason for the adoption of the masculine gendat.it is hard to see how such personalization
would involve the change from the neuter to tit@sculine. For in verse 6 the word Spirit plainly
refers to the Holy Spirit, the ThirBersonof the Trinity. Surely in this verse the wo8pirit is
"personalized," and yet the neuter gendersisdu Therefore since personalization did not bring
about a change of gender in verse 6, it canndy faé pleaded as the reason for such a change in
verse 8. If, however, thdohannine commis retained, a reason for placing the neuter nouns
spirit, water, and blood in the masculine gender becomes igadpparent. It was due to the
influence of the noung&ather and Word, which are masculine. Thus the hypothesis that the
Johannine comma &n interpolation is full of difficulties.

(d) Reasons for the Possible Omission of the Johannine Comma



For the absence of thlbphannine commé&om all New Testament documents save those of
the Latin-speaking West the following explanations are possible.

In the first place, it must be remembered that dbmmacould easily have been omitted
accidentally through a common type of error which is cdlleshoioteleutor{similar ending). A
scribe copying 1 John 5:7-8 under distractingditions might have begun to write down these
words of verse #there are three that bear witne$sjt have been forced to look up before his pen
had completed this task. When he resumedwhigk, his eye fell by mistake on the identical
expression in verse 8. This error would cause him to omit all afachannine commaxcept the
wordsin earth,and these might easily have been dropped latthe copying of this faulty copy.
Such an accidental omission might even have roedwseveral times, and in this way there might
have grown up a considerable number of Greekuseripts which did not contain this reading.

In the second place, it must be remembered that during the 2nd and 3rd centuries (between
220 and 270, according to Harnack); (37) theegg which orthodox Christians were called upon
to combat was not Arianism (since this errod Imat yet arisen) but Sabellianism (so named after
Sabellius, one of its principal promoters), accagdio which the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit were one in the sense that they weretidah Those that advocated this heretical view
were calledPatripassians(Father-sufferers), because they believed that God the Father, being
identical with Christ, suffered and died upon the crossMomhrchianspecause they claimed to
uphold the Monarchy (sole-government) of God.

It is possible, therefore, that the Sabellian heresy brougltiennine commanto disfavor
with orthodox Christians. The statemethiese three are on@po doubt seemed to them to teach
the Sabellian view that the Father, the Son aedHbly Spirit were identical. And if during the
course of the controversy manuscripts werscaered which had lost this reading in the
accidental manner described above, it is easy to see how the orthodox party would consider these
mutilated manuscripts to represent the true text and regartibkizmnine commas a heretical
addition. In the Greek-speaking East especiallyctbramawould be unanimously rejected, for
here the struggle against Sabellianism was particularly severe.

Thus it was not impossible that during the 3rd century amid the stress and strain of the
Sabellian controversy, thibhannine commikost its place in the Greek text, but was preserved in
the Latin texts of Africa and Spain, where the influence of Sabellianism was probably not so
great. In other words, it is not impossible that Jodannine commaas one of those few true
readings of the Latin Vulgate not occurring in the Traditional Greek Text but incorporated into
the Textus Receptus under the guiding providesfc&od. In these rare instances God called
upon the usage of the Latin-speaking Church toecd the usage of the Greek speaking Church.
(38)

4. The King James Version

Not only modernists but also many conservatives are now saying that the King James Version
ought to be abandoned because it is not contemporary. The Apostles, they insist, used
contemporary language in their preaching and mgjtiand we too must have a Bible in the
language of today. But more and more itbming recognized that the language of the New
Testament was biblical rather than contemporanyas the Greek of the Septuagint, which in its
turn was modeled after the Old Testament Hebrew. blical translator, therefore, who is truly
trying to follow in the footsteps of the Apostles and to produce a version which God will bless,



must take care to use language which is altbgdevel of daily speech, language which is not
only intelligible but also biblical and venerabHence in language as well as text the King James
Version is still by far superior to amther English translation of the Bible.

(a) The Forerunners of the King James Version

Previous to the Reformation a number of tratishs were made of the Latin Vulgate into
Anglo-Saxon and early English. One of the first of these translators was Caedmon (d.680), an
inmate of the monastery of Whitby in northdémgland, who retold in alliterative verse the
biblical narratives which had been relatedhion by the monks. Bede (672-735), the most
renowned scholar of that period, not onlyoter many commentaries on various books of the
Bible, but also translated the Gospel of John into Anglo-Saxon. King Alfred (848-901) did the
same for several other portions of Scripture, notably the Ten Commandments and the Psalms.
And eclipsing all these earlier translations in imance was that made by John Wyclif (d.1384)
of the entire Latin Bible into the English bfs day, the New Testament appearing in 1380 and
the OIld in 1382. Not long after Wyclif's death a second edition of his English Bible, more
satisfactory in language and style than the fivsis prepared by his close associate, John Purvey.

The first printed English version of the Biblas that of William Tyndale, one of England's
first Protestant martyrs. Tyndale was born in Gloucestershire in 1484 and studied both at Oxford
and Cambridge. About 1520 he became attadioethe doctrines of the Reformation and
conceived the idea of translating the Scriptures Eriglish. Unable to do so in England, he set
out for the Continent in the spring of 1524 and se&rhave visited Hamburg and Wittenberg. In
that same year (probably at Wittenberg) hengtated the New Tesnhent from Greek into
English for dissemination in his native land. lei&imated that 18,000 copies of this version were
printed on the Continent of Europe betwels25 and 1528 and shipped secretly to England.
After this Tyndale continued to live on the Comtirh as a fugitive, constantly evading the efforts
of the English authorities to have him tracked d@md arrested. But in spite of this ever-present
danger his literary activity was remarkable. 1530-31 he published portions of the Old
Testament which he had translated from the Hebrew and in 1534 a revision both of this
translation and also of his New Testament. Ia fame year he left his place of concealment and
settled in Antwerp, evidently under the impressithat the progress of the Reformation in
England had made this move a safe one. Inigditly, however, he was mistaken. Betrayed by a
friend, he was imprisoned in 1535 and executeddiowing year. According to Foxe, his dying
prayer was this: "Lord, open the King of England's eyes." But his life's work had been completed.
He had laid securely the foundations of the IshgBible. A comparison of Tyndale's Version
with the King James Version is said to indicate thanffive sixths to nine tenths of the latter is
derived from the martyred translator's work.

After the initial impulse had been given by Tyndaeumber of other English translations of
the Bible appeared in rapid succession. The first of these was published in 1535 by Myles
Coverdale, who translated not from the Hebgewd Greek but from the Latin Vulgate and from
contemporary Latin and German versions, relyiegvily all the while on Tyndale's version. In
1537 John Rogers, a close friend of Tyndale, puldistreedition of the Bible bearing on its title
page the name "Thomas Matthew", probably a pseudonym for Rogers himself. This "Matthew
Bible" contained Tyndale's version of the Qldd New Testaments and Coverdale's version of
those parts of the Old Testament which had not been translated by Tyndale. Then in 1539, under
the auspices of Thomas Cromwell, the king's chamberlain, Coverdale published a revision of the
Matthew Bible, which because of its largeesiwas called the Great Bible. This Cromwell
established as the official Bible of the Englishurch and deposited it in ecclesiastical edifices



throughout the kingdom. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth two revisions were made of the Great
Bible. The first was prepared by English Praess in exile at Geneva and published there in
1560. The second was the Bishops' Bible, published in 1568 by the English prelates under the
direction of Archbishop Parker. And finally, dhRoman Catholic remnant in England were
provided by their leaders with a translation ¢f thatin Vulgate into Ergsh, the New Testament

being published in 1582 and the Old in 1609-10. Thisnown as the Douai Version, since it was
prepared at Douai in Flanders, an importantereof English Catholicism during the Elizabethan

age. (39)

(b) How the King lames VersionWas Made—The Six Companies

Work on the King James Version began in 1604. In that year a group of Puritans under the
leadership of Dr. John Reynolds, president ofpde Christi College, Oxford, suggested to King
James | that a new translation of the Bible be ttallen. This suggestion appealed to James, who
was himself a student of theology and of the Scriptures, and he immediately began to make the
necessary arrangements for carrying it out. Withinnsonths the general plan of procedure had
been drawn up and a complete list made ofstifelars who were to do the work. Originally 54
scholars were on the list, but deaths and withdtaweduced it finally to 47. These were divided
into six companies which checkedch other's work. Then the final result was reviewed by a
select committee of six and prepared for the prAss. because of all this careful planning the
whole project was completed in less than seyesrs. In 1611 the new version issued from the
press of Robert Barker in a large folio volume bearing on its title page the following inscription:
"The Holy Bible, containing the Old Testament and the New: Newly Translated out of the
Original tongues; & with the former Transtmns diligently compared and revised by his
Majesties special Commandment. Appointedb® read in Churches." The original tongues
referred to in the title were the current prihtdebrew Bibles for the Old Testament and Beza's
printed Greek Testament for the New. The "fortnanslations" mentioned there include not only
the five previous English versions mentionablove hut also the Douai Version, the Latin
versions of Tremellius and Beza, and severan&h, French, and Italian versions. The King
James Version, however, is mainly a revision ef Bishops' Bible, which in turn was a slightly
revised edition of Tyndale's Bible. Thus timfluence of Tyndale's translation upon the King
James Version was very strong indeed. (40)

(c) The King James Version Translators Povidentially Guided—Preface to the Reader

The translators of the King James Versiemidently felt themselves to have been
providentially guided in their work. This belief pidy appears in the 'Preface of the Translators',
written by Dr. Miles Smith, one of the leaders of this illustrious band of scholars. Concerning his
co laborers he speaks as follows: "Truly, gd@iristian Reader, we never thought from the
beginning that we should need to make a newdlation, nor yet to make of a bad one a good
one; but to make a good one better, or ounahy good ones one principal good one, not justly
to be excepted against; that hath been our eondethat our mark. To that purpose there were
many chosen, that were greater in other men's eyes than in their own, and that sought the truth
rather than their own praise . . . And in wkatt did these assemble? In the trust of their own
knowledge, or of their sharpness of wit, or deepness of judgment, as it were an arm of flesh? At
no hand. They trusted in him that hath the keyDa¥id, opening, and no man shutting; they
prayed to the Lord, the Father of our Lord, to the effect3hahugustinelid, O let thy Scriptures
be my pure delight; let me not be deceiwedhem, neither let me deceive by thémthis
confidence and with this devotion, did thagsemble together; not too many, lest one should
trouble another; and yet many, lest many things haply might escape them." (41)



God in His providence has abundantly justifie confidence of the King James translators.
The course of history has made English a wodéwanguage which is now the native tongue of
at least 300 million people and the second langwhgeany millions more. For this reason the
King James Version is known the world over and isanwidely read than any other translation
of the holy Scriptures. Not only so, but the King James Version has been used by many
missionaries as a basis and guide for their owrskaion work and in this way has extended its
influence even to converts who know no Englisbr more than 350 years therefore the reverent
diction of the King James Version has been usethbyHoly Spirit to bring the Word of life to
millions upon millions of perishing souls. Surghis is a God-guided translation on which God
working providentially, has placed the stamp of His approval.

(d) How the Translators Were Providentally Guided —The Marginal Notes

The marginal notes which the translators@ied to the King James Version indicate how
God guided their labors providentially. AccorditegScrivener (1884), there are 8,422 marginal
notes in the 1611 edition of the King James Version, including the Apocrypha. In the Old
Testament, Scrivener goes on to say, 4,111 of the marginal notes give the more literal meaning of
the original Hebrew or Aramaic, 2,156 give altgive translations, and 67 give variant readings.

In the New Testament 112 of the marginal notes give literal rendering of the Greek, 582 give
alternative translations, and 37 give variagadings. These marginal notes show us that the
translators were guided providentially ahigh their thought processes, through weighing every
possibility and choosing that which seemed to them best. (42)

The 1611 edition of the King James Version atstuded 9,000 "cross references" to parallel
passages. These are still very useful, especiallgdomparing the four Gospels with each other.
These "cross references" show that from the géayt the King James Version was intended not
merely as a pulpit Bible to be read in church, but also as a study Bible to guide the private
meditations of God's people. (43)

As the marginal notes indicate, the King Jamesstetiors did not regard their work as perfect
or inspired, but they did consider it to bérastworthy reproduction of God's holy Word, and as
such they commended it to their Christian readers: "Many other things we might give thee
warning of, gentle Reader, if we had not excedtiedneasure of a preface already. It remaineth
that we commend thee to God, and to the Spirlisfgrace, which is able to build further than
we can ask or think. He removeth the scales from our eyes, the veil from our hearts, opening our
wits that we may understand His Word, enlarging leeairts, yea, correcting our affections, that
we may love it above gold and silver, yea, that we may love it to the end. Ye are brought unto
fountains of living water which ye digged not; dot cast earth into them, neither prefer broken
pits before them. Others halaboured, and you may enter into their labours. O receive not so
great things in vain: O despise not so great salvation." (44)

(e) Revisions of the King James Version— Obsolete Words Eliminated

Two editions of the King James Version were Imlied in 1611. The first is distinguished
from the second by a unique misprint, namiigasinstead oflJesusn Matt. 26:36. The second
edition corrected this mistake and also in otfespects was more carefully done. Other editions
followed in 1612,1613, 1616, 1617, and frequenltigreafter. In 1629 and 1638 the text was
subjected to two minor revisions. In the 18#ntury the spelling and punctuation of the King
James Version were modernized, and many ebsolvords were changed to their modern



equivalents. The two scholars responsible feséhalterations were Dr. Thomas Paris (1762), of
Cambridge, and Dr. Benjamin Blayney (1769), of Oxford, and it is to their efforts that the
generally current form of the King James Version is due. In the 19th century the most important
edition of the King James Version was fambridge Paragraph Bibl€1873), with F. H. A.
Scrivener as its editor. Here meticulous attenti@s given to details, such as, marginal notes,
use of Italic type, punctuation, orthographyammmar, and references to parallel passages. In
1884 also Scrivener published Wisthorized Edition of the English Bible.definitive history of

the King James Version in which all these features and many more are carefully discussed. (45)
Since that time, however, comparatively litttssearch has been done on the history of the King
James Version, due probably to loss of interest in the subject.

(f) Obsolete Words in the King James Version —How to Deal with Them
But are there still obsolete words in the King &ariversion or words that have changed their

meaning? Such words do indeed occur, butr thember is relatively small. The following are
some of these archaic renderings with their modern equivalents:

by and byMark 6:25..........ooii .at once
CarmniageSACIS2L:A5 ... e baggage
charger Mark 6:25. .. ..o platter
Lol 0 F= 1412800 I o 0 1 love
chiefestates, Mark 6:21 .......ooiriiiii e e chief men
COASISMALL. 2:16 ..oviiiin it s borders
conversatioNGal. 1:id3. ... conduct
devotioNSACES 17:23 ..o objects of worship
doyou to Wit2 Cor. 8:1 ...ovviiiiiiiiie e make known to you
fetched a compasACts 28:13 ... iiiiiii e circled
leasing PSalm 4:2, 5:6.......o i e e lying
1 A I 41T ST A restrain
IVely, | Peter 2:5 .. e living
MEAL MaAt. 314 oo e food
Nephewsl TiM. 5:14 ..o e e grandchildren
prevent 1 Thess. 4115 ..o e precede
FOOM, LUKE 14:7-10 .ot eae s seat, place
SCHP, Matt. L10:10 ..oviee et e e e e e bag
take no thoughtMatt. 6:25 .........ccooviiiiiiiiiii e, be not anxious

There are several ways in which to handle thiter of obsolete words and meanings in the
King James Version. Perhaps the best way isdoepthe modern equivalent in the margin. This
will serve to increase the vocabulary of the reader and avoid disturbance of the text. Another way
would be to place the more modern word imdiets beside the older word. This would be
particularly appropriate in Bibles designed for private study.

(9) Why the King lames Version Should be Retained

But, someone may reply, even if the Kidgmes Version needs only a few corrections, why
take the trouble to make them? Why keep on with the old King James and its 17th-century
language, ittheeandthouand all the rest? Granted that the Textus Receptus is the best text, but
why not make a new translation of it in the languafjimday? In answer to these objections there
are several facts which must be pointed out.



In the first place, the English of the King James Version is not the English of the early 17th
century. To be exact, it is not a type of Englibht was ever spoken anywhere. It is biblical
English, which was not used on ordinary ocgoasieven by the translators who produced the
King James Version. As H. Wheeler Robinson (1940) pointed out, one need only compare the
preface written by the translators with the text of their translation to feel the difference in style.
(46) And the observations of W. A. Irwin (1952) are to the same purport. The King James
Version, he reminds us, owes its merit, noLtoh-century English—which was very different—
but to its faithful translation of the original.sitstyle is that of the Hebrew and of the New
Testament Greek. (47) Even in their usetlide and thou the translators were not following
17th-century English usage but biblical usage,at the time these translators were doing their
work these singular forms had already been replaced by the yburial polite conversation. (48)

In the second place, those who talk about translating the Bible into the "language of today"
never define what they mean by this expression. What lanigeageof today?The language of
1881 is not the language of today, nor the lagguaf 1901, nor even the language of 1921. In
none of these languages, we are told, can wermamicate with today's youth. There are even
some who feel that the best way to translateBile into the language of today is to convert it
into "folk songs." Accordingly, in manyontemporary youth conferences and even worship
services there is little or no Bible reading but only crude kinds of vocal music accompanied by
vigorous piano and strumming guitars. But in cast to these absurdities the language of the
King James Version is enduring diction whielill remain as long as the English language
remains, in other words, throughout the foreseeable future.

In the third place, the current attack on the King James Version and the promotion of
modern-speech versions is discouraging thenamgation of the Scriptures, especially by
children. Why memorize or require your childrennbemorize something that is out of date and
about to be replaced by something new artteli& And why memorize a modern version when
there are so many to choose from? Hence @veonnservative churches children are growing up
densely ignorant of the holy Bible because theyrat encouraged to hide its life-giving words
in their hearts.

In the fourth place, modem-speech Bibles are unhistorical and irreverent. The Bible is not a
modern, human book. It is not as new as thenmg newspaper, ando translation should
suggest this. If the Bible were this new, it would hetthe Bible. On the contrary, the Bible is an
ancient, divine Book, which nevertheless is alsvaew because in it God reveals Himself. Hence
the language of the Bible should be veneralslevell as intelligible, and the King James Version
fulfills these two requirements better than any p®ible in English. Hence it is the King James
Version which converts sinnessundly and makes of them diligent Bible students.

In the fifth place, modern-speech Bibles amscholarly. The language of the Bible has
always savored of the things of heaven rather than the things of earth. It has always been biblical
rather than contemporary and colloquial. Fifty years ago this fact was denied by E. J. Goodspeed
and others who were pushing thenlodern versions. On the basis of the papyrus discoveries
which had recently been made in Egypt it wad $hat the New Testament authors wrote in the
everyday Greek of their own times. (49) Thiaiel, however, is now acknowledged to have been
an exaggeration. As R. M. Grant (1963) adn(fii8) the New Testament writers were saturated
with the Septuagint and most of them wermifer with the Hebrew Scriptures. Hence their
language was not actually that of the secular papyri of Egypt but biblical. Hence New Testament
versions must be biblical and not contemporary and colloquial like Goodspeed's version.



Finally, in the sixth place, the King James Version is the historic Bible of English-speaking
Protestants. Upon it God, working providentially, has placed the stamp of His approval through
the usage of many generations of Bible-behgviChristians. Hence, if we believe in God's
providential preservation of the Scriptures, w# ketain the King James Version, for in so doing
we will be following the clear leading of the Almighty.

5. The Text Of The King James Version — Questions And Problems

When a believer begins to defend thendkiJames Version, unbelievers immediately
commence to bring up various questions and prablenthe effort to put the believer down and
silence him. Let us therefore consider some of these alleged difficulties.

(a) The King James Version a Variety of the Textus Receptus

The translators that produced the King James Version relied mainly, it seems, on the later
editions of Beza's Greek New Testament, esfigchis 4th edition (1588-9). But also they
frequently consulted the editions of Erasmusl &tephanus and the Complutensian Polyglot.
According to Scrivener (1884), (51) out of the 252 passages in which these sources differ
sufficiently to affect the English renderinthe King James Version agrees with Beza against
Stephanus 113 times, with Stephanus agaiegaBb9 times, and 80 times with Erasmus, or the
Complutensian, or the Latin Vulgate agaiBstza and Stephanus. Hence the King James Version
ought to be regarded not merely as a translation of the Textus Receptus but also as an
independent variety of the Textus Receptus.

The King James translators also placed varieadings in the margin, 37 of them according
to Scrivener. (52) To these 37 textual nol€s more were added during the 17th and 18th
centuries, (53) and all these variants still appeahe margins of British printings of the King
James Version. In the special providence of God, however, the text of the King James Version
has been kept pure. None of these variant reatiag®een interpolated into it. Of the original 37
variants some are introduced by such falam as, "Many ancient copies add these words";
"Many Greek copies have"; "Or, as some copies read"; "Some read". Often, however, the reading
is introduced simply by "Or", thus making it hard to tell whether a variant reading or an
alternative translation is intended.

One of these variant readings is of special interest. After John 18:13 the Bishops' Bible
(1568) had added the following words in italiésid Annas sent Christ bound unto Caiaphas the
high priest. This was a conjectural emendation similar to one which had been suggested by
Luther and to another which had been adopte@®&za in his Latin version on the authority of
Cyril of Alexandria (d.444). The purpose of it was to harmonize John 18:13 with Matt. 26:57,
which states that the interrogation of Jesus toakepht the house of Caiaphas rather than at the
house of Annas. The King James translators, hewalong with Erasmus and Calvin, solved the
problem by translating John 18:24 in the pluperfédyw Annas HAD sent Him bound unto
Caiaphas the high priesThis made it unnecessary to emend the text at John 18:13 after the
manner of the Bishops' Bible. Hence the King James translators took this conjectural emendation
out of the text and placed it in their margin where it has retained its place unto this day. (54)

Sometimes the King James translators forsookptirted Greek text and united with the
earlier English versions in following the Latifulgate. One well known passage in which they



did this was Luke 23:42 the prayer of the dying thief. Here the Greek New Testaments of
Erasmus, Stephanus, and Beza hawed, remember me when Thou comest IN Thy kingdom,
with the majority of the Greek manuscripts. Rilitthe English Bibles of that period (Tyndale,
Great, Geneva, Bishops' Rheims, King James) hard, remember me when Thou comest INTO
Thy kingdomwith the Latin Vulgate and also with Papyrus 75 Bnd

At John 8:6 the King James translators followed the Bishops' Bible in adding the a@suse,
though He heard them ncthis clause is found i G H Kand many other manuscripts, in the
Complutensian, and in the first two editionsSiephanus. After 1769 it was placed in italics in
the King James Version.

Similarly, at 1 John 2:23 the King James translators followed the Great Bible and the Bishops'
Bible in adding the clausbg that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father alsth,in placing the
clause in italics, thus indicating that it was nmarid in the majority of the Greek manuscripts or
in the earlier editions of the Textus Receptuszaincluded it, however, in his later editions, and
it is found in the Latin Vulgate and illephand B. Hence modern versions have removed the
italics and given the clause full status. The Bishops' Bible and the King James Version join this
clause to the preceding by the wdrdt, taken from Wyclif. With customary scrupulosity the
King James translators enclosed thig in brackets, thus indicating that it was not properly
speaking part of the text but merely a help in translation.

(b) The Editions of the Textus Recefus Compared — Their Differences Listed

The differences between the various editionghaf Textus Receptus have been carefully
listed by Scrivener (1884) (5%nd Hoskier (1890). (56) The following are some of the most
important of these differences.

Luke 2:22 their purification, Erasmus, Stephanus, majority of the Greek manuscripts.
Her purification, Beza, King James Elzevir, Complutensian, 76 and a few
other Greek minuscule manuscripts, Latin Vulgate (?).

Luke 17:36 Two men shall be in the field: the one shall be taken and the other left.
Erasmus, Stephanus | 2 3 omit this verse with the majority of the Greek
manuscripts. Stephanus 4, Beza, King James, Elzevir have iDwithtin
Vulgate, Peshitta, Old Syriac.

John 1:28 Bethabara beyond JordarErasmus, Stephanus 3 4 Beza, King James,
Elzevir, Pi 1 13, Old Syriac, Sahidi®ethany beyond Jorda&tephanus 1
2, majority of Greek manuscripts including Pap 66 &Al&ph A B.Latin
Vulgate.

John 16:33 shall have tribulationBeza, King James, Elzevib 69 many other Greek
manuscripts, OId Latin, Latin Vulgatehave tribulation, Erasmus,
Stephanus, majority of Greek manuscripts.

Rom. 8:11 by His Spirit that dwelleth in yolBeza, King James, Elzevialeph A C,
Coptic. because of His Spirit that dwelleth in ydarasmus, Stephanus,
majority of Greek manuscripts includigD, Peshitta, Latin Vulgate.



Rom. 12:11 sewing the LordErasmus 1, Beza, King James, Elzevir, majority of Greek
manuscripts including Pap 48eph A B.Peshitta, Latin Vulgateserving
the time Erasmus 2345,StephanisG.

1Tim. 1:4 godly edifying,Erasmus, Beza, King James, ElzeMr, Peshitta, Latin
Vulgate. dispensation of GodStephanus, majority of Greek manuscripts
including
Aleph A G.

Heb. 9:1 Here Stephanus redilst tabernacle,with the majority of the Greek

manuscripts. Erasmus, Beza, Luther, Calvin dmiternaclewith Pap 46
Aleph B D, Peshitta, Latin Vulgate. The King James Version omits
tabernacleand regardsovenants implied.

James 2:13 without thy worksCalvin, Beza (last 3 editions), King Jamékeph A B,
Latin Vulgate.by thy worksErasmus, Stephanus, Beza 1565, majority of
Greek

manuscripts.

This comparison indicates that the differencescividistinguish the various editions of the
Textus Receptus from each other are very minor. Hneyalso very few. According to Hoskier,
the 3rd edition of Stephanus and the first editioklagvir differ from one another in the Gospel
of Mark only 19 times. (57¢Codex Bon the other hand, disagrees withdex Alephin Mark 652
times and witiCodex D1,944 times. What a contrast!

The texts of the several editions of the TexRezeptus were God-guided. They were set up
under the leading of God's special providenétence the differences between them were kept
down to a minimum. But these disagreements wwreeliminated altogether, for this would
require not merely providential guidance but aaclie. In short, God chose to preserve the New
Testament text providentially rather than miracgly, and this is why even the several editions
of the Textus Receptus vary from each other slightly.

But what do we do in these few places in whitch several editions of the Textus Receptus
disagree with one another? Which text do we f@llorhe answer to this question is easy. We are
guided by the common faith. Hence we favor fioatn of the Textus Receptus upon which more
than any other God, working providentially, has placed the stamp of His approval, namely, the
King James Version, or, more precisely, the Greek text underlying the King James Version. This
text was published in 1881 by the Cambridgeiversity Press under the editorship of Dr.
Scrivener and there have been eight reprints)atest being in 1949. (58) In 1976 also another
edition of this text was published in London by fhr@nitarian Bible Society. (59) We ought to be
grateful that in the providence of God the biestn of the Textus Receptus is still available to
believing Bible students. For the sake of completeness, however, it would be well to place in the
margin the variant readings of Erasmus, Stephanus, Beza, and the Elzevirs.

(c) The King James Old Testament—Variant Readings

Along side the text, callekethibh(written), the Jewish scribes had placed in the margin of
their Old Testament manuscripts certaariant readings, which they call&dri (read). Some of
thesekeri appear in the margin of the King Jamesl Okstament. For example, in Psalm 100:3
the King James text gives thkethibh, It is He that hath made us and not we oursebwgsthe



King James margin gives theri, It is He that hath made us, and His we #med sometimes the
keri is placed in the King James text (16 times, adogrdo Scrivener). For example, in Micah
1:10 the King James text gives thkeri, in the house of Aphrah roll thyself in the duidte
Hebrewkethibh,however, isjn the house of Aphrah | have rolled myself in the dust.

Sometimes also the influence of the Septuagimt the Latin Vulgate is discernible in the
King James Old Testament. For exampleR$alm 24:6 the King James text reddslacob with
the Hebrewkethibhbut the King James margin readsG0d of Jacobwhich is the reading of the
Septuagint, the Latin Vulgate, and also ofthar's German Bible. In Jer. 3:9 the King James
margin readsame (qol)along with the Hebrewethibh,but the King James text realightness
(gal) in agreement with the Septuagint, and the Latin Vulgate. And in Psalm 22:16 the King
James Version reads with the Septuaginé Syriac, and the Latin Vulgatiey pierced my
hands and my feethe Hebrew text, on the other hand, redile,a lion my hands and my feat,
reading which makes no sense and which, asiCalvserves, was obviously invented by the
Jews to deny the prophetic reference to the crucifixion of Christ.

(d) The Headings of the Psalms—Are They Inspired?

Many of the Psalms have headings. For exanfgehe chief Musician, A Psalm and Song of
David (Psalm 65). The King James translators sepathe=g headings and printed them in small
type, each one above the Psalm to which it beldn§eme conservative scholars, such as J. A.
Alexander (1850) (60) have criticized the King James translators for doing this. These headings,
they have insisted, should be regarded as tlseVierses of their respective Psalms. They give
three reasons for this opinion: first, in thehrmw Bible no distinction is made between the
Psalms and their headings; second, the Newairesit writers recognized these headings as true;
third, each heading is part of the Psalm whidnhtroduces and hence is inspired. This position,
however, may go beyond the clear teaching of Scripture. In any case, it is better to follow the
leading of the King James translators andgaize the obvious difference between the heading
of a Psalm and the Psalm itself.

The King James translators handled the subsonip of the Pauline Epistles similarly,
printing each one after its own epistle in small type. But this has never been a problem, since
these subscriptions have neteen regarded as inspired.

(e) Maximum Certainty Versus Maximum Uncertainty

God's preservation of the New Testament t@as not miraculous but providential. The
scribes and printers who produced the copies of the New Testament Scriptures and the true
believers who read and cherished them were not inspired but God-guided. Hence there are some
New Testament passages in which the true readingot be determined with absolute certainty.
There are some readings, for example, on wkieh manuscripts are almost equally divided,
making it difficult to determine which reading belongs to the Traditional Text. Also in some of
the cases in which the Textus Receptus disagreesthdgtiraditional Text it is hard to decide
which text to follow. Also, as we have seammetimes the several editions of the Textus
Receptus differ from each other and from the King James Version. And, as we have just
observed, the case is the same with the Old Testhtext. Here it is hard at times to decide
between thekethibhand thekeri and between the Hebrew teahd the Septuagint and Latin
Vulgate versions. Also there has been a owatrsy concerning the headings of the Psalms.



In other words, God does not reveal every truth with equal clarity. In biblical textual
criticism, as in every other department of knalge, there are still some details in regard to
which we must be content to remain uncertBiat the special providence of God has kept these
uncertainties down to minimum.Hence if we believe in the special providential preservation of
the Scriptures and make this the leading priecipl our biblical textual criticism, we obtain
maximum certaintyall the certainty that any mere man adain, all the certainty that we need.
For we are led by the logic of faith to the Mesttc Hebrew text, to the New Testament Textus
Receptus, and to the King James Version.

But what if we ignore the providential preservation of the Scriptures and deal with the text of
the holy Bible in the same way in which we dedth the texts of other ancient books? If we do
this, we are following the logic of unbelief, which leadsnmi@ximum uncertaintyWhen we
handle the text of the holy Bible in this waye are behaving as unbelievers behave. We are
either denying that the providential preservation of the Scriptures is a fact, or else we are saying
that it is not an important fact not importampegh to be considered when dealing with the text
of the holy Bible. But if the providential preservation of the Scriptures is not important, why is
the infallible inspiration of the original Scriptures important? If God has not preserved the
Scriptures by His special providence, why would téeve infallibly inspired them in the first
place? And if it is not important that the Scuggs be regarded as infallibly inspired, why is it
important to insist that Gospel is completely #uend if this is not important, why is it important
to believe that Jesus is the divine Son of God?

In short, unless we follow the logic of faith, we can be certain of nothing concerning the
Bible and its text. For example, if we make the Bodmer and Chester Beatty Papyri our chief
reliance, how do we know that even older New die&int papyri of an entirely different character
have not been destroyed by the recent dammirtgeoNile and the consequent flooding of the
Egyptian sands? (61)

6. Modern English Bible Versions — Are They Of God?

Modern-speech English Bible versions weret fpepared during the 18th century by deists
who were irked by the biblical language of the King James Version. In 1729 Daniel Mace
published a Greek New Testament text with adli@ion in the language of his own day. The
following are samples of his workVhen ye fast, don't put on a dismal air, as the hypocrites do
(Matt. 6:16).Social affection is patient, is kind (or. 13:4).The tongue is a brand that sets the
whole world in a combustion . . . tipp'd withanfial sulphur it sets the whole train of life in a
blaze (James 3:6). Similarly, in 1768 Edward Harwood published a New Testament translation
which he characterized as "a liberal and diffusigeesion of the sacred classics." His purpose, he
explained, was to allure the youth of his day thy innocent stratagem of a modern style to read
a book which is now, alas! too generally negleaad disregarded by the young and gay." And
about the same time Benjamin Franklin offerespacimen of "Part of the First Chapter of Job
modernized." (62)

Serious efforts, however, to dislodge the King James Version from its position of dominance
and to replace it with a modern version did not begitil a century later, and it is with these that
we would now deal briefly.

(@ The R. V., the A. S. V., and the N. E. B.



By the middle of the 19th century the researches and propaganda of Tischendorf and
Tregelles had convinced many British scholars thatTextus Receptus was a late and inferior
text and that therefore a revision of the King James Version was highly necessary. This clamor
for a new revision of the English Bible was finally met in 1870, when a Revision Committee was
appointed by the Church of England to caoryt the project. This Committee consisted of 54
members, half of them being assigned to the @istdment and half to the New. One of the most
influential members of the New Testament section was Dr. F. J. A. Hort, and the text finally
adopted by the revisers was largely the Westoudt Hort text. The New Testament was finished
November 11, 1880, and published May 17, 188liddaremendous acclaim. Within a few days
2,000,000 copies had been sold in London, 365i800ew York, and 110,000 in Philadelphia.

The OId Testament was completed in 1884 and published in 1885. By this time, however, popular
demand had died down and the market for the entire Revised Bible was merely fair, the sale of it
reaching no such phenomenal heights as the Revised New Testament had attained.

While this work of revision had been going on in England a committee of American scholars
had been organized to cooperate in the ended@hay promised not to publish their own revised
edition of the Bible until 14 years after the pultiica of the English Revised Version (R.V.), and
in exchange for this concession were given gheilege of publishing in an appendix to this
version a list of the readings which they favobed which the British revisers declined to adopt.

In accordance with this aggment, the American Committee waited until 1901 before they
published their own Revised Version, which wasyviéke its English cousin except that there
was a more thorough elimination of antiquated words and of words specifically English and not
American in meaning. By the publishers, ThasrNelson and Sons, it was called the Standard
Version, and from this circumstance it isnwmonly known as the American Standard Version
(A.S.V.). (63)

Neither the R.V. nor the A.S.V. fared as well as their promoters had hoped. They were never
widely used, due largely to their poor English style, which, according to F. C. Grant (1954), "was,
in many places, unbelievably wooden, opaqueharsh.” (64) Because of this lack of success
these two versions have been largely abandaarad their place has been filled by the Revised
Standard Version (1946) in America and the Nemglish Bible (1961) in England. Both are in
modern speech. The R.S.V. was prepared bynamittee appointed by the International Council
of Religious Education, representing 40 Pratestdenominations in the United States and
Canada. The N.E.B. was prepared by a similar committee representing nine denominations in
Great Britain.

The modernism of the R.S.V. and the N.E.B. appears everywhere in them. For example, both
of them profess to usthou when referring to God and you when referring to men. Yet the
disciples are made to ug®u when speaking to Jesus, implying, evidently, that they did not
believe that He was divine. Even when thepfess Him to be the Son of God, the disciples are
still made to useyou You are the Christ,Peter is made to sayhe Son of the living God
(Matt.16:16). In both the R.S.V. and the N.E.B. opposition to the virgin birth of Christ is plainly
evident. Thus the N.E.B. calls Marygal (Luke 1:27) rather thanargin, and at Matt. 1:16 the
N.E.B. and some editions of the R.S.V. include in a footnote a reading found only in the Sinaitic
Syriac manuscript which states tdaseph was the father of Jesus.

The N.E.B. exhibits all too plainly a special hostilibythe deity of Christ. This is seen in the
way in which the Greek worgroskyneo idranslated. When it is applied to God, the N.E.B.
always translates iorship,but when it is applied to JesusetN.E.B. persistently translates it
pay homager bow low.Thus the translators refuse to atthat Jesus was worshipped by the



early Church. Even the Old Testament quotatibat all the angels of God worship Him
(Heb.1:6), is rendered by the N.E.Bet all the angels of God pay him homagke only passage

in which proskyneo igranslatedvorshipwhen applied to Jesus is in Luke 24:52. But here this
clause is placed in a footnote as a leiant reading. By using the womdorship here these
modernistic translators give expression to rthelief that the worship of Jesus was a late
development which took place in the Church only after the true New Testament text had been
written.

(b) Contemporary Modern-speech English Bibles

In addition to the R.S.V. and the N.E.B. at least 25 other modern speech English Bibles and
New Testaments have been published. Sontbesie, notably the Weymouth (1903), the Moffatt
(1913), and the Goodspeed (1923), enjoyed gpegtularity in their own day but now are
definitely out of date. We will confine our marks therefore to contemporary modern-speech
versions which are being widely used today by evangelicals.

(1) The New Testament In the Language of the Pebpl€harles B. Williams (1937). As he
states in his preface, Williams follows the text@éstcott and Hort. He not only adopts all their
errors but even goes beyond them in omitting portions of the New Testament text. For example,
he omits Luke 22:43-44 (Christgyony and bloody sweat) and Luke 23:34a (Christ's prayer for
His murderers) instead of putting these passagbgraitkets as Westcott and Hort do. As for John
7:53-8:11 (the woman taken in adultery), d@es not place this passage at the end of John's
Gospel, as Westcott and Hort do, but omits it altogether. In addition, Williams interjects bits of
higher criticism into his introductions to the v@ars New Testament books. For example, he tells
us that the author of John's Gospel is likébhn the Apostle but some scholars think another
John wrote it. It is usually thought, he says, that Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians, | and 2 Timothy, but
some deny it, etc.

(2) New American Standard New Testaméf@60) Lockman Foundation. As its name
implies, this is a modernization of the A.S.\ follows the text of the A.S.V. very closely and
even goes farther in it's omissions. For exampid, uke 24:51 it omits Christ's ascension into
heaven, which the A.S.V. had left standing ie text. In the “Way of Life Edition" of this
modern-speech version we have an illogical mixture of pietism and naturalistic thinking. In the
text there are verses in black letter which a siia&r believe to the saving of his soul, while at
the bottom of the page are frequent notes whichralestl confidence in the sacred text, stating
that such and such readings are not found énbisst manuscripts, etelow can such a Bible
convert a thinking college student? No wondehds to be supplemented by much music and
mysticism, fun and frolic.

(3) The New Testament in the Language of To@E863), by Wiliam F. Beck. This
modern-speech version makes much of Papyi mentioning it frequently. In John 8:57 the
translator adopts the unusual reading of PapyrusHas, Abraham seen Yolifistead of the
common readingiHave You seen AbrahamCdnsistency requires that Dr. Beck adopt the other
unusual readings of Papyrus 75, suchNasesfor the name of the Rich Man (Luke 16:19),
shepherdfor door (John 10:7)raised for saved(John 11:12). But in these passages Dr. Beck
adopts the common readings, forsaking Papyrusrtbha doesn't even mention the fact that this
recently discovered authority omits the blind matdnfession of faith (John 9:38). In short, as a
textual critic Dr. Beck seems rather capricious in his choices.



(4) Good News For Modern Man, The N@wstament in Today's English Versi@d®66),
American Bible Society. This version claims to be based on a Greek text published specially by
the United Bible Societies in 1966 with the aid of noted scholars. The translation was prepared by
Dr. Robert G. Bratcher. In it some verses are othéted others marked with brackets. But this is
done capriciously without regard even to naturalistic principles. For example, Christ's agony and
bloody sweat (Luke 22:43-44) is bracketed, while Christ's prayer for His murderers (Luke
23:34a) is left unbracketed. This version has lesdied "the bloodless Bible," since it shuns the
mention of Christ'blood, preferring instead to speak of Chrisitath.

(5) The Living New Testament, Paraphrag&fl67), by Ken Taylor. This paraphrase uses the
A.S.V. as its basic text. Like so many other modern-speech Bibles in vogue among evangelicals,
it is arbitrary in its renderings. The nant&gn of Manfor example, which Jesus applied to
Himself is rendered six different ways. Sometimes it is translatedmetimedHe, sometimes
Son of Mankind,sometimesMan from HeavensometimesMan of Glory, and sometimes
Messiah.And this variation is kept up even inrpHel passages in which the Greek wording is
identical. For example, in Matt.9%on of Man idranslated, while in Mark 2:10 it is translated
I, the Man from HeaveWhat reason is there for this whimsitaatment of onef our Saviour's
sacred titles? Taylor gives none. DoctrinallysaalTaylor wrests the Scriptures with his
paraphrase. For instance, in Rom. 8:28 Taylor tedlshat all things work for our good, if only
we love God and fit into His plans.

(6) The Jerusalem Bible(1966), Doubleday. This Bible was originally a French
modern-speech version prepared by French Ro@etholic scholars at L'Ecole Biblique (The
Biblical School) at Jerusalem and published in Paris in 1955. It sold so widely in the
French-speaking world that a few years latemmercial publishers in England and America
jointly undertook an equivalent English version, which they published in 1966 under the
sensational and misleading titlerusalem BibleThe modernism of this Bible also is offensive to
orthodox Christians.

(7) The New American Bibl€1970), Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. This official,
Roman Catholic, modern-speech Bible, with aguafy letter of approval from Pope Paul VI, has
been authorized as a source of readings in tagsMn the text and notes and in the introductions
to the New Testament books many critical positiémsnerly regarded as official have been
sharply reversed. For example, it is now perrhissior Roman Catholics to hold that the Gospel
of Matthew is an expanded version of the GosgeMark and later than the Gospel of Luke.
Permission is also given to maintain that @aspel of John was not written by the Apostle John
but by a disciple-evangelist and then was latersegl/by a disciple-redactor. It is also suggested
that 2 Peter was not written by the Apostle Patet even that 1 Peter may likewise have been
pseudonymous. Mark 16:9-20 and John 7:53-8:11Inateegarded as original portions of their
respective Gospels, and thehannine commél John 5:7-8) is omitted without comment. This
complete about-face is ominous, for it shows how far Roman Catholic authorities are willing to
go in their efforts to give themselves a "new imlagnd to make room for modernists in their
ecclesiastical structure. Liberal Protestantisnbisuato collapse and fall into the waiting arms of
Roman Catholicism. And many dansistent Fundamentalists wile involved in this disaster
because of their addiction to naturalistic Wé estament textual criticism and naturalistic
modern-speech versions.

(8) New International Versio1973), New York Bible Society. This translation follows the
critical (Westcott and Hort) text. There seems to be nothing particularly remarkable about it.
However, it is falsely callethternational.Obviously it is wholly American, sometimes painfully



so. For example, it joinBeck's versionand Good News for Modern Main consistently
substitutingroosterfor cock.But this is American barnyard talk. Is there anything wrong with our
American barnyard talk? As good Americans we answer, of course not. Nevertheless, however,
such talk is not literary enough to be given a place in holy Scripture.

(c) The King James Version — The Providentially Appointed English Bible

Do we believing Bible Students "worship" the King James Version? Do we regard it as
inspired, just as the ancient Jewish philosofPleito (d. 42 A.D.) and many early Christians
regarded the Septuagint as inspired? Omegoclaim the same supremacy for the King James
Version that Roman Catholics claim for the Latinlgate? Do we magnify its authority above
that of the Hebrew and Greek Old and New Testament Scriptures? We have often been accused
of such excessive veneration for the King Jamnession, but these accusations are false. In
regard to Bible versions we follow the exampfeChrist's Apostles. We adopt the same attitude
toward the King James Version that thagintained toward the Septuagint.

In their Old Testament quotations the Apestinever made any distinction between the
Septuagint and the Hebrew Scriptures. They never said, "The Septuagint translates this verse thus
and so, but in the original Hebrew it is this way." Why not? Why did they pass up all these
opportunities to display their learning? Evidentchuse of their great respect for the Septuagint
and the position which it occupied in the provide of God. In other words, the Apostles
recognized the Septuagint as the providentially approved translation of the Old Testament into
Greek. They understood that this was the version that God desired the gentile Church of their day
to use as its Old Testament Scripture.

In regard to Bible versions, then, we fellahe example of the Apostles and the other
inspired New Testament writers. Just as thegognized the Septuagint as the providentially
appointed translation of the Hebrew Old Besént into Greek, so we recognize the King James
Version and the other great historic translatiohthe holy Scriptures as providentially approved.
Hence we receive the King James Version as the providentially appointed English Bible.
Admittedly this venerable version is not alhsely perfect, but it is trustworthy. No
Bible-believing Christian who relies upon it will eves led astray. But it is just the opposite with
modern versions. They are untrustworthy, aray ttho lead Bible-believing Christians astray.

It is possible, if the Lord tarry that in theture the English language will change so much
that a new English translation of the Bible vii#come absolutely necesgaBut in that case any
version which we prepare today would be equallyiquated. Hence this is a matter which we
must leave to God, who alone knows what istiore for us. For the present, however, and the
foreseeable future no new translation is neetethke the place of the King James Version.
Today our chief concern must be to creatéiraate of Christian thought and learning which God
can use providentially should the need for sachew English version ever arise. This would
insure that only the English wording would teeised and not the underlying Hebrew and Greek
text.

(For further discussion s&lieving Bible Studyp. 81-88, 214-228).
(d) Which King James Version?— A Feeble Rebuttal

Opponents of the King James Version often tryefate us by asking us which edition of the
King James Version we receive as authoritative. For example, a professor in a well known Bible



school writes as follows: "With specific referenicethe King James translation, | must ask you
which revision you refer to as the one to be accefteuis been revised at least three times. The
first translation of 1611 included the Apocrypha, which | do not accept as authoritative."

This retort, however, is very weak. Ahe editions of the King James Version from 1611
onward are still extant and have been examineditaly by F. H. A. Scrivener and other careful
scholars. Aside from printers errors, these edgi differ from each other only in regard to
spelling, punctuation, and, in a few places, é¢aliHence any one of them may be used by a
Bible-believing Christian. The fact that some of them include the Apocrypha is beside the point,
since this does not affect their accuracy in the Old and New Testaments.



CHAPTER NINE

CHRIST'S HOLY WAR WITH SATAN

As Dean Burgon (1883) pointed out, the history of the New Testament text is the history of a
conflict between God and Satan. Soon aftex New Testament books were written Satan
corrupted their texts by means of heretics and misguided critics whom he had raised up. These
assaults, however, on the integrity of the Wordemepulsed by the providence of God, who
guided true believers to reject these false readingso preserve the True Text in the majority of
the Greek New Testament manuscripts. And at the end of the middle ages this True Text was
placed in print and became the Textus Recgpthe foundation of the glorious Protestant
Reformation.

But Satan was not defeated. Instead he stageldver come-back by means of naturalistic
New Testament textual criticism. Old corrupt manuscripts, which had been discarded by the
God-guided usage of the believing Church, were brought out of their hiding places and
re-instated. Through naturalisttextual criticism also the fatal logic of unbelief was set in
motion. Not only the text but every aspect of thbl®iand of Christianity came to be regarded as
a purely natural phenomenon. Aratldy thousands of Bible-belieg Christians are falling into
this devil's trap through their use of modepeeach versions which are based on naturalistic
textual criticism and so introduce the reader ® nlturalistic point of view. By means of these
modern-speech versions Satan deprives his victirbstbfthe shield of faith and the sword of the
Spirit and leaves them unarmed and helpless bélfigreerrors and temptations of this modern,
apostate world. What a clever come-back! Haatan must be hugging himself with glee over the
seeming success of his devilish strategy.

1. The Gospel And The Logic Of Faith

How can we dispel these dark clouds of ewbich the devil has generated and bring a new
Reformation to our modern age? In only ong/waamely, through the preaching of the Gospel.
But the Gospel which we preach must be the fiiospel, and we must preach it not according to
the dictates of our own human logic but according to the logic of faith. We must preach the
Gospel,first, as a message that must be beliesadond,as a command that must be obeyed,
and, third, as an assurance that comforts and sustdiet us therefore discuss these three
concepts briefly.

(a) The Gospel Is a Message that Must Be Believed

The Gospel is a message that must be beli@adLord Jesus Himseléaches us this in the
Gospel of MarkNow after that John was put in prisa¥esus came into Gadié, preaching the
gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, filme is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand, repent ye and believe the gogqiérk 1:14-15). And what was this Gospel which Jesus
commanded all who heard Him to believe? THatshould die upon the cross for sinners. Jesus
explained this also to His disciples on the rtm@aesarea PhilippAnd He began to teach them,
that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief
priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again....And when He had called the



people unto Him with His disciples also, He samto them, Whosoever will come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross and folMmv For whosoever will save his life shall lose
it; but whosoever shall lose his life for Mykeaand the gospel's, the same shall savéMark
8:31, 34-35).

There are four things especially which we must believe concerning Christ's atoning death for
sinners:

First, Christ died for many sinnerBor even the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto,
but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for mévipark 10:45).

SecondChrist died for all kinds of sinners, for all sorts and conditions of wed.|, if | be
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unbMe. This He said, signifying what death He
should digJohn 12:32-33).

Third, Christ died for sinners the world ovéror God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not His Son into the world to camaethe world; but that the world through Him
might be save{lohn 3:16-17).

Fourth, Christ died for all those sinners whimwn through the ages would be converted
through the preaching of the Gospekither pray | for theséthe Apostlesalone, but for them
also which shall believe on Me through their waitht they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art
in Me, and | in Thee, that they all may be one in Us, that the world may believe that Thou has
sent Mg(John 17:20-21).

(b) The Gospel Is a Command that Must Be Obeyed

We must believe the message of the GospelChaist died for sinners, but we cannot really
do so until we apply this message to ourselveshatidve in Jesus personally. And this is what
Jesus commands us to do in the Gospélat must we ddhe Jews asked Him hypocritically,
that we might work the works of God ? This is the work of Gledanswered sternlyhat ye
believe on Him whom He hath sddbhn 6:29). And Jesus repeated this command again and
again throughout the course of His earthly ministrgml the bread of life: he that cometh to Me
shall never hunger, and he that believeth on Me shall never tfligdtn 6:35).1 am the
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and
whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never(diidhn 11:25-26)Ye believe in God, believe
also in Me(John 14:1).

But how do we obey the command of the Gospel? How do we believe in Jesus? How do we
receive Him? By repenting and applying the message of the Gospel to ourselves (Mark 1:15). By
believing that Jesus died for us personally on tbesrThis is what Jesuold Nicodemus when

he came to Him by night seeking salvatiéind as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have eternal lif§John 3:14-15). We must receive Jesus as our perfect sadhtcso eateth My

flesh and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life: and | will raise him up at the lastJdéw 6:54).

We must trust wholly in His body given and His blood shed for us at Caldagy.He took

bread, and gave thanks, and brake it and gave unto,teaymg, This is My body which is given

for you: this do in remembrance of Me. Likewise alsocup after supper, saying, This cup is the
new testament in My blood, which is shed for (fake 22:20).



(c) The Gospel Is an Assurance that Comforts and Sustains

We are saved, first, by believing the messagthefGospel that Jesus died for sinners and,
second, by applying this message to ourselves savthatpent and believe that Jesus died for us
personally upon the cross. But there is also a third requirement. We must persevere, we must
abide in Christ. Jesus reminds His Apostles of this obligation in His famous metaphothe
vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in &t | in him the same bringeth forth much fruit:
for without Me ye can do nothing. If a man abide imole, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and casnthinto the fire, and they are burngibhn 15:5-6).

How about this third requirement? Will we perse®in the future will we still believe and be
saved, or will we cease to believe and become @aaWill we abide in Christ, or will we be
cast forth as a broken branch and perish?

The Gospel gives us the assurance which @sgino comfort us and calm our fears. In the
Gospel Jesus teaches us that the sinners for whom He died were given unto Him by God the
Father in the eternal Covenant of Grace before the foundation of the wibridat the Father
giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that contetiMe | will in no wise cast out. For | came
down from heaven not to do Mine own will, e will of Him that sent Me. And this is the
Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me | should lose nothing, but
should raise it up again at the last d@lohn 6:37-39). Because true bedies have been given to
Christ by God the Father, they shall never peifidysheep hear My voice, and | know them, and
they follow Me: And | give unto them eternal;lifad they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, which gave them Me is greater than all and no man
is able to pluck them out of My Father's hdddhn 10:27-29).

I am the good shepherdesus sayshe good shepherd giveth His life for the shé#ghn
10:11). Christ died for the elect, for those thal baen given to Him by God the Father before
the foundation of the world.am the good shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.
As the Father knoweth Me, even so knovelRhather: and | lay down My life for the she@phn
10:14-15). There are three ways especially inctvithis doctrine comforts believers. In tfiest
place, this doctrine teaches us that Jesus lovewtusnly on the cross but from all eternity. He
loved me and gave Himself for if@@al. 2:20). In thesecondplace this doctrine reveals to us that
on the cross Jesus not only fully satisfied for all gins but also purchased for us the gift of the
Holy Spirit and of faithTherefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of
the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, kh shed forth this, which ye now see and hear
(Acts 2:33). And in thehird place, this doctrine assures us that we will never lose our eternal
redemption, which was obtained for us by Jesus through His sufferings and\tigtiter by the
blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption for (ideb. 9:12).

2. Hyper-Calvinism and Arminianism Versus the Logic Of Faith

Christ died for sinners of every sort (John 12:32). Repent and believe that He died for you
personally (John 3:14-15). Christ died for Hikect (John 10: 11). Believe and be comforted
(John 14:1). Know that Jesus loved you not only on the cross but from all eternity (Gal. 2:20).
Know that on the cross He not only fully satisffed all your sins but also purchased for you the
gift of the Holy Spirit and of faith (Acts 2:33Know that you shall never perish because no man



is able to pluck you out of your heavenly Fath hand (John 10:29). Such is the Gospel when it
is preached according to the logic of faith.

Many modern Christians, however, reject thugic of faith on the ground that it does not
solve the problem of the non-elect (the reprobate). "What about the non-elect,” they clamor, "how
do these reprobates fit into the logic of faith? FdClirist died for the elect only, then how can
God command all men to repent and believe @faist died for them personally? For then He
would be asking the non-elect to believe sonmgttthat is not true in their case. And how can
God find fault with the non-elect for not believititat Christ died for them personally? For how
can He blame them for not believing something that is not true in regard to them?"

There are three answers to this objection (WHICH NO CONVICTED SINNER WILL EVER
RAISE): first, the hyper-Calvinistic answesecond,the Arminian answerthird, the biblical
answer, which is founded on the logic of faith.

(a) Hyper-Calvinism—An Error of Human Logic

Hyper-Calvinists base their presentation o Bospel upon a faulty human logic. They
reason that because Christ died for the elegt salvation is offered to the elect only. Hence
before a sinner can believe that Christ diedhiar personally upon the cross, he must try to find
out whether he has any right to believe thisother words, according to the hyper-Calvinists,
before a sinner can receive Jesus as his Savieunust have good grounds for believing that he
is one of God's elect.

How can we determine whether we are membefBaaf's elect? How can we find out whether we
have the right to believe that Jesus died foupen the cross? According to the hyper-Calvinists,
there are two tests by which we can discover this.firkt test is repentance. Do we truly repent,

are we genuinely sorry for our sins? The second test is willinghleggeople shall be willing in

the day of Thy power (Psalbi0:3). Are we truly willing to receive Jesus as our Saviour? Do we
really wish to be saved? According to hyperv@dsm, we have no right to believe that Jesus
died for us personally until we can answer thesestions in the affirmative. Only if we pass
these preliminary tests, do we have any reason for supposing that we belong to the elect for
whom the Saviour laid down His life.

Hyper-Calvinism appeals to some because dtdight it seems to be logical and to promote
earnestness. Actually, however, it is illogical. On the one hand, it requires us to know that we are
elect before we believe in Christ, and, on otieer hand, it teaches us that the only way we can
know that we are elect is to begin to believ€hrist by repenting and being willing to have Him
as our Saviour. And even the earnestness of Hyper-Calvinism is often detrimental. It takes our
eyes off our Saviour and turns them inward on ourselves and our mental state. It fills us with
doubt as to whether we are saved or even caabed. And, finally Hyper-Calvinism makes the
conversion of a sinner very difficult, almost impossible. For it teaches him that he cannot believe
in Christ savingly until he is sure that he is afi¢he elect. But how can a sinner ever be sure of
this apart from Christ?

(b) Arminianism—Another Error of Human Logic
But what if we drop the doctrine of election altogether and assert that Christ died for all

human beings? Arminians do this and are vegagdd with themselves. & claim that this
makes the way of salvation very simple. First you take as your major premise the proposition,



"Christ died for all human beings." Then you supply the minor premise, "I am a human being."
Then you draw the conclusion, "Christ died foe." Then on the basis of this conclusion you
receive Christ as your Saviour.

But this "simple Gospel" is not so simple afédl. There are difficulties. As an exposition of
the way of salvation it is faulty in three respetitisthe first place, | cannot first believe that Jesus
died for others and then as a consequence believe that Jesus died for me. For how can | really be
sure that Jesus died for others unless | first aim that He died for me? In the second place, if |
believe this proposition, "Jesus died for me," merely as the conclusion of a logical syllogism, then
| do not truly believe it and hence have no basis for receiving Jesus as my Saviour. But on the
other hand, if | truly believe that Jesus died for me, then | have already received Him as my
Saviour. In the third place, | cannot first beligbhat Jesus died for me and then on this basis
receive Jesus as my Saviour. For repenting, believing, and receiving are all aspects of one act of
faith. They go together and cannot be separfated one another. | receive Jesus as my Saviour
by repenting and believing that He died for me.tiylIto receive Him in any other way, then | am
not a Christian but a mystic.

Hence it is a mistake to tell a sinner firsthelieve that Jesus died for all human beings
numerically, and then to believe that Jesus died for him because he is a human being, and finally
to receive Jesus as his Saviour on this basis. For this implies that there is no difference between
saved saints and lost sinners from the standpoifatithf Both saved saints and lost sinners could
unite in the same confession, "Jesus died fohahan beings. Therefore Jesus must have died
for me because | am a human being." In this tadle the saved saint and the lost sinner would
believe the same thing, and the only difference between the two would be that the saved saint
receivesChrist as his Saviour while the lost sinner doesn't. And this would imply that we are
saved not bybelievingbut by a receivingwhich is different from believing, by a "yielding" to
Christ perhaps, or a "surrendering” to Him, or a "turning over of our lives" to Him. But all this is
salvation by works and contrary to the Bibler Floe Scriptures plainly teach that to receive
Christ as Saviour is to believe on HiBelieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved
(Acts 16:31).But as many as received Him, to thervey&le power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His na@ehn 1:12).

These, then, are some of the cardinal erodré\rminianism. It tends to break down the
distinction between the saved and the lost. It substitutes an unbiblealingfor the believing
commanded in the Gospel. Hence it minimizes thdrohacof justification by faith and promotes
an unscriptural mysticism.

(c) The Logic of Faith —Christ's Death Sufficient for All Men but Efficient for the Elect

"Christ died sufficiently for all men but effiently only for the elect." This is an ancient
saying which is not found in Scripture but which sums up very well the teaching of the Bible
concerning the death of Christ. It emphasizes three points especially:

First, the doctrine of election and God's universainmand to all men to repent and trust in
Jesus' blood are not contrary. For our Lord Jesus Christ Himself taught both. On the one hand, He
taught the doctrine of election with great plainness, especially in His high priestly [ratyer,
the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee. As Thou hast given Him
power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast givédoHim
17:1-2). On the other hand, Jesus offered salwato all men without distinction and even
mourned over the non-elect that refused tdielbe in Him. Consider, for example, His



lamentation over the apostate city of Jerusalendefsalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets and stonest them which are sent unto tiwee often would | have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye wgMdthd3:37).

But how do we reconcile these two strands inlaud's teaching? Only God knows the answer to
this question.The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are
revealed belong unto us and to our child{@eut. 29:29).

Secondwe cannot receive Christ by human logic but only by the logic of faith. Both the
hyper-Calvinists and the Arminians try to reason their way to Christ by means of logical
syllogisms. The hyper-Calvinist says, "Christ died for the elect. | am one of the elect. Therefore
Christ must have died for me." The Arminian says, "Christ died for all human beings. | am a
human being. Therefore Christ must have diedhfer" But it is not in this way that we believe
that Christ died for us upon the cross. If tndy believe this, then this belief is tf@undationof
all our reasoning and not a conclusion which amgve at through logical reasoning. In other
words, the belief that Jesus died for us upon tbescis the beginning of the logic of faith. We
arrive at this belief not through reasoning bubtiyh an act of faith. And this act of faith makes
us truly reasonable because it brings us into immediate contact with i@hsikbm are hid all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledg@el. 2:3).

Third, we perform this act of faith through the effectual calling of the Holy Spirit. How do
we break through the encirclement of our lamrrexperience and reach out and lay hold on
Christ? How are we able to believe that Jafied for us upon the cross? This we do not know
exactly. We only know that the Holy Spirit makes us alte man can say that Jesus is the Lord,
but by the Holy Ghogtl Cor. 12.3). We are saved through the Holy Spirit's regenerative power.
Not by works of righteousness which we have domeaccording to His mercy He saved us, by
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy GHdtsts 3:5). The Holy Spirit, sent by
God the Father, draws me to God's Son and teaches me that Jesus diedNtonrar.can come
to Me except the Father which hath sent Me draw him: and | will raise him up at the last day. It is
written in the prophets, And they shall be alight of God. Every one therefore that hath heard
and hath learned of the Father cometh unto Wighn 6:44-45). Thus it is the Holy Spirit that
introduces us to the logic of faith.

3. The Logic Of Faith And The Christian Thought-System

"Lord Jesus, | repent. O blessed Redeemer, | believe that Thou didst die for me personally
upon the cross. Forgive me and take me, O ThguSaviour.” When a sinner receives Jesus in
this manner by the power of the Holy Spirit, teshiaken the first step in the logic of faith. And
this first step leads tihreemomentous changes in his life and thinking:

First, the converted sinner exchanges a sinfulfliiea godly life. This was the emphasis of
the Ancient Church. Justin Martyr (165 A)Dthus describes the striking change which
Christianity made in the lives of these early believers. "We who once served lust now find our
delight only in pure morals; we who once follavsorcery, now have consecrated ourselves to
the good and unbegotten God; we vamze loved gain above all, nayive what we have for the
common use and share with every needy onewiteonce hated and desteal one another, and
on account of their different manners would not liwith men of a different tribe, now, since the
coming of Christ, live with them, pray for ouremies, and seek to convince those who hate us
unjustly that they may live according to the goodagepts of Christ, to the end that they may



become partakers with us of the same joyful hope of a reward from God, the Ruler of all" (First
Apology, Chap. 14).

Secondthe converted sinner exchanges a guidlyil conscience for a good and peaceful
conscience. This was the emplsasf the Reformation Church under the leadership of Martin
Luther. During the middle ages professing Christiiesl to rid themselves of guilt and secure
peace of conscience through penances, pilgrimagasades, the building of great cathedrals,
and finally through the purchase of indulgences from the pope. It was at this point that Luther
arose and nailed his Ninety-five Theses on the chdwoi in Wittenberg. In them he insisted that
an indulgence can never remove guilt, for Godkegd this authority in His own hand. Only by
true faith in Christ can guilt be taken awgystification granted, and peace of conscience
obtained (Rom. 3:28). This was the message that ushered in the Protestant Reformation.

Third, the converted sinner exchanges a carnal mind for a spiritual mind. This must be our
emphasis today in the Modern Church if wdytrdesire to bring in a New Reformatidfor to be
carnally minded is death; but to Ispiritually minded is life and pead®om. 8:6). This is a
favorite Bible verse with many pious, modern Ghans. The only trouble is that they take far
too narrow and restricted a view of the spiritual-mindedness which God requires. It is not
sufficient for us to be spiritually minded oniy our private devotions or when doing mission
work or talking with Christian friends or spea$f in a Church. Many modern Christians are
spiritually minded in these respects but arenally minded in their New Testament textual
criticism, in their philosophy and science, and in their economic and political views. In these
areas their thinking is the same as the thinking of unbelievers.

To be truly spiritually minded, therefore,semething much bigger and more comprehensive
than these pietists suppose. To be spiritually niridehe largest and best sense is to follow the
logic of faith out into every realm of thought and life and thus to work out biblical views
concerning the nature of faith, concerning tholy Scriptures, concerning philosophy and
science, and concerning politics and economics. Irrondev, to see how all this fits together, let
us review very briefly the teaching of the Bible in these four fields.

(a) The Biblical View of Faith—The Difference Between Faith and Mere Belief

What is the difference between faith and doubtikigihy Christians are unable to answer this
guestion because they confuse divine, God given fétth mere animal or human belief. Animal
belief arises spontaneously out of habit. If youymuir dog's food in a certain bowl, he will soon
believe that this is the place to go when hungry. But if you stop putting food in the bowl, his
belief will begin to give place to doubt andliveventually cease. Our human beliefs likewise
arise involuntarily out of our experience. For example, unless we are very ill or in great danger,
we cannot help believing that we will be alitemorrow, because this has always been our
experience. Yet we cannot be sure. So wherbelieve anything, we partly doubt it, and when
we doubt anything we partly believe it.

But our faith in God is different from all ourhar beliefs. For otherwise this faith would be
in part a doubting, and our thinking would he better than a dog's. God is the Truth, the
Supreme Reality on which all other realities depeno8l of truth and without iniquity, just and
right is He(Deut. 32:4). And because God is most real, we must believe in Him as such. We must
let nothing else be more real to us than God. For this is faith! Anything less than this would be
doubting. We must make God and Jesus Christ His Son the starting point of all our thinking.



We see, then, the difference between the carnally minded man and the spiritually minded
man. The carnally minded man begins his tmgkiwith something other than God and then
believes in God merely as a probability or agbility. Hence he cannot distinguish between
believing and doubting. All his beliefs are doubtflihe spiritual man takes God and Jesus Christ
His Son as the starting point of all his thinking. When anything else becomes more real to him
than God and Christ, then he knows that he is tilogitand must repent and return to the feet of
his Saviour.

(b) The Biblical View of the Holy Scriptures — Their Content and History

The spiritual man is drawn to the holy Bible by the logic of faith as by a magnet. For how
else can he take God as the starting point of all his thinking save through the diligent study of the
sacred Scriptures. They are God's revelation of HIMSELF, the eyeglasses through which we may
view aright God’s revelation of Himself in na&y the key to God's revelation of Himself in
history, the pure well of salvation to which the preachers of the Gospel must continually repair
for fresh supplies of living water. In the Scripts God reveals Himself as the God of Creation,
the God of History, and the God of Salvationthe first chapter of Genesis God reveals Himself
as the almighty Creator God. In the Prophets Meals Himself as the faithful Covenant God. In
the Four Gospels and the other New Testarhenks He reveals Himself as the triune Saviour
God

Right views of the content of the Bible lead to right views of the history of its text. Because
the Gospel is true and necessary for the salvati@owlf, the Bible which contains this Gospel
must have been infallibly inspired. And since Bible was infallibly inspired, it must have been
preserved down through the ages by God's sppmaidence And this providential preservation
took place not in holes and caves but in the usage of the Church. And it did not cease with the
invention of printing. Hence the true text of W&cripture is found today in the printed Masoretic
text, in the Textus Receptus, and in the King James Version and other faithful translations.

The logic of faith also shows us the amsistencies and absurdities of unbelieving Bible
study. The Old Testament critics, for examplenddhat the art of writing had been known for
centuries before the time of Moses, but they gtiist that the Old Testament material was
transmitted orally for hundreds of years after the death of Moses, not being written down until the
8th century B.C. And in the New Testament field unbelieving scholars tell us that the books of
the New Testament were written not by the Afgssbut by anonymous persons in the Early
Church and that Christianity, including even Jesiimself, was also the invention of such
anonymous persons. But if thes@aymous persons had so much ability as this, how could they
possibly have remained anonymous?

(c) The Biblical View of Philosophy and Science—Truth and Fact

Through the study of the Scriptures also we are led to a biblical view of philosophy and
science and especially of truth and fact. It isthis last respect that modern unbelievers fail
notably. For the most part they are positivists. They insist that we must begin our thinking with
facts, facts which (they claim) are independent of God, facts (they say) that are so no matter
whether God exists or not. But when you ask thvemat facts are, they cannot tell you. Hence
they are beginning their thinking blindly. The Bible, on the other hand, tells us what facts are.
Facts ardemporal truthavhich God, the eternal Truth (John 14:6), has established by His works
of creation and providence. God reveals these factsture and in the holy Scriptures, and in
and through the facts He reveals Himself. Taetd which God clearly reveals are certain, the



facts which He less clearly reveals are probabid,the facts which He does not reveal at all are
His secrets (Deut. 29:29), forever hidden from the mind of man. Error and falsehood, however,
are not from God but from Satan, the evil one.

By virtue of God's common grace unbelieving scientists know many facts, but because they
ignore God's revelation of Himself in and through these facts, they too fall into many
inconsistencies. For example, they say thatuhiverse has been expanding into infinite space
from all eternity. Why then hasn't it disappeal®ag ago? Some try to answer this question by
supposing that the universe is constantly beamjenished by hydrogen atoms which come from
nothing. Others say that the universe is alitaly expanding and contracting like an accordion.
They admit, however, that this oscillation abulot have gone on from all eternity but would
have eventually "damped out" and come to a halt. (1)

In other scientific fields also unbelieversntradict themselves in fundamental ways. In
geology, for example, the uniformitarians admattthe fossils were buried quickly, but at the
same time they insist that the strata in whiah fissils are buried were laid down very slowly.
And similarly, evolutionists appeal to reason ie #ffort to justify their theory, but at the same
time they overthrow the authority of human reason by assigning it an animal origin. And nuclear
physicists also contradict themselves, professinggetieve in scientific law but at the same time
maintaining that the atom is governed by the laws of chance.

We see therefore that in spite of the mamgrvelous achievements the history of modern
science has been one of apostasy and rebedgainst God. Newton, the father of modern
science, believed in God, but he was led byrai®nalism to give first place in his thinking to
four independent, disconnected absolutes whichdteset up, namely, time, space, inertia, and
gravity. To God, creation, providence, and the Bible Newton gave only second place in his
thinking. And later scientists dropped thesdigieus concepts, retaining only Newton's
rationalistic absolutes. Hence the canictions which we have noticed.

Einstein revised Newtonian science (on his aenfession) in a pantheistic direction. He
made simultaneity relative to the human obser¥his led to two different kinds of simultaneity,
namely, the simultaneity of events near at handhich the observer is present (mathematically
plus), and the simultaneity of events far avilaywhich the observer is absent (mathematically
minus). But Einstein ignored this discrepancy. Aidstein also ignored the observable fact that
simultaneous events do not occur in exactlysdmme space but do occur at exactly the same time.
Hence simultaneity is coincidence in time oalyd does not at all depend on the human observer
and his position in space.

On what then does simultaneity depend? On thnak plan of God. In the Bible God reveals
Himself as the only Absoluté.am God, and there is none else; | am God, and there is none like
Me (Isaiah 46 9). God's eternal plan for all things is the only ultimate contiribaobaring the
end from the beginning, and from ancient times tthings that are not yet done, saying, My
counsel shall stand, and | will do all My pleasiflsaiah 46:10). Hence God created time when
He began to fulfill His eternal plan, ando created space when He created the world.
Simultaneity, therefore, depends on the eternal decree ofv@mdworketh all things after the
counsel of His own wil(Eph. 1:11). Such is the comprehensive framework which the Bible
affords for all the details of science.

The Bible, therefore, enables us to intergi@éntific experiments properly. For example, the
Michelson-Morley experiment, which Einstein tried to explain away, actually indicates that the



earth is not travelling in space but is stationary. In other words, the earth camapidwedout

of its place (Psalm 104:5). It has an absolutatia which cannot be overcome. This absolute
inertia of the earth, combined with the eartiravity, probably guides the motion of the sun and
moon. It would not control the movements of the planets, however, since these are governed by
the gravity of the sun. Hence it is probable tiet sun, like the moon, revolves about the earth,
while the planets revolve about the sun. Thypothesis was advanced 400 years ago by Tycho
Brahe. Unfortunately, it was rejected by his ipufepler, who for mystic reasons preferred a
sun-centered universe.

(For further discussion s&zlieving Bible Studyp. 165-71, 223-24.)
(d) The Biblical View of Politics and Economics — Occupy Till | Come

On September 25, 1961, President John Fnkdy made an address before the United
Nations General Assembly in which he committhe United States of America to an eventual
surrender to the United Nations Peace Force. frbgram to be presented to this Assembly for
general and complete disarmament under effediteenational control moves to bridge the gap
between those who insist on a gradual appr@achthose who talk only of the final and total
achievement. It would create machinery to keeppbace as it destroys the machinery of war. It
would proceed through balanced and safeguasiages designed to give no state a military
advantage over another. It would place the fimaponsibility for verification and control where
it belongs not with the big powers alone, not withe's adversary or one's self, but in an
international organization within tfieamework of the United Nations." (2)

For almost two decades this policy of utélal disarmament and surrender has been
relentlessly pursued by the forces of the Libertl-lentil now the end of the road is clearly in
sight. Humanly speaking, the United States has arfigw more years to exist as an independent
nation. Soon riots and insurrections will take place. Then the Russians will move in with
overwhelming force in the name of the Unitddtions, and the United States Government will
surrender as planned. Then world governmerg, dbal of the Liberal-left, will have been
achieved. Christians, however, will bterly persecuted even unto death.

Most American citizens are completely cdrnabsorbed in their fleshly pursuits and
oblivious to their country's impending doom. And, tragically, this carnal carelessness is shared by
many professing Christians. They take a balcaey of these threatening dangers and will not
lift a finger to avert them, insisting that theptare will take place before these disasters overtake
America. But this is a misuse of bitdil prophecy. Christ's word to us ®¢cupy till | come
(Luke 19:13). We must not use the doctringhaf second coming of our Lord as an excuse for
failure to do our present duty now. As spiritualtyinded Christians we must work for the
re-arming of our country and do everything wan to roll back the tide of atheism and
communism which is now engulfing the world. But in order to accomplish this we must first arm
ourselves witlthe sword of the Spir{Eph. 6:17), namely, the true Word of God, which is found
today in the printed Masoretic text, the TexResceptus, and the King James Version and other
faithful translations.

(e) Why Believing Bible Students Must Use the King James Version—A Recapitulation
In regard to Bible versions many contermggr Christians are behaving like spoiled and

rebellious children. They want a Bible version that pleases them no matter whether it pleases God
or not. "We want a Bible version in our own idiom," they clamor. "We want a Bible that talks to



us in the same way in which we talk to ourrids over the telephone. We want an informal God,
no better educated than ourselves, with a limitechbulary and a taste for modern slang.” And
having thus registered their preference, they gir teveral ways. Some of them unite with the
modernists in using the R.S.V. or the N.E®thers deem the N.A.S.V. or the N.L.V. more

"evangelical". Still others opt for the T.E.V. or thiwing Bible.

But God is bigger than you are, dear friemtfj ¢he Bible version which you must use is not a
matter for you to decide according to your whiamsl prejudices. It has already been decided for
you by the workings of God's special providence. If you ignore this providence and choose to
adopt one of the modern versiogeu will be taking the first step in the logic of unbelief. For the
arguments which you must use to justify yahoice are the same arguments which unbelievers
use to justify theirs, the same method. If you adwo of these modern versions, you must adopt
the naturalistic New Testament textual criticisqpon which it rests. This naturalistic textual
criticism requires us to study the New Testamexititethe same way in which we study the texts
of secular books which haveot been preserved by God's special providence. In other words,
naturalistic textual criticism regards the spegmatvidential preservation of the Scriptures as of
no importance for the study of the New Testamniert. But if we concede this, then it follows
that the infallible inspiration of the Scriptureslikewise unimportant. For why is it important
that God should infallibly inspire the Scriptures, if it is not important that He should preserve
them by His special providence?

Where, oh where, dear brother or sister, did you ever get the idea that it is up to you to decide
which Bible version you will receive as God's higWord. As long as you harbor this false notion,
you are little better than an unbeliever. As lasgyou cherish this erroneous opinion, you are
entirely on your own. For you the Bible has no real authority, only that which your rebellious
reason deigns to give it. For you there is no comforassurance of faith. Cast off, therefore, this
carnal mind that leads to death! Put on the spiritaind that leads to life and peace! Receive by
faith the True Text of God's holy Word, which has been preserved down through the ages by His
special providence and now is found in the Maiordebrew text, the Greek Textus Receptus,
and the King James Version and other faithful translations!

4. Why Satan Can Not Win — God's Eternal Purpose

Today Satan seems successful as never befor@nhpoin raising up adversaries to persecute
and destroy God's people but also in depriving them of their faith in the Word of God through
naturalistic New Testament textual criticism ahe resultant modernism. Will Satan's clever
come-back be finally successful? No, for tiésbut a phase of his losing battle. The Bible
indicates that Satan was once the fairest of God's creatures. Heenasointed cherufEzek.
28:14). He was ucifer, son of the mornin@isaiah 14:12), bright as the morning star. But he fell
through pride (1 Tim. 3:6) and dragged down dtitade of rebellious spirits with him (2 Peter
2:4, Jude 6). Then, after his fall, Satan begiarong and stubborn guerrii@arfare against God.
In the Garden of Eden he persuaded our first parents to violate the Covenant of Works and thus
involved the whole human race in his ruinous conspiracy.

But God was ready for this stratagem of Satwren before He created the world God had
provided the remedy for Adam's sin. In the eternal Covenant of Grace He had appointed Jesus
Christ His Son to be the Second Adam and to do what the first Adam failed to do, namely, to
fulfill the broken Covenant of Workand save His people from its condemnatimin Adam all
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alfteCor. 15:22). By His life of perfect obedience and



by His sufferings and death Jesus completelyiledfthe requirements of the Covenant of Works
and paid the penalty of its violation. Throughskibedience Christ earned for His people the gift
of righteousness and delivered them from the guilt of Adam's Rin.as by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners, so bglibdience of One shall many be made righteous
(Rom. 5:19). By the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit Christ unites His people to Himself
and constitutes them one new human récany man be in Christ, he is a new creat(@eCor.
5:17). And finally, His saving work shall culminate in the restoration of the whole universe.
Behold, | make all things nefRRev. 21:5).

God in His eternal plan and purpose decreed the fall of Satan and the sin of Adam in order
that He might reveal His wrath, His power, Hiagsuffering, and His redeeming love and mercy.
What if God, willing to shew His wrath, and to make His power known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: And that He might make known the riches
of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He &fade prepared unto glory even us whom He
hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gent{leeth. 9:22-24).

Satan's attack upon the holy Bible is bound to fail, because the Bible Botteof the
Covenant(Exodus 24:7). The Bible is eternal, infaléb pure and sure, and in it God reveals
Himself, not mere information concerning Himself but HIMSELF. In the Bible God reveals
Himself as the almighty Creator God, the faithfelv€nant God, and theune Saviour God. The
God of Creation, the God of History, and the God of Salvation! In the Bible Christ reveals
Himself to sinners as Prophet, Priest, and King.

"I believe that Jesus died for me!" This confession is the foundation of the Christian
thought-system, the beginning of the logic of faith. Because the Gospel is true and necessary for
the salvation of souls, the Bible, which contdims Gospel, was infallibljnspired and has been
providentially preserved down through the ages. Theeefdear Christian Readers, continue in
this life-giving logic. Be spiritually minded in all your thinking, especially in your New
Testament textual criticism. Take your standhwChrist and receive from His hands the True
Text of holy Scripture which He has preserved for you by His special providence. Then, armed
with the sword of the Spirit and shelteredthg shield of faith, press on to victory.

HEAVEN AND EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY, BUT MY WORDS SHALL NOT PASS
AWAY (Matt. 24:35).
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